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Devotees wrap up in warm clothes on the Biswa ljtema ground at Tongi as inclement weather made them suffer a lotyesterday. The three-day ljtema begins today.
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PRSP has lapse to address

" Speakers tell discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a discussion yester-
day said there are gaps in the
Poverty Reduction Strategy
Paper (PRSP) of Bangladesh in
terms of addressing women's
advancement and rights issues.
The discussion was organised
by the Gender and PRSP Group
(GPG) to review women's
advancement and rights issues
in National Strategy for
Accelerated Poverty Reduction
(NSAPR), their implementation
and monitoring at the Cirdap
auditorium in the city.
‘~‘While presenting a paper
—Kaniz N Siddique, GPG member
and representative of finance
ministry, recommended that
women's advancement and
rights thematic group should
provide inputs into the reports of
other 17 thematic groups.
Besides, it should ensure

women's participation at the
grassroots level consultations of
all the thematic groups, she said.

"Women and children affairs
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Dr Mahmuda Islam speaks at a
discussion at the Cirdap auditorium
inthe city yesterday.

ministry can play an important
role in bringing effective collab-
oration between women's
advancement and rights the-
matic group and other 17 the-
matic groups,” Kaniz added.

She said the report of
women's advancement and
rights group should be pub-
lished so that the ministry can
take initiative in this regard.

The speakers said there is
insufficient inclusion of gender
disparity profile in NSAPR and
women's contribution in the
society was omitted.

They said gaps in the content
also include limited analysis -of
the dimension of poverty among
women, lack of emphasis on the
implementation of Cedaw, weak
recommendations in the area of
improving political participation
of women, and absence of an
assessment of the effectiveness of

women's advancement

the current women's machinery.

The speakers also stressed the
need for incorporating the issue
of repression on women in
Millennium Development Goal
(MDG) and enacting uniform
family code and succession act
to protect women's right.

Ranjan Karmokar, team
leader of GPG Project, deliv-
ered the welcome address
while Dr Simin Mahmud,
research director of BIDS, Dr
Faustina Pereira, director of
Human Rights and Legal
Services of Brac, were present
as panel discussants.

-~ Motahar Hossain, chief of

General Economic Division,
Fritz Meijndert of the Embassy of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and Dr Rajani Alexander of
Canadian High Commission,
were present as special guests.

Dhaka, Delhi
enjoy

excellent ties
Says President

UNB, Dhaka

President lajuddin Ahmed said
Bangladesh and India enjoy excellent
bilateral relations and hoped that the
existing friendly relations between
two countries will be further strength-
ened inthe daystocome.

lajuddin made the remark in a
message (o his Indian counterpart
Pratibha Devisingh Patil on the
occasion of India's Republic Day
tomorrow.

In another message to Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
said the bond of friendship, under-
standing and cooperation bind our
two countries together.

“I am confident that relations
between the two countries will
continue to grow from strength to
strength in the days ahead. We are
committed to work towards that
end”, said Fakhruddin.

Both Iajuddin and Fakhruddin
wished two Indian leaders good
health and happiness and for the
continued peace, progress and
prosperity of the friendly people of
India.

BIRD FLU

BDR on patrol

to prevent entry
of Indian poultry

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Members of Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) on Wednesday started
patrolling on the river routes of
Khulna, Jessore and Satkhira to
prevent Indian poultry from enter-
ing the country.

Besides, BDR men are spraying
disinfectants in the vehicles com-
ing from India as bird flu disease
has broken outin epidemic form in
some districts of West Bengal.

They are also monitoring the
situation keeping them in touch with
officials of Livestock Department of
the districts concerned.

On the other hand, Khulna
District Livestock Department has
directed the upazila officials to visit
poultry farms and send daily
reports on their findings.

Khulna District Livestock
Officer Dr. Obaidul Karim said they
have yet to receive any report of
bird flu case from any of 1650 poul-
try farms in the district. He said the
officials concerned are on alert to

take quick action against infection

of bird flu in any of poultry farms.
All the poultry farms in the district
have been brought under bio-
security measures, headded.

He stressed the need for holding
workshops at upazila levels to
create mass awareness on bird flu.
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Subject

Chemistry

Geography

Science

Mathematics

History

English Language & Literature
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A level teaching Exp.
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Send resume with application and 1 passport size photograph to
Head of HR, Scholastica Pvt Ltd, Khawaja Tower, 95 Mohakhali C/A; Dhaka 1212
oremail jobs@scholasticabd.com Deadline for applications is February 5, 2008.
OUnly short listed candidates will be called for interview.
Candidates who have recently faced an interview

for similar positions need not apply.

Vacancy Announcement.......

We are inviting application from qualified teachers in the following subjects for the Senior Section.
Candidates having a good academic record and a minimum of 2/3 years teaching experience in an
English Medium School are encouraged to apply. Excellent language (English) and communication skills
are imperative. Attractive benefit packages will be offered to selected candidates.

Educational Qualification
Hons & Masters in Chemistry
Hons & Masters in Geography
Hons & Masters in Science subjects
Hons & Masters in Mathematics
Hons & Masters in History

Hons & Masters in English

BDR, BSF agree to
resolve disputes
thru' discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A meeting between the officials of
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and the
Border Security Forces (BSF) of
India was held at Beanibazar
yesterday with both sides agree-
ing to resolve disputes through
discussions and necessary
actions.

They also took some decisions
to avoid clashes over the disputed
lands along the borders, which
led to repeated untoward inci-
dents between the border guards
in the recent past.

Both sides also agreed to main-
tain status quo of the farmlands

along the border until the dispute
ends through higher level deci-
sions.

Other trans-border problems
including illegal migration, bor-
der fencing, smuggling of explo-
sives and firearms, killing of
Bangladesh nationals by Indian
border guards and armed civil-
1ans, harbouring of miscreants
and other border crimes domi-
nated the meet.

Sector Commander Colonel
Khondker Obaidul Ahsan led the
BDR team while the BSF team was
headed by DIG MP Singh.
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Prof Atiur Rahman speaks at a seminar on Trade liberalisation of service sectors in South Asia’ at Brac Centre Inn in
the city yesterday. On his rightis Ambassador Edwin Laurent of Commonwealth Secretariat. South Asian Network on
Economic Modelling organised the seminar.
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exams at any of the following
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Chartered Bank and

Win exciting prizes!
(Valid till 20 February 2008)
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Simply do the following:
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