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Ivorians want to
exorcise ghosts

Ghana does not
hold happy
memories for
2008 African
Nations Cup
favourites Ivory
Coast.

When the
s! biennial compe-
tition was last
staged there
eight years ago, the ‘Elephants’
made a humiliating first round exit
despite defeating the co-hosts 2-0
in the final series of mini-league
matches.

A convincing victory over
Ghana in Accra should have been
cause for celebration, but the
damage had been done to the
Ivorians after adraw against Togo
and a heavy loss to Cameroon.

After the mathematicians
completed their work, Cameroon
and Ghana were through to the
quarterfinals and Ivory Coast
returned home to one of the most
degrading experiences inflicted
on an African national football
feam.

Furious at the results, the mili-
tary rulers ordered the team into a
camp for several days where local
and foreign-based players were
drilled in the importance of
national pride.

Not that the 'boot camp'’
brought the desired results as Ivory
Coast made another first round exit
in Mali two years later and did not
even qualify for the 2004 Nations
Cup after aloss in South Africa.

Another two years saw the
'Elephants’ transformed from
tournament onlookers to unlucky
runners-up with usually clinical
striker Didier Drogba missing
several chances before hosts Egypt
took the trophy on a penalty shoot-
out.

This time round deep digging is
required to find anyone betting on
another Egyptian triumph with the
general consensus among neutrals
being that Ivory Coast, Cameroon,
Ghana and Nigeria are the teams to
beat.

And it is not difficult to see why
many fancy the 'Elephants’ to
emulate the 1992 cup-winning
team as the squad is packed with
players from leading European

clubs like Arsenal, Barcelona and

Chelsea.
There are seasoned Arsenal

defenders Emmanuel Eboue and
Kolo Toure, emerging Barcelona
midfielder Yaya Toure and Chelsea
strikers Salomon Kalou and reign-
ing African Footballer of the Year
Didier Drogba.

A knee operation last month
cast doubts over the availability
of prolific scorer Drogba, but
the 'Elephants’ are confident
their humble hero will be in
Ghana to spread panic among
Group B rivals Benin, Mali and
Nigeria.

But whether Ivory Coast go all
the way could hinge on less
known Boubacar Barry with
coach Uli Stielike claiming the
goalkeeper is the most improved
player in the squad and the
solution to a long-running prob-
lem.

Stielike will miss the tourna-
ment after his son lapsed into a
coma this week and experienced
Frenchman Gerard Gili, coach of
the Ivorian team that qualified for
the 2008 Beijing Games, takes
over,

Robert glad to be back

‘ ﬁ Football

AFP, Derby

Laurent Robert said Tuesday he
was happy to return to "the best
league in the world” even though
he has signed for Premier League
Lasementside Derby County.

The French winger, who could
make his debut for the Rams this
weekend against Wigan, has
signed until the end of the season
to help Derby in their uphill battle
to stay in English football's top-
flight

"The Derby manager called my
agent to say he wanted me and I
came quickly because the quality
and the atmosphere in the Premier

l.eagueis the bestin the world," the

32-year old told County's official
website www.dcfc.co.uk

“Everything you see here at the
training ground is professional. I
am very happy because I signed
this moming and for my head that
1s fantastic.

I don't know the city but my

family are coming over this Friday
and I'm very happy to be back in
England with Derby.

“The club's position here is a bit
difficult but I'm here to put my
experience in and work hard -
that'sit

"I love football and I hope I will
stay healthy."

Robert spent four, sometimes
fractious, years at Newcastle and
six months at Portsmouth before
joining Portuguese giants Benfica
two years ago. But he had been
without a club since leaving
Spanish side Levante in November.

Derby manager Paul Jewell, who
signed Robert after seeing him
spend several days training with
the Midlands club, said of his new
player: "His ability is unquestioned
and [ think this could be a really,
goodbitofbusiness for us.

“Laurent’s key quality iswhat he
can do with the ball - he can unlock
the door, make things happen and
produce abitofmagic.”

