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10th Dhaka
International Film
Festival
Organiser: Rainbow Film Soclety
Venues: Central Public Library
auditorium, National Museum
auditorium, Russian Centre for Sclence
and Culture and Indian High
Commission

Date: January 10-18
Time: 10:00 am onwards

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Written Image

Artist: Wakilur Rahman

Venue: Gallan Kaya, House 20, Road
16, Sector 4, Uttara

Date: January 18-29

Time: 11am-8pm

Title: The Making of Kuhu At

Artist: Kuhu

Venue: Gallery Chitrak, Roadd, House
21,

Dhanmondi R/A

Date: January 18-February 15

Time: 10am-8pm

Title: Art in Mind

Artist: Arif Al Karim Bhuiyan

Venue: Galene Zoom, Alliance
Francaise de Dacca, 26, Mirpur Road,
Dhanmondi \

Date: January 10-21

Time: 9am-12pm & Spm-8pm
(everyday), Spm-8pm (Sunday)

Sculpture Exhibition

Title: Ecology of Mind-2

Sculptor: Alak Roy

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Bengal Shilpalaya, H 275/F, Road 27
(old), Dhanmondi and British Counci, 5
Fuller Road, Dhaka University

Date: January 5-19

Time: 12pm-8pm

Solo Recitation

Artiste: Belayet Hossain
Organiser: Bangladesh Udichi
Shilpigosthi

Venve: National Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date: January 19

Time: 6:30 pm
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“It's the duty of a state to support the
film industry” -- Peter Van Bueren

In conversation with the Dutch film critic

decades he has been covering all the popular film

ERSHAD KAMOL

UTCH film critic Peter Van Bueren is in Dhaka
to participate at the 10th Dhaka International
Film Festival. The seasoned film critic is one
of the five jury members of the Australasian Competi-
tion section of the festival. Moreover, he read the key-
note paper at the seminar titled Aestherics of Cinema:
Critic and reviewer held yesterday at Central Public

Library.

After his graduation in Political and Social Science,
Peter Van Bueren began journalism while he was a
student in the 1960s. His fascination with movies made
him a renowned film critic in Europe. For the last four

festivals in Europe such as the Cannes, Berlinale and
Venice. At present he is teaching Film Criticism at the
Amsterdam Film Academy and is writing film reviews
foraDutch magazine titled Skrien.

On his progression of becoming a film critic, Van
Bueren said, “Watching movies, reading books and
talking to people related to the film industry, have
helped in enriching my ideas. Writing continually has

honed my skills as a film critic. I believe this should be

the ideal practice of any aspiring film critic.”
Commenting on the Dhaka International Film

Festival Van Bueren said, “"As Hollywood movies domi-

nate the world, we don't often get the chance to watch

movies made in other countries. These international

film festivals give movie enthusiasts the opportunity to
watch movies made by directors from different coun-
tries of the world, which also provides an opportunity
to exchange views.”

The seasoned film critic also believes that each and
every country of the world should be supportive of its
film industry, otherwise the diversity of global culture
would cease to exist. According to Van Bueren, “A state
must play an active role in nurturing and promoting its
distinct culture in the context of finance capitalism,
where Hollywood movies dominate over 80 percent of
world cinema. It is the duty of a state to support the
local film industry.”

On the nature of possible support from the govern-
ment or state level, Van Bueren said, “The Government
should offer funds and at the same time take necessary
steps to ensure that films made by talented directors
are screened at home and aboard.”

Moreover, Peter Van Bueren believes that govern-
ment should never impose censorship. He said, “Cen-
sorshipis amajorobstacle in nurturing talents.”

............................................................
------

'Cinema of the World' and 'Bangladesh
Panorama' begins

'Cinema of the World' and 'Ban-
gladesh Panorama' sections of
the 10th Dhaka International
Film Festival began simulta-
neously at two venues -- The
National Museum Auditorium
and Central Public Library -- on
January 12.

