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related to film screening, especially
in case of arranging international
film festivals. Otherwise, it is not

The Daily Star

Blue waves of Buriganga

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Arif-Al Karim Bhuyian, who has his solo watercolour
display at the Zoom Gallery, Alliance Francaise, was
praised by the chief guest Rafiqun Nabi and
Moinuddin Khalid. Jacques Bounin, the deputy direc-
tor of Alliance Francaise, also spoke of the artist in
glowing terms at the recent opening,

Rafiqun Nabi said that he admired the young

Arif's admirable endeavour in water-colour

painter for making the large pieces with walercol-
our, when it is difficult to do so, unless one is an
expert. Nabi said that in his youth the artist's late
father and the rest of the group at the Art College,
marvelled at the shades of blue found in his father's
palette, The fact that Arif is continuing with the
tradition, said, Nabi, by sticking to shades of ultra-
marine, cobalt and turquoise, especially in the
painting that was labelled as homage to his father,
was superb.

It is not only that Arif is continuing with the tradi-
tion of blue watercolours -- and offsetting them with

Date: Janvary 18-25 possible to organise an interna- contrasting reds, greens and browns, with the requisite
Time; 12pm-8pm tional standard festival in the black and white -- he also paints for the preservation of
E country”, added Zamal, the Buriganga River scenario.
Solo Art Exhibition Zamal also said that keeping the Arif, who lived in the vicinity of the Buriganga,
Title: Written image experience of this year's festival and studied at the Bulbul Academy of Fine Arts, is
Artist: Wakilur Rahman Rainbow Film Society would be seeped with the beauty of the sky, river, buildings,
Venve: Gallan Kaya, House 20, able to arrange a better festival next people, and the numerous vehicles that are found
Road 16, Sector 4, Utiara li",‘[f“;' e on the bank of Buriganga and on the waves of that
Date: January 18-29 le award giving ceremony was important water expanse. Thus boats, steamers,
Thl.‘ﬂMpm held on yeslgrd:{y at the National lorries, tankers, cars, buses, lemplcs and multi-
Tithe: The Making of KuhuAr ML;seurrilAudlturlum. ¥ storeyed houses are all included in the focus. This is
Kl ranian movie Kargaran as if someone were looking at the river not only from
m‘ ' ‘ Mﬂshghﬂufﬂfan_:md [Men aanrk}. a bird's eye ViEW. but also from vanous ang]esl tak-
- '215 By ChRTAR, ' ;Ilrecled_by Mani Haghighi won the ingin the people and places with exact precision.
House 21, & nternathnal Jury A'“fard at 1the Moinuddin Khalid pointed out that the somewhat
Dhanmondi Australasian Cumpeutmn section, hild-lik tive i ¢ This is in ord
Date: January 18-February 15 e ays g o child-like perspective is on purpose. This is in order
competition section ol to maintain the freshness of the artist’s vision. Whe
- . : . . n
Time: 10am-8pm the festival. Bangladeshi movie b oot d with th ] s of th I
, XA ol Bandtidteh -l el one is confronted with the complexities of the styles
Titfe: Artin Mind M::i;afz:nSai:fr FaE:m;ki";ﬂ;dtl-:t and mediums of the artists, with computerised
ArﬂstAlﬂMKﬂifI}Bhlﬂﬂn : S ]l:Ciﬂl MaHAnEE T éan?- s L | screen touches, development from photographs and
Venue: Galerie Zoom, Alliance "”I[m pRIN what you will, the pristine vision and mode of art is
Francaise de Dacca, 26, Mirpur Road, “ R by il Saiarh indeed a welcome change. Not all the paintings
Dhanmondi AT by PrasannaJayako dy’wm; appear naive as some can pass for the sophisticated
Date: January 10-21 Bthe International Crites Thish presentation of master painters from Bangladesh too.
Time: Sam-12pm & Spm-8pm (every- . provided by International Fil[dn Arif, who has widely travelled in Europe, with his
day), Sem-8pm (Sunday) Recipients of the film awards Critics Federation (FIPRESCI) Jury. f;thefwhﬂ e dgﬂﬂ%mm n Gegn;]an?- D
SR ‘ _ b S s , o : : 1A : uriganga to the River Thames, and hopes that this
Sﬂllpﬂlﬂ Exhibition ERSHAD KAMOL Of the annm{n(;u('i 11 sections of  have been arranging the Itesu‘ml dlrﬁ;{;gt}ydlf:zl;;dg:;:; Bi’?fl?l:] waterway too will be rescued in time, with effort and
Title: Ecoloqy of Mind-2 films -- Australasian Cinema, regularly. In the previous nine : - Brincinutl
s Alak Ro ENTH Dhaka International  Retrospective, Tribute, Cinema of occasions we had never faced such ﬁf'“"d awarded by*S[C_;NIS. a Bel- Sample of art work by Arif-Al Karim Bhuyian mﬁzzx;%.ﬁn in s dnTanitare 23
cufptor: Y the World, Focus, African Films, glum based organisation. Malay- o ot S

Vepue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Ads,
Bengal Shilpalaya, H 275/F, Road 27
(old), Dhanmondi and British Councl, 5

I Film Festival, the biggest
eventofits kind in the coun-
try, ended yesterday at the National
Museum Auditorium. Though

Bangladesh Panorama, Independ-
ent Film, Women Filmmaker Sec-
tion, Spiritual Film Session and

bureaucratic restrictions, never
had we paid for censorship clear-
ance to the board for arranging the
festival, Like the previous years we

sian movie Cinta, directed by Kabir
Bhatia won the Special Mention at
the same category.