Derby are also on the brink of
signing Wales midfielder Robbie
Savage from Premier League rivals

Blackburn Rovers. The two clubs
have agreed a fee and Savage was at
Pride Park on Tuesday to discuss
terms.

The Rams hope to conclude a
deal with Savage onWednesday.

Jewell is also closing in on sign-
ing Hossam Ghaly from Tottenham
Hotspur.

The 26-year-old Egypt
midfielder, who has pulled out of
the African Nations Cup in a bid to
move to Derby, has been out of
favour at White Hart Lane since
throwing his shirt to the ground
after being substituted by then
Spurs manager Martin Jol in the
final game of lastseason.

However, any move remains
subjecyt to Ghaly getung work
permit clearance.

"We're not sure about his work
permit situation but, all being well,
he will be a Derby County player,”
Jewell said. |

Derby, promoted via the play-
offs last season, are 10 points adrift
of safety and have won just one of
their 21 league matches so far this
term.

Marseille reject
Cisse approach

AFP, Marseille

Marseille president Pape Diouf
insisted Tuesday he has no inten-
tion of selling Djibril Cisse after
turning down a move from English
Premier League club Manchester
Cityfor the striker.

"I will make mysell very clear
concerning Djibril Cisse: he will
not leave, he will stay at Marseille
until the end of the season,” said
Diouf,

"It is certain many English clubs
have shown interest in him. I have
been approached very officially by
Manchester City, to whom I cate-
gorically said no,” confirmed
Diouf.

But Cisse's agent Ranko Stojic
was singing a different tune to
Diouf.

"Everybody has forgotten that
Djibril has not always been
respected in recent times, person-
allyaswell as a professionally.

'Not only by the supporters
(Cisse is regularly jeered by
Marseille fans), but also from
within the club.

“It is for that reason, I can't say
today that he will leave, but on the
other hand I can't say that he won't
leave,” said Stojic.

Maradona files
theft charges

AFP, Buenos Aires

Argentine football legend Diego
Maradona filed charges against
businessman for stealing hundreds
of memorabilia items shown
around the world in his "Itinerant
M10 Museum,” the star's official
website said Tuesday.

The 600 pieces of memorabilia,
including the 1995 Golden Ball and
gifts from Brazilian football icon
Pele and Cuban President Fidel
Castro, were on exhibition since
2003 but are presently tied up in
customs in several countries due to
the "organizer's failure to meet his
obligations," the website said.

Maradona filed a complaint
against businessman Ernesto Texo,
in the matter, itadded.

The complaint said: "Texo and
his associates improperly took
posession of these objects after
being tasked with organizing the

| Ituncrant M10 Museum that visited

Argentina, Italy and Mexico,
amongothercountries."

The memorabilia also includes
several international trophies,
numerous tee-shirts Maradona --
whose shirt number was 10 --
exchanged after international
matches with other famous foot-
ball players, and other sports cloth-
ing worn by Maradona throughout
his career.

Takahara back in Japan

Football

AP, Tokyo

Japanese international striker
Naohiro Takahara returned to
Japan Wednesday to join the home
league after his six-year stint in
Germany, resolving to keep his
aggressive style,

The 28-year-old will officially
transfer to J-League side Urawa
Red Diamonds this week from
Bundesliga outfit Eintracht
Frankfurt after going through a
medical and other details.

"Whichever team I've been
with, I have always given my all to
win as a team. I will stay that way,
even though the team has
changed,” Takahara told reporters
waiting for him at Narita airport
near Tokyo.

Takahara is among the biggest
names in the Japan national team,
scoring a tournament-leading four
goals in Japan's failed attempt to
win a third straight Asian Cup last
July.

Takahara, formerly with J-
League side Jubilo Iwata, struggled
to get a regular place at SV
Hamburg in four seasons before
moving to Frankfurtin mid-2006.

Last season his opportunities in
Germany were limited to just eight
games and one goal.

