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Lanka war cannot be won,
say peace monitors

AFP, Colombo

Nordic peace monitors pulled out
of Sri Lanka yesterday following
the collapse of a ceasefire, and
warned that the war between the
island's government and Tamil
rebels cannot be won by either
side.

The Norwegian-led Sri Lankan
Monitoring Mission (SLMM) was
to shut down its operations late
Wednesday, after Colombo
decided two weeks ago to scrap a
truce with the Tamil Tigers, put in
place by Oslo in 2002.

"We are absolutely convinced
that this complex conflict cannot
be solved by military means,”

US restricts
staff after
[Lebanon blast

AP, Beirut

The US Embassy restricted the
movement of its staff Wednesday
and urged Americans to be vigilant
a day after a bomb hit one of its
vehicles in the first artack in more
than two decades targeting
Americandiplomats here.

Two Lebanese and a Syrian were
killed in the bombing,-which took
place as President Bush was tour-
ing the Middle East. The attack
highlighted the growing chaos 1n
Lebanon, which has descended
into violence over the last three
years after almost a decade of calm
followingits long civil war.

US diplomats are deeply involved
in the country's fractured politics,
supporting the government against
the Syrian-backed opposition. The
sides have been deadlocked over
choosinganewpresident.

The armour-plated embassy car
was damaged in the bombing on a
north Beirut highway, and its
Lebanese driver and an American
teacher at a nearby church were
among 26 people wounded. Two
Lebanese and a Synan bystander
were killed.

Lebanese troops set up check-
points and diverted traffic
Wednesday near the north Beirut
seaside highway where the bomb
exploded aroad that embassy staff
would have had to take to attend a
farewell reception for the depart-
ing US ambassador scheduled later

SLMM chief Lars Jon Solvberg
told reporters hours before the
31-member Norwegian and
Icelandic team were to leave the
island.

*I find it's my duty to come to
this conclusion as we terminate
our operations, although itisnota
task for the SLMM to advise the
parties to the ceasefire agreement
or other actors on how to find a
solution,” he said.

Sri Lanka has been at war for
decades with the Tamil Tigers,
who are fighting to carve out an
independent state in the north
and east of the ethnic Sinhalese-
majorityisland.

Fighting between government
forces and Tamil Tiger rebels has
intensified since 2005 and some
5,000 people have died, which left
the SLMM watching a slideback
into war, not monitoring a truce.

Late last year the teams said
they had lost count of ceasefire
violations, and the SLMM has also
come in for rabid criticism from
both sides -- accused by Colombo
of being pro-rebel and by the
Tigers of being inactive.

In a parting shot, Sri Lanka's
defence spokesman Keheliya
Rambukwella on Wednesday
described the SLMM as "a futile
organisation.”

Tuesday. [t was cancelled.

PHOTO: AFP
Pakistani commuters pass billboards of general election candidates along a
street in Rawalpindi yesterday. Pakistani security forces have arrested eight
suspected Islamic militants accused of involvement in a recent wave of
suicide and terrorist attacks, the interior ministry said on Tuesday.
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The Nordic monitors have also
been accused of being "on holi-
day".

Solvberg, a retired Norwegian
army general, brushed off the
criticism.

"We have been hated over the
past six years. People have called
us inefficient, powerless and
biased. But that's the nature of
our job, we tried to be neutral in
every single incident,” said
Solvberg.

He said his team was "disap-
pointed” over the island’s return
to war, and said he hoped there
would be a return to talks "sooner
rather than later.”

AFP, Kolkata

Health officials in eastern India began
the slaughter of tens of thousands of
chickens yesterday, a day after New
Delhi confirmed an outbreak of the
deadlyavian fluin theregion.

Anisur Rahaman, animal
resources minister of West Bengal
state, told AFP that 55 rapid
response teams had fanned out
from “"core areas like Margram
where the disease was first
detected," intending to kil more
than 400,000 chickens.

The slaughter started a day after
India's agriculture ministry con-
firmed poultry deaths due to avian
flu last week in densely-populated
West Bengal, which borders
Bangladesh, where authorities

PHOTO: AFP

Sri Lankan army soldiers stand alert at the site of a roadside bomb attack on a bus in Buttala, some 235 km from
Colombo yesterday. At least 26 civilians were killed and dozens wounded in a suspected Tamil Tiger bomb attack on
a crowded bus in southern SriLanka, officials said, as the island's ceasefire was setto end.

Foreign intervention an
'enemy act': Pak govt

Bird flu cull begins
in West Bengal

have struggled to contain an out-
break of the virus.

The birds slaughtered
Wednesday were being put into
sacks and would be buried, ahealth
official told AFP at Margram village,
125 kilometres (75 miles) from the
state capital Kolkata.

