o

DHAKA WEDNESDAY JANUARY 9, 2008

OMS rice In
Barisal division

from today

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Rice under OMS programme will
start in Barisal city and other urban
areas in the division today

The rice will be sold through 118
dealers-- 20 in Barisal city corpora-
ton area, 30 in other district head-
quarters and five municipal towns
and 68 in upazila headquarters,
official sources said. All prepara-
tions are complete to launch the
programme, they said.

One person will getup to 3 kgs at
the rate of Tk 25 perkg.

A dealer will get 850 kgs of rice on
alternate days and 12.75 tonnes a
month

The OMS programme will con-
tunue tll April. Rural areas will not
be covered under the programme
as Amon harvest has just been
completed, the officials said.

Talking to this correspondent,
some sources said the OMS
programme should also cover worst
affected rural areas because relief
there isinadequate to the need.
SO0OUTLETS INKHULNACITY
In Khulna city, Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) on Monday started Open
Market Sale (OMS) ofrice at 50 spots,
our staff correspondent reports.

Of these, 10 spots have been
fixed only for jute mill workers.

At each of the spots, 850 kilo-
grams of rice will be sold per day at
Ik 25 per kg, according to Khulna
district controller of food Md.
Monirul Islam.

The food department will also
start selling rice at Tk 25 per kg from
today through 40 dealers in the city.

8,000 kg rice
seized from
‘hoarder' in
Kotchandpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Rapid Action Battalion recovered
8,000 kg of rice from the go-down of
Abdur Rashid in Kotchandpur
upazilayesteraay aftyermoon

I'he rnce will be sold at Tk 25 per

kg and a single person will get not
more than fOve kg Kotchandpur
Upazila Nirbahi Officer
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2 lakh Sidr victims still without
shelter in Patuakhali, Barguna

Govt relief too inadequate for need,

SOHRAB HOSSAION, Patuakhali

Over two lakh Sidr-affected
families are still without shelter
in Patuakhali and Barguna dis-
tricts.

Over six lakh people includ-
ing children of these families
are suffering in biting cold as
they cannot erect sheds with the
meagre government house
building relief.

The government has allotted
only one bundle of Cl sheet and
Tk 3,000 to 5,000 for each family.
Only 2,200 bundles of CI sheets
were distributed and Tk Tk
24.27 crore disbursed among
cyclone victims in Patuakhali
district till December 30 while
the deserving families are over
two lakh.

In Barguna, about 2,000 bun-
dles of CI sheet and over Tk 20
crore were distributed among
Sidr vicums tll January 1, a
sources at district relief and reha-
bilitation office (DRRO) said.

Sobahan Gazi, 45, of
Panpattee village in Galachipa
upazila said, told, "My tin-shed
house was blown away.

"I need at least 5 bundles of
CI sheet and Tk 20,000 to
rebuild my house anyhow. The
upazila administration in pres-
ence of army gave me only Tk
5,000 and one bundle of CI
sheet”.’

Sobahan, Jabbar, Khalil and
many others like them said the
winter came as a woe after Sidr.
Many affected families are pass-
ing nights under sheds covered
with polythene, they said.

Anwara Begum, 60, of Char

officials admit

Kauwa, about 10 kilometres
from Kuakata sea beach, told this
correspondent, “I am living
under the open sky as Sidr blew
away my thatched house. I need
help torebuild it”.

Jalil Howlader of the same
area said, “All the 300 families in
the char (shoal) lost their dwell-

b

ings and none of them got any
assistance to rebuild houses.”

Talking to this correspondent,
Patuakhali District Relief and
Rehabilitation Officer (DRRO)
Abdul Malq admitted that the
relief was too inadequate to the
need.

“The relief we are giving is not

PHOTO: STAR
Victim of the November 15 Sidr, this family like many in Char Kauwa still lives in a makeshift hut in Patuakhali
coastal areas.

sufficient to their needs. They
need at least four times more to
rebuild houses”, he said.

A small percentage of people,
specially middle class peasant
families, rebuilt their houses
anyhow as they could not seek
relief because of their social
status, official said.

Kurigram teachers
donate to Sidr
relief fund again

RAFIQUE SARKER, back from Kurigram

[eachers and other employees of
all non-government schools, col-

. leges and madrasas in Kurigram are
' donating money

to create a fund for rehabilita-
tion of Sidr victims.

Donations are being collected
as per a decision taken at a meeting
of UNOs of all nine upazilas, repre-
sentatives of educational institu-

| tions and other officials, held on

December 25 at the office of
Kurigram Deputy Commissioner.
The DCpresided.