He returned to Japan weeks
before the national squad, under
new coach Takeshi Okada, opens
World Cup qualifiers on February 6
with a home game against
Thailand.
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PHOTO: AFP

Japan striker Naohiro Takahara arrives at Narita International Airport in

Chiba prefecture, on Wednesday.

BBC SPORT

Derby County have completed a 1.5
million pound move for Blackburn
midfielder Robbie Savage on a two-
and-a-halfyeardeal.

Derby manager Paul Jewell told
BBC Radio Derby on Tuesday: "We
lack a bit of devilment and Robbie
will bring that to the club.”

Savage, 33, is likely to make his
debut in Saturday's Premier
League match against Jewell's
formerside Wigan.

‘Savage told BBC:Sport: before
the move:' "This is the hardest
decision I've made in my career but
Ineedto play, that'sit.”

Savage joined Rovers in 2005
and played a hig role in the club's
qualification for Europe the follow-
INg year.

However, after breaking his leg

In January last year, Savage was
forced to undergo surgery on a
knee injury this season, restricting
his appearances for Blackburn.

Rovers boss Mark Hughes gave
him the go-ahead to seek amove in
the January transfer window.

Savage added: "It's well known
that I came to this club because I
wanted to play under Mark and his
staff, but I have to look after my
own Interests now

"Mark has been honest with me
- he knows me probably better than
anybody - and he has said he can't
guarantee I'll play. I'm a big boy
and | understand that

‘I'marealist. 'm notgoingto go
L0 & tearmn' chiallenging forEuropean
honours now so I'm looking for a
challenge and after playing my part
In keeping Birmingham and then
Blackburn up as a player, I'm ready
foranother battle.

"To be honest, I've not been
eating, I've not been sleepingand it's
really affecting me not knowing what

Derby sign Savage

the future holds so I think the sooner
ithappens the better for all parties.”

Asked whether the Pride Park
faithful will take to Savage after
reports that some fans had voiced a
protest against him joining the
club, Jewell said he felt their opin-
lon would change.

"I hated Robbie Savage when he
played against me,” Jewell admit-
ted. "He is one of those characters
you despise when he is playing for
the opposition but you love when
heisonyourteam.

"I know there is a little bit of his-
tory between Robbie and the Derby
fans, but that is the same for him and
everyclub - thatis partofhis nature.

"Butifhe comes and plays a part
in turning this club around I'm sure
the supporters will be delighted to
see himin a Derby shirt.

"People do Robbie an injustice
regarding his ability. You don't play
at the top level for as long as he has,
and also for your country, by only
going around kicking people.”

Lions surprised
by Eto'o delay

AFP, Yaounde

Cameroon football federation
(Fecafoot) chiefs on Tuesday
expressed their surprise that striker
Samuel Eto’o has yet to be released
by Barcelona for the African
Nations Cup which starts on
January 20.

Barcelona coach Franck
Rikjaard insisted Tuesday that the
Spanish club had reached an agree-
ment with Cameroon to hold on to
Eto'ountil January 12.

“The club has an agreement
with the Cameroon federation
which authorises Eto'o to join up
later with the team,” Rijkaard told
Barcelona's website,

Barcelona's agreement delays
by about one week the three-time
African Player of the Year's trip to
join his national teamn, he said.

Barcelona want Eto'o to play in
their King's Cup last 16 away match
at Sevilla on January 9 and a
Primera Liga tie against Murcia on
January12.

But Fecafoot vice-president
Francis Mveng told AFP: "We don't
have official news from FC
Barcelona.

"Fecafoot asked FC Barcelona
by letter to release Eto'o 14 days
before the competition starts, or
January 6 at the latest, as stipulated
by FIFA regulations.

"We have never had a answer.
We just heard that FC Barcelona
said in a press conference that it
was understood that they would
release him later,” said Mveng,
insisting this was not the case.

Mveng evoked the possibility
that Barca had struck some deal
with "Cameroonian authorities” to
hold the player beyond the January
6deadline.

