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Chelsea prevail in semi

ﬂ Football

AFP, Liverpool

Chelsea will face London rivals
Tottenham in next month's League
Cup final after crushing Everton’s
dream of a first domestic final
appearance in eight years here on
Wednesday.

Joe Cole's well-taken strike with
just over 20 minutes left Everton
with little prospect of overturning
their 2-1 first-leg deficit at
Goodison Park.

An uninspiring contest was at
least graced by a decisive moment
of real quality, Cole gathering
Florent Malouda's 40-yard diago-
nal pass with a superb first touch
before stroking the ball past
Everton's American goalkeeper,
Tim Howard.

The match-winner admitted the
win had required a disciplined
performance from him and him
teammates.

"Everton are a top side, all credit
to them, they always give us a great
game but we wanted to win and we
showed that," Cole said. "We've
been on the end of a few bad semi-
final experiences in Liverpool but it
will be a nice flight home tonight. It
was agood performance.”

Cole, whose goal will have
caught the eye of new England boss
Fabio Capello, added that his strike
could not have come at a better
moment.

"We needed it, we were under a
lot of pressure,” he said. "We stick
together from back to front.
Everyone defends and attacks
together.”

Chelsea boss Avram Grant paid
tribute to the way his line-up had
coped with the absence of over half
his first choice line-up. "It's a big
test of character and the players are
doing a great job,” Grant said. "1
said we had a good squad. What
they did today and in the last
month was amazing.

Everton's need to overturn their
first-leg deficit ‘ensured a frantic
start to proceedings, although real
chances were thin on the ground as
the home side failed to take their
cue from their fired-up supporters.

Petr Cech got down smartly to
his left to keep out a Joleon Lescott
header from Mikel Arteta’'s corner

after only nine minutes, bul
Chelsea's deliberate slowing of the
pace soon began to have an impact
on the tempo of the contest.

With Nicolas Anelka operating
as a sole forward and the visitors’
back four dropping very deep,
Chelsea had few problems coping
with the their hosts' limited
attempts to break them down.

And gradually it was the
Londoners who began to dominate
proceedings, with Anelka testing
Howard with a low drive just before
the half hour mark and Malouda
then lifting a good chance over the
bar from 12 yards.

There was another warning shot
for Everton just after the break,
when Anelka found space in the
box for a shot that was deflected
onto the bar by Phil Jagielka.

Everton finally began to threaten
with Phil Neville forcing a sharp save
from Cech when he connected with
alow corner from Arteta.

Cech then denied Jagielka with
his feet after the midfielder had

-

W

- WORLF PR, o™,
P ".ﬂl \ 'r?.- H}:.E 'l--'qq:- \ *

el !

- .t |

i S WL SN

4 i s TIRGH LA L ;
.'f-‘:.q? .&" T Bk i 5 E ¥ . I
S o S

'1’.'-- o o ey L

» &

e

attempted to direct Leon Osman’s
mishit shot goalwards with a clever
back-heel.

Suddenly it seemed as if Everton
might just be on the brink of find-
ing the inspiration they needed but
had lacked for the opening hour of
the match.

Instead, it was Cole who applied
the killer blow for Chelsea after a
superbly judged long ball by
Malouda from wide on the left.

The England midfielder’s
superb control and equally assured
right-foot finish did the rest and
gave Chelsea an unassailable 3-1
aggregate lead.

Everton boss David Moyes
responded by throwing young
striker Victor Anichebe into the fray
at the expense of midfielder Lee
Carsley.

But the switch to two strikers
came too late and Moyes was left to
rue his decision to start the match
with Andrew Johnson as his lone
forward.

PHOTO. AFP

Chelseawinger Joe Cole runs off to celebrate after scoring the only goal of the game
intheir Carling Cup semifinal against Everton at Goodison Park on Wednesday.
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Tigana under
investigation

AFP, Marseille

Former Monaco and Fulham man-
ager Jean Tigana was one of several
people questioned Wednesday by
police in Marseille as part of an
investigation into suspect trans-
fers, sources close to the inquiry
said.

Tigana, who was in charge at
Craven Cottage from 2000 to 2003
and recently left Turkish side
Besiktas, was released following
questioning, the sources said.

