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DU teachers
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detainees will be freed 'within the

next few days, whatever the court
verdictmightbe'.

The DU agitators yesterday said
the government's promise was not
clear enough arding in which
fashion their det

ned peers will be
freed from jail.

Former president of Dhaka
University Teachers' Association
(Duta) Prof AAMS Arefin Siddigue
said nobody is feeling assured that
$e detainees will b‘:imﬁmsttl:l uill_l‘l li:

ified manner any tune :
seggms the incidents of Rajshahi
University are about to visit the DU
campus, as the government IS
insisting on freeing the detainees
through the 'legal mechanism’, he

added. .
He said, "But such repeuunn of

Rajshahi University incidents
t make the situation more
complicated and might not be
acceptable to all. Rather it will be
better if the government withdraws
the cases. That will be dignified for
the government and the detainees
mﬁgading to easing of the accu-
mulated tension between the
governmentand the university.”

The students however contin-
ued their peaceful demonstrations
on the campus demanding their
peers' and teachers' release by
abstaining from classes for two
hour yesterday for the fourth day in
a row, and by collecting signatures
of fellow students, with silent vigils
and processions, by drawing street

ti, and by performing agit-
prop street theatres.

Hundreds of students articu-
lated their demand for the release
of the detainees by writing com-
ments and signing their names on
large banners hanging at various
places on the campus for the pur-
pose,

They will observe two-hour
class abstention from 11:00am to
1:00pm today too. They will also
hold a solidarity rally on the cam-
pus this morning. Students Against
Repression (SAR) announced a
two-hour class boycott programme
from 11:00am to 1:00pm every day
tll January 17.

A group of SAR leaders yester-

day afternoon met Vice-chancellor
Prof SMA Faiz and reiterated their
demand for the release of all
detainees.
STUDENTS'NEWS CONFERENCE
The agitating DU students at a
news briefing yesterday said the
education adviser's comment that
‘the detainees will be freed within
the next few days, whatever the
court verdict might be’ is not clear
enough.

SAR, a platform formed mainly
by left leaning student organisa-
tions, said there had been pledges
_earlier from the government and
the university authorities of releas-
ing the detainees, which were not
kept.

The agitators also said release of
only the detainees in two cases in
connection with violating the
Emergency Power Rules (EPR)
to ease the
crisis, rather they demanded
release of all detainees in connec-
tion with all the four cases filed in
connection with the violent inci-
dents on the campus between
August20and 22 ofthelastyear.

Two cases were filed against 4
teachers and 15 students in con-
EPR 2007,
two other cases were filed in con-
nection with torching of an army
vehicle. In one of the army vehicle
torching cases around 22 DU stu-
dents and a few other outsiders
were charged, while the charge
sheet in the other case in connec-
tion with the same incident has not
been submitted yet.
PROFANWAR'S STATEMENT
In a news release last evening

detained Prof Anwar Hossain's son
Sanjeeb Hossain said his father in
the court earlier in the day categor-
ically Pmlested the education
adviser's statement made on the
night before, and expressed deep
apprehension that the incidents of
Rajshahi University is about to
repeat themselves in Dhaka. Prof
Anwar Hossain is the general secre-
tary of Duta.

Prof Hossain termed the educa-
ton adviser's comment as irre-
sponsible, the release said. The
release quoted him as asking, why
the case against them would not be
withdrawn since they did not
commit any crime, Pointing at the
contradiction embedded in the
newly appointed education
adviser's statement the night
before the detained professor told
the court that the adviser is in
‘contempt of court' by making
such a statement, the release
added.

According to the release the
professor also said all detainees in
connection with the DU incidents
must be freed and all cases in con-
nection with the incidents must be
withdrawn if normalcy to be
restored on the campus.

The government on Sunday
decided to release the teachers and
students charged in two cases for
breaching the EPR 2007 during the
violent incidents on the campus
'upon completion of legal pro-
cess'.

DU VC Prof SMA Faiz yesterday
afternoon met Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed to discuss the
release of his students and col-
leagues.

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY

Meanwhile, students of Rajshahi
University (RU) yesterday contin-
ued their demonstrations on the
campus demanding release of 10
of their peers and a university
employee, convicted in connec-
tion with torching of a DGFI
vehicle there at the time of the
DU incidents that ended up
spilling over to other university
campuses countrywide.

They also demanded with-
drawal of the case filed by RU
authorities against many other
students for their involvement in
the violent incidents on the cam-
pus on August 23 last year.

