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Maintain ethics of journalism,

NEWS

help strengthen democracy

President urges media people

UNB, Dhata

President lajuddin Ahmed yester-
day sought supporting role of the
media in attaining national prog-
ress as Bangladesh is now on the
road 1o development and making
its endeavour towards flourishing
democratic process.

“Itis our sacred responsibility to
nourish and foster this develop-
ment process through concerted
efforts so thata happy and prosper-
ous country is established,” he
said, urging media personnel, both
from print and electronic, to come
forward in matenalising hopes and
aspirations ofthe people.

[he president made the call
while speaking at the re-launching
ceremony of the English daily "The

Bangladesh Today' as the chief
guest at Hotel Sonargaon. Law
Adviser AF Hassan Ariff attended
the programme as the special
guest.

lajuddin called upon the media
people to maintain the ethics of
journalism and bring out objective
news with a sense of obligation to
the nation.

"As you know, accuracy, objectiv-
ity, patriotism and public account-
abilityare some of the vital elements
of code of ethics in journalism,
which should be upheld,” he said.

He observed that a good news-
paper is the mirror of society that
reflects the overall development
and affairs of a nanon in Its true
perspective.

He said the role ot newspapers,

however, is of paramount impor-
tance in building a prosperous
societyas wellasanation.

Terming Bangladesh as a 'devel-
oping country’, he said the country
has been facing different problems
and striving hard to attain the
cherished development goals since
its independence,

“Against this backdrop, newspa-
pers have significant role in help-
ing and fostering the development
process through its constructive
treatument.”

He said the media, both print
and electronic, are enjoying free-
dom of expression in Bangladesh at
present. “In this circumstance, the
responsibility of media is much
higher than thatofanythingelse.”

The president observed that the

ethics and standards of journalism
are very important in this free
atmosphere of expression.

He said the press, which is con-
sidered very important instrument
to influence policy formulation of
the government, can play a pivotal
role in ensuring good governance

and transparency in every level of

national life.

“Newspaper is very responsive
to address the social issues and
helps in building awareness to
solve the problems,” he told the
function, adding that it also helps
in disseminating knowledge and
ideathroughout the territory.

“Therefore, we should pay our
sincere attention (o circulatng a
responsible newspaper keeping
national interest above.”
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PHOTO STAR

Inclement weather brings the business of street vendors to almost a halt yesterday as they have to wrap their items to protect them from rain. This picture
was taken in Baitul Mukarram Mosque area.
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PHOTO. STAR

Members of joint forces arrested Customs Appraiser Abdur Razzak, second from left, on charge of receiving bribe
and C & F employee Shahjada, right, for giving bribe to Razzak at Chittagong Customs House in the port city yester-

day. (Story on Page 2)

Greeks begin
clearing migrants'
‘eamp at port

\Fp, Palras

(O fhcials in the western port of Patras
hundreds of illegal mm;igmnlh‘.,
mainly Afghan, spend months wait-
ing to sneak on to Italy-bound ferries,
police said yesterday.

The operation began on
Wednesday with the destruction of a
dozen wooden shacks but most
inhabitants were given a few days to
vacate the camp after talks with
police, Greek Red Cross offical Nikos
Komplas told AFP.

The carty authonties of Patras,
Greece's second largest port that
handles the bulk of passenger traffic
to Italy, had been clamouring for
years for the destructon of the camp,
which initially housed mainly Kurds
and Iraqis.

The police finally intervened
following a request from the owner of
the site where the makeshift camp

sprangup.

Bomangs mark

FROM PAGE 20

cultivators pay their annual taxes,
along with tradinonal gifts -- two
bottles of wine and two large roost-
ers -- as part ol their respectto King
\Vong Swe Prue Choudhury, the
lJ[hLngu!:i't AT

Despite it being a ume o pay
taxes, the occasion is marked by a
celebration through a gathering
and cultural exchange among
people of different tribes, Bangalis
and even foreigners.

In the morning, the King took
his place and inaugurated the
ceremony in the presence of his
guards bearing knives and guns as
part of tradition. A three-day fair
has been organised to mark
Rajpunnah.

King Aong Swe Prue said, “Itisa
matter of pride that the image of
the tribe, founded in early 14th
century, has not been tarnished
despite many ups and downs
throughout the rules of the
Mughals, British and Pakistan.”

The 15th king of the Bomang

L Lriin

tribe said that Bomang Kings are

traditionally not repressive which
has actually kept their authority in
place over generations

He madeadonationof Tk 50,000
for the Sidr vicums last year

| hhe UNDY) tepresentative
present at the ceremony said,
"Bangladesh can take pride on the
communal harmony and peaceful
co-existence of different tribes and
religious groups that exist in the
region.”