Others questioned Wednesday
were Ranko Stojic, an agent regis-
tered with FIFA in Serbia-
Montenegro, and Richard Bettoni,
a non-registered but nonetheless
influential agent.

[nvestigations surrounding half
a dozen transfers were opened in
Marseille in June 2005 for alleged
"abuse of social assets and illegal
exercise of the profession of player
agent and (money) laundering.”

Suspect moves include
Bettoni's alleged role in the trans-
fer of France international striker
Djibril Cisse from Auxerre to
English Premiership side Liverpool
in 2004 and Martin Djetou to Nice a
year later.

Tamudo out for
two months

AFP, Madrid

Espanyol's Spanish international
striker Raul Tamudo broke his left
arm in training on Wednesday and
will be out of action for about two
months, the Catalonian club said.

Tamudo, who hurt his arm in an
accidental collision, will have an
operation on Thursday, the club
added.

"We'll have to wait (till
Thursday) to know the details of
the operation and the exact time
away from football," the club said.
"Everything at the moment indi-
cates itwill be about two months.”

The 30-year-old Tamudo,
Espanyol's top scorer this season
with 10 goals, will probably miss
Spain's friendly match against
France in Malaga on February 6
and his participation in the Euro
2008 finals in Austria and
Switzerland isin doubt.
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Milan fall to Atalanta

AFP, Rome

AC Milan's
Champions
League qualifica-
tion hopes sul-
fered amajor blow
as they were
beaten 2-1 at
Atalanta on Wednesday.

Milan even took the lead in a
match being replayed behind
closed doors after the original clash
in early November was abandoned
after just seven minutes due to
rioting in the crowd.

The European champions
dropped to 10th place in the league
as their hosts jumped up from 11th
to sixth with the victory.

Match-winner Fernando
Tissone dedicated the victory to
Atalanta president Ivan Ruggeri,
who is fighting for his life in hospi-
tal after suffering a brain haemor-
rhage last week.

"“That victory is for the presi-
dent, he is foremost in our
thoughts,” Tissone told Sky Sport.
"We tried to win for him at Genoa

(at the weekend) but didn't man-
ageit.”

The dropped points mean
Milan remain 10 points off the
crucial fourth place spot but now
have just two games in hand on
Florentina.

They have also won just six of
their 17 league matches this season
- a sorry statistic for the champions
of Europe and the world.

Milan coach Carlo Ancelotti
complained that his team did not
deserve that result.

"We played really well in the
first half without getting the score
we deserved. We had the chance to
increase our lead but going into
the break at 1-1: we deserved
more,” he said.

Gennaro Gattuso opened the
scoring on 16 minutes with a fortu-
itous strike when the ball dropped
to him on the edge of the area after
Atalanta halfcleared acorner.

The Italy midfielder did little
more than scoop the ball back into
the area butit took a wicked deflec-
tion off an Atalanta head and sailed
past Ferdinando Coppola in the
home side's goal and into the

bottom corner.

Milan were dominant and
should have doubled their lead just
past the half hour mark through
star Brazilian teenager Pato.

[taly midficlder Andrea Pirlo
hoisted a long ball forward but
Atalanta centre-back Morris
Carrozzieri made a hash of his
attempt at a headed clearance,
presenting the 18-year-old Pato
with aclean runinon goal,

But Pato shot first time and sent
Coppola the wrong way but curled
his effortjust past the upright.

The hosts then hit the European
champions with a shock equaliser
with virtually their first forward
foray of the match.

Brazilian midfielder Ferreria
Pinto crossed from the right and
Tiberio Guarante flicked the ball on
to striker Antonio Langella at the
backpost.

His first touch was sublime and
he took out two defenders with his
left foot before firing home at the
near post past Australian goal-
keeper Zeljko Kalac with his right.

Atalanta then took the lead

midway through the second half
after a defensive gaff by Milan
centre back Kakha Kaladze.

The Georgia international
misread the flight of a long ball
forward allowing substitute striker
Simone Inzaghi - the brother of
injured Milan forward Filippo - a
clearsight of goal. |

Inzaghi drew Kalac and then
laid the ball off for Argentine
Tissone to dink into the empty net.

