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The exorbitant price hike of daily
essentials, particularly coarse and
other varieties of rice, edible oil, flour,
lentils, and potatoes has putthe com-
mon and fixed income groups in a very
difficult situation. The prices of these
commodities are very high and are
showing an upward trend every day, it

is now beyond the purchasing capacity
of many common people. They have
been facing acute hardship and, there-
fore, are trying to manage with less
intake of food or avoiding some of
these commodities in daily meals and
even many daily wage earners have
reduced their daily meals from three to
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two. On January 2, on my way to office,
I saw a long queue of thousands of
people of various classes waiting to
purchase riceina BRD sponsored shop
designated for selling daily essential
commodities. It clearly indicates that
the market prices of rice and other
consumable commodities have gone
very high.

Over the last couple of years, it has
been the practice to blame the interna-
tional market for price increase of
these commodities and during the last
BNP led government unscrupulous
syndicate leaders behind the scene
were mostly responsible for spiralling
of prices. This practice is still in place
and it is also a fact that prices of some
commodities have gone up in the
international market and, conse-
quently, this will have some adverse
impact on thelocal market.

The present government took some
very bold steps in many fields to bring
discipline, justice, fairness and trans-
parency. All those drives taken by the
government were welcomed and
applauded by the common people
with high hopes. Butif the government
fails to control the prices, then all
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those attempts and achievements will
be questioned. Even the good initiative
of the government to curb corruption
would be fruitless as many govern-
ment and other services holders will
not be in a position to meet the basic
needs with their legitimate earnings.

In many fields the government has
been able to draw the support of the
common people and it has been mak-
ing its best endeavours to address all
these issues that would put the country
on a strong footing by maintaining
law and order, good governance, trans-
parency in business deals and ensur-
ing fair justice in all respects, But fail-
ure to maintain a reasonable price of
essentials would neutralise all these
good initiatives.

The government should immedi-
ately activate the TCB or encourage
private importers and make all-out
efforts to create a salutary environ-
ment where from the small traders to
large business establishments would
come forward to tackle the situation in
a pragmatic manner, taking into con-
sideration the gravity of the market
situation.

Nasar, One-mail

There should be clear-cut goals
and objectives of each level of edu-
cation. Also programmes should be
developed in culture and linguistics
to expose expatriate children to

Bangladesh.
M.Shahidullah, USA

Gold and oil prices

A London based back page report
on the rising gold prices (Jan:02)
was published in a local English
daily. However, | believe thatitis not
relevant to the vast majority of
Bangladeshis; except for the very
few well-to-do, who are planning
weddings this winter. In addition,
the same daily, in its bottom left
hand column in the same page,
writes about the Paris based report
of oil reaching 100 dollars a barrel
soon this year! More miseries are in
store for bus passengers and those

Hasina's iliness

Awami Leaguers have put forward the demand
that their leader Sheikh Hasina be sent abroad
for medical treatment, although her lawyers
who recently met with her did not notice any
such serious illness and she gave a political
statement, as usual, to her party supporters.
She is an accused in a corruption case and at

who use oil driven transports. Itwill
be no wonder if our electric power,
water and fertiliser prices follow
suit!

These two news items, are bless-
ings in disguise for the CTG to raise
prices and explain away the high
prices of rice, wheat, edible oils,
sugar or for that matter; even
kitchen vegetables, eggs, fish and
meat!

They are all going to follow gold
and oll; dutifully in a disciplined
manner, much to the happiness of
our CTG, which has left the market
mechanism to free uncontrolled
market pricing in a free-for-all
manner!

Meanwhile, our Wise Men of
Dhaka (so called Budhijibis) want
us to sit on our coal or extract it in
the most expensive, uneconomic
and dangerous manner with deep
shaft mines only! We the

situation.

