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Ethnic tensions simmer &

in Pakistan

Pak militants kill 8 tribal elders

AFP, AP, Ghari Khuda
BaksWislamabad

At Benazir Bhutto's tomb the
women wail "Wake up, Sindhi!” --
but the country could add ethnic
strife ta its other woes if the people
of Pakistan's southern province
heed their call.

Sindh, the heartland of
Benazir's opposition party, saw the
worst of a wave of rioting that
erupted after her assassination on
December 27, leaving nearly 60
people dead and causing hundreds
of millions of dollars indamage.

Fuelling the anger of ethnic
Sindhis -- and feeding conspiracy
theories -- was the fact that she
died in Punjab province, Pakistan's
richest and most populous prov-
ince and home to the military and
intelligence establishment.

Tensions between the array of
ethnic and religious groups that
call this nuclear-armed Islamic
republic home have boiled over
several imes in its troubled history,
but have been largely quiet for the
pasthalfdecade. -

There are fears however that in
the run-up to Pakistan's delayed
elections on February 18 the
resentment among Sindhis -- and

attempts to capitalise on it by
politicians in Punjab -- could stoke
the fires of hatred again.

"Benazir Bhutto was the only
leader who could unite the four
provinces. Now there are chances
of a civil war,” said Nazir Ahmad
Anjo, a teacher paying his respects
at the Bhutto family mausoleum in
the village of Ghari Khuda Baksh.

"The evil forces are trying their
level best to split Sindhis and
Punjabis and give this tragedy an
ethnic edge. They want to divide
and rule, thatis why they killed our
leader,” the 32-year-old added.

Here when people talk of “the
Punjab” it is often synonymous with
the powerful army, dominated by
Pakistanis from the central province.

[t also expresses decades-old
resentment against its economic
and political clout, stemming from
when the country's capital was
moved from Karachi, the biggest
city in both the province and the
country, to Islamabad in the 1960s.

[n Sindh the fury that saw hun-
dreds of shops, banks and railway
stations destroyed by mobs after
Benazir died has eased, and many
now are keen to downplay initial
anger that saw some rioters chant-
ing anti-Punjabisiogans.
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US Democratic presidential hopeful New York Senator Hillary Clinton cam-
paigns on Sunday at the Puritan Backroom restaurant in Manchester, New
Hampshire, two days before today's state primary.
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"Many Punjabis were murdered
with Mohtarma (honorific term for
Bhutto). We don't feel anger,” said
fellow mourner Ishtiaq Ahmed, 20,
referring to most of the 22 other
people who died in the suicide and
gun attack thatkilled her.

Meanwhile, suspected Islamic
militants fatally shot eight tribal
leaders involved in efforts to broker
a ceasefire between security forces
and insurgents in Pakistan's vola-
tile northwest, authorities said
yesterday.

The men were killed in separate
attacks late Sunday and early
Monday in South Waziristan, a
mountainous region close to
Afghanistan where al-Qaeda and
Taliban militants are known to
operate, a security official and the
military said in a statement.

The suspected insurgents killed
three of the men in a market in
Wana, the region's main town,
while the other five were killed in
attacks on their homes, the security
official said. The men were sched-
uled to meet each other on
Monday in Wana to discuss the
negotiations, the official said,
speaking on condition ofanonym-
ity because he was not authorized
to talk to media.
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Female supporters of Pakistan's slain opposition leader Benazir Bhutto mourn over her grave at the Bhutto family mausoleum in Ghari Khuda Baksh on
Sunday. Sindh, the heartland of Bhutto's Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), saw the worst wave of rioting that erupted after her assassination on December 27,
leaving nearly 60 people dead and fuelling ethnic tensions with neigbouring Punjab province.

Hillary, Obama clash
in personal terms

AP, Manchester

The leading Democratic presiden-
tial candidates clashed Sunday
over each other's claim to be the
true candidate of change in the
final hours of the slushy New
Hampshire homestretch.

Hillary Clinton told voters they
should elect "a doer, not a talker."
Barack Obama countered that his
rivals are stuck in the politics of the
past.

At a raucous rally in a high
school gymnasium in Nashua,
Clinton skewered Obama for sev-
eral votes he has castin the Senate,
such as his vote in favour of the
Patriot Act and for energy legisla-
tion she described as "Dick
Cheney's energy bill."'She never
mentioned Obama's name but left
no doubt about whom sheg was
discussing.

“You campaign in poetry, you
governin prose,” Clinton said.

Obama, speaking at a packed
Manchester theatre, took issue
with Clinton's criticism of him
during Saturday's Democratic
presidential debate.

"One of my opponents said we
can't just, you know, offer the
American people false hopes about
whatwe can getdone,” he said.

“Thereal gamble in this election

is to do the same things, with the
same folks, playing the same games

over and over and over again and
somehow expect adifferent result,”
he said. "That is a gamble we cans
not afford, that is a risk we cannot
take. Not this time. Not now. It is
time to turn the page.”

The rhetoric reflected the
potentially pivotal nature of
Tuesday's primary. Obama, the
freshman Illinois senator, is hoping
to sustain momentum from his
caucus victoryin Iowa, and Clinton
1s looking to recover from her sting-
ing third-place finish.

A new USA Today-Gallup poll
showed Obama opening up a lead
at 41 percent, Clinton 28 percent,
and John Edwards 19 percent. The
New Hampshire poll was taken
Friday through Su HrdEi)’.