An amount of Tk 500 is being
collected from college teachers
getting salary less than 7,200 and
Tk 300 from those getting less than
6800, sources said.

Schoolteachers and other
employees of colleges and schools
have been asked to donate Tk 200
each.

UNOs of nine upazilas have
been asked to collect the money

| fromintheirrespective areas.

A teacher of Razarhat Women
College on condition of anonymity

expressed his reservation about the
decision. He said non-government
teachers have already donated one
day's salary for relief to Sird vic-
tims.

He said the UNO, who is presi-
dent of the governing body of his
college signed their salary papers
yesterday (Tuesday) on condition
that they would pay the donation
today (Wednesday).

Principal of Bhurungamari
Upazila Degree College Muku
Choudhury said, he issued notice
on teachers and employees to
donate the money by today
(Wednesday).

The National University has also
asked all degree colleges to pay
money to the relief fund Sidr vic-
tims opened by the university.

Principal of Nageshawri Degree
College Saydul Islam said, he has
already collected money from the
college staff and handed it over the
UNO,

Asked about the decision,
teachers are not compelled to
donate to the fund. They are donat-
ing spontaneously, he said.
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9 highway robbers
held, bus seized
in Dhamrai

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Police yesterday arrested nine
armed robbers and seized a bus
from Bathuli stand on Dhaka-
Aricha highway in Dhamrai police
station, Dhaka.

The arrestees are bus driver
Faruk Hossain, 22, of Ashulia,
helper Samor Chandra Das, 32, of
Dohar, Sujon, 20, of Nabinagar,
Sohel, 18, of Kaliakoir, Gazipur,
Panu, 22, and Sajon, 18, of Rajbani,
Sharif, 20, of Shivalaya, Manikganj,
Faridul Islam, 23, of Chouhali,
Sirajgan) and Shakil, 20, of
Morelganj, Bagerhat.

When contacted, Saturia police
station officer-in-charge (OC)
Habibur Rahman said robbers
numbering about 16 came to the

Akij Textile Mills gate at Golora on
board a minibus to commit rob-
bery at around 4:45 am. But they
left the place when they came to
know about police presence.

While retreating towards
Ashulia the robbers looted two cell
phones and Tk 7,500 in cash from
two persons, Rafik and Monwar at
Golora bus stand in Saturia police
station.

Golora police chased the rob-
bers and caught nine of them and
seized the bus from Bathuli bus
stand in Dhamrai police station in
Dhaka.

However, seven others man-
aged toflee.

Later, police recovered Tk 2,000
looted by the robbers, police said.

Section 145 imposed
in Mohalchhari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

The local administration yester-
day ordered a status quo under
Section 145 following a land
dispute between the indigenous
people and Bangalis at remote
Karallachhari under
Mohalchhari upazila in
Khagrachharidistrict.

The order came amid mount-
Ing tense after indigenous people
built 11 new houses on a land
belonging to Bangalis, police said.

The administration imposed
status quo barring both Bangali
and ethnic people from building
any structure until the matter is
settled in court.

Army, police and Ansar mem-
bers took position in the area to
avoid any untoward incident,

"They [indigenous people]
built houses on our land although
the government allocated these
lands for us in 1980s," SM
Hemayet Ali, a teacher of
Lemuchhari High School, told this
correspondent yesterday.

"We found 11 new pucca and
semi-pucca houses at

Karallachhari but the builders |

could not show any documents. So
we imposed 145 in the area,”
Mohalchhari Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Mohammad
Alamgir said.

Council Chairman Monindra Lal
Tripura said he sat with Bangali
and ethnic community leaders
and requested them to bring
peaceful harmony among all
sectionofpeople.
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CONVICTION OF 10 RU STUDENTS

Parents claim innocence,
urge president for release

STAFE CORRES PONDENT, Rajshahi

Parents and relatives of 10 surren-
dered Rajshahi University (RU)
students yesterday urged the presi-
dent and chancellor of universities
Prof lajuddin Ahmed for freeing
their wards from jail and with-
drawal of charges of a DGFI vehicle
torching against them.

In a press conference at Rajshahi
Metropolitan Press Club, they
claimed that the students were
innocent. They met RU vice chan-
cellor Prof Dr Altaf Hossain and gave
him applications to forward these to
the president so that their wards can
be pardoned from conviction and
punishment, theysaid.

Reading out a written state-
ment, Moynul Islam, brother-in-
law of Shamim, a convicted stu-
dent, said students are not able to
sit for examinations, attend classes
following the punishment.

The parents and relatives of
convicted students also drew
attention of chief adviser of care-
taker government for their release
as well as to save their academic
life. "We demand their release in
the way four teachers were released
last year," read their joint written
speech.