Oprah Winfrey and Discovery to

;dzﬁmum initially the organiser Rainbow lnter}r:aliu[n;:l(;inemu-~the}{}rgam also approached the Ministry of o Hupkn}iﬁ;}ar (;}Iﬂfpﬂ, diﬂc:fd by

. Film Society announced that the Iser has failed to screen African Information for special consider- auqir med won Audience
TRpg: 1 7pen-3pim nine-day festivalwould continueat ~ Films, Retrospective, Tribute and  ation, but we had not get any posi- Award, which was warded by the Create new Cable network
Solo Recitation five venues, which began on Janu- Focus sections. Only one movie tiveresponse.” Sunf[‘ydnne*ynflheﬂrganiser.

‘ arv 10. was held at only two ven- had been screened from two sec- “Moreover, we did not get cen- The festival was arranged by . , .

Artiste: Belaye! Hossain ues: Central Public Library Audito-  tions. sorship clearance in time. Which is Rainbow Film Society in associ- Opra_thfrf:y. tae daylunet_a!k shuwdwa_whnse necix
Organiser: Bangladesh Udichi i, and National Museum Audi- In response to the question whywe couldnotgivetheschedule ation with European Union, | ®MPHi€ also includes a television production company,
NRpO torium. related to the failure the organisers  of the festival in press. That is the Embassy of the Kingdom of the radio show, magazine, popular website and other ven-
Venue: National Theatre Stage, Bangla- Only 33 movies had been blamed the restriction created by reason behind unsatisfactory Netherlands, Royal Norwegian nu:ﬁ_,\,}'ﬂlsuunbeg?mnghernwnteleywslqnnenvqu.
desh SnilpakalaAcademy screened of the expected over 100 Bangladesh Film Censor Board. turnout” said Zamal. Embassy, SIGNIS, Religion T :jn reyhand l?lhcuvery Communications said last
Date: January 19 full-length films, short films and Directorofthe Festival Committee, “In fact, the government should Today Film Festival and GMG Oueiha'FV't fat [NEY W‘LUM Jmlnﬂlr’ create OWN, the
Time:8:30 pm documentaries from 40 countries. Ahmed Muztaba Zamal said, “We  immediately form a guideline Airlines. oL inirey Network, a cable television channel to

“Homeguti Khela”: A traditional game
marked with festivity

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

The two-century-old traditional
“Homeguti Khela” was recently held
at the Boroiata field in Laxmipur
village, Phulbaria Upazila, some 16
kilometer away from the district

town. Thousands of enthusiastic
people from near and far thronged
the venue and enjoyed the game.
According to the organisers, the
sportis held annually.

President of Homeguti Khela
Smriti Sangsad, A.B. Siddique,

= - .-‘f———r.-‘—--i—_—--;;;“- -

inaugurated the game. Among
others, local Union Parishad Chair-
man, Ashiqul Haque, was present
atthe event.

“Homeguti Khela” (the game
requires hiding the guti, a brass ball)
is played on the last day of the Ben-
gali month, Poush, every year. The
day is locally known as “Pahura” or
“Poush Sangkranti” and is cele-
brated by thelocal people.

Residents of several villages of
the upazila, form a group and
participate in the game. The guti
or brass ball, weighting around 30
kilograms, is hidden by a group,
which another group has to
locate. The winning team 1is
accorded areception in Laxmipur
village. The game does not end
until the guti is found. Last year

ratloguessil 99

make 1ts debut in 2009 on what is now the Discovery
Health Channel, Discovery Health is available in more
than 70 million homes.

The new channel will not initially carry The Oprah
Winfrey Show, the top-rated syndicated daytime talk
show featuring Winfrey as host. But Winfrey said that
she had the optiontoend thatshowin20100r2011 and

| could mave the talkshowto the new channel then. |
“Eventually that will happen, we hope,” Winfrey

said in a conference call with reporterslast Tuesday.

The venture will be half owned by Discovery, of
Silver Spring, Md, and half by Harpo Inc, Winfrey's
production company, which is based in Chicago.
Winfrey will serve as chairwoman of the network, will
have full editorial control over the joint venture and
will beresponsible forits “programming, branding and
creative vision,” the companies said.

In addition to continuing her syndicated talk show,
Winfrey said she would also continue to produce pro-
gramming for other outlets. A new reality show, Oprah’s
Big Give, is scheduled tobegin on ABC in March.

Discovery and Harpo said the new venture involved
no additional cash investment, but that Winfrey would
contribute her Oprah.com website to the company.
Thisis notWinfrey's first foray into television program-
ming. She was an initial investor in the Oxygen cable
channel in 1998, but she soon cut many of her ties to
thatcompany.

Asked about the difference between Oxygen, which
was sold to NBC in October for $925 million, and the

referred to as a co-founder of the channel in news
reports at the time.

“I was not a participant in the development of the
channel,” she said. “That's why after a couple of board
meetings [ took myself off the board.”

With the Oprah Winfrey Network, “I will have edito-
rial control,” she said. “I have a vision for what we want
to accomplish with this network.”

David Zaslay, president and chief executive of Dis-

the game continued for eight
: hﬂurgstraightand was eventuglly latest venture, Winfrey said Oxygen “did notreflectmy covery Communications, said that he and Winfrey
found in the Vitibari village, close _ ! _ PHOTO:STAR | ypjce.” That assertion is subject to interpretation, wouldimmediately begin asearch fora chiefexecutive
to Muktagacha Upazila. Once the Singer Zahid Hasan performs at a solo ghazal evening organised by | however; Winfrey was host of a 12-part series called  for the OprahWinfrey Network.
e game continued for ten days at a 'Shudhaswar’, a social organisation in Bogra. The programme was recently | Oprah Goes Online on Oxygen. The show was sort of a
A scene from the game strech. held atthe Community Development Library (CDL) auditorium, Bogra primer on the Internet. She also was frequently Source:Internet |
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