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Theatre Festival '08 begins

Five plays to be staged

Ensun_n WOL

N the 74th birthday of
O theatre personality Profes-
sor Momotajuddin Ahmed,
Theatre has arranged a six-day
festival titled Theatre Festival '08 at
the Mahila Samity Stage. On the
inaugural day (January 18) a dis-
cussion, a seminar titled 'Satellite
Culture and Theatre' and staging of
Theatre's popular production Shat
Ghatrer Kanakoriwere held.
Chairman of Theatre, Prolessor
Momotajuddin Ahmed inaugu-
rated the programme. Liaquat Ali
Lucky and Golam Kuddus were the
special guests at the opening cere-

mony.

Apart from Theatre's produc-
tions -- Shat Ghater Kanakori and
Rupbhan, two troupes from India
will stage three plays at the festival.
Theatre Festival '08 is dedicated to
the memories of recently deceased
cultural personalities Obayedul
Haque, Wahidul Haque, Mahbubul
Alam Chowdhury, Nitun Kundu
and Selim Al Deen.

On January 19, Agartala-based
Indian troupe Natyabhumi Group
Theatre staged Choroibeti. Written
and directed by Partha Pratim
Acharya, Choroibeti is a collage
that depicts the oppression of the
masses by power-hungry politi-

clans with double standards. The
play also focuses on the potential of
the masses to resist anarchy. The
story has been presented through a
chorus, and 11 artistes have
enacted different characters.

On the following day Theatre
staged its current production
Rupbhan. Heeron Dey has writ-
ten the play based on a familiar
folklore. The play features the
tragic love story between Tajel
and Rupbhan, the latter being
much younger than the heroine.
Kamruzzaman Chowdhury Runu
has directed the play. Music plays
the key role in narration, Music
composer Enayet A Mawla Jinnah

Actors of Natyabhumi Group Theatre in the play Choroibeti
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Felicitation To poet

Syed Shamsul Haq
Organiser: Amra Surjomukhi

Venue: Poet Sufia Kamal Auditorium,
Natonal Museum

Date: January 25

Time: 5 pm

Premiere Show of Video

Solo poetry

evening at
Shilpakala

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

A solo poetry evening featuring
renditions by Belayet Hossain,
secretary of the recitation wing of
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has used folk tunes in his compo-
sition,

Yesterday, another show of the
Theatre production Shat Ghater
Kanakori was staged. Written and
directed by Professor
Momotajuddin Ahmed, Shar
Ghater Kanakori is a satire on the
dishonest politicians whose self-
interest results in rampant cor-
ruption.

The play is set against the
backdrop of the volatile country
during the late '80s when the
people took to the streets to pro-
test the then dictator. The play
portrays factual stories of those
days when the leviathan ruler
persuaded many student leaders,
politicians, intellectuals and even
a few journalists to work in his
favour. The play also uses flash-
backs to depict events from the
Liberation War.

In Momotajuddin's play, cer-
tain politicians who worked with
the Pakistani regime against the
Bangladeshipeople, were later on
benefited by the Bangladeshi
military rulers. A university
teacher, for example, relays the
suffering of his mother during the
Liberation War. He shares that an
influential Maulana took his
mother to a military camp. This
particular Maulana becomes a
minister later on, after the Liber-
ation War.

Kolkata-based troupe
Anyapesha Natyanesha will stage
two plays at the festival. Two
shows of Shesh Anker Sheshey will
be staged today at4 pm and 7 pm
at Mahila Samity Stage. Tomor-
row the troupe will stage Ekti
Obastob Natok.

100th episode of drama

serial “Neer”

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The 100th episode of drama serial
Neer will be aired on ntv tonight at
9:45 pm. Written and directed by
Ejaz Munna, the serial focuses on
the joys and woes of an extended

on ntv

met. The vows were exchanged
over the phone. Araf’'s mother
salvages the situation claiming that
she had been informed about it
earlier.