Beckham talks
with Brown

AFP, London

England footballer David Beckham
had a private meeting with Gordon
Brown for nearly an hour at the
British Prime Minister's 10
Downing Street residence here
Tuesday.

A Downing Street spokesman
said the meeting between Brown, a
fan of Scottish football club Raith
Rovers, and former Manchester
United and Real Madrid midfielder
Beckham was a "genuinely private
matter”. g |

Beckham told the BBC: "He's
(Mr Brown) interested in sports
and his football, you know he is
very interested in doing a lot for my
academy and also getting involved
in schools around the country as
well.
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International Tender Notice

DCL mvites sealed tender for supply of Pharmaceutical Raw Materials on G&F© Dhaka by

Air, Chittagong by Sea & Benapole by Road Basis.

date of the tender

_No Tender No_ & dale Name of the llems Cost of tender schedule Last date & time of closin Date & time of openin
01. IMPRIWSEW2572007-2008 1. Folic Acd BP Tk 1,000.00 23/01/2008 - 23!01&003 :
Dated: 07/01/2008 2. Pyridoxin HC) BP equivalent 1o US $ 15.00 at 11.00am at 11.15am
3. Rboflavin BP
4. Thiamine Nitrate BP
5. Orange Oil BP
02. IMPRMWSEMN/26/2007-2008 1. Abendazole BPAUSP Tk. 2,700.00 24/01/2008 24/01/2008
Dated: 07/01/2008 s equivalent to US § 39.00 at 11.00am at 11.15am
03 IMP/RM/SEM27/2007-2008 1. Diethyl Carbamazine Citrate BP
Dated: 07/01/2008 2. Maize Slardju BP Tk. 1,900.00 28/01/2008 28/01/2008
gh '101] line Cellulose BP (Avicel equivalent to US $ 28.00 at 11.00am at 11.15am
4. Povwdone-K30 BP
5. Colloidal A ous Sidica BPASP
NP (Aerosi-200
6. Magnesium Stearate BP
7. Talcum Powder BP
8. Sodium Saccharin BP
ender schedule with terms and condtions will

pe avalable for sale at the abova address on all working days during office hours. No tender schedule will be sold on the opening

Md. Feroze-ul-Alam
Production Director &
Incharge, Purchase Deplt.
For Manaqing Director

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Local Government Engineering Department
Office of the Upazila Engineer
Upazila: Lohagara, District: Chittagong.

Invitation for Tender (Works & Goods)

Tender Notice Number: 03/2007-08

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the eligible tenderers as defined in the tender documents for the under mentioned works as per terms and conditions
stated below:

Registered Non Government Primary School Development Project (Phase-II1) [GOB]

1. Saurce of Funds

documents

Or rejec

| &

(A.S.M. Rashedur Rahman)
Upazila Engineer
Lohagara, Chittagong.

Ph: 03034-56026

2. Date, time and place of pre-tender meeting
3. Last date, time and places of selling tender

I 4 Last date, time and places of recelving tender

6. Date, time and place of opening of tender

: Registered Non Government Primary School Development Project (Phase-111) [GOB] and
Government Primary School Reconstruction & Renovation Project (Phase-11) [GOB]

: Date : 21-01-2008, Time: 12.00 AM and Place: Office of the undersigned
: Date: 30-01-2008, Time: 4.00 PM and