China-Japan ties
Yasuo Fukuda's recent visit to
China is a reflection of the fact that
Fukuda looks forward to warming
ties with China and the fact that by
improving relations with China, he
also looks to bolster his own posi-
tion ( in effect, this would help him
overshadow some of the domestc
problems he has been facing, to a
certain extent). While his predeces-
sor looked to adopt a more
tougher stance towards China,
Fukuda is certainly not following
suit. And this was clearly reflected
by the refusal of his government to
meet the Dalai Lama in November
last year (when he visited Japan).
The excuse given by his govt. was
that Dalai Lama was not "impor-
tant” enough and hence they could
avoid meeting him.

Hu Jintao (the Chinese

President) also knows that he

might be invited to the G-8 summit

which is most likely to be held in
early July in northern Japan. And in
the summit , climate change is
likely to top the agenda. Hence that
would mean that China is likely to
face criticism due to its poor pollu-
tion record. So China will be look-
ing forward to Fukuda to at least
provide them with some support
(more precisely "friendly” cover-
ing).On his recent visit(to China),
Fukuda's baseball playing with the
Chinese premier and his repeated
statements centring on improving
co-operation between

Japan and China is also a mani-
festation ofhisintentions.

And the warm welcome he was
given by the Chinese only made
things much clearer.

WasifWahed
Old DOHS, Dhaka

Release of top leaders
The year 2008, the long awaited
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election year for the people of
Bangladesh has dawned with a lot
of hopes and aspirations, The EC
(Election Commission) has
declared a roadmap for a free, fair
and credible election this year. This
is the first time the people of
Bangladesh are expecting to cast
their votes with voter ID bearing
their photos. There is lot of enthusi-
asm among public to enlist their
names as voters. As the election
time is nearing the voices of some
of the leaders of certain political
parties are becoming louder every
day. They are dreaming that their
old days are coming back and the
people are always with them as
they were and ready to sacrifice
their lives for them as they did in
the past, as if they (these leaders)
have not done any wrong to the
people and were not involved in
any anti-people activities. They are
trying to make the people believe

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
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that all the actions against them by
the present CTG are vindictive.
They are clean and "fuler mato
pabitra”-- the slogan their support-
ers used for them.

They have started threatening
the government to bring their
captured leaders out of jail through
agitation. But people do not want
to go back to the pre-1/11 days.
They know these leaders. They will
not believe their cheap promises
any more, except those who were
beneficiaries of their misrule.

[ believe people will not join in
any agitation to release those lead-
ers who were arrested on charges of
corruption. The arrested leaders
should come out clean through the
judicial process. They must prove
their innocence before the court
and not through street agitation
any more. Nothing was moving in
this country without greasing the
hands. of those leaders. Even for-

eign investment was blocked by
these leaders and high government
officials.

Shafiqul Islam

One-mail

Goodidea

It was interesting to learn about the
conference organised by Scholars
Bangladesh at Hotel Sheraton,
Dhaka. Some of the private univer-
sities in Bangladesh have already
started doing that. Fulbright
exchange programme is an excel-
lent vehicle to set examples of this
kind of projects. | was fortunate to
spend six months at the BRAC
school of public health on a
Fulbright fellowship. I found the
following areas in which we can
learn and contribute: course
design and implementationi, web
based learning, teaching, research
and development, net working, etc.

present an under trial prisoner. If she is sick, One-mail
why the government should be asked to
arrange her medical treatment abroad at the
cost of the public exchequeris not understood.
Very recently, there was a similar demand from
the Awami League to send her husband for
medical treatment abroad at government
expenses. Sheis like anyother ordinary citizen
of the country and, therefore, should get the
treatment from the government which an
under trial prisoner is supposed to get.
Otherwise, if she can afford, she should be free
to avail any foreign medical treatment, pro-
vided legally allowed. Under no circumstances
should the public funds be used for her medi-
cal treatment abroad.

Unfortunately, the failed politicians are
trying hard to create an issue on this out of
nothing to arouse public sympathy only for
making political gains. So far the people are
concerned, they are least bothered about such
matters. It appears the attempt to fan out an
artificial problem by her and her party men
was deliberate with an ulterior motive. Thereis
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“Buddhihins” can only watch their
unrealistic "Tarmasha” in astonish-
ment and frustration! After all, they
have all the knowledge; be it poli-
tics, arts, literature, songs or plays
or atomic reactor, coal mining, they
know itall-- these " Shab jantas™!

