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Hillary proposes joint

US military not welcome
in Pakistan: Army

AFP, Islamabad

The Pakistani military reacted
angrily yesterday to reports that
US President George W Bush is
considering covert military opera-
tions in the country's volatile
tribal areas bordering
Afghanistan.

*It is not up to the US adminis-
tration, it is Pakistan's government
who is responsible for this coun-
try," chief military spokesman
Major General Waheed Arshad told
AFP.

"There are no overt or covert US
operations inside Pakistan. Such
reports are baseless and we reject
them.”

The New York Times reported on

its website late Saturday that under

a proposal being discussed in
Washington, CIA operatives based
in Afghanistan would be able to call
on direct military support for
counter-terrorism operations in
neighbouring Pakistan.

Citing unnamed senior admin-
istration officials, the newspaper
said the proposal called for giving
Central Intelligence Agency agents
broader powers (o strike targets in
Pakistan.

Yakistan's western tribal belt is
seen as a safe haven for Taliban and
al-Qaeda militants who carry out
attacks in Afghanistan, as well as
the most likely hideout for al-
Qaedaleader Osamabin Laden.

The United States now has
about 50 soldiers in Pakistan, the
reportsaid.

The new plan was reportedly
discussed by Vice President
Richard Cheney, Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice and national
security aides in the wