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PHOTO STAR

Former chief justice KM Hasan speaks at a national advocksy meeting at Spectra Convention Centre in the city yes-
terday. Sitting from left are NBK Tripura and Attorney General Fida M Kamal.

Gender discrimination cause
of violence against women

Speakers tell nat'l advocacy meet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former chief justice KM Hasan
yesterday stressed the need for a
vigorous role by NGOs to stop acid
attack and rape in rural areas where
police presence is thin, media
access s difficult and people are
tolerant.

Sayving that insensitivity to
gender discrimination is the root
cause of such heinous crimes, he
underscored the need to educate
and sensitise police, judiciary,
medical practitioners and general
mass ro gender discrimination.

The former chief justice was
speaking at the inaugural session
of anational advocacy meeting on
'Putting an end to acid attacks and
rape’inthecity.

The meeting was organised by
rights watchdog Odhikar and
facilitated by ActionAid
Bangladesh. Nurul Kabir, Odhikar
adviser and editor of New Age,
chaired the session.

“The exercise against these
crimes can at best be supple-
mented by police, who, I must
admit, are yet to display the sensi-
tivity expected from them. But it
will be unwise to believe that police

alone can protect an unsuspecting
woman from those like her uncles,
cousins or neighbours who have
gained her confidence,” said Hasan
as chiefguest.

Since police do not have ade-
quate manpower and logistics and
do not pay enough attention for
rural areas where acid violence and
rape take place very often, NGOs
can take the leading role there to
contain the crimes, he said.

“The NGOs may convey the
message to women in villages that
the best protection comes from
their own vigilance and alertness,
and courage to publicise atrociues
though different channels,” he
added.

Besides recommending free
treatment at government hospi-
tals, Hasan also suggested lobbying
with the World Bank for acid vic-
ums' access to disabled centres
which are nowbeingestablished.

Saira Rahman Khan, an execu-
tive committee member, made a
thematic presentation on the
findings of a nine-month-long
joint awareness-raising
pmgramrgq,,p_f Odhikar and
ActionAid Bangladesh on 'Ending
impunity to acid violence and rape'

thatended in December last.

Terming acid attack a socio-
legal problem, Attorney General
Fida M Kamal stressed the need for
strict applicaton of laws on vio-
lence againstwomen,

“We need toshow empathy with
the victims rather than sympathy;
we need to pay attention to their
rehabilitation,” he said, adding that
violence against women is reduced
to a noticeable extent following
theirempowerment.

NBK Tripura, additional inspec-
tor general ©f police, said police
recently developed a gender sensi-
tive module and set up a monitor-
ing cell at the Police Headquarters
to receive complaints on violence
againstwomen.

They have also launched a
support centre for victims of crime
and trauma, he informed.

Saying that women are con-
sidered second class citizens In
the patriarchal society, Farah
Kabir, country director of
ActionAid Bangladesh, said
change in the mentality, eco-
nomic freedom of women and
accountability: of law enforce-
ment agencies will help. stop
violence againstwomen: |

Directive to
expedite
construction
of Ctg court
building

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Communications and Public
Works Adviser Major General (retd)
Ghulam Quader has directed the
officials concerned to complete the
construction work of the new court
building in Chittagong soon.

He gave the directive while
visiting the century-old court
building as well as the under
construction new one here yes-
terday.

After his inspection, the adviser
told the reporters that the old court
building would be renovated to
make it spectacular like Ahsan
Manjilin Dhaka.

Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner Hossain Jamil,
Deputy Commissioner Ashraf
Shamim, leaders of the Forum for
Planned Chittagong Architect
Zarina Hossain and Engineer
Subhash Barua and freedom
fighter Faruk-e-Azam Bir Pratk
were presentduringthe visit.

Later the adviser had a view-
exchange meeting with the mem-
bers of Chittagong District Bar
Association atits office.

The bar members under-
scored the need for quick com-
pletion of the work of the new
court building.

Public works department
started the construction work
of the four-storey building
beside the old one in July 1998
under a Tk 47.07 crore project,
sources said.

The work was scheduled to be
completed by June next, but the
time has now been extended to
December 2009, they added.

B bl ol e W
admission test
now on Feb 15

DU CORRESPONDENT

The admission test for the first year
honours courses under 'Kha’ unit
of Dhaka University under the
academic session 2007-08 will be
held on February 15 instead of
February 1 for unavoidable rea-
sons.

The decision was taken yester-
day at a meeting of the Dean's
Committee with Vice Chancellor
Prof SMA Faizinthechair:
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Celebrate this yea

Nokia 1200 Nokia 2626 Nokia 6080

Packaqge price TK 3,600 only Package price TK. 5,250 only Package price TK. 7.550 only
{Postpaid Connection « Handsot) {Postpaie Conpection « Handset) (Fosiped Comnection « Handsel)

Total Discount* TX. 1,800 Total Discount* TK 2640 Total Discount* TK. 3,780

Minimum monthly usage TK, 300 Mirumum monthly us2ge TK. 440 Miremum momhty usage TK. 630

(0 matier whna IUr Ol

Existing Business Solutions subscribers can also avail their preferred handset by contacting their
Key Account Manager to enjoy the 50% discount®.

* 50% discount will be adjusted with the next 12 months' bills (based on minimum monthly usage) e Stock limited e Conditions apply

For more information visit your nearest Grameenphone Center

orcall(9am-B8pm) 01711880011-14

www.grameenphone.com

7R, gameenphone | NICJIKIA
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Watch, Listen, Participate!

The BBC debate where YOU set the agenda!
Listen on BBC Bangla radio

B|B|C

LR L LB
qISAT

Every Sunday, at 8pm
Shortwave |9 and 22 metre bands,

KHz 13690 and 15450 respectively
FM 100 MHz in and around Dhaka

Watch on Channel | television
CHANNEL

aipy

Channel i

Every Monday, at 8pm

Wish to participate in future Sanglaps?
Register your interest today !
Call or SMS: 01819 407030
Send email to : bengali@bbc.co.uk
Write to : BBC Bangla, Post Box 2060, Dhaka-1000

BitopvLeo Burnett/GP/BS/BA/142/176/07

A330.

Fly like a star. Arrive on the
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Best Cabin Crew in the Middle East, five times
in a row. BO different nationalities, each a winner,

Qatar Airways flies to over BO destinations worldwide
For more information, visit gatarairways.com

QATAR AIRWAYS d =il 5

Dhaka Reservations: 9890024 » General: 8858781 « Dilkusha: 9554538, 9556491 = Chittagong: (88-031) 710833 » Sylhet: (880-821) 719838