The cast includes Sweety, Azad

culture@thedail

Dp:umentary_ Udichi Shilpi Gosthi, was held at | family Abul Kalam, Srabonti, Richi,
Title: in search of Hentage the National Theatre Stage, Bangla- Tonight's drama-packed epi- Momo, Hillol, Anwar_a, Elora
'VEﬂW-' Onik Gaflery, House 58, Road desh Shilpakala Academy recently. | sode centres on the wedding of Cauhar, Masud Ali Khan,
=5A{D?W}Dham  usie ltwas the first solo programme by | Ayeshaand Araf. Itisdisclosed that Shamsuzzaman Benu, Shams
 Date:Januvary 23 the artiste, Ayesha was previously married to = Shumon, Chanchal Chowdhury
Time:4pm The programme began with a | an expatriate whom she had never and MirSabbir.
Book I.aunching recitation of Tagore's Aguner
o N . Parashmani. Renditions of
T!ﬁe:bCLmra. Heritage & Fair Trade of Birendro Chattyopadhyay's Sheuli
Bangrafjgshm House 58. F Jhora Mashey, Sunil
mu' DIG&ML e Gangopadhyay's Nirar Ashukh and
Dat;:nf:] 2 Tagore's Krishnokolifollowed.
Time: 4 : Next the artiste recited two
g poems written by Purnendu Patri --
Reminiscence fa!hn;gij]mhan. aﬁd Mad}ht:jbi;
Wahidul H onyo. er recitations include
mﬁgm Sunil Gangopadhyay's Keu Kotha
Wnue.Sl‘tawkalOm!anMMn Rakheni, Sukanto Bhattacharya's
Central Public Library, Shahbag ' Ranar and Tagore's Prothom Diner
Date: January 23 Shurjo.
Time: 7 pm Titled Jiboney Pradeep Jalo, the
programme featured 23 poems
Sculpture and Art written by Rabindranath Tagore,
spcge Sunil Gangopadhyay,
Exhibition Shatyndranath Dutta, Sukanto
T!ﬂ?:&ave‘r\‘nruofsu'uchﬂe Bhattacharya, Purnendu Patri,
‘::;St vy Zaman Gallery % Nirmalendu Goon, Kais Ahmed
ue: Shipangan House 26,
' and others.
mi[}ha""?f; > The programme wrapped up
X anuary 19-February with the recitation of Tagore's
Time: 12pm-Bpm Roopnaraaner Koley. A scene from the play
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Photos by Shankor Sawjal
KARIM WAHEED

On Shankor Sawjal's photographic
pursuits, noted cultural personal-
ity Asaduzzaman Noor says,
“Shankor and I went to Kabul
together. We were on the road,
going out of the city, signs warning
commuters of landmines becom-
ing frequent. Shankor got off the
road to take photos. Why? He had
spotted some budding tulips in the
midst of ruins. He was ecstatic!
That's what Shankor tries to find in
every frame -- life, even in the most
inhospitable atmosphere.”

Sawjal's solo photography
exhibition, Drishyakaal was
recently held at the National Art
Gallery, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy.

The collection of photos is
arranged in several series. Shishir
Shokal includes images of -- as the
title suggests -- dewy dawns. A
misty river and its surroundings,

huts on hill-tops, dew-drops
caught in a cobweb shimmering
like diamante and so on. But the
most remarkable of these is
perhaps an image of a lone cow
grazing in lush green pasture, a
woman following the animal, rays
from the heavens kissing the earth.
The image can pass off as an
impressionistic painting but Sawjal
denies any digital manipulation.

The photographer says, “I don't
use digital cameras. The effect you
see in this photo, of a cow grazing,
happened because the resolution
was somewhat low. After printing,
the green sort of looked like it was
brush-painted.”

The series Jibondhara includes
vignettes of everyday life that have
become rare moments -- an elderly
man strolling in a park or woods, a
boy lounging on the golui (front
edge) of a boat, a man making
boitha (paddle), tea-pickers
congregating and more. An image

*Tislfyakc_z‘al ": Shankor Sawjal's solo photo exhibition

of two pairs of feet -- adult, dirty,
calloused feet with tiny, delicate,
baby feet - - stands out.

Another photo frames a young
Buddhist monk from the back, the
golden peak of a pagoda gleaming
on top of a hill. The image of rail
lines seemingly moving towards
eternity through woods is sure to
grabone's attention as well.

Abinashi Gaan features photos
of the Shaheed Minar, Martyred
Intellectuals’ Memorial and
Smritishoudho in Savar --
structures, monuments and
sculptures that remind us of the
Liberation War.