In their opinion, we cannot go for
open-pit mining, the less expen-
sive, and easier way with no danger
of fire or explosions! But our hon-
ourable and wise "Budhijibis” do
not care; after all, they will not go
down the deep shafts to axe out the
coal in a cramped and dangerous
environment; with so many
"Buddhihins” available at the pro-
verbial "dime adozen™!

May Allah spare us from these
"Shab jantas" and their misplaced
wisdom and superfluous concern,
forall irnes!

S.A.Mansoor
Retired Engineer, Dhaka

no doubt that a section of the disgruntled
politicians is out to unsettle the present stable

Let us together foil any such sinister move
by any quarters, so that afree, fairand impar-
tial election can be held onschedule.
Mohammad Ataul Hoque

Invitation for Re-Tenders

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

Savar Zone, Savar, Dhaka AT, BT 50U Ministry/Division Ministry of Local Government Rural Development
TPt g & Cooperatives/Local Government Division.
1 e I“Vltatlon fertTE:‘I(tjer na9q ﬁm Agency Dhaka Water Supply & Sewerage Authority
5 Agency Eémsrtgu E = D F2- IR /A /(0 E13/2009-00 /3093 wifaRs 0q/o /o (DWASA).
: _ ucation Engineering Department. 3. | Procuri tity n Managing Director, Dhaka WASA
3 Procuring entity name gxecutlzve Engineer, Education Engineering Depariment, y | wEerErn/faen A% @ Aara T TR | Pr LG STy a;”e : gl |'g bI or, :
_ ENELL e, 3 | ez Fer A TS 7ATg) ZAD0ED | 4 rocuring entity code ot applicable.
4 Procunng entity code Not used at L. — : e :
5. Procuring entity distrct Dha,‘ia 3 ;ﬂi;ﬁﬂj_ : o :;m AGd S oI | S Prqcumg entity district Not applicable.
6. Invitation reference No. Tender No.02EED/Revenue/SZ/2007 S bt foale i G e e Ty 6 | Invitation for Supply of Computer Hardware, Development of
1500 UL mﬁ-q%ﬁ RN oS TobRt Cfu(s}lon;isgd F|,n».n<!antgry Software & Rearrangement
# KEY ¢ | Az AT WA | of Goods in Pagla Store.
8, ks curement method Open tendering method. b g e ST | : | fael 7 | Invitation Ref. No. 01/2007-08.
9. | Budgel and source of funds Revenue head of allocation (GOB). A | omm  w@h | ¢ | oR 8 | Date November 01, 2007. '
# PARTICULAR INFORMATION : (garen oF ) KEY INFORMATION I
:? ggﬂ g;':e ;ﬁ;n - g ?g_f ff;; 2k i 23/03/300V R (ST SAA 73) | 9 | Procurement method Open tendering method (OTM).
- ue. .
12. | Tender package/lot No. 02 (two). > | waca SR 0b/o/300b B (WWH BHATFTAR 37WT) | FUNDING INFORMATION
:3 Eﬁ: ﬁ:s?'grg 3;!: }?;’gggg FEO S @ Fy 10 | Budget and source of funds Dhaka WASA Revenue Fund.
— - so | waa A 3t 5300 oI : - |
1 g_ F"“’E”""S”_‘g ale and time 12/02/08 Up 1o 1.00pm. » Sl ol 0Y0R/R00URY, 33:00 * ; 1 TngeIopment p;;rf;ls éll:l applicable) | Not applicable.
17‘ Nendergenéggdaliiaﬁnr;e 12/02/08 at 3.00pm. 3> | adm (AR A | 1 | 09/03/200v%8, 53:90 WO | ARTICULAR INFOR
' afé“;,;g e e o e (ﬁ;@ = S —— a 7y 12 | Tender publication date 12-01-2008.
Rz ol D Tuegnng Leparimen, | sy T wm : v | ;| Fro-ary mp Tooey, argwee, v | | 13 | Tender last selling date 27-01-2008.
b) Selling tender document (others) ). E‘gtqi of the Deputy Commissioner (DC), Dhaka & e s 14 | Tender closing date and time 28-01-2008 at 02:00pm.
nikganj. . o :
) Ofco o he Sportendn o Pocn D | |3 [0 e | ¥ ST o ooee. e, v | | e o (s) e oAt Carie, Dl TAGA, 6-asf e
ikgan. ame & address of the office(s omputer er, , 98, Kazi
i) Office of the Assistant Engineer, Education a feyt |slam Avenue, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215
= Engineering Department, Manikganj District. 38 | waea swAm (¥ | ;| Pre-ars g EAGolves, wrgmea, v 1 - -
¢) Receiving tender document Executlzvefn ineer, Education Engir?eerling; E}ecpanmem, @ A @ e 30U | INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
_ Savar Zone, Savar, Dhaka. 3¢ | FANA ATSTA (AT (¥) 34 @© AEEMA (IEEPM), fod 17 | Eligibility of tenderer Tenderer must have experience of supplying
d) Opening tender document Execuli | : inaan “nrea AT, g S
: HIIITIUH:UFFTEHUEHEH siﬁi‘r’é‘é%ﬁ" “:faar,rbmmn AR % e % ml E‘: minimum 02(two) number of Development of