Earlier, hundreds of students
attended their classes wearing
black ribbons, and staged sit-ins
in front of Shahidullah Arts
Building.

They carried banners and
placards demanding withdrawal
of the cases and unconditional
release of the convicted students
and the employee. They also
demanded release of the
detained DU teachers and stu-
dents. U5 i L kWD L (e

Adcomm clarifies
FROM PAGE 16

Adcomm, Signage, and Megavision
in their clarification yesterday also
said they had appealed to the 2nd
Judges Court seeking to be able to
pay the rent to the court under the
Rent Control Act, 1991. The court
accepted the petition, and since
October 2007, the companies have
been payingrent to the court.

Adcomm Limited further said
the landlord subsequently filed a
written objection. The court heard
both the parties on January 7 and
rejected the landlord's appeal on
the grounds that the landlord has
failed to satisfy the court as to why
the petitioner will be bound to
vacate the rented premises.

It was further ruled that the
tenant petitioners namely
Adcomm, Signage, and
Megavision, are allowed to con-
tinue to submitrents to the court.

FROM PAGE 1
13 with an eight-point demand that
included ademand forapayraise.

As tension mounted at MBM,
authorities of around 20 other
nearby readymade garment (RMG)
units shut down operations at their
factories in apprehension of labour
unrest.

At that time rumours were spread
among RMG workers that two of
their fellow workers including a
female were beaten to death inside
Opex Style Wears Ltd by hired goons
of the factory owner and their bodies
were dumped inside the factory.

As the rumour spread among the
workers of other factories like wild-
fire, they joined in the violent dem-
onstrations with the workers who
had already been on the street. They
rained brickbats on the police and
garment factories, damaging several
RMG units,

Police at that time swooped on
the agitating workers, charging
batons and firing teargas shells and
rubberbullets, witnesses said.

Soon the clash spread to the road
stretching from Mirpur Section 10
roundabout to Kanchukhet and into
all the alleys on both sides, turning
Mmost part of Mirpur into a combat
zone.

Police were seen retreating sev-
eral times in the face of attagslguf the

- Violently advancing workers. Several
journalists

on professional duty were
beatenbypolice during the clashes.
According 1o witnesses, when the
employees of MBM Garments
s Started agitation, the author-
. ltes of all factories in the area,
_ ©xcepting Opex Style Wears Ltd, shut
down their activigies apprehending
- 2ttacks on their factories. After the
.~ dosure of the factories, all the work-
15 came out on the streets and
Mthe agitating workers
. Parading the roads in front of the
- Meanwhile, in protest against the
:-.-n DORNWL : m‘hn ﬂfopﬂ Sf}_-‘iE

§

- RMG workers

Wears Ltd, the agitating workers
staged a demonstration in front of
the factory. At one stage, the employ-
ees of the factory attacked the agitat-
Ingworkers.

Workers said goons hired by Opex
Style Wears Ltd swooped on them
and beat to death two of their fellow
workers, the bodies of whom were
dumped inside the factory.

Around 8:00pm, police alongwith
six worker representatives entered
Opex Style Wears Ltd to find out
whether the two workers were really
killed inside the factory.

The six workers and police came
out of the building half an hour later
finding no dead body.

However, the situation tumed
volatile once again and the workers
started attacking police and vanda-
lising the factories as a rumour had
already spread that the six workers
who had entered Opex are flunkeys
ofthe factoryowner.

Police also went into action again
and resorted to baton charges, tear-
gas shells and rubber bullets for
about 40 minutes. During the action,
police beat up the angry protesters
indiscriminately.

When contacted, Capt (retd) M
Nurul Azim, director (finance) of
Opex Style Wears Ltd, denied the
allegation of torturing the workers
and said, “The vested quarters are
trying to influence the workers to be
violent.”

Earlier on Sunday, police beat up
a group of RMG workers in the city's
Sheorapara area after the workers
blockaded the busy Rokeya Saranito
drive their demands home vandalis-
ing several vehicles.

Yesterday's agitation is the fourth
of such incidents in the area since
January 2. Earlier, workers of SQ
Sweater Ltd staged demonstrations
on January 2 and 3 while workers of
three other factories of the same
group of companies barricaded

Rokeya Sarani on Saturday in sup-
portofsimilardemands.

Remarkable CSR

FROM PAGE 16
The research centre, which would

be the first ofits kind in the country,
will be supervised by renowned
teachers, scholars and researchers,
It will also award scholarship to
researchers and scholars at home
and abroad.

The DBBL formally launched its
operation in the country on June 3,
1996, and have been involved in
philanthropic and social activities
since then.

It established Dutch-Bangla
Bank Foundation (DBBF) in June
2001 to conduct humanitarian
activities including rehabilitation
of the destitute.

The bank has so far taken vari-
ous Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) programmes
including scholarship programme
for the meritorious and needy
students, blind education and
rehabilitation organisation,
HIV/AIDS assistance programme,
smile brighter programme, sup-
port to acid and dowry victims,
vesico vaginal fistula (VVF) opera-
tion to improve women's repro-
ductive health, disaster manage-
ment programme, and donation to
different organisations.

The DBBL received an interna-
tional award on CSR from Asian
Institute of Management, Manila
in the 3rd Annual Asian CSR Award
ceremony.

Motia

FROM PAGE 16

Rashid handed over Tk 1.18 lakh
from Demra Thana unit of AL to
Motia for the party's central relief
fund.

Meanwhile Abdur Razzak, also a
presidium member of AL, yester-
day called on the government to lift
the state of emergency in the coun-
try as soon as possible.

Briefing newsmen at the party's
Dhanmondi office, Razzak said the
party would discuss holding of an
early election, among other things,
if the government holds dialogue
with the political parties.

Following a meeting of AL's
committee for Relief Operation,
Razzak said around Tk 1.38 crore
has been deposited to the AL relief
fund till January 13. Out of this Tk
98,50,000 has already been distrib-
uted among the Sidr-affected
people, he said adding that they
have now Tk 39,31,850 remaining
in the fund.

Al is continuing its relief activi-
ties for Sidr victims, he added.

AL leaders Amir Hossain Amu,
Suranjit Sengupla, Syed Ashraful
Islam, Mukul Bose, Abdul Mannan,
Mahmudur Rahman Manna,
Akhtaruzzaman, Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin, Abdul Mannan Khan,
ABM Mozammel Hoque, among
others, were present at the briefing.

India, China

FROM PAGE 16

a broad agreement to push an often
testy relationship to a new level of
cooperation.

The pact lifts the target for bilat-
eral trade -- which soared to 38.7
billion dollars last year -- to 60 billion
dollars by 2010, and pledges a
renewed effort to solve a Himala
border dispute over which they
foughtabriefwarin 1962.

It also commits the two sides to
another joint military exercise this
year, following their first-ever exer-
cise late last year, and to pursue a
possible regional trade agreement,
said Singh, who arrived on Sunday.

Singh called the document "an
importantmilestone in the evolution
ofourrelations.”

“The profound changes
placein the world today present both
our countries with a historic oppor-
tunity to work together towards a
21st century that is conducive to
peace and development,” he told
reporters.

"It reflects not only our common
perceptions but also our desire to
purposefully cooperate in the
future.”

However, Singh also said in a

eech earlier in the day Beijing must

market barriers to Indian goods
“to bridge the rising trade deficit
between us.”

New Delhi is looking to rein in a
trade gap with China, which it says
jumped to about nine billion dollars
in 2007 from four billion dollars the
previous year as two-way trade has
exploded recently.

Singh's three-day visit, made in
the company of Commerce Minister
Kamal Nath, is the first by an Indian
prime minister to Chinain five years.

It comes as the world's two most
populous nations seek to strengthen
ties and overcome decades of mis-
trust, much of it stemming from the
borderdispute.

CA asks ministries

FROM PAGE 16
fiscal year.

Power Division, which got Tk
3,778 crore for development pro-
jects in the current budget, spent
Tk 351 crore or 9 percent in the first
fourmonths.

"It's a frustrating picture that we
couldn't spend the money when
the country is witnessing an acute
power crisis,” says a planning
ministry official.

The post and telecommunica-
tion ministry spent 4 percent of its
allocation, Energy Division only 2
percent, education ministry 12
percent, primary and mass educa-
tion ministry 16 percent, health
ministry 14 percent, communica-
tions ministry 7 percent, local
government division 18 percent,
water resources ministry only 3
percent, and agriculture ministry

18 percent of the allocation.
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EC studies emergency

FROM PAGE 1
In Pakistan period, the historic

general elections of 1970 were held
under martial laws. And in
Bangladesh, two parliamentary
polls--second and third-- were
held during the military rule of
Ziaur Rahman and HM Ershad.

Questions have risen in public
minds now whether the stalled
ninth parliamentary polls will be
held during the state of emergency
since the army-backed caretaker
government is yet to announce any
timeframe for lifting the emer-
gency, declared on January 11, 2007
suspending the January 22 general
elections.

"We are not saying we want this
(emergency). We want to examine
the circumstances when the elec-
tions were held under martial laws
so that we can reply to any queries
by the chief adviser when we meet
him,” the CECsaid.

"The Election Commission (EC)
is yet to decide its strategy for ask-
ing the government to create an
atmosphere conducive for holding
polls,” said Shamsul Huda.

Earlier on Tuesday last, he said
they are now studying the rules and
regulations formulated during the
state of emergency to know how
those can affect holding the parlia-
mentary election.

The CEC avoided a reply when
asked whether he still sticks to his
earlier stance on revoking the state
of emergency before the parlia-
mentary polls.

He however allowed Election
Commissioner Brig Gen (retd) M
Sakhawat Hussain, who was also
present at the briefing, to answer
the query.

"We will ask the government to
create a congenial atmosphere for
holding the parliamentary polls.
The government will decide
whether it will lift the state of emer-
gency or relax it to create such an
atmosphere," Sakhawat said.

In between October and
November last year, the CEC on
several occasions said the state of
emergency must be lifted before
the elections since polls cannot be

held under it. He also said the EC
would ask the government in early
January (this month) to withdraw
the state of emergency in five divi-
sional headquarters so that the
long due elections to the five city
corporations could be held in April.

But towards the end of
December, he started saying that
the EC will ask the caretaker gov-
ernment one and a half months
before the city corporations polls to
create an atmosphere conducive
for holding the elections by lifting
orrelaxing the state of emergency.

Now, the CEC says the EC has
not taken any decision on whether
it will ask for lifting or relaxing the
state of emergency for holding
polls.

"We can at best ask the govern-
ment to lift the state of emergency
but it is the government who will
decide it,” he said. A newly
appointed adviser has said the
state of emergency will not be in
force even for one hour more than
needed, and the EC welcomes the
remark, he added.

Shamsul Huda however said the
commission had long ago asked
the government to lift restrictions
on indoor politics countrywide but
the government did not respond,
he said.

Since April last year, the EC
repeatedly asked the caretaker
government to lift restrictions on
indoor politics so that it can hold
electoral reforms talks with politi-
cal parties. But the government
allowed indoor politics only in
Dhaka from September 10.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed in his January 12 address to
the nation however said the gov-
ernment is considering withdrawal
of restrictions on indoor politics
countrywide. He also said the
government will mull lifting or
relaxing the state of emergency
dependingon the circumstances.

Political parties had earlier
demanded only lifting restrictions
on indoor politics countrywide but
now they are demanding with-
drawal of the state of emergency as
soon as possible.

EC unveils new list

FROM PAGE 1

The EC has reallocated seats for the
districts in line with the criteria set
out in the delimitation ordinance.
Besides making sure the administra-

Mhﬁfﬁrﬁméﬁ%’ﬁlﬁm.ﬁwnﬂdemd“ TN

density of population and adminis-
trative convenience in the realloca-
tion.

The commission will now mark
out boundaries of the parliamentary
constituencies within the districts. It
aims to complete the task by June.

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) ATM Shamsul Huda published
the list at a press briefing at the EC
Secretarniat conferenceroom.

He said the commission is doing
the delimitation in accordance with
thelaw.

"At this stage, there is no need for
us to discuss the issue with the politi-
cal parties since thelaw tells us every-
thing we need to do in this regard,"
Huda said adding that the commis-
sion might talk to political parties
once there is a draft on redrawn
constituencies within the districts.

When his attention was drawn to
the political parties' fear that the task
might hamper the electoral
roadmap, he said it's nothing to
worry about. "We will still be able to
hold a free and fair election,” he
observed.

In line with the EC's decision,
each of the three hill districts--
Khagrachhari, Bandarban and
Rangamati--was allocated one seat
irrespective of theirpopulation.

The number of seats fell to six
from seven in both Sirajganj and
Kishoreganj districts, five from six in
Chandpur, 11 from 12 in Comilla,
two from three in Barguna, four from
five in either of Satkhira and
Faridpur, and three from four in
Manikganjand Munshiganjeach.

Transport plan

FROM PAGE 1

There will be 50 road projects
under STP and the east-west road
connection will be a key feature of
the development of the city com-
munications system, he said.