Over 20 movies from 12 coun-

Noted playwright Selim
"Al Deen critically ill

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

A trendsetter in Bangladeshi thea-
tre, renowned playwright Selim Al
Deen, is critically ill. He was admit-
ted at the CCU of Labaid Cardiac
Hospital on January 11. He has
been suffering from heart disease,
high blood pressure, kidney and
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diabetic problem.

Selim Al Deen's plays have been
staged by several leading theatre
groups in Bangladesh and India.
Some of his plays have been trans-
lated in several European countries.

He began writing plays while he
was a student of Dhaka University.
Al Deen successfully introduced
indigenous narrative technique in
modern drama. His plays such as
Kittonkhola, Keramatmongal, Hat
Hadai, Chaka, Joiboti Konnar Mon,
Bonopangshul, Nimojjon and
others have left an indelible
impression on the audience.

He is a founder member of
Dhaka Theatre. Some of his TV
serials like Granthikgan Kahey,
Chhaya Shikari and others have
won plaudits from the TV audi-
ence.

Selim Al Deen is the founder
Chairman of Department of Drama
and Dramatics at Jahangirnagar

University

tries are being screened in the
'Cinema of the World' category.
On January 12 Absent Father
directed by Douglas Chang was
screened at the National Museum
Auditorium.

'Bangladesh Panorama’ sec-
tion began with the screening of
Ontorjarra, directed by Tareque

Masud, at the Central Public |

Library Auditorium,

Other movies included in the
section are: Rani Kuthir Baki
Itihash directed by Samia Zaman,
Ek Khando Jomi directed by
Shahjahan Chowdhury and
Shyamal Chhaya directed by
Humayun Ahmed.

Dr. A. T. M. Shamsul Huda, Chief Election Commissioner handing
over a crest at the prize giving ceremony of “Ananda Mela 2008"
arranged by Kendriya Kochi-Kanchar Mela heid at Kochi-Kancha
auditorium recently. According to the press release, the three
daylong Ananda Mela included painting, recitation and essay writing
by the children of the organisation
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Abeer Hoque, who Is here from the

US, writing her book and having
published many short stories in the
English dailies, is currently having
her solo photographic display at
the Alliance Francaise Café

Veranda. The pictures are a sort of

reflection of images, which Abeer
has come across in the subconti-
nent, Bhutan, and European coun-
tries. Her novel weaves the lives of
many characters who are spread
out all over the world; and the
pictures are representations of the
lifestyles in these different exotic
places.

Abeer has had a successful
display earlier at Drik Gallery, even
though she is still an amateur,
However, clicking shutters has
been more than a hobby for her in
the last two years. The present
venture is also interesting and eye-

catching, especially when one

reads the attached titles and gath-
ers her running commentary
pertaining to each image. She
searches for unusual angles of
places and things. These she
drapes in a dramatic play of light
and shade. She also takes close-up
micro-shots of objects so that they
appear more fascinating when the
detalls are studied with finesse.
“The objects then become some-
thing else,” says Abeer.

The path that leads up to the Tak
Sang Monastery in Bhutan, outside
Paro is washed in shades of emer-
ald, bringing in the overhanging
Spanish moss, with a touch of
vermilion here and there to relieve
the monotony. The inclusion of the
straying horse thus presents both
flora and fauna and takes us to
Abeer's sleepy “magic kingdom of
some sort”.,

The shot with the half frozen
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Around the world in 40 photos

Abeer's angles on everyday life and living

FAYZA HAQ

Photographs by Abeer Hoque

reddish apple on dark twigs was
taken in the Czech Republic, “This
was the first snowfall of the season.
I'd gone for a walk the following
morning,” says Abeer. This too is a
picture that speaks of harmony and
tranquillity.

The running, laughing and
dreaming girl fromn Bombay is seen
as a partof a colourful scenario, has
a ruined boat behind her. The
frontal image is blurred on purpose
and goes well with the realistic
background.

The Durga Puja image from
Kolkata, where Abeer was walking
around a splendid pandal with the
goddess of carved wood. There
were two elderly ladies who were
merrily whispering to each other,
as Abeer putsit.

