CULTURE

culture@thedailystar.net

@The Daily Star

1 4 DHAKA SATURDAY JANUARY 12, 2008

Poush Mela '08
Celebrating the season of mist

NADIA SARWAT

RADITIONALLY, after the

harvest scason, the rural

people of Bangladesh
celebrate winter with mela (village
fair), jatrapala, along with varieties
of pitha (rice cakes). With an aim to
go back to the roots, Bangladesh
Poush Mela Udjapon Parishad
arranged a Poush Mela yesterday at
Ramna Botomul.

Early moming, the mist was still
intense as the artistes of cultural
organisation 'Udichi' opened the
daylong event with a rendition of
the song Poush elo, poush elo.
Shankota dulchey, a solo rendition
by Rupa Chowdhury followed.
Rezina Wali Lina recited

Jibanananda Das’ poem Nadi.

and harvest

Dancers of 'Spondon' then
performed at the celebration. The
programme also included Aditi
Mohsin's rendition of the Tagore
song Kanna hashir dol dolano. The
festival was formally inaugurated
with arural ritual 'Poushali Porbo'.

Freedom fighter Abdul Jabbar
Boyati inaugurated the Poushali
Porbo by making a fire -- a symbolic
move to break the winter mist.
Professor Anisuzzaman, chairman
of the Poush Mela Udjapon
Parishad; co-chairmen Golam
Kuddus and Mahbub Selim were
present.

“This year the Bengali month of
Poush has come to us amidst a
distressed situation. Just after the
disastrous Sidr, we are in a state of
socio-economic crisis.

Still the !

Sharing the delights of pitha

winter comes with the aroma of
newly made pitha. We believe that,
in the end, the sun will come out of
the fog "-- Selim Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury, convenor of
Bangladesh Poush Mela Udjapon
Parishad, read the declaration of
the festival.

Professor Anisuzzaman said,
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10th Dhaka International

Film Festival

Organiser: Rainbow Film Soclety
Venues: Central Public Library aud'to-
rium, Nabonal Museum auditenium,
Russian Centre for Saence and Cuiture
and Indian High Commission

Date: January 10-18

Time: 10:00 am onwards

Sculpture Exhibition

239 1oceay oL uadhod

Title: Ecology of Mind-2

Sculptor: Alak Roy

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Bengal Shilpalaya, H 275/F, Road 27
(old), Dhanmondi and British Councl, 5
Fuller Road, Dhaka University

Date: January 5-19

“We have been celebrating the
festival in the city for last ten years.
T'he festival is usually celebrated on
the first day of Poush. However, the
current situation of the country has
caused a delay this year. If the
festival can remind us of our
cultural heritage in our hectic city
lives, we will consider this event a
success.”

Exhibition

Nazir Hossain's soft

Following the speeches the
cultural programme resumed with
a solo performance by folk artiste
Bipul Bhattacharya. After the
performances by cultural
organisations 'Nibedon' and
‘Nrityam', eminent cultural
personality Asaduzzaman Noor
recited a poem at the event.

The festival offered the
urbanites a variety of delectable
pitha. People from all age groups
gathered at Ramna to enjoy their
holiday with music, dance and
pitha.

The programme ended in the
evening with the jatrapala,
Alomoti Premkumar, staged by
Desh Opera.

rural images

FAayza HAQ

Self-effacing but confident and
clever Nazir Hossain exhibits every
week at the Friday Art College fair.
That and his numerous exhibits in
his home district gives him the
courage to teach and work at a
commercial outlet and have solo
exhibits like the recent one at the
Zoom Gallery, Alliance Francaise.
Using acrylic and watercolour,
Hossain has worked on his
sketches, which he makes on route
to his office and home as well as to
his hometown. He depends on his
massive collection of sketches with
pencil and pen which are remark-
able on their own and were accessi-
ble at the gallery. In his 26 entries
Hossain has done simple and
pristine paintings based on the
farmers and fishermen of the

Rafiqun Nabi. He also has western
geniuses like Van Gogh and
Cezanne in mind while going about
his work of unbridled passion and
enormous hope. The young artist
bases his paintings, which he does
by night, after his day job, in his
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simple study at home. Despite his
preoccupation in making a living
by freelance paintings, his profes-
sional work, has the fingsse of a
dogged and die-hard student of
idyllic paintings of the rural areas.
Hossain's choice of colours
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Dutch film “Duska” screened

ERSHAD KAMOL

Tenth Dhaka International Film Festival began
on January 10 at the Main Auditerium, National
Museum. Over 100 full-length films, short films
and documentaries from 40 countries are par-
ticipating at the festival arranged by Rainbow
Film Society in association with European
Union, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands, Royal Norweglan Embassy, SIGNIS,
ReligionToday Film Festival and GMG Alrlines.
Entrepreneur Geeteara Safiya Chowdhury was
the chief guest at the inaugural programme.
Director of the Festival Committee, Ahmed
Muztaba Zamal delivered the welcome speech.
Ambassador of the European Commission, Dr
Stefan Frowein; Charge d'Affaires of Embassy of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Fritz Meijndert;
Vice-chairman of the Festival Committee, Badal
Rahman; Managing Director of Channel-|,
Faridur Reza Shagor, General Manager (Sales and
Marketing) of GMG Airlines, Quazi N Shahriar
also spoke at the programme. President of Rain-

A scene from Duska
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was presided over

(Sergei Makovets

by the Chairman of the Festival
Committee, Syed Margub Morshed.