Communications Adviser Maj
Gen (retd) Ghulam Quader said
development partners including
the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank have expressed
their willingness to fund the pro-
ject. "Somoney won'tbe a problem
inimplementingit," he added.

He, however, said that to build a
subway in an overcrowded city like
Dhaka would not be very easy, as
such a major construction would
require stoppage of traffic move-
mentforalongtime.

Asked whether the government
has any plans to improve the exist-
Ing communications system, he
said, "The existing facilities and
infrastructure won't do, we'll have
to find alternatives.”

The adviser said that the rail
crossings in the city cause heavy
traffic jarmn and his ministry is also
thinking about a way out to reduce
traflic congestion and ease trans-
portation for the city-dwellers.

Saying that the state-owned
BRTC (Bangladesh Road Transport
Corporation) management has
improved, he stressed the need to
improve its service more.

On the other hand, Chittagong
was allocated 16 seats against its
previous 15, Rajshahi six against five,
and Gazipur got five while previously
ithadfourseats.

while it previously had six and a half,
Pirojpur three against its previous
three and a half seats, Mymensingh
11 against 11.5 and Netrakona has
got three instead of its previous three
and a half constituencies.

Parts of Barisal, Pirojpur,
Mymensingh and Netrakona that
used to make up inter-district con-
stituencies have been deleted for
their boundaries to be redrawn
afresh.

Dhaka district actually got 21
seats, but the EC taken one seat from
it and allocated the seat for
Meherpur district, a small district
that did not have two seats. But the
EC's decision is to allocate at least
two seats to each small district

The CEC said according to the
voter list prepared in 2001, each of 17
constituencies had voters below two
lakh, six constituencies each had
over six lakh, seven constituencies
each had between five and six lakh
while the number of voters in each of
19 constituencies ranged between
four and five lakh. The rest of the
constituencies however are
medium-sized in terms of the num-
berofvoters.

Malaysia job
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He further said the workers were
promised a monthly basic salary of
RM 550 and about RM 250 more in
allowances and overtime.

They also claimed the local
agent took away their passports,
employment agreement forms and
about40 mobile phones.

Shah Alam police official
Mohammad Shariff Wahid said
they would be interviewing the
local agent.

"We will also be contacting the
Labour Department and the
Bangladesh High Commission to
look into the matter," he said,
adding that those who had their
mobile phones confiscated by the
agentshouldlodge a policereport.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
government yesterday extended
the suspension period for six more
months of collecting job demand
letters by nine recruiting agencies
as the workers the agencies sent
were subject to various forms of
abuse and cheats in Malaysia.

The agencies are Golden Arrow,
Morning Sun, Akhwan Trade
International Ltd, Sarkar
Recruiting Agency Ltd, GMG
Trading (Pvt) Ltd, Paradise
International, Matco Enterprise,
Dahmashi Corporation Ltd and
Celebrity International.

"We earlier suspended the
agencies' jobs of collecting job
demand letters for three months
because they could not take care of
the workers they had sent to
Malaysia," Expatriates' Welfare and
Overseas Employment Secretary
Abdul Matin Chowdhury told The
Daily Star yesterday,

‘We extended the suspension
period up to June 30, as they are yet
toaddress the issues.”
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DU violence
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Station, the 10, gave his statement in

the case filed in connection with
violating the Emergency Power Rules
(EPR) in August.

Metropolitan Magistrate Habibur
Rahman Siddiqui recorded the
witness's statement and set today for
the next hearing. Defence lawyers
will cross-examine Babul today. Four
teachers and a student are now in jail
custody in this connection.

In his statement, Babul said he
went to the spot, made a sketch map
and obtained pieces of evidence
fromthere.

He was put in charge of the inves-
tigation on August 23 after the case
was filed against DU teachers and
students.

Following the filing of the case,
two teachers and several students
were arrested, Babul added in his
statement. He recorded statements
of itnesses and obtained two
video tapes of private TV channel
ntv's coverage and avideo CD of ATN
Bangla's coverage. He also collected
treatment certificates of policemen
who were injured during the vio-
lence, he said,

The four teachers and a student,
who are in jail custody now, were
produced before the court yesterday.
The magistrate, ignoring the usual
procedure, allowed them to sit down
duringthe hearing.