The Mekong River's “Golden
Triangle”, where Thailand and Laos
meet, has a boat-market of drinks,

which people can help themselves
to at leisure. The jet-black and gold
image, which includes the over-
head sky, surrounding trees and
water, appears like some Dutch
print from Rembrandt’s times from
adistance.

The focus on Bangladeshi rick-
shaws whizzing though the streets
at night, appearing like some con-
temporary psychedelic flying
chariot is surely unique. So is the
street musician with the multicol-
oured 32-d blobs on the wall that
serves as the backdrop.

Even geometrical and floral
designs taken from architecture,
with details of light and shadow on
the walls appear mysterious and
thought provoking.

Abeer's exhibit has drawn
crowds, and her. interesting vision
of an admirer should continue to
dosoin future.
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A scene from the play Abhinoy
RAFIQUE SARKER, Rangpur

An eight-day group theatre festival
began at the Rangpur Town Hall on
January9.

Sammilito Sangskritik Jote's
Rangpur unit has organised the
festival to raise funds for the Sidr
victims.

A total of eight theatre groups of
Rangpur are participating at the
festival. The groups include Shikha
Sangsad, Rangpur Podatik, Sarathi
Nattya Goshthi, Sarothi Academy,
Bicon Nattya Kendra, Rangpur
Nattya Chakra, Rangpur Nattya
Kendra, and RangpurTheatre.

The play Abhinoy was staged by
Shikha Sangsad on the inaugural
day. Kandte Mana by Bicon Nattya
Kendrz was staged on January 10,
Ekhono Kritadas by Rangpur Thea-
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tre on January 11, Kanjush by
Sarathi Nattya Goshthi on January
12 and Muktir Kontho by Rangpur
Podatik yesterday. Daiboddho will
be staged by Rangpur Nattya Chak-
ra today, and Meraj Fakirer Ma by
Rangpur Nattya Kendra on January
16.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) of
the district, Khondoker Atiar
Rahman inaugurated the festival.
President of Rangpur Nattya Chak-
ra, Hosneara Lutfa Dalia, and
secretary of Sammilito Sangskritik
Jote, Rangpurunit, Sakhawat
Ranga spoke at the inauguration.

The DC said that the cultural
activists of the country have always
stood by the distressed following
natural disasters. “I believe, it is a
great initiative by Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote to raise funds for
the Sidrvictims,” he added.

Silver Jubilee of “Banaphul
Lok Lokaloy” celebrated

JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari

Silver Jubilee of the BTV programme, Banaphul Lok Lokaloy, highlighting
the culture and traditions of the ethnic groups, was celebrated in
Khagrachhari recently with a call for upholding rights and culture of these

| communities.

The colourful programmes also drew local Bengalis in large numbers.
Different government organisations including Khagrachhari Hill District
Council (KHDC) and some indigenous forums chalked out a two-day

programme on the occasion.

Traditionally attired indigenous girls and children bedecked with flow-
ers and men carrying drums, bows and arrows performed theirdances and
rendered songs on the roads of the hill town. People in large numbers lined-

up to enjoy the cultural programmes.

The programme began with a big procession that comprised around
1,000 people including members of the local ethnic communities. Noted

personality and KHDC
chairman, Monindra Lal
Tripura inaugurated the
procession.

Representatives of the
Chakma, Marma, Tripura,
Pangkhu communities as
well as local Bengalis took
part in the procession. They
carried placards and ban-
ners highlighting the
demand of the ethnic com-
munities in the country.

A discussion was held at
the District Shilpakala Audi- =
torium with KHDC member %,
Animesh Dewan Nandith in -
thechair. -

Speakers said that
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Banaphul Lok Lokaloy An artiste from the indigenous community

begun on January 6, 1983
with an aim to promote and SinjEating DO

project the cultural heritage of the indigenous people of the country. They also

demanded that more such programmes should be aired on the TV channels.
In Khagrachhari, the Tribal Cultural Institute organised a programme

on the occasion.
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