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in Moulvibazar faces closure

400 attar factories in Baralekha closed, 200 still operate in Juri

RAJIAT KANTI GOSWAMI, Moulvibazar

About 400 perfume (attar) produc-
ing factories in hilly Baralekha
upazila in Moulvibazar have been
closed due to alleged hassle and
harassment by land officials and
BDR.

The country is missing export of
the item while about 6,000 workers
have become jobless, producers said.

[n Juri upazila, about 200 perfume
factories are still in operation as their
owners can collectAgortrees.

This correspondent recently
visited Agor growing areas in the
two upazilas and talked to farmers
and factory owners.

Bangladeshi Agor (soft wood of
a plant) and Attar (perfume pro-
duced from the plant) produced in
Baralekha and Juri Upazilas in
Moulvibazar are popular items in
markets of Middle East, Europe
and the United States.

About 85 per cent people of
three unions in the two upazilas
were involved in the century old
industryin the area.

According to the Attar produc-
ers, the perfume worth about Tk 50
crore was exported annually from
the two upazilas.

November-June is the peak
season to extract Artar from Agor
trees. The perfume producers
purchase and collect Agor trees
from different places in the two
upazilas during this period. But
this year, land officials and BDR

have created obstructions in cut-
ting and transporting Agor trees
from one place to another. Land
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An attar producer at his closed factory at Sujanagar village in Baralekha

upazilain Moulvibazar.

officials are obstructing in cutting
Agor trees before payment of land
development tax.

They claimed that according to
the law, land owners are to pay the
land tax but land officials try to
realise the tax from buyers of trees.

On the other hand, BDR person-
nel obstruct transportation of the
trees, branding them as smuggled
item.

BDR seizes Agor trees as smug-
gled item and file cases under the
Forest Protection Act against those
who transport those.

Sirajul Haque, an Attar trader at
Sujanagar village in Baralekha told

this correspondent that BDR and
local land officials obstruct them
when theybring Agor trees from hills.

Land development tax
remained unrealised from land
owners for many years. Land offi-
cials now try to realise the arrears
from users of Agor threes instead of
land owners, Haque claimed.

BDR personnel say Agor trees
are assets of government's reserved
forestand so their felling and trans-
portationisillegal.

Perfume producer Suhel Ahmed
of Shalbigha village in Baralekha
said he was arrested by BDR in
September last year while he was

transporting a few Agor trees from
Shahbajpur in the upazila to his
village. A case was also filed against
him under Forest Act. He was freed
on bail after 20 days of arrest.

Producers in Sujanagar said
about 400 perfume factories in the
area are closed for want of Aagor
trees, the main raw material, About
six thousand workers of the facto-
ries are jobless.

Mujibur Rahman Tareque,
general secretary of Sujanagar
Agor-Attar Traders Assoclation told
this correspondent that valuable
Agor trees are being damaged due
to the restrictions imposed by local
land officials.

He said they have verbally
appealed to Moulvibazar Deputy
Commissioner to issue ‘clearance
certificate’ to perfume traders
producers.

“We hope that the Deputy
Commissioner will take steps in
this regard to save this century old
industry in Moulvibazar", he said.

Subedar Nazrul Islam of
Shahbajpur BDR camp said border
guards always support local traders.
But smuggling of timbers in border
areasshouldbe checked any how.

He said the BDR does not create
obstruction to any one having
forest department permission in
transporting Agor three,

Zahirul Islamm Khan, Assistant
Commissioner of Land in
Baralekha said, they have to realise
land tax. He however said they will
look into the matter so that Agor
tree purchasers or Attar producers
are not harassed

UNDP ofticial
visits Kantanagar
Temple

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

The United Nation Development
Programme (UNDP) country direc-
tor in Bangladesh, Monoj Basniyat

yesterday visited the historic
Kantanagar temple in Kaharol |
upazila.

During the wsit,

the country |

director also visited different UNDP |

development: projects in the dis-

Monoj Basniyat was accompa-
nied by UNDP deputy country
director in Bangladesh AKM
Morshed, Dinajpur deputy com-
missioner (DC) Md A M Saiful
Hasan, Dinajpur Pourasabha
chairman Md Shafiqul Haque
Chhutu, Dinajpur Rajdebattar
Estate agent Amalendu Bhowmic
and Dinajpur Press Club president
Chitta Ghosh.
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Defying a ban, fishermen at Harisava in Chandpur use mosquito nets, catching fry indiscriminately.
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3 dredgers engaged

to keep Baghabari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA)
permanently engaged three dredg-
ing units for dredging operation
along the Paturia-Baghabari chan-
nel in the Jamuna to ensure its
navigability for the entire dry sea-
son, BIWTA sources said.

BIWTA executive engineer Md
Mojibar Rahman announced this
after visiting the river route on
Wednesday.

He was accompanied by en-
gineer Md Robbani and other
BIWTA officials during the
Visit.

Usually, smooth plying of fuel
and goods-laden vessels is dis-
rupted along the channel in dry
season every year due to navigabil-
Ity crisis.

Following dredging, the prob-
lem is solved for a temporary
period. The navigability crises

| reappearin the channel afterabrief

period.