The accused teachers are Dhaka
University Teachers' Association
(Duta) President Prof Sadrul Amin,
General Secretary Prof Anwar
Hossain, Science Faculty Dean Prof
Harun-ar-Rashid, and Applied
Physics Department Chairman Prof
Neem Chandra Bhowmik.

Meanwhile, defence lawyers
yesterday continued cross-
examining the 10 Sirajul Islam of
another case filed against the same
accused.

The cases were filed against 5,000
to 6,000 unnamed students and
teachers of Dhaka University and
outsiders on August 22 in connection
with violating the EPR, vandalising
public and private properties,
obstructing police performing their
duty and assaulting law enforcers on
thecampus anditsadjoiningareas,

The police pressed charges
against only four teachers and 15
students on September 9 in connec-
tion with instigating the violence on
campus and in Shahbagh area on
August2] and22.

Advocates Syed Rezaur Rahman,
Masud Ahmed Talukder, Abdul
Mannan Khan and Mosleuddin
Jasim defended the accused.

Former Duta leader AAMS Arefin
Siddique and several teachers and
relatives of the detained teachers
were present at the court during
yesterday's hearing.

Delwar
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~since January 2007 addingthat the -}

party was In a similar situation in
1982 when martial law was
imposed in the country.

The BNP secretary general
urged the former studentleaders to
work together for playing a vital
rolein overcoming the hurdles.

Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal General
Secretary Moazzem Hossain Alal,
former lawmaker Sohrab Uddin,
Takdir Hossain Jasim, Shahjahan
Mian Samrat, Mahabub Kaisar and
Waziul Haque Sharif, among oth-
ers, were present.

Meanwhile, Delwar has given
party's acting Office Secretary Rizvi
Ahmed the responsibility to lead a
team for distributing clothes
among the destitute in the north-
ern partof the country.

'
Vote for Cox's Bazar
FROM PAGE 16

global natural wonders to be decided
onAugust 8 through internet voting.

Theinclusion of the country's two
natural wonders in the list will have a
positive impact on tourism and the
economy, said an official press
release yesterday.

All the citizens of the countryhave
been urged to participate in the
vuﬁn% for electing the Sundarbans as
a world heritage and Cox's Bazar as
the longest sea beach in the world as
naturalwonders.

Necessary information on
internet voting is available on
www.naturall7 wonders.com.

Resource sharing
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the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (Saarc).

Expressing gratitude to
Bangladesh government's support
in discharging his duties, the Saarc
secretary general said most of his
tenure was during the period of
Bangladesh's Saarc chairmanship.

Dorji said Bangladesh has suc-
cessfully hosted three Saarc sum-
mits since its inception. “Bangla-
desh is the only country which
carried out most of the Saarc activi-
ties, including holding of 14 minis-
terial meetings out of 42, which
demonstrates the country's com-
mitment to the regional forum.”

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin who
attended the 14th Saarc Summit
held in New Delhi said the 14th
summit has focused on addressing
four major areas -- water, power,
energy and climate change.

He apﬂmciated the contribu-
tion of Chenkyab Dorji as Saarc
secretary general and termed his
tenure as successful and produc-
tive, said CA's Press Secretary Syed
Fahim Munaim who was present at
themeeting.

Referring to the progress of the

forum, Dorji informed that
Mauritius and Australia have
applied for Saarc observer status.

He also said the Asian
Development Bank, the World
Bank and Japan have shown inter-
estin funding the Saarc. -

Dorji said Saarc Secretariat has
taken initiatives for an orientation
programme to make new Saarc
members like Afghanistan famil-
iarise with the Saarc process.

He sald Saarc observer coun-
tries Japan, China and South Korea
also want to participate in the
forum's activities.
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As the news of the demise of this

multitalented personality spread
across the city, the hospital was
thronged with cultural activists,
relatives, his well-wishers and stu-
dents. He left behind his wife, rela-
tives, a host of friends, and well-
wisherstomourmhisdeath.

Selim, a pioneer of theatre move-
ment in Bangladesh, a researcher, an
organiser and a professor of
Department of Drama and Dramatics
at Jahangirnagar University, was born
in Shenerkhil village of Shonagazi
upazilaof Fenion August 18,1949,

The playwright's body is now
being preserved at Birdem hospital
mortuary. The body will be placed in
front of the National Museum tornor-
row (Wednesday) at 9:00 am. From
there it will be taken to the Shaheed
Minar where people will pay their last
tribute to the drama prodigy.