But villagers in Margram said
they had sold sick and dead birds
for human consumption.

"Most of the chickens (in
Margram) died in the past fort-
night," Mohammed Jinnah, a resi-
dent of Margram village, told an AFP
photographer. "People here sold the
dead chickens as meat for 10 rupees
(25cents) akilo (2.2 pounds).”

"There are very few chickens
left, most of the birds killed by the
officers areducks,"” headded.

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan's foreign ministry warned
yesterday that any unauthorised
military strike by international
forces against al-Qaeda militants
on Pakistani soil would be consid-
ered an "enemyact.”

The warning came days after
President Pervez Musharraf said in
a newspaper interview that an
incursion bythe US-led coalition in
Afghanistan without permission
would be treated as an invasion.

Growing Islamist militancy in
Pakistan's tribal areas has raised
concerns in the United States, with
reports that Washington is consid-
ering giving the Pentagon and the

CIA new authority to conduct
covertoperations.

"Without Pakistan's permis-
sion, without Pakistan's involve-
ment, any action by a foreign gov-
ernmenton Pakistan's territory will
be an enemy act,” foreign ministry
Mohammad Sadiq told weekly
briefing.

Sadiq said Pakistan welcomed
any international help in the fight
against terrorism, but would not
allow foreign troops to take direct
action onits territory, he said.

"We have cooperation with the
international community in (the)
war on terror and in... intelligence
sharing, training, technical coop-
eration and provision of equip-
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Severe cold, snow
claim 120 lives

in Afghanistan
AFP, Kabul

Two weeks of heavy snowfalls,
avalanches and severe cold in
Afghanistan have killed 120 people
and tens of thousands of domestic
animals, government officials said
Wednesday.

Parts of northern Afghanistan
are under 3.5 metres (11 feet) of
snow with several roads blocked,
cutting off scores of remote villages
and districts that are home to
thousands of people, the disaster
management department said.

In two weeks to Tuesday, 106
people were recorded dead and 134
wounded, it said. Nearly 30,000
animals were also killed and more
than 50 districts cut off, it said in a
statement.

The hardest-hit province was
Herat in the west, where 60 people
were confirmed dead and 17 miss-
ing, itsaid.

mentand armament,” he said.

"So that is the area of coopera-
tion, where we allow the interna-
tional community to help us and
support us because that facilitates
ourwar onterror.”

Taliban and al-Qaeda-linked
militancy has intensified in the
tribal areas since Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf
ordered troops to crush an uprising
ataradical mosque in Islamabad in
July.

Hundreds of Islamist militants
attacked and captured a Pakistani
paramilitary fort near the Afghan
border on Wednesday, leaving
seven troops and up to 50 rebels
dead, the army said.

AFF‘. Gaza City

An Israeli air strike killed three
civiliansincluding a teenager in the
heart of Hamas-run Gaza Strip on
Wednesday, a day after the deadli-
est day of violence in the territory
in more than ayear.

The victims -- a 13-year-old boy,
his father and uncle -- were killed
when a missile slammed into their
car as it drove through Gaza City,
medics said.

[sraeli-Palestinian fighting
has escalated since the two
sides revived peace talks in
November, overshadowing US
President George W. Bush's
prediction of a deal by the time
he leaves office in January

New Israeli strike kills
3 Gaza civilians

2009, .

Wednesday's Gaza strike fol-
lowed the killing of a top com-
mander of the radical Islamic Jihad
in the occupied West Bank and the
death of 19 Palestinians in Israeli
raids on Gaza on Tuesday.

Another three people were
seriously wounded in the Gaza City
strike, while another four
Palestinians were wounded in two
Israeli raids in the north of the
impoverished territory, medics
said.

[slamic Jihad said in a statement
that the Gaza City strike had tar-
geted but missed a group of its
fighters.

The Israeli army had no imme-
diate comment.

Female bomber kills 8 in Iraq

AP, Baghdad

A women wearing a suicide vest
blew herself up near a popular
market and a Shia mosque 1n res-
tive Diyala province north of the
capital Wednesday, killing eight
civilians and wounding seven
others, police said.

The ‘attack took place in Khan
Bani Saad, a town nine miles south
of Bagouba, Diyala's provincial
capital. Police spoke on condition
of anonymity because they were
not authorised to release informa-
tion to the media.

The province has defied the trend
toward lower violence over the past
six months in Baghdad and much of
central Iraq. Insurgents who were
pushed out of the western province
of Anbar and out of Baghdad have

shifted their operations into the
farming region of palm and citrus
groves, where Shja and Sunni com-
munities press up next to' each other
as ifonacheckerboard.

