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Change system to elect president

Prof Muzaffer tells roundtable < B | O

UNB, Dhaka

Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) Chairman Prof
Muzaffer Ahmad said the system of
electing country's president
should be changed for direct elec-
tion as he observed the incumbent
has ‘tarnished’ the image of his
position being "influenced’ by the

“The president of our country
needs to be elected by people’s
representatives and he has to be
totally free from the influence of
prime minister,” he said.

Prof Muzaffer came up with the
suggestion while speaking as the
chief guest at a roundtable organ-
ised by the newly formed political
party Progressive Democratic Party

yesterday.

PDP Convener Ferdous Ahmed
Quershi was the keynote speaker at
the roundtable titled '1/11 change-
over: Roadmap of future politics’.

Advocate Golam Kibria chaired
the programme. Editor of the daily
Manab Zamin Motiur Rahman
Chowdhury, Amadersomoy Editor
Nayeemul Islam Khan, Amardesh

Columnist Dr Badiul Alam
Majumder also spoke in the
roundtable.

Badiul Alam Majumder Sug-
gested the political partiestositina
dialogue with the caretaker gov-
ernment and take preparation for
the next election with a fair commit-
ment to eradicate terrorism, corrup-
tion and fundamentalism from the
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The civil-society stalwart, how-

ever, aired doubts about the polit-
cians' preparedness for polls in the
changed context. “There is suspicion
iy A TARS 0 ha | astowhether the political parties are
L ""-"':'34 AL - ;B spared forelection,” he said.
o T e, gl G ,Hl'h u;;-j-*r- a_*-r EYS .‘.ﬂ . pﬂ.Pﬂl’ d

I'he speakers at the meet stressed
the need for establishing participa-
tory democratic system in the coun-
try to sustain the real democracy and
ensure equal opportunities for all

politics could not flourish if there be
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Criticising army role in the
administration, Prof Ahmad said the
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