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CHT ecology threatened
by illegal rock extraction

Over 8 lakh cft rocks collected annually from 28 upazilas

JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari

lllegal extraction of rocks from hills
goes on unabated in Chittagong
Hill Tracts (CHT), posing a serious
threat to the ecology.

Extraction of rocks cause ero-
sion of soil and hill cliffs, triggering
landslides and claiming lives, par-
ticularly in rainy season.

Besides, rivers, canals and water
bodies are being silted by the
eroded soil from hills, carried by
water, accentuating flooding.

Over 8 lakh cft rocks are collected
annually from 28 upazilas in CHT. On
an average, around 40,00 cft rocks are
collected in a day during dry season
and one cft is sold at Tk 130 to Tk 150,
accordingto rock collectors.

The government should get at
least Tk 5 core revenue annually from
eight lakh cft rocks at the rate of Tk 62
per cft (set for rocks collected from
water bodies), sources at divisional
forest office said. But the revenue
collectionis nil now, they said

The illegal extraction goes on
unabated under the nose of officials
of government departments con-
cerned, theysaid.

An Assistant Commissioner in
Bandarban district administration
seeking anonymity said, "We only
authorise collection of natural
rocks from Chhara or Ziri
(streams). Extraction of rocks from
hills is illegal. Itis the responsibility
of forestdeparument to check this”,

Divisional Forest Officer in
Khagrachhari Shah-e-Alam said
according to law, forest department
issues ‘transit pass’ for rock collec-
tion and collects revenue.

"I am not aware of extraction of
rocks from hills. 1 will probe the
matter and take action”, he said

Primary buyers of the illegally
extracted hill rocks are contractors
of different government projects
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lllegally extracted rocks piled up beside a road in Ruma upzila in Bandarban.

member Mariom Akter Rumu said.
The unscrupulous traders have
a syndicate and employ day labor-
ers to collect rocks, said Pradip
Chowdhury, Khagrachhari district
coordinator of Center for
Sustainable Development (CFSD).
Sanu Mong Marma, a rock
collector in Gugrachhari, told this
correspondent that he was not
aware of any adverse ecological
effectofrock extraction from hills.
A high official in Khagrachhari
district administration said indige-
nous people collect hill rocks to build
their prayer houses while Bangla
speaking people are also engaged in
the illegal work as asource of income.
The districtadministration does
not have any team to check illegal
extraction of rocks, officials said.

under municipalities, LGED (local
government and engineering
department), Chittagong Hill
Tracts Development Board, Power
Development Board (PDB) offices,
three hill district councils and the
Roads and Highways Department
in the three hill districts. The illegal
work is going on allegedly in con-
nivance with a section of officials,
the sources claimed.

This correspondent during
visits saw huge stockpiles of hill
rocks at Nunchhari, Champaghat,
Gugrachhari and Mohalchhara in
Khagrachhari Sadar upazila;
Akhbari, Dharmopur and Ramsira
in Matranga upazila; Baradam,
Babuchhara and Araimail in
Dighinala; Kongchairipara and
Simanapara in Panchhari;

Sindukchhara and Karbaripara in
Mohalchhari; Jouthakhamar and
Headmanpara in Ramgar upazila,
and at different spots in
Laxmichhari and Manikchhari
upazilas in Khagrachhari.

Huge stocks of boulders col-
lected from hills without govern-
ment approval were also seen in at
lest 43 spots in Rangamati and
Bandarban districts.

Different political leaders,
influential groups and sections of
businessmen are involved in the
illegal rocks collection, said
Mohammad Ibrahim Khalil, secre-
tary of local environmental organi-
sation Parivesh Andolon Forum,

The syndicate supplies rocks to
construction companies who used
those in construction work, its

Removal of
Devashis
demanded

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

Parbattya Chattagram Somo
Odhikar Andolan, a platform of
Bengali settlers here, yesterday
demanded immediate removal of
Chakma circle chief Barrister
Devashis Roy from the post of
special assistant to the Chief
Advisor (CA) of Caretaker
Government,

Somo Odhikar demanded this
at a press conference held at their
office here.

They further demanded
appointment of staff in three hill
district councils (HDCs) on the
basis of population. They urged the
governmentto change the policy of
recruitment in local government
bodies where usually indigenous
people are recruited.

Later, Somo Odhikar leaders
declared that they would
announce their next course of
actionsoon.

Somo Odhikar district unit
secretary Md Jahangir Kamal, joint
secretary Md Yunus, pourasabha
president Shahid Chowdhury,
pourasabha convener Md Saber
and Parbatya Bangali Chhatra
Parishad district unit president Md
Solaiman addressed.

New committee
of Sylhet Bar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Dewan Golam Rabbani
Chwodhury and Sarwar Ahmed
Chowdhury have been elected
president and general secretary
of Sylhet District Bar
Association.