One of the sharpest ‘éxXchdnges'
of the day came when Edwards and
the Clinton campaign traded
words over Edwards' reference to
last month's death of a 17-year-old
girl, Nataline Sarkisyan of
California, in making his case for
challenging the health insurance
industry.

Edwards, speaking to reporters
in Keene, said Clinton and her
advisers "have no conscience"
after a Clinton aide suggested
Edwards was using medical vic-
tums "as talking points" in his
presidential bid. Edwards cam-
paigned with Sarkisyan family
members Sunday.

S Korea warehouse
blaze kills 27

AFP, Icheon

At least 27 people were killed yes-
terday and a dozen missing follow-
ing a fierce blaze in a South Korean
refrigerated warehouse,
firefighters said.

"So far we have recovered 27
bodies. The death tollis expected to
rise as a dozen workers are feared
dead in the basement," Woo Sung-
Shik, a fire department official
here, told AFP.

About 200 firefighters were sent
into the basement of the two-
storey building in Icheon, 80km
south of Seoul, after the fire was put
out, he said.

Trial of Liberian

ex-president ,

Taylor resumes

AFP, The Hague

Baghdad suicide
bombers kill 14

AFP, Baghdad

Two suicide bombers blew them-
selves up in Baghdad yesterday,
killing atleast 14 peopleincluding a
senior figure from a US-backed
Sunni group fighting al-Qaeda,
security officials said.

In other violence in Baghdad,
four people were killed when two
roadside bombs exploded near
university sites, they said.

At least 18 people were injured
in the joint suicide attacks which
targeted the offices of a Sunni
organisation in Saba Abkar, a
mixed neighbourhood in northern
Baghdad, close to the strongly
Sunni neighbourhood of
Adhamiyah.

There has been a recent spate of
suicide attacks in Iraq despite a
general drop in violence over the
past six months, which the US
military says has seen a 62 percent
fallin all types of artacks.

Interior and defence ministry
officials said one suicide attacker
wearing an explosive vest blew
himself up at the officials in Saba
Abkar, and then nearby a suicide
car bomb exploded as the injured
were being taken to hospital.

Abu Abed, military commander
of the so-called Adhamiyah
Awakening, said the head of the
group, Colonel Riyadh al-
Samarraie, and four guards were
killed by the suicide bomber.

Lanka fighting claims 25

AFP, Colombo

Heavy fighting across Sri Lanka's
northern frontlines left at least 25
rebels and government troops
dead, the defence ministry said
yesterday, as peace monitors began
winding down operations.

In a series of separate attacks
across the island’s north, the mili-
tary said it killed 22 Tamil Tiger
rebels, losing three soldiers in the
past 24 hours that ended on
Monday afternoon.

The heavy fighting came as
Scandanavian-led monitors began

readying to end their operations
before the February 2002
Norwegian brokered-truce for-
mallyendson January 16.

According to latest government
figures, 95 rebels and six soldiers
have died in fighting since the
beginning of this month.

There was no comment from the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
who have been fighting for inde-
pendence for minority Tamils in the
island’s north and eastsince 1972.

Independent verification of
casualty figures is not possible as
journalists are not allowed into

rebel-held areas. Both sides are
known to make sharply varying
casualty claims.

The Colombo-based govern-
ment last week scrapped the truce
pact, which automatically also
ends the monitoring mission. It
gave the mission a mandatory two
weeks' notice to pull out.

President Mahinda Rajapakse’s
top advisor on the peace process
quit on Sunday after the govern-
ment formally ditched the truce
amid mounting international
concern that the country could see
even more intense fighting.

‘Pakistan notﬁlooking for
Laden specially’

AFP, Washington

The war crimes trial of former
Liberian president Charles Taylor,
accused of controlling militia that
killed and raped thousands in
Sierra Leone, resumed Monday in
The Hague after a sixmonth delay.
Taylor, the first ex-African head
of state to appear before an inter-
national war crimes tribunal, was
present for the hearingin which the
prosecution will call its first wit-
ness, an international expert on
conflictdiamonds.

Pakistan is not specifically looking
for al-Qaeda leader Osama bin
Laden, as there is no proof he is in
Pakistan, President Pervez
Musharrafsaid Sunday:.

"We are not particularly looking
for him, but we are operating
against terrorists and al-Qaeda and
militant Taliban. And in the pro-
cess, obviously, combined, maybe
we are looking for him also,” the
Pakistani leader told CBS televi-
sion in an interview aired late

Sunday.
Asked what Pakistan was doing
to find the mastermind of the
September 11, 2001 attacks,
Musharraf said it was fighting
extremism and terrorism.

"We are fighting first of all al-
Qaeda. Let's take al-Qaeda. We
have arrested or eliminated about
700 al-Qaeda leaders ... which
other country has done this?”

"Well, which other country has
Bin Laden?” his CBS interviewer
replied, inciting a sharp retort from
the Pakistanileader.

"No, I challenge -- I don't accept
that at all. There is no proof what-
soever thatheis here in Pakistan.”

Mahmoud Ali Durrani,
Pakistan's envoy to the United
States, sought to clarify Musharraf's
remark, in anexchange with CNN.

"I think the presidentis suggest-
ing that neither we, nor the US, has
any intelligence where exactly
Osamabin Ladenis,” Durranisaid.

"He may be in Afghanistan,” the
ambassador said. "He may be in the
border region. If we knew where he
was, we would have taken him out.”
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