The festival opened with the Dutch tragicom-
edy Duska (Russian for 'cherub’) by renowned
European director Jos Stelling. Stelling won the
Dutch National Award in Art and has been nomi-
nated and awarded at most prestigious interna-
tonal film festivals: Cannes, Venice, Moscow
and others. Duska will represent Netherlands at
the Academy Awards in February this year in the
Best Foreign Language Film category.

Duska features the story of a middle-aged film
critic Bob (Gene Bervoets), who is in love with the
pretty ticket seller at the local movie theatre (Sylvia
Hoeks). She is involved in her own complicated
relationships, buteventually their paths cross.

On the very day when the object of Bob's affec-
tion comes to his house the comedy takes a new
turn upon the arrival of a Russian, named Duska
ky), whom Bob met at a film
festival in the then USSR and gave his address in
Netherlands to meet him. Duska’s intentions to
stay with Bob appears asannoyingto the host.

Duska tries his very best to be nice, but Bob
becomes increasingly irritated. The tension

Geeteara Safiya Chowdhury speaks at the inauguration

bow Film Society, Kishuar Kamal thanked every-
one at the programme. The opening ceremony

and soothing

brings in a good combination of
bright hues like jade, ruby, topaz
and beryl with contrasting black
and White, 'THe rringlftg Srd 't
ing of lines and colours are neat
and subtle, and they speak of
labour and endless hope. The
subjects of the fishermen, farmers,
their near and dear ones are com-
bined with tigers and cobras that
are taken from the traditional Pat
Chitrastyle. Sometimes muted and
at others loud and buoyant, the
lines and colours take one away to
the idyll of the riverine Bangladesh.

The fresh breeze, the birds and
the bees, the cows, goats and end-
less “barret clouds” speak of repose
and tranquillity. Hossain, in his
early twenties, does not claim to
have a very original style and gives
credit to the masters he has studied
foryears.

10th Dhaka International
Film Festival inaugurated

RAINBOW
FILM SOCIETY

between Bob and Duska eventually leads wo a
violent climax. But when Duska is gone, Bob
deeply misses his true friend

The titular character Duska only speaks
Russian while the other major characters speak
Dutch. Director Jos Stelling’s handling of this
exchange of languages is interesting. There are
very few dialogues but a lot of action, which
develop the storyline of Duska. Glances and
music are more revealing than words.

However, it is not clear how exactly Duska
made it to the Netherlands and where he disap-
pearsinthe end.

The film is replete with symbolism and can be
interpreted in several ways. The tea and coffee
glasses in their plastic holders look melancholic.
The surrounding streets are mostly dark.

Perhaps the film is a satire of the materialistic
social structure where every individual is self-
centred and lonely and this condition prompts a
kind of instinctual interdependence. It speaks of
differences between two contrasting worlds (the
Eastern and Western Europe), and an enigmatic
conclusion suggests that neither is better than
the other. Or may be the film is about friendship
between the two worlds and a total rejection of
established laws and institutions.

Poetry recitation on humanity and peace
60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights

JAMIL MAHMUD

To observe 60th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, recitation organisation
Meghdut along.with United
Nations Information Centre
(UNIC), Dhaka and Goethe-
Institut, Bangladesh arranged a
recitation programme titled Poetry
for Humanity and Peace at Goethe-
Institut on January 10. The

programme featured rendition of
poems on humanity by poets from

different decades.

Eminent poet and writer Syed
Shamsul Haq was the chief guest at
the programme. In his speech Haq
appreciated the endeavour by
Meghdut.- Ameng others Mosud
Mannan, chief organiser ‘of
Meghdut; Kazi Ali Reza, officer-in-
charge of UNIC and Torsten Oertel,
director of Goethe Institut, Bangla-
desh spoke at the programme.

The recitation session started
with a rendition of excerpts form
Rudra Mohammad Shahidullah’s

Ishtehar rendered by Farhad
Hossain, amember of Meghdut.

Noted poets Samudra Gupta,
Sajjad Kadir, Arunav Sarkar and
Rubi Rahman rendered their own
poems. Syed Shamsul-Haq ren-
dered excerpts from his péem
Ambush. The programme wrapped
up with the recitation by veteran
poet Kazi Rozy. Her poem high-
lighted the indigenous people.

The organisers informed that a
compilation of the poems recited
during the programme -- trans-
lated in English -- will be publish
later.

On December 10, 1948 the
United Nations adopted “the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human
Rights” at its General Assembly at
Palais de Chaillot, Paris. The
Guinness Book of Records
describes the declaration as the
“Most Translated Document” in
the world.

Time: 12om-8 _ : Prior to the proclamation of the
i o ?nliages wl?omvhe has been study- Itis not only the leading painters “Universal Dega.mtion of Human
Group Art Exhibition Ingsincelischildnood. of Bangladeshand India, oreven the Rights”, several countries had
Hossain has based his line and superb artistes of the west, the art = proclaimed comparable docu-

Trtle: 10+#2S0ULS colour composition on the criticisms and reviews in the local -~

Venue: Shipangan Gallery, House 26,

Bangladeshi master painters like

dailies and weeklies are also “grist
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ments. Examples include the Bill of
Rights of England, the Bill of Rights

Road 3, Dhanmondi Zainul Abedin, SM Sultan, thatcome to the mill” for him. in the United States, and the Decla-
Date: {mry 312 Q uamrul Hassan, Q ayyum The exhibition was extended ration of the Riﬂ'lts of Man and of
Time: 12pm-8pm Chowdhury, Safiuddin Ahmed and  An artwork by Nazir Hossain and ended recently. the Citizens in France.
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