'| Package No. Rame Bf Works Tender security Time for Price of tender |
(Tk.) completion (days) | documents (Tk.)
RNGPS/WD4.204 Re const. of Amirabad Joynob Kabir Reg. NGPS 30800.00 180 750
RNGPS/WD4.205 Re const. of Toyeb Ashraf Reqg. NGPS 31100.00 180 750
RNGPS/WD4.206 Re const. of Chunati Ansar VDP Reg. NGPS 31100.00 180 750
RNGPS/WD4.207 Re const. of South Chalkfirani Chingishah Reqg. NGPS 31100.00 180 750
RNGPS/WD4.208 Re const. of Shahid Mejor Nazmul Haque Reg. NGPS 31100.00 180 * 750
RNGPS/WD1.36 Re const. of Lohagara Upazila Sadar Foyez Shafi Reg. NGPS 38200.00 180 750
RNGPS/WD4.574 Re const. of Dakhin Putibila Suffi Fakir Req. NGPS 30800.00 180 750
RNGPS/WD4.575 Re const. of Hazarbigha Nurul Islam ma. Reg. NGPS 31100.00 180 750
RNGPS/WD4.576 Re const. of Pashim Kalauzan Elahi Mohammed Reg. NGPS 30800.00 180 750
RNGPS/WD4.577 Re const. of Uttar Kalauzan Tarani Sen Reg. NGPS 30800.00 180 750 |
RNGPS/WD5.360 Manuf. & Supply of Fur.at Amirabad Joynob Kabir Req. NGPS 3200.00 60 150 |
RNGPS/WD5.361 Manuf. & Supply of Fur.at Toyeb Ashraf Rea. NGPS 3200.00 60 150
RNGPS/WDS.362 Manuf. & Supply of Fur.at Chunati Ansar VDP Reg. NGPS 3200.00 60 r 150 I
RNGPS/WDS5.363 Manuf. & Supply of Fur.at South Chalkfirani Chingishah Reg. NGPS 3200.00 60 150
| [RNGPS/WDS.364 Manuf. & Supply of Fur.at Shahid Mejor Nazmul Haque Req. NGPS 3200.00 60 150
RNGPS/WDS,66 Manuf. & Supply of Fur.at Lohagara Upazila Sadar Foyez Shafi Reg.NGPS 3500.00 60 150
RNGPS/WDS5.813 Manuf. & Supply of Fur.at Dakhin Putibila Suffi Fakir Reg. NGPS 3200.00 60 150
RNGPS/WDS.814 Manuf, & Supply of Fur.at Hazarbigha Nurul Islam ma. Reg. NGPS 3200.00 60 150
RNGPS/WDS.815 Manuf. & ‘_-Zul-;lly of Fur.at Pashim Kalauzan Elahi Mohammed Reg. NGPS 3200.00 60 150
lRNGPSIWDb.Hlb Manuf. & Supply of Fur.at Ul.tar Kalauzan Tarani Sen Reg_._NGPS 3200.00 60 150
.Guvernmcnt Primary School Reconstruction & Renovation Project (Phase-II) [GOB]
Package No. (s oPiricie Tender security Time for Price of tender
(Tk.) completion (days) | documents (Tk.) | |
GPSRRP/WD1.716  |Re const. of Amtoli GPS 38200.00 180 750
GPSRRP/WD1.717  |Re const. of 52no. Purbo Putibila GPS [ 38200.00 180 750 I
GPSRRP/GP4.979 Manuf. & Supply of Fur.at Amtoli GPS 3500.00 60 150
GPSRRP/GP4.980 (Manuf. & Supply of Fur.at 52no. Purbo Putibila GPS 3500.00 60 150

Places: Office of the undersigned / The Executive Engineer, LGED, District: Chittagong / The

Upazila Engineer, LGED, Upazila Satkania, Dist.: Chittagong
: Date: 31-01-2008, Time: 12.00 noon and

Places: Office of the undersigned / The Executive Engineer, LGED,District: Chittagong / The

Upazila Engineer, LGED, Upazilx Satkania, Dist.: Chittagong
: Date: 31-@1-2008. Time: 04.00PM and Place: Office of the undersigned

| c) Tender shall be valid for a period of 60 days after bid opening and must be accompanied by the tender securi

obtain further information from the office of the undersigned and purchase the tender documents in cash/t
mentioned above. The tenderer or their authorized representatives are allowed to attend the openi
or all the tenders without assigning any reasons whatsoever.

ty specified above. Interested tenderer may
reasury chalan / bank draft from the places
ng of tenders. The authority reserves the right to accept

GD 150




