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34 killed in
Afghan
snowfalls

\FP, Herat, Afghanistan

\uthorities said yesterday thatat

least 34 people had been killed
in days of heavy snowfall across
trouble-torn Afghanistan.

Hundreds of isolated com-
munities were cut off after days
of constant snowfall and rain
blocking their roads to the
major cities, authorities said.

Afghan health officials mean-
while have called on tens of
thousands of health workers to
stay on a state of alert.

In the worst incident, eight
members of one family died
when their mud-brick house
collapsed under the weight of
snow in western Herat province
Monday night, Nooruddin
Ahmadi, head of the Afghan Red
Crescentin Herat, said.

Scotland Yard
beefs up its

team probing
Benazir death

AFP, Islamabad

Scotland Yard has sent an explo-
sives expert and two other detec-
tives to Pakistan to beefup its team
aiding the probe into the assassina-
tion of opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto, an official said yesterday.

The group included an expertin
the type of explosives used in the
oun and suicide bomb attack
which killed Bhutto and nearly two
dozen of her supporters after an
election campaign rally in
Rawalpindi on December 27, he
said.

The first batch of British anu-
rerronsm detectives arnved last
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Democratic presidential hopeful and New York Senator Hillary Clinton shakes hands with her supporters as she
celebrates her victory in the state primary in New Hampshire yesterday.

Armed Pak tribesmen vow
to hunt down militants

AFP, Wana, Pakistan

Thousands of armed tribesmen
met in a remote Pakistani district
yesterday vowing to oOrganise a
lashkar (legion) to hunt down al-
Qaeda-linked militants blamed for
killing eight of their Kinsmen.

The tribal jirga (council) at
Wana in South Waziristan border-
ing Afghanistan came three days
after militants stormed two oflices
and killed eight tribal elders of a
government-sponsored peace
committee.

The council ordered tribesmen

should come to Wana with a gun at
10:00 am (0500 GMT) on Thursday
to plan our defence and act against
those who are responsible for
disorder,” tribal chief Malik Ghaftar
told the gathering.

Wazir tribe chief Maulvi Nazir,
who earned fame after he drove out
hundreds of Uzbeks from the
region lastyear in bloody clashes, is
expected to address the lashkar on
Thursday.

He did not turn up at
Wednesday's meeting but had
earlier blamed Baitullah Mehsud, a
top Al-Qaeda commander and

on a public address system asking
Mehsud tribesmen to “leave Wana
to avoidlosses.”

Leader Mehsud is accused by
the government of masterminding
a spate of suicide attacks in the
country, including the December
27 assassination of former prime
minister Benazir Bhutto in a gun
and suicide bomb attack in
Rawalpindi.

Mehsud hasdenied any involve-
ment in the killing. Local sources
told AFP his tribe was preparing a
jirga to negotiate with the Wazir
tribe to avoid aconfrontation,

3 US soldiers
killed in Iraq

AFP, Baghdad

Three US soldiers were killed when
they were attacked with small arms
fire while conducting operations in
northern Iraq, the American mili-
tary announced yesterday.

Two other soldiers were
wounded in the attack, which
occurred in Salaheddin province
on Tuesday, a military statement
said.

US commanders announced on
Tuesday the launch of a joint US-
[raqi assault against al-Qaeda in
Iraq, codenamed Operation
Phantom Phoenix.

The location of the operation
was not identified, but US com-
manders say al-Qaeda fighters
have shifted to northern Iraq,
especially Diyala, Salaheddin and
Nineveh provinces, after being
chased out of Baghdad by a "surge”
of American forces.

White House
warns Iran
over naval
incident

AFP, Jerusalem

The White House warned Iran yes-
terday over a weekend confrontation
between Iranian speedboats and US
warships in the strategic Strait of
Hormuz,

"I think the point that that shows
is this was a very provocative act by
the Iranians, and it could have -- and
came very close to -- resulting in an
altercation between our forces and
their forces,” National Security
Advisor Stephen Hadley told report-
ers.

"And it's a warming to them:
They've got to be very careful about
this, because ifit happens again, they
are going to bear the consequences
ofthatincident,” he said.

"And we think the Iranians need
to be on notice that they are fishingin
troubled waters here.
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Nepal's Maoists slam PM

over refusal to accept
ex- guerillas in army

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's Maoist leader slammed
Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala's refusal yesterday to accept
former guerrillas in the army, calling
itathreattothenation'sfragile peace
process.

Koirala opposed integrating
Maoist fighters into Nepal's army on
the grounds thatitwould “politcise”
the institution, state-owned media
Rising Nepal reported yesterday:.

"The army is the nation’'s wing
and it should not be politicised,”
Koiralasaid.

"The Maoist army will not be
integrated with the Nepal Army,” he
added.

As part of a peace deal In
November 2006 that ended a
decades-long civil war by the Maoists

to overthrow the monarchy, former
rebel fighters have been housed in
UN-monitored camps across the
impoverished Himalayan country.

But just half of the Maoists
claimed 32,250-strong rebel army are
actually former guerrillas, according
to the UN, which was asked to count
themunder the peace deal.

"We're alarmed by the prime
minister's remarks. It's athreat to the
peace process,” said Maoist chair-
man Prachandain Kathmandu.

As part of a 23-point deal reached
between the former rebels and
government last month, both sides
agreed to form a special commuittee
to look into the integration of "veri-
fied” Maoist fightersinto the army.

[he Maoist chief said Koirala's
comments were "against the spirit of
the interim constitution and the

peaceaccord”,

"Such comments will only com-
plicate the situation,” Prachanda
warned, adding it could derail
assembly polls slated to be held by
mid-April to elect a constituent
assembly that will draft the country’'s
newconstitution

The ultra-lefusts quit the govern-
ment in September in a row over the
future of the monarchy and other
issues but returned last month after
lawmakers agreed to abolish the
centuries-old institution and declare
arepublic

However, King Gyanendra will
remain on the throne for the ume
being as the deal between the
Maoists and the government to make
Nepal a republic will only be putinto
effect at the first meeting of a new
constituentassembly.

Lanka steps up security
for lawmakers

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka has increased its already
tight security arrangements for
members of parliament following
the death of a cabinet minister in
a suspected Tamil Tiger bomb
attack, officials said yesterday.
The number of bodyguards
and security vehicles assigned to
lawmakers was stepped up after
Tuesday's roadside bombing just
outside the capital killed nation
building minister D. M.
Dassanayake, said parliament
Speaker W.J.M. Lokubandara.
"“The government has agreed

Lokubandara said, adding that
leaders of all political parties had
discussed the issue Tuesday.

The year began with a gunman
killing a minority Tamil law-
maker, T Maheswaran, while he
was at a Hindu temple in the
capital.

Minister Dassanayake and his
bodyguard were killed in
Tuesday's attack, which was fol-
lowed by another powerful explo-
sion inColombo later Tuesday.

No one was hurt in the second
blast, police said.

[he killing of the minister came
less than a week after a similar

blamed the Tigers for that attack

Meanwhile, fighting escalated
in the island's north, with the
military claiming it killed 38 rebels
and placing their losses at one
soldier dead and eight injured
during the past 24 hours thatended
yesterday morning.

According to government [ig-
ures, 138 rebels and seven soldiers
have died in fighting since the start
of the month -- although inde-
pendent verification of casualty
figuresisrarely possible.

Journalists are not allowed into
rebel-held areas. Both sides are
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