Bandarban Army Brigade
Commander Brig Gen M Mahfuzur
Rahaman, Bandarban Hill District
Council Chairman Professor
Thanjama Lusai, Deputy
Commissioner Abdul Mazid Shah
Akand, acting Police
Superintendent Sayeed Mahmud
Tareq, UNDP Chittagong Hill
Tracts Project Director Robert
Rajkumar Cha Hla Pru Jimi,
Rajkumar U Cha Prue and
Headman Mong Thoai Ching
Marma were present among others
atthe ceremony.
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KNOWLEDGE FOR GLOBAL LIFCLAYING SOLUTIONS

James P Grant School of Public Health
BRAC University and ICDDR,B
are proud to offer

BRAC

UNIVERSITY

NE

What is the course?

A SHORT COURSE ON HEALTH SYSTEMS
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (HSRD)

FOR HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

With a view to further strengthen the health system in Bangladesh through capacity building of health
professionals and health service providers, the course will provide:

* Comprehensive understanding of the goals of and relationships among various components of

health systems and how to measure health system performance;

e Conceptual as well as practical understanding of the health system in Bangladesh;
* Articulation and internalization of the application of a systems perspective in addressing health

care related 1ssues;

* Understanding and appreciating the role of health systems research and application of the research
tools and techniques in the context of Bangladesh; and

® Enhancing the knowledge and understanding about the nature and dynamics of the relationship
between health and sustainable development in Bangladesh.

Who should Apply?

Mid-level health care professionals/workers in the Public, NGO and Private sectors who are engaged in I
either policy development, strategic planning, governance and organizational/structural change/reform; or

service delivery at the macro (health ministry) or micro (community) level. Teachers, training instructors
and other professionals in institutions designed to train primary and/or allied health care workers will also

benefit from this course.

Tmrhing Technique: A thoroughly participatory approach with problem-solving exercise and group-

work.

Resource Persons: It will be led by Dr. Anwar Islam, Professor at the BRAC University School of Public
?!eallh who has recently relocated to Bangladesh following a thirty year professional career in Canada
Including serving as the Principal Advisor, Health Systems in the Policy Branch of the Canadian
International Development Agency (CIDA). Other highly skilled resources from BRAC University and

ICDDR.B will also be involved.

Course Fee: BDT 25,000 (excluding travel, food and accommodation costs).

Duration and Schedule: February 17 to March 27, 2008 (6 weeks)

Phase 1: |7 Feb-6 March 2008 in Dhaka (3 weeks); Field Work: 9-20 March 2008 at Worksite (2
weeks); Phase 2: 23-27 March 2008 in Dhaka (1 week).

A EADLINE: FEBRUARY 10, 2008

\pply to: Dr. Farah Mahjabeen, JPGSPH, BRAC University, 66 Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212

. .| - . N # * .
tel: 882-4051 ext. 4041 or e-mail: farahmahjabeen@bracuniversity.ac.bd www.bracu.ac.bd

Biswa Ijtema
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religious congregation.

Biswa ljtema, second largest
religious congregation of the
Muslims after hajj, begins today on
the bank of the river Turag. At least
three million people from about 58
countries are expected to join,

Defying the weather, Muslim
scholars started delivering ser-
mons yesterday.

Witnesses said gunny cano-
pies could not save the devotees
from the relentless rain that
started in the morning. The situa-
tion became worse when the
entire 5-km Ijtema ground turned
muddy.

The canopies and mats were
damaged in the rain and the
devotees had to collect more. Many
of them collected polythene as an
alternative since they were cost-
effective. Many of the elderly
devotees had to take shelter at
various mosques and other places
adjacentto the [jtema ground.

Assistant Superintendent of
Police (ASP) (Circle) Masud
Ahmed, one of the coordinators of
the event, told The Daily Star, "The
sufferings of devotees intensihed
duete the cold wave,relentless rain

‘And ‘Since’ all the makeshift toilets

weredamaged.”

He said there isno way to reduce
their sufterings if the weather
continued this way.

Witnesses said th‘willh' the Dad |
weather, thousands of devotees |
from across the country and
abroad thronged the Ijtema |
ground yesterday by buses, trains, |

launches and even on foot.

Law enforcers were over-
whelmed in trying to control the
huge number of people coming in

and there were traffic jams all day |

onmanyroadsinthearea.

The law enforcers, however,
arrested 53 pickpockets yesterday
and on Wednesday at the Ijtema
ground.

Masud Ahmed said, "We
arrested 17 pickpockets Thursday
and 36 today. Of them 43 were
produced before a court while the
rest would be taken to courttomor-
row [today].”

About 12,000 security personnel |
| from police, Rapid Action Battalion |
| (Rab), Bangladesh Rifles (BDR),

Armed Police Battalion (APBn) and
Ansar have been deployed to
ensure security.

A few hundred members of
various intelligence agencies will

also be deployed at the venue. |

Bomb disposal units from the army

. and Rab have also been deployed
and several mobile courts

are
operating. Thirty-five medical
camps are providing medical care
for the devotees.

Commander SMAK Azad, dire«
tor of Legal and MediaWing of Ral
told The Daily Star that there will he
patrols on the roads and waterways
nearby and choppers will be flying
above to ensure security.

He said, "The entire [jtema ground

has been divided into five sectors |
and 48 CCTV cameras have been |
installed. Besides, three monitor- |

ing centres and a number of obser-
vation towers have been set up ar
different points.”