18. | Elgiiity of tenderer

are eligible.

Enlisted contractors  of
Department and other
bodies who fulfil the conditions of the tender documents

Education  Engineering
government & autonomous

19. | Pnce of tender document (TK.

r Tk. 400.00 (four hundred)

non-refundable).

20. Lot Name of work Location | Tendersecurity | Completion
No. S amount (Tk) time in (month)
01 | Construction of guard wall, retaining wall, Dohar 10,000/ (ten 60 days
including sinking & installation of deep Upazila, thousand) only
tubewell at Jaypara Vocational Institute at Dhaka
Dohar Upazila, Dhaka .
02 Vertical extension (2™ floor) of Manikganj | Sadar 27,000/~ (twen 120
TechqicaJM;d\ool and College at Sadar | Upazila, seven lhgusan‘g] i
SROCURIE :‘h l' 11 Mankgany o
21. | Name of official inviting tender Syed Shahidur Rahman.
22. | Designation of official inviting tender Executive Engineer.
23. | Address of official inviting tender Education Enaineering Depariment, Savar Zone, Savar.
24. | Contact details of official inviting fender Tel._ No. 7712535
25. | * Tender documents may be purchased by any lenderer from the offices mentioned above in SI. 17 on
payment of no-refundable amount as mentioned above in SI. No. 19 for each set. Additional sets of tender
_| documents may be purchased at the same price.
*  Tenders shall be valid for a period of 120 days from tender opening and all tenders mus! be
accompanied by a tender security of amount as mentioned above in Si. No. 20 in the form of Bank
Draft/Pay Order in favour of Executive Engineer, Education Engineering Department, Savar Zone,
A Savar, Dhaka
The award of procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning
any reason.
Syed Shahidur Rahman
. Executive Engineer
GD-171 Education Engineering Department

Savar Zone, Savar
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Customised Software within last five years.

18 | Brief description of goods or works Supply of Computer Hardware, Development of
Customised Inventory Control Software for Store
Management & Rearrangement of Goods in
Pagla.

19 | Brief description of related services | Installation of Computer Hardware & Related
Equipments and Establishment of Networking.

20 | Price of tender document (TK) Taka 500.00 (five hundred) only.

21 | Lot | Identification of | Location | Tender security amount | Completion time (day)

No. lot (Taka)
1 Single Pagla 30,000/~ (thirty 120 (one hundred &
Store, thousand) only twenty)
DWASA

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

22 | Name of official inviting tender Md. Jafrin Hossain.
23 | Designation of official inviting tender | Senior System Analyst.
24 | Address of official inviting tender Computer Center, Dhaka WASA, 98, Kazi Nazrul
Islam Avenue, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215.
25 | Contact details of official inviting | = 9113092 E-mail: ssadwasa@yahoo.com
tender
26 I, The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders.

i, Procurement will be conducted under PPR 2003.
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GD-184