Inzaghi then forced Kalac into a
save at the near post before Milan
substitute Ronaldo - on for Pato -
escaped the offside trap but Coppola
saved his near post shot with his legs.

Chances were coming thick and
fast and Tissone rartled the barwith a
rasping half-volley from the edge of
the boxthat had Kalacwell beaten.

Late on Kaka forced a smart save
from Coppola who also came to the
rescue deep into stoppage umeJo
turn behind a fierce long-range
effort from Dutch veteran Clarence
Seedorf but Milan failed to exert
the kind of sustained pressure
needed to break down Atalanta's
stubborn rearguard action. »

Lyon increase lead

AFP, Paris

Serial French
champions
Lyon moved a
step closer to
seventh
heaven on
Wednesday
when a 2-0 win
over Lorient extended their lead
over Bordeaux to six points, boost-
ing their chances of a seventh suc-
cessivetitle.

Bordeaux will seek to stay on
Lyon's coattails with a win over
midtable St Etienne on Thursday.

Nancy and Nice both missed a
chance to keep up the pressure on
the top two as they both dropped
points, Nancy in a 1-1 home draw
with Marseille and Nice in a 1-1
stalemate away to Rennes.

Lyon now have 45 points from
22 matches with Bordeauxsixadrift
but having a match in hand. Nancy
and Nice have 37 and 36 points
respectively fromtheir22 games.

Lyon were missing a clutch of

S— - —

regulars through injury before a
38,000 crowd at the Stade de
Gerland, including defender
Cleber Anderson, midfielder
Juninho and striker Sidney Govou.

But they dusted themselves
down following last weekend's
shock loss, their third in the league
this term, to lowly Lens and normal
service resumed when Hatem Ben
Arfa, fed by Fred, put the table-
toppers ahead on the half hour
with afierce left-footshot.

Lorient, coming into the game
five points off the Eurpoean
placings having humbled Paris
Saint Germain at the weekend, had
their backs to the wall as first
France international Karim
Benzema, then Fred, hit the bar in
quick succession before the break.

It was Benzema who finally
clinched the points with his 14th goal
of the campaign, a cool, low right-
foot finish after he raced down a
chipped pass from Kim Kallstrom.

Nancy looked set to go level on
points with Bordeauxafter Jonathan
Brison scored after a neat freekick

routine two minutes after the break
but Nasri levelled after Bolo Zenden
crossed into the danger zone and
Julien Rodriguez nodded on.
Marseille remain stuck in
midtable with 239 points after mus-
tering justseven league wins to date.
Paris Saint Germain, likewise
slumbering in the lower half of the
table all season, hinted at a nascent
recovery as they swatted aside
tailenders Metz 3-0 at the Parc des
Princes with Jerome Rothen setting
up a tap-in for Peguy Luyindula
after just four minutes
Rothen then crashed home a
tremendous drive for the second in
the 34th minute. The one-way
traffic continued as Amara Diane
hit the third nine minutes after the
restart, a low finish capping a sla-
lom run to the edge of the area.
Relegation-threatened Lens
showed their weekend win over
Lyon was no flash in the pan as they
win 2-1 atValenciennes
Jean-Pierre Papin's side
thanked goals from Brazilian
Vitorino Hilton da Silva and teen-

.

age starlet Kevin Monnet-Paquet
either side of half time after
Savidan had put Valenciennes into
a 34th-minute lead to pull them-
selves out of the bottom three.

Valenciennes did their cause of
vaulting into the top four no good
when they had Guillaume Rippert
sent off on the hour for fouling
Monnet-Paquet as the latter burst
through on his own. |

Monaco moved into the top five
with a 1-0 home win over Sochaux
courtesy of a late winner from Frederic
Piquionne, who finished off from close
range after a brilliant dinking run and
cutin by Brazilian Nene.

UEFA president Michel Plauni,
was on hand to watch Strasbourg
beat Toulouse 2-0 ahead of 2
Thursday address to the Council of
Europe. Platini began his career
with Strasbourg's high-flying
neighbours AS Nancy.

Elsewhere, Lille, fourth from
bottom at start of play, bagged a
much-needed 3-1 winathometo Le
Mans while Caen dropped below
Monaco after a goalless home draw

with struggling Auxerre.
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