His namaz-e-janaza will be held at
Dhaka University Jaame mosque after
the Zohr prayers. His bodywill then be
taken to Jahangirnagar University.
Following a second namaz-e-janaza
there, Selim will be laid to rest on the
campus of Jahangimagar University
(JU) -- where he was a long-time
teacher at Bangla Department as well

Department of Drama and
Dramatics.

He received his master's degree
from Bangla Department of Dhaka
University. In 1995 he eamed PhD
from Jabhangirnagar University on
'‘Medieval Bengali Drama’.

Selim Al Deen was admitted to the
hospital on Friday following a cardiac
arrest and had been on artificial life
supporteversince.

He was supposed to be flown to
Bangkok yesterday afternoon for
better treatment. The doctors how-
ever declared him dead at around
2:00pm.

"Bangla drama literature can be
categorised into three eras -- the
Girish era, the Shishir era and the
Selim era. The Selim era has come to
an end today," said Rahmat Ali, asso-
ciate professor of Theatre and Music
Departmentat Dhaka University.

Golam Kuddus, general secretary
of Sammilito Sanskritik Jote, said, "
Selim Al Deen started the modemn
drama movement and he is one of the
bestplaywrightsin Banglaliterature.”

Atiqul Haque Chowdhury, pro-
ducer of Selim's first TVdrama 'Ghum
Nei' on BTV, said, "He was a world-
class playwright and had contributed
immensely to the Bangla literature.
Shunning the western style, he gave a
modemn approach to the eastern
drama. Bangladesh will not get a
Selim Al Deen often.”

Selim was a founder member of

Dhaka Thea

wasits chiefadviser.

His first article ‘Negro Literature’
was published on the literature page
in the 'Dainik Pakistan' in 1968. His
first radio drama * Biporit Tomoshay’
was broadcast in 1969 while his first
TVdrama 'Ghum Nei'in 1970.

He also compiled 'Bangla
Natyakosh' -- the lone drama related
anthology in Bangla. Selim Al Deen's
drama is included in textbook curric-
ulum of Dhaka University,
Jahangimagar University Jadavpur
University and Rabindra Bharat
University in India. He was also the
originator of Fusion Theory and New
EthnicTheatre.

The legendary playwright was
honoured with many prestigious
awards nationallyandinternationally,
including the Bangla Academy
Literature Award, National Film
Award, Ekushey Padak and Olokto
Shahitya Puroshkar.

Kittonkhola, Keramat Mongol, Hat
Hadai, Chaka, Joiboti Koinnar Mon,
Bonopangshul, Nimojjon and many
other plays created by Selim have left
an indelible impression on the audi-
ence.

A number of his TV senals includ-
ing Gronthikgan Kahey and Chhaya
Shikan have won plaudits from the
television audience as well.

as the founder president of

tre.He-along with-Nasir.
Uddin Yusuf formed Bangladesh
Gram Theatre in 1981-82 and Selim

Selim Al Deen

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
expressed profound shock at the
death of playwright Selim Al Deen,
reports UNB.

In a condolence letter to Selim Al
Deen's wife, Fakhruddin said Selim Al
Deenwasabrightstarin Bangladesh's
history of theatre movement. "His
death has caused an irreparable loss
to the country’sliterature,” hesaid.

The Chief Adviser prayed salvation
of the departed soul and conveyed his
deep sympathy to his bereaved family
members.

Press Information Department
and various political, socio-political
and cultural organisations also
expressed deep shock at the death of
legendary drama personality Selim Al
Deen.

The vice chancellor (VC) of JUina
staternentsaid Selim Al Deen contrib-
uted immensely in education,
research and cultural activities of the
university. He engaged himself to turn
the university into the cultural capital
of the country. His death has caused
huge loss to the university, the country
and the nation, theVCadded.

Jahangimagar University (JU),
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation, Srote Abritti Sangsad,
Karmajibi Nari, Bangladesh Jubo
Moitree, Workers Party of Bangladesh,
Bangladesh Chhatra Moitree, Ka Jona,
Theatre, Bikalpadhara Bangladesh,
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD),
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad and Ain
O Shalish Kendra expressed condo-
lence at the death of Selim and con-
veyed sympathy to his bereaved
family members.

Bengal Foundation, Jatiya Kabita
Parishad, Nagorik Natya Sampradaya,
Bangladesh Awami League (AL),
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Dal,
Communist Party of Bangladesh,
Bangladesh Students’ Union, Charon
Sanskritik Kendra, Bangladesh Udichi
Shilpi Gosthi and Mowla Brothersalso
expressed shock at the death of the
drama prodigy and prayed for the
salvation ofhis departed soul

Govt to listen
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talking to the reporters at housing
and public works ministry:.