Diyala has been amajor focusofa
nationwide campaign the US mili-
tary launched last week against al-
Qaeda in Iraq and other extremists.
Six US soldiers were killed and four
were wounded as they searched a
booby-trapped house in Diyala just
daysinto the military operation.

At least 273 civilians were slain
in Diyala last month, compared to
atleast 213 in June, according to an
Associated Press count. Over the
same span, monthly civilian deaths
in Baghdad dropped from at least
838toatleast 182.

But after several months of
relative quiet in Baghdad, fighters

believed allied with Iran have
resumed mortar and rocket
attacks, with several big blasts
heard shortly after dawn on
Wednesday as well as a few more
laterin the morning.

On Tuesday, at least five mortars
crashed into the fortified Green
Zone, site of the American
Embassy and Iraqi government on
Tuesday night, not long after
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice held a news conference after
making an unannounced visit.

On Tuesday night, at least five
mortars crashed into the fortified
Green Zone, site of the American
Embassy and Iraqi government,
not long after Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice held a news
conference after making an unan-
nounced visit.

AFP, Detroit

Republican Mitt Romney has
revived his flickering White House
hopes, powering to a Michigan
primary victory as worries about
the US economy increasingly
define the 2008 election battle.

“Tonight marks the beginning of
a comeback, a comeback for
America,” the former
Massachusetts governor told
cheering supporters after his win
late Tuesday, which left the
Republican presidential nomina-
tionrace wide open.

"Only a week ago a win looked
like itwas impossible, but then you
got out and told America what they
needed to hear,” the multi-
millionaire Mormon businessman
told some 300 delirious supporters,
his wife Ann just next to him,

“Let's take this campaign to
South Carolina and Nevada and
Florida and all over the country,
and let's take it all the way to the

PHOTO: AFP
Republican presidential hopeful former Massachusetts governor Mitt

Romney addresses supporters during a post-primary results rally at the
Embassy-Suites Hotel Tuesday in Southfield, Michigan, after winning the
Michigan primary.

Romney keeps hopes!
alive as Democrats

call truce in race row

White House!"

Meanwhile, in the unpredict-
able Democratic battle, Hillary
Clinton and Barack Obama came
together for a face-to-face debate
in gambling paradise Las Vegas,
after carefully smoothing over a
bitter race dispute.

Romney, who was born in
Michigan, beat his nearest rival,
Senator John McCain, by 39 per-
centto 30 percent, with exArkansas
governor Mike Huckabee coming
in third with 16 percent of votes.

But with three different
Republican winners in the three
main nominating contests held so
far in the roller-coaster White
House race ahead of the November
elections, everything was still left to
play for.

"I think we've shown them we
don'tmind a fight. We don't mind a
fight, and we're in it," McCain, a
Vietnam war veteran who spent
five and a half years as & prisoner of
war, told supporters.

Institutionalising the Department of Women's Studies
of University of Dhaka

Job Opportunity

An ISS-DU Collaborative Project

Applications are invited from Bangladeshi nationals for the following (project based) positions in
the Department of Women and Gender Studies, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh.

1. Professor (1)

The applicant must be a renowned scholar in the field of gender and women's studies with PhD
degree in Social Sciences. S/he must have original research based publications on gender and
women's issues in the form of books and articles in journals at both home and abroad. Expertise
in feminist studies, women's movement and women's development issues, as well as knowledge
of developments in national and international field will be considered as added qualifications.
The applicant must at least 15 years experience in teaching at university or similar institution of

higher learning.
Salary to be discussed.
2. Associate Professor (2)

Candidates must have high academic qualifications preferably a PhD or equivalent degree.
They should have at least 7 years of teaching and research experience in a recognised
university or Institute of Advanced Research. They should have original research work published
in recognised journals. Candidates with higher degree and/or research and publications in
women and gender studies will be given special consideration. Expenence and performance as
a teacher as well as significant contribution to different areas of university activities especially in
guiding the overall educational and cocurricular activities of students will also be treated as

qualification.
Salary to be discussed.

Applicants should provide eight copies bio-data and full particulars in line with the qualification
asked for all applications should be accompanied by passport size photographs, attested copies
of all relevant certificates and testimonials etc. Incomplete application will not be considered.
Any undue pressure will be considered as disqualification. Only those applications selected for
interview will be individually notified. All applications are therefore requested to provide their
present contact address (including telephone, e-mail, fax, if any). Applications must reach the
office of the Chairperson, Department of Women and Gender Studies, 4" Floor, Arts Building,

Dhaka University by 7 February 2008. The positions for which applications are submitted should
be clearly marked on the top of envelop.
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Ayesha Banu
Chair
Department of Women and Gender Studies
Dhaka Universi




