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DHAKA WEDNESDAY JANUARY 23,2008

Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Project Director
Reaching Out of School Children Project
Directorate of Primary Education
Mirpur-2, Dhaka-1216

Expression of Interest for Non-Formal Primary
Education (NFPE) Sub-Sector Study

Government of Bangladesh (GoB) is the main provider of education in
Bangladesh and contribuling services to both formal and non-formal
interventions in the country. Other key actors include Non-Government
Organizations (NGOs), religious and privale institutions.
The Non-Formal Education (NFE) sub-sector complements the Formal
Education sub-sector specially in reaching disadvantaged groups in hard
lo reach areas. NFE interventions are provided on need base, covers pre-
primary, primary/basic, secondary/post primary, adult/continuing
education and focuses on the acquirement of life skills ‘as well as
livelihood skills',
In the Primary Education sub-sector, the Second Primary Education
Development Programme (PEDP ) is the largest on-going programme
being implemented by the GoB with the support of 11 development
pariners, In the Non-Formal Primary Education (NFPE) sub-sector, both
the GoB and NGOs are equally active.
The Non-Formal Education Policy Framework (NFEPF) was approved in
January 2006 by the GoB and a Bureau of Non-Formal Education (BNFE)
was eslablished in the same year. The NFEPF provides the frame and
scope of NFE in Bangladesh. The BNFE provides a mechanism [0
coordinate between different GoB agencies (BNFE-the Directorate of
Primary Education/DPE) and activities of Govermment Organizations
(GO)-NGOs for the effective of NFE in the country.
The Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE), the national network of
NGOs implementing education programmes in the country, and tfie
government have attempted to coordinate the activities of NGOs involved
in education. Approximately 700 NGOs are affiliated to the CAMPE,
which was set up in 1991.
The large national NGOs are essentially BRAC, Proshika, Dnaka Ahsania
Mission (DAM), FIVDB etc. Smaller or regional NGOs include Jagoroni
Chakra, Bangladesh Development Society, Community Development
Centre (CODEC), Uttaran, Underprivileged Children’s Educational
Program (UCEP), Concemn, ASHRAI, CMES, elc. Individual large NGOs
such as BRAC, DAM, Friends in Village Development Bangladesh
(FIVDB) etc. are involved in contracting and coordinating the activities of
their small partner NGOs.
About 1.5 million children - approximately 8% of primary enroliment are
in schools run by NGOs, most in non-formal primary schools for which the
NGO sector is best known. These are widely recognised 1o be high
quality and cost effective interventions that reach disadvantaged groups,
specially the poor and the poorest, and in particular, girls
The NGO education sector is highly skewed, with one large organization,
BRAC, receiving about three-fourths of donor resources and accounting
for a similar share of primary enrollment in NGO schools. BRAC also
franchises its model by sub contracting 200 small NGOs 1o deliver non-
formal education programmes.
A key concem among NGOs is that the coordination and collaboration
between govemment and NGO educalion programmes IS shill weak.
There is inadequate official recognition of NGO education programmes,
which continue to depend largely on extemal grants. The conltracting
arrangements of NGOs still require to be systematised.
The NFEPF has tried to address some of these issues as it emphasises
on the roles and responsibilities of different actors in the sub-sector and
stresses on the need to strengthen collaboration, coordination and
professionalism in process of institutionalising NFE in the country.
Objectives of the study
The objective of the study is to a) trace the paths of a random sample of
students who have completed 5-year cycle of pimary education with the
assistance of SKT/ROSC over the last 5 years b) ascertain the number of
students transition to secondary education level after completion of
primary education c) identify their present socio-economic status In the
overall social structure of the country and d) the eflectiveness of
education and linkage with wider job markel, the most imporiant cniena
with which the programme of SKT will ultimately be judged.

Scope of study

The study will take into consideration recent existing studies/reporis of

the primary education sub-sector and of the ROSC project. These will

include:

e Annual plans and reports

e Monitonng reports

e Aide memones

e 'Boosting the Chairpersons and Teachers of Ananda Schools: Stop
Gap Onentation’ — by EADS, 2005.

e An Evaluation Report on ‘Boosting the Chairpersons and Teachers of
Ananda Schools: Stop Gap Onentation’ - by Inleraction, October
2005.

e Mapping of the profiles of leamers and other stakeholders in the

ROSC project - SDC, February 2006.

PEDP Il Baseline and MTR reports 2007

NPA for EFA

NFEPF

s Ele.

The BNFE with the support of development partners is conducting a Non-
Formal Education Mapping study to map activities/interventions on a
national scale to provide strategic directions for the implementation of the
national Non-Formal Education Policy. The ROSC study will build on the
findings of the NFE Mapping study.

On the other hand, at present, the Mid Term Review of the PEDP |l is
also on-going. The future of the ROSC project (whether there will be a
need to initiate an extension of the ROSC project) depends on the
performance of the PEDP Il (how far PEDP Il is able to strengthen the
capacity of the country’s formal primary education system to be able to
incorporate out of school children and the children from the non-formal
sub-sector in the future). Therefore, adequate coordination and
collaboration will be ensured with the PEDP |I.

The study will also take into consideration macro policies, e.g. the NPA

for the EFA, the Poverty Reduction Strategy and the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs).

The Study Team

A consultancy firm with relevant experience will be selecled and

contracted through existing GoB procedures. Intemational consultants

(1x4 person month) and national consultants (3x3=8 person month) with

relevant experiences will be required for the completion of the exercise.

All consultants will have excellent command on English and in addition

national consultants will have excellent command on Bangla. Al

consultants will be adeguately IT conversant and have expenence to
conduct appraisals/evaluations or similar studies. A gender-balanced
team will be preferred.

Core Team

i. Team Leader (Education Specialist, with relevant general and field

expenence in Non-Formal Education, poverty issues & gender)

The team leader will be responsible to conduct the study, guide the team,

ensure that deadlines are maintained and maintain necessary liaison with

key stakeholders

ii. Sociologist (with relevant experience of the development context of

the country)

iii.  Education Economist

iv. Syslem Analyst

v. Gender Specialist?

Survey Team (tentative)

.. Supervisors-2

ii. Investigators/study assistants-10

Duration of the study

4 months from the date of signing contract agreement with ROSC project

(commencing January 2008).

The Project Director, Reaching Out of School Children Project now invites

eligible applicants to indicale their interest in providing the services.

Interested applicants are requested to submit their expression of interest

for the assignment and they may obtain information from the office of the

undersigned during the normal office hours.

Expression of interest should be submitted by 12:00pm on 19 February,

2008 in sealed envelop delivered to the Project Director and be clearly

marked Request for Expression of Interest for the Non-Formal Primary

Education (NFPE) Sub Sector Study.

The procuring entity reserves the nght to accept or reject any or all EOIs.

A K Nazmuzzaman
Project Director (Joint Secretary)
Reaching Out of School Children Project
Directorate of Primary Education
Mirpur-2, Dhaka-1216
Phone No. 9009230, 8034061
Fax No. 9009353

GD-327