PRESIDENT'S AND CHIEF
ADVISER'S MESSAGES

President lajuddin Ahmed and
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
Issued separate messages on the
occasionof the Biswaljtema.

President lajuddin Ahmed in his
message termed the great tenets of
Islam the guiding principles for
human beings. He said the Biswa
ljtema plays a significant role in
rapid dissemination of Islamic
ideals and lessons of the Quran and
Sunnah across the globe,

He called upon all to build their
lives "imbued with the great
Islamic ideology and devote them-
selves to the welfare of the coun-
try”.

The chief adviser in his mes-

sage stressed the importance of |

Biswa Ijtema in establishing
universal peace and strengthen
ing unity, solidarity and fraterniny
in the Muslim world.

Bird flu poses global threat

FROM PAGE 1

improved and many newly
infected countries have managed
to eliminate the virus from poul-
try," he added.

"But the H5N1 avian influenza
crisis is far from over and remains
particularly worrying in Indonesia,
Bangladesh and Egypt, where the
virus has become deeply
entrenched despite major control
efforts,” Domenech said.

He said countries should con-
tinue to keep a close eye on the
evolving situation. "The virus has
not become more contagious to
humans but has managed to per-
sist in parts of Asia, Africa and
probably Europe. It could still
trigger a human influenza pan-
demic,” hewarned.

Commenting on individual
countries, he said India is strug-
gling to keep the worst-ever avian
influenza outbreak in West Bengal
under control. Indonesia remains
one of the worst alfected countnes
with 31 out of 33 provinces infected
since 2004, many heavily. The
continuing number of human
cases gives cause forconcern

"We observed that new HS5NI
avian mnfluenza virus strains have

 tecently emergedirf Indonesiawith

the possible effect that vaccines

currently in use may not be fully
protecting poultry against the
disease. This requires more investi-
gations and the development ol
better poultryvaccines,” he said.

I'he government of Indonesia
and FAO, on behalf of the network
of OIE/FAO international reference
laboratories, are working together
In implementng a virus monitor
ing programme to examine the
problem more carefully.

In Bangladesh, 21 out of 64
districts have been infected with
H5NI1 and the situation seems to
be worsening. The disease
appears to be endemic in the
country, surveillance and control
campaigns have so far not suc-
ceeded in interrupting virus trans
mission between provinces. FAO
Is strengthening its presence in
Bangladesh to support the gov

ernment in its efforts to bring the |

disease under control.

In Europe, Germany, Poland
the Russian Federation and the
United Kingdom reported new
avian influenzaoutbreaks recently

"The detection and immediate
response in all countries, especially
in the European Union, 1s
effective, *Domenech said. "Butwi
are séeing virus infectiofis in poul
try that are not transmitted by wild

vVerys

birds. This raises questions about
other ways ol virus transmission
and potential reservoirs of infec-
tion, like in free ranging ducks,” he
added

With FAQO's assistance, more
than 50 countries have been able to
control and eliminate the disease
In poultry

“Survelllance and immediate
control interventions, bio-security,
proper vaccination and culling and
the strengthening of veterinary
services are key elements for suc-

cessful H5N1 avian influenza
control campaigns,” Domenech
said

Scores slash
veins in Russian
prison protest

AFP, Moscow

Scores of inmates slashed their
veins in a protest at a prison camp
in far eastern Russia, local prosecu-
tors said in astatement yesterday.
A total of 142 prisoners harmed
themselves dunng the unrest on
January 16 at the Tagkhtamygda
camp in the Amur region, which
borders China, prosecutorssaid
“They cut themselves around
the shoulders using blades from
the disposable razors they are

allowed touse.” the statement said
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Head of Human Resources

Westecs has an excellent reputation for quality and service in clothing
retail business for last |8years, and is successfully expanding it's business
across the country.

we are seeking for an experienced HR professional to join the company in

it's quest for strategic transformation and corporate excellence.

Responsibilities:

Attracting and developing a pool of talents to support the organizational
development.

As a key member of the senior management team, provide leadership and
strategic direction on all aspects of human resources development,
management and structural issues for all level of the organization to further
strengthen the company core corporate values.

Competencies:

Commitment to highest professional and ethical standards added with
formidable interpersonal skills including an innovative and pragmatic

approach to create solutions, ability to manage relationships at all levels of
the organization.

leadership: Human capital, institutional, and high sense of objectivity and

integrity.

Essential Requirements:

Outstanding intellect

Considerable senior level HR experience at lest |0 years. In multinational
or top national company.

MBA major in human resources preferably from IBA.

High level interpersonal and negotiating skills, able to work effectively with
a wide range of HR critical issues and delivery healthy open minded and
positive working environment, Including advanced training program.

A demonstrable ability to articulate and deliver a clear HR strategy.

Interested candidates please send full ¢/v with two recent photograph and
two references before 5th February 2008.

WESTECS®

BANGLADESH

Corporate Head Quarter
Sena Kalian Bhaban, |8th floor suit no 1802, 195Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000