To combat the situation, the
BIWTA authorities took the perma-
nent step, said Md Joynal Hossain, a
BIWTA official.

At least 30 fuel and fertiliser-
loaded vessels were chllkfﬂ al
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channel navigable

several points in the Jamuna last
week due to navigability crises.
BIWTA solved the problem by
unloading goods of those vessels to
lightervessels.

Later, the vessels reached
Baghabari River Port with the
goods.

There are many underwater
shoals in Paturia-Baghabaririver
route.

Movement of vessels is usu-
ally disrupted in Mhongonje,
Panchakola, Kaitola, Hariram-
pur, Paturia and some other
points in the river, said the port
official.

Continuous dredging 1s
essential to remove the naviga-
bility crises in the river, BIWTA
sources said.

Fuel and fertilizer are supplied
to 16 northern districts from
Baghabariport.

At present, about 12 lakh liter
fuel is supplied to the northern
districts from the port now.

The demand will increase to 20
lakh liter in the upcoming peak
season of IRRI cultivation when
farmers will be engaged in irriga-
tion, said an official of Meghna
Depot.

CHITTAGONG -25th Jan

extortion

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

An extortion case was filed against
asettlement officer of Shyamnagar
upazila settlement office Friday
night

The accused settlement officer
is of Shyamnagar settlement office
in Shyamnagarupazila.

Shahadat Hossain of Haibatpur
village filed the case against Abul
Hossain accusing him for realizing
Tk 50,000 from him as toll.

The complainant alleged that
he and at least 14 other families
have been living at Haibatour
mouza in Shyamnagar upazila for
the last 40 years, A vested group
filed a case with the settlement
officer’s court claiming ownership
of theirlands.

Taking the advantage, Abul
Hossain demanded Tk 50,000 from
them and threatened to record the
land in the name of the vested
quarters, the complainantalleged.

They gave the land settlement
officer Tk 50,000 on August 18,
2006, the complainant said in the
case.

Officer-in-Charge of Shyam-
nagar police station Abdur Razzak
confirmed filing of the case.

The OC also said the accused is
absconding as he faces some other
cases filed with with Shyamnagar
police station.

UPDF activist
held after
gunfight in
Rangamati

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Army men yesterday arrested an
activist of UPDF and recovered 10
bullets and documents from him
after a gunfight at remote Udoipur
of Sajek in Bagaichhari upazila of
Rangamati district.

The arrestee, Nilaboron
Chakma, 30, a 'captain’ of UPDF
used to sell arms in Sajek area, he
told interrogators after his arrest,

An army team from Bagaihat
zone, who raided Udoipur at
10:00am yesterday, got locked into
an hour-long gunfight before they
could destroy the UPDF criminals’

den and arrest Nilaboron, police
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BNP leader
held with

dI'IllS

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

A local BNP leader and former
chairman of Showvnali Union
Parishad (UP) in Assassuni upazila
has been sued for allegedly keeping
firearms and ammunitionillegally.

Deputy assistant director of the
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab),
Khulna, M Mofser Ali filed the case
with Assassuni police station
accusing Shovnali UP chairman
Shahidul Islam under Arms Act,
police said.

The accused remained abscon-
dedsince filing of the case.

Rab members raided the house
of Shahidul Islam at Godara village
in the same upazila and recovered
a gun and three cartridges from
the house on Friday.

On contact, Assassuni police
station sub-inspector (SI) Shah
Alam confirmed the incident.

'Land grabber’
sent to jail in
Satkhira

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

3 days, 1300 other
poultry birds culled

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

About B00 chickens died of bird
flue during last three days in
Kulaura upazila while District
Livestock Department culled 1283
more chickens, ducks and parrots
in one square kilometre area of the
affected place. .

The administration said there i3
no information of bird flue infec-
tion in human body and the situa-
tionisunder control.

After about B00 chickens of
'Jibon Poultry Farm' at village
Monsurnagar under Kadipur
union of Kulaura upazila died in
last three days, farm owner Nazrul
Islam informed Upazila Livestock
Office of the matter.

Upazila Livestock Officer Dr
Nurul Islam and Veterinary Surgeon
Dr Aminul Islam went to the farm
shortly and primarily detected the
chickens' disease as bird flue.

Samples weré¢ sent to Field
Investigation Laboratory at Sylhet
and later to Livestock Research
Insutute at Savar where test reports
confirmed that the poultry birds
were infected with deadly "birds
flue H-5 virus', which is able to
infect human body, Dr Nurul Islam
told this correspondent.

Following the report, livestock
officials with help of joint forces
culled and buried all the chickens,
ducks and parrots in one kilometre
areca of Monsurnagar village on
Thursdaynight.

743 fertiliser sacks
seized in Pabna,

3 arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Joint forces during a daylong drive
recovered 743 sacks of fertiliser from
different areas of Santhia and Bera
upazilas in the district yesterday and
arrested three traders for hoarding
and selling fertiliser at high prices.
Joint force arrested Ali Akbar
from Boailmari market in Santhia
yesterday morning, During interro-
gation, Ali Akbar confessed that two
trunk]oads of fertiliser were brought

there from Chittagong recently,

Acting on his statement, joint
force raided Bera C&B bus stand
market and recovered 50 sacks of
fertiliser from a shop owned by
Sahin. Following their information,
joint force later seized 693 sacks of
fertilisers from a warehouse in the
area.