Nagar Barsha includes some
interesting images of a Dhaka
getting drenched. Two girls
treading a wet track sprinkled
confetti-style with Krishnachura
petals, a blurry watery image of a
rickshaw-puller in the pouring rain
and more are sure to stir a viewer's
interest.

@he Daily Star

Ruins of ancient tombs, a tank
next to a crumbling wall, two men
praying with their guns leaning on
a railing next to them, houses on
the steps of a hill, young ones
acting their age at a bazaar with
heaps of mouth-watering raisins,
pistachios and such, bright hues of
blossoms in an arid setting that can
lift anyone's mood and more are
partofthe Afghanistan series.

The priceless toothy smile of a
young girl who apparently came to
get some khichdi, in a Sidr-hit area,
will light up any wall. This image
and several others, in the Jagaran
series, highlight the “rise of the
phoenix” in the coastal regions that
were devastated by a cyclone
recently.

Sawjal, who writes and
composes songs, acts, makes ads
and takes photos, works with the
sensitivity of a philosopher. His
photography comes across as an
extension of his disposition.

Month-long
folk festival

begins in
Sonargaon

Bangladesh Folk Art and Craft
Foundation has arranged a folk-art
and craft festival at its premises in
Sonargaon, Narayanganj. The
festival started yesterday and will
continue till February 19, says a
pressrelease.

Sharful Alam, the acting secre-
tary to the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs inaugurated the festival.
Sheikh Alauddin, director of Ban-
gladesh Folk Art and Craft Founda-
tion, presided over the event.
Narayanganj District Commis-
sioner, Faizul Kabir was present as
special guest. A cultural
programme followed the inaugura-
tion.

The Bone Collector
OnZee Studio at11:00 pm
Genre: Thriller
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Cast: Denzel Washington, Angelina Jolie

Salman Khan joins his com
Madame Tussaud's”

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

Actor Salman Khan has joined four
other Bollywood stars in having his
life-size wax statue at the world
famous Madame Tussaud's
Museum in London.

“Absolutely fantastic!” -- reacted
the 43-year-old Khan, who has
featured in over 50 Hindi films, as
helooked intensely at his replica he
unveiled on January 15, looking
quite excited.

Other Bollywood stars who
already have their statues at the
Madame Tussaud's are Amitabh
Bachhan, Shahrukh Khan and
Aishwariya Rai. Salman Khan's

wax figure is just metres from Rai,
his former girlfriend.

According to Salman who was
accompanied by his current girl-
friend, actress Katrina Kaif, his
replica has thicker hair and is more
muscular than he is. i
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The actor donated a set of
clothes and a bracelet for the wax
statue at the museum.

The Bollywood hunkwas chosen
froma group of ten Bollywood stars
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in a poll conducted last summer by
a British Asian entertainment
magazine and BBC Asian Net-
work. Among the nine other stars
Salman beat in the race for a
statue at the museum are
Abhishek Bachchan, Madhuri
Dixit, Hrithik Roshan and Lata
Mangeshkar.

It took five artistes and three
months to build the wax statue at
acostof400,000 US Dollars.

The museum hopes the statue
of Salman will attract many more
South Asian and British Asian
visitors.

Apart from shooting for films,
the trip to the Madame Tussaud's
and the honour to unveil his wax
replica came as a welcome relief
for Salman from his legal woes set
off by his alleged involvementina
black buck poaching case in the
north western state of Rajasthan
and hit-and-run case in Mumbai.

Radio Foorti 88.0 FM
07:00am Hello Dhaka (Apu)
11:00am Amar 88.0 (Nusrat)
03:00pm Dhaka Calling

11:00pm Late Night Show
(Shuvo)

Radio Today 89.6 FM
07:15am Good Moming
Dhaka (Biplob)

07:45 am Today's Happy
Moments

08:45am Shokaler Khabor
12:00pm Today's Adda
(Nudrat)
01:45pm Dupurer Khabor
04:00pm U-tum (Kibna &
Tania)
06:45pm Shondher Khabor
08:00pm Tobe Tai Hok
(Sayem)
09:45pm Raater Khabor
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