AS Abdullah Chowdhury won
the post of vice-president (I),
Hossain Ahmed joint secretary,
Md Shafiqul Islam library secre-
tary, Md Tarek social welfare
secretary, Md Altaf Hossain
election officer and Md Muslim
Uddin and Romendra Kumar
Das assistant secretaries in the
election held on Thursday.
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Innovative farmer Shafiqul Islam of Barchara village in Sreepur upazila in Gazipur is now a well off man by cultivating
tasty varieties of plums like Baukul and Apple Kul on tubs.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Casual workers of six jute mills in
Khulna-Jessore industrial belt
yesterday urged the project direc-
tors of the mills to pay their arrears
from the fund allocated by the
governmenton Thursday.

The government has allocated
Tk 5 crore for payment of arrears of
workers of six jute mills on emer-
gency basis.

Casual Workers' Action
Committee leaders urged this at a
meeting held at Khalishpur. They
appealed to the management of the
mills not to create any untoward
situation by delaying full payment of
all arrears to the workers from the
government fund by January 22. They
have threatened self-immolation for
non-paymentofdues.

Workers who quit their jobs
under Voluntary Retirement
Scheme (VRS) have given the
ultimatum to the Bangladesh Jute
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Jute workers demand
arrears by Jan 22

Mills Corporation (BJMC) authori-
ties by the deadline to avoid dire
consequences.

Action committee convenor
Shahidul Islam Giash chaired the
meeting.

Casual workers are on agitation
since December 30 last year to
realise their five-point demand.
They observed work stoppage
resulting in sharp decline in pro-
duction in the six-state-owned jute
mills.

General workers of Crescent
Jute Mills, Platinum Jute Mills and
Star Jute Mills held a rally at
Patherbazar in Digholia upazila in
Khulnainthe afternoon.

An amount of over Tk 350 crore
is needed for payment of arrears of
daily casual workers, 7,000 perma-
nent workers, workers under VRS
and those on forced retirement in
six jute mills of Khulna-Jessore
industrial belt, said a source in
BIMC zonal office.
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ASHUGANJ POWER STATION COMPANY LIMITED

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)

Ashuganj, B. Baria-3402, Bangladesh.

Telephone: 08528-74033, Fax: 08528-74044, E-mail: apsclbd@yahoo.com
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UNO sued by
woman UP
chairman

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

A woman Union Parishad chair-
man has sued Agoiljhara Upazila
Nirbahi Officer for allegedly trying
to abuse her sexually.

Hosneara Begum, chairman of
Ratnapur UP lodged a case with
women and children repression
prevention court here on Thursday
against UNO Abdul Latif.

Hosneara Begum is the widow
of late Jahangir Hossain Makhon
Serniabat who was elected chair-
man of the UP three tiems earlier.

In the case she alleged that the |

UNO tried at abuse her his office on
January 14. She also named five
witnesses in her case.

Accepting the case, Judge Abul

Hossain ordered chief judicial
magistrate Mainuddin Islam to
investigate and submit a report
within seven days.

When contacted over phone,
the UNO said the allegation is false
and baseless. The UP chairman
was involved in irregularities in
implementing some development
projects. After the irregularities
were detected, he asked her to
explain. The case was filed out of
vengeance, the UNO said.

2 killed in
Sylhet clash
over land

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Two people have been killed and 24
others sustained injuries in a rivals’
clash over land at Aglospur village in
Golapganj upazila on Thursday,
police said.

The dead are Shebul Miah,25,
and Ana Miah,40.

The clash ensued as both the
groups went to occupy a disputed
plotofland at the village, police said.
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Murder, abduction decline
In Jhenidah, rape increases

HOSSAIN SERA] AND AZIBOR
RAHMAN in fhenidah

Incidents of murder and abduc-
tion marked a decline in six
upazilas of Jhenidah district last
year but those of robbery hovered
around the previous year's figure,
according to police, and other
sources.

Incidents of rape increased but
extortion and tender manipula-
tiondeclined, police records said.

Twenty-one people were mur-
dered in the district last year
against 59 in 2006, 49 in 2005, 67 in
2004 and 56in 2003,

The victims included political
leaders, public representatives
including a municipality chair-
man, Union Parishad (UP) mem-
bers and businessman, the
sources said.

Twenty-six incidents of rape
took place last year against 16 in
2006, 17 in 2005, 40 in 2004 and 57
in 2003. Police recorded only one
incident of abduction during the
period against two in 2006, 45 in
2005and 47 in 2004,

Police records showed that six
incidents of robbery took place
last year against eight in the previ-
OUs year.

As the incidents of murder,
extortion, abduction and tender
manipulation declined, Jhenidah
police officials claimed that it was
an improvement in the overall law
and order situation in the crime-
infested district because of vigi-
lance by lawenforcers.