"We will send the letters to the
president after necessary recom-
mendations by concerned depart-
ment chairmen and university

teachers' liaison committee,”

RU VC Dr Altaf Hossain told
reporters referring to his meeting
with the students’ family members.

RU students mostly from mar-
keting, mass communication and
journalism, management, and
accounting departments formed a
committee and started a signature
collection campaign for gearing up
their demand for release of the 10
students,

They told reporters that they
would send memoranda to the
chief adviser of the caretaker gov-
ernment and RU vice chancellor
and hold a human chain
programme to press home their
demand.

Nine convicted students sur-
rendered before a court on Monday
following surrender of Abu Sayem,
student of Bhasha O Sangskriti
(language and culture) department
and RU Udichi secretary, a day
before.

The nine students are RU
Bangladesh Chhatra League
Secretary Ayen Uddin, Joint
Secretary Aziz Bin Kamal Uzzal,
BCL activist Dipayan Sarkar Dip,
Mizanur Rahman Mithu, Sardar
Ayaz, SM Fakrul Islam Raihan,
Shamim Ahmed, Kazi Abdul Latif
and Shakhawat Hossain.

A Rajshahi court on December
12 last year acquitted two RU
teachers, an officer, but convicted

@he Daily Star

the 10 students and a RU employee
in a case for torching a DGFI vehi-
cle. They each were sentenced to
three years' rigorous imprison-
mentand fined Tk 5,000,

Theysame courton December 4
convicted four RU teachers in
another case of emergency power
rules violation and sentenced them
to two years' imprisonment. But
following growing public demand,
the government released them
from jail through a presidential
clemency.

"Our children surrendered
before the court honouring its
verdict and we are now anxious
about their academic life,”
Shakhawat's father Abdur Samad
said atthe press conference,

Demanding reinvestigation into
the case, Fakrul's father Shah
Muhammad Ibrahim said the
students were implicated in the
case with an ulterior motive,

1 am a poor farmer. If my child
is not freed, future of my family will
be bleak,” said Dipayan's father
Subhas Sarker.

“Two convicted students are
orphans and the government has
responsibility to make their educa-
tion life smooth," said Uzzal's sister
Shimul.

Her son Mithu was living in his
native village during the incident
he was implicated with, said a
tearful Laila Arjumand Banu.

Promote sweet water

lobster farming
Speakers at Tala workshop urge govt

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Speakers at a workshop here yes-*
terday urged the government to

prepare a comprehensive

programme to boost sweet water

lobster (golda) cultivation in costal

areas to protect environment while

promoting the export sector.

Lobster cultivation in a planned
way can increase the total yield by at
least five times, which will create
numerous jobs also for women,
they said.

Shrimp cultivation is now
destroying the environment, bio-
diversity and creating ecological
imbalance in south-western coastal
region, they said. It also destroys
fertility of agricultural lands.

There is no alternative to cultiva-
tion of lobster to protect the bio-
diversity as shrimp cultivation is

ecologically suicidal and economi-
callyunjust, theysaid.

The workshop held at Tala
upazila was organised by a local
NGO--Women Job Creation Center-
- run by women. Its coordinator
Ashrafunnahar Asha was in the
chair.

Tala upazila Nirbahi officer
(UNO) Md. Waliullah was the chief.
Prof Dr Khondakar Anisul Haque
and Prof Dr Saifuddin Saleh of

fisherjes, depariment, at Khulna |

University were the main speakers.

Prof. Saleh said golda can be
cultivated in sweet water through-
out the country if farmers are
trained.

The NGO has sofar trained about
500 in sweet water lobster cultiva-
tion, its officials told this correspon-
dent.

EXTORTION CASE

Ex-BNP whip

Zahed Ali
acquitted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A Sherpur court has acquitted 10
leaders and workers of BNP and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, including
ex-whip of BNP Zahed Al
Chowdhury, in an extortion case as
allegations against them were not
proved.

Zahed Ali was elected lawmaker
from Sherpur-2 (Nokla-Nalitabari)
constituency in last parliament
election. His younger brother
Munir Chowdhury is one of the
RColiiigedten. - © = gt
~Badrul I8ldm, first joint distficr
and assistant sessions judge in
Sherpur, delivered the verdict in a
crowded courtroom on Monday.
Earlier, he examined seven wit-
nesses of the case.

Ward Commissioner
Mohammad Helal Uddin filed the
case with Nokla Police Station on
April 22, 2007.
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Heaps of stone collected for smuggling at Roangchhari in Bandarban. lllegal
extraction of stone damages the ecology in hills that causes disasters.

o1 30 o=@, vra