“We'll not view their conditions
with any negative attitude. They are
In no way opponent of the govern-
ment,” he said replying to a query
about government's attitude to the

arties' conditons for the dia-
ogue.

He, however, hoped that the
leaders of the political parties
would not make or impose any
impractical condition.

"They (politicians) are experi-
enced and have run the country... |
believe we can reach an agreeable
compromise. You'll see the good
intention of the government once
the dialogue starts,” he said.

On when the emergency will be
lifted, he said that it will not be
there for even one hour when not
needed anymore. "I can't say it
before the EC's dialogue ends,” he
replied when asked to specify the
time.

Quader, however, said that they
want it to be lifted as early as possi-
ble.

Also the housing and public
works adviser, Quader said the
government is determined not to
allow any unapproved structure on
the land of the water body behind
the Sonargaon Hotel in the pro-
posed Hatirjheel project.

"The structures which have
deviated from the approved
designs will be fined. We'll ade-
quately compensate those which
are on public utility]and, " he said.

The 140 high-rise buildings,
which the civil aviation has found
to be a threat, will be demolished to
acertain level, Quadersaid.

An expert committee of Buet
(Bangladesh University of Science
and Technology) for supervising
the demolition work at Rangs
Bhaban will start working in 2-3
days, hesaid, adding that the demo-
lition would not take more than
three weeks once it starts.

FROM PAGE 16

A security source added: "We had
received intelligence reports that
militants were establishing a
stronghold in the district, threaten-
ing people and forcing them to
follow their strict brand of Sharia
(Islamic law)."

The milita.? has not confirmed
reports of the death of local Taliban
commander Hussain.

The government has deployed
90,000 troops in the northwestern
tribal districts to counter the grow-
ing influence of Taliban and al-
Qaeda militants, blamed for a
recent wave of suicide bomb attacks
across Pakistan.

President Pervez Musharraf ruled
out direct US military operations in
the area following reports that the
Pentagon is considenng the use of

hard military power in support of CIA
operations there.
On Friday the chairman of the US

Joint Chiefs of Staff said al-Qaeda’s
use of Pakistan’s tribal areas as safe
havenswasa "grave concern.”
Military chief Admiral Michael
Mullen said the sanctuaries had a
“significant impact® not only in
Afghanistan but also in Pakistan, and
it was up to Pakistan to address the
problem.
Mullen's comments followed a
New York Times report earlier this
month, which said Washington was
considering giving the CIA broader
1sto strifc selected targetsinside
Istan.
Under the plan, the US spy agency
would be able to call for help from the
US mulitary or special forces, itsaid.
Musharraf angrily rejected the
idea, saying any unilateral US inter-
vention would be seen as aninvasion.
"Certainly. If they come without

our permission, that's against the

7 troops, 23 militants

sovereignty of Pakistan,” he told the
Straits Times newspaper in Singapore.

Monday's ambush came after a
battle last week in nearby South
Wazristan tribal district when the
military said it repulsed an attack
involving around 300 militants, killing
about50 ofthem.

Taliban and al-Qaeda-linked
militancy has intensified in the tribal
areas since Musharraf ordered troops
to crush an uprising at a radical
mosquein Islamabad inJuly.

Militants also took over swathes of
the Swat valley, also in northwest
Pakistan, and proclaimed Islamic law
before being chased into the moun-
tains by troops.

The violence has raised fears for
the stability of the nuclear-armed US
ally in the "war on terror” ahead of
crucial general elections set for
February 18.

The polls, postponed by six weeks
following the December 27 assassina-
tion of opposition leader Benazr
Bhurto, are billed as a key step towards
full democracy seven years after
Musharraf seized power in a military
coup.

Pakistan's government has
blamed a tribal warlord with alleged
links to al-Qaeda for orchestrating
Bhutto'skilling.

Benazir Bhutto's political party
said yesterday it may work with
Pakistan's president after elections
next month despite the leader's
apparent unpopularity and allega-
tions elements within his government
mayhave played arolein herdeath.

The comments highlight the fluid
nature of Pakistani politics ahead of
the polls, which the United States and
otherWestern nations hope will usher
in a period of stability as the country
barttles rising attacks by al-Qaeda and
Taliban militants.