“All out steps have been taken
to check crimes and there has
been a great success, We are hop-
ing more success in an area where
outlaws had unleashed a reign of
terror for the last 34 years”,
Jhenidah Assistant
Superintendent of Police (ASP)
Nazrul Islam told The Daily Star
yesterday.

A high ranking police official
not willing to be named however
said, “It will not be easy 1o root out
crimes overnight as most of the
outlaws and criminals are shel-
tered by leaders of major political
parties here”.

A section of leaders of big polit-
ical parties always shelter criminal
gangs and outlaws for their use to
establish supremacy in their areas
and rig vote during election. This
isanold tradition here, he said.

According to police and
intelligence sources, at least 11
outlawed parties with about

1000 armed cadres are still
active in the district. They have
at least 500 firearms, which
were used in crimes before
promulgation of emergency in
January last year, the police
official said.

The outlawed parties active in
the district are three factions of
Purbo Banglar Communist Party,
New Biplobi Communist Party
(NBCP), Biplobi Communist Party
(BCP), Banglar Communist
(BCP-Laltu), Gono Mukti Fouz
(GMF), Jasod Gano Bahini (JGB),
Socialist Party (SP), Biplobj
Anuragi (BA) and Chhinnomul
Communist Party (CCP).

“Deaths of outlaws and hard-
ened criminals in ‘crossfire' with
law enforcers have also helped
improvement in the law and
order. They (outlaws) were
mainly responsible for a slide in
law and order”, the police official
claimed.

He said 53 outlaws and hard-
ened criminals were killed in
‘crossfire’ from November 1 to
December 2007,

Of the ‘crossfire’ victims', 50
were outlaws, two were bandit
leaders and the rest were extor-
tionists.

SEED CRISIS IN SIDR-HIT AREAS

Multinationals try to push
In hybrid paddy seeds

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Agents of multinational companies
have started propagation inabid to
introduce one-time usable foreign
hybrid paddy seeds in the Sidr-
affected southern region, where
scarcity of high yielding local vari-
eties of paddy seeds loom large.

The initiative, if becomes suc-
cessful, is likely to cause perma-
nent crisis and lead to the extinc-
tion of local varieties of paddy,
agriculturists said in a tone of
warning.

More than seventy per cent
farmersin thé solithern region lide
local varieties of paddy seeds --
white coarse, red coarse, nakuchi,
moulta, kartikshail, rajashail,
vushihara and other types, sources
of Barisal Agriculture Extension
Departmentsaid.

In Jhalakathi, Barisal and
Pirojpur districts, 34, 44 and 54
local varieties of paddy are usually
cultivated.

Dr Md Shahidul Islam, senior
scientific officer of Barisal centre of
Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute, said farmers in the region
are accustomed to cultivating
paddy with local varieties of seeds
that are more suitable than "high

yielding' hybrid seeds in view of
geographical condition and capac-
ity to resist different types of pests
and natural calamities.

Thirty to forty-two per cent
under cultivation Amon paddy in
the Sidr-affected region have been
destroyed and preserving paddy
for seeds after meeting the
demands for food and other neces-
sities has become difficult.

Agricultural experts said lands
used for paddy cultivation in this
region are low or mid-raised and
suitable for using local varieties of
paddy seeds. So immediate gov-
ernmernt initiatives are needed for
collecting paddy to use in prepar-
ing standard quality of local variet-
ies of paddy seeds before the farm-
erssellitoruse for food.

Md Basiruddin, additional
director of Barisal AED, said the
disaster caused by hurricane Sidr
will lead to crisis of Amon paddy
seeds for the next season and they
are suggesting farmers in the
region to prepare seeds from the
partallydamaged paddy.

Taking the opportunities of seed
crisis for next Amon season, agents
of different multinational compa-
nies have already started propaga-
tion for marketing hybrid foreign

varieties of seeds that usable for
one time only.

They are trying to lure farmers
telling them about high production
rates and assuring constant supply
of sufficient seeds for the coming
seasons,

They also claim that these
genetically modified foreign seeds
have better pest and disaster resis-
tance capacity.

Agriculture experts and farmers
in the region, on the other hand,
said introduction of foreign seeds
will threaten extinction of local
varieties of paddy that have good
taste and greater food values. *

Besides, production cost will
rise as foreign varieties need more
care and costly fertiliser, irrigation
and pesticides.

So the government should take
initiative for collection, prepara-
tion, development and supply of
local varieties of paddy seeds and
take measures so that farmers are
not lured to use foreign seeds for
‘more profit’ for the time being,
theysaid.

Ultimately it would endanger
agriculture in the future by giving
monopoly to multinational com-
panies in the country’s agricultural
sector, theyadded.
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