Two other arrested traders are
Sahinur Rahman and Samim
Hossain. All the three were handed
over to Santhia puhce sources said.

suspended in
Kishoreganj

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Kishoregan|

Three security men of Kishoreganj
jail were suspended yesterday as
they attacked and injured four
visitors allegedly for realising
money.

The suspended persons are
Joinal Abedin (No. 12542),
Paritosh Chandra Das (No. 12059)
and Mahfuzur Rahman (No.
12710).

The action was taken by DIG
Prison of Dhaka Range Maj.
Shamsul Haider Siddiqui during a
visit to the jail yesterday, acting
jail superintendent Ahsan Habib
said.

A committee will be formed
soon to probe the matter, the jail
superintendent said.

The GID also visited injured
driver Insan Ali at Kishoreganj
Sadar Hospital.

Eye witnesses said, some secu-
rity men demanded extra money
from advocate Mamun-or-Rashid
when he went (o see his relative at
the jail on Friday.

On refusal the security men
became angry and at one stage
assaulted Rashid.

As Insan Ali, a driver of
Kishoreganj Zila Parishad, and
some others tried to save Rashid, a
section of jail warders attacked
them with hammers and batons.
Insan Ali and three others were
inmjured.

Jail office sources said, the
government fee for each visitor is
Tk 2 but the warders collect Tk 10
from, witnesses said.

Allegations have it that a section
of security guards at the jail often
realise extra money from visitors.

DP/F-2/1R/2007-2008/30

; ”;‘T;-r Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Bangladesh Telegraph and Telephone Board
Office of the Director (Procurement), Telephone Revenue Building

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207

Corrigendum

Dated: 09-01-2008

Sub: Revised schedule of closing and opening date of the International Tender

(... ..No. DP/F-2/IR/2007-2008/3 Dated: 25-11-2007 for Supply and Testmg of TV
coder, Decoder and TV signal splitter on turn-key basis.

Due to the unavoidable circumstances the time schedule for the abovementioned tender has been re-
| scheduled/re-arranged as follows:-

Sl [tem
No

Previous date & time

Changed date & time

document

1. Last date and time for selling tender

15-01-2008

239-01-2008

tenders

2. Last date and time for submission of

16-01-2008 at 11-00 BST

3. | Date and time for opening of tenders

30-01-2008 at 11-00 BST J

16-01-2008 at 11-05 BST | 30-01-2008 at 11-05 BST

All other terms and conditions of this tender will remain unchanged.

Dy. Director (Foreign Procurement)

GD-199 Phone: 8150600, Fax: 8150511
[ : 3 | |
{413 e 0
SLH-q (=923)
(A9 F-R03/2: Fa s q/—dﬂ“a/oﬂ ot S \G/}-JQJGG a3 sfegii+e)
. TEIT/feem s | = e, o 3R @ FEIT YIRTRTR/EATY WeoR e |
2, u"fﬁ;ﬁ . T";?IMJ-:—"’:“"""E"“".
3, FZ™ HERE 219 4T grEhe. Sen-q_ fs2em
8. AT G (TS 1 | e wE )
e. FTLS FAGE & s | W=
.. fe & STEEW 3 | 7o 7go =R
q. HTA=E 7 fB-8u/e3 s .q, Eit-aq/od/ov 3L
br. HZ RIS 1 | 39 Azva vele (aHaeT) |
IS e ad Gt 2 IS : | 5= ey =zfae

0. BT SeMaTR (TfE SrTeT TE) y | szt =a.
3. 3T/ (EETER (T Cieneis
33, 22y /(2T T4 (T7 1) TS 10 |

29, HaEYA YIIES =t

-
3 | ob/E:RW-9/3009-200F |

28, AA¥E TS LE4 A8

1 | #ratem e
DAY (KOS & at . Ty

. WeeT.q &7 '.:F.‘SE"_?“ f'{‘r‘?j e S s A “_"‘?ﬁ e ﬂﬁ"" L

An alleged land grabber and four
others, arrested by Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) on Thursday with
firearms were sent to jail yesterday.

Deputy assistant director (DAD)
M Mofser Ali of Rab filed a case with
Satkhira Sadar police station
against the five under Section 19(A)
of the Arms Act, police said.

The arrested are Bashir Ahmed,
Samsul Huda and Mahbubur
Rahman Murad, Milon Hossain
and Laxmi Kant Gain.

Acting on tipped off, Rab raided
a market at Itagachha and
arrested them along with two US-
made pistols.

Officer-in-Charge of Sadar
police station Abdul Kader Beg
confirmed the incident.

Workshop
for child

journos ends

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A two-day training workshop for
children journalists concluded
here yesterday.

Mass Line Media Center, in
collaboration with Unicef, organ-
ised the workshop on ‘Basic and
Creative Writing for Children
Journalists on Child Rights' at
Tangail Press Club.

Ten child journalists took partin
the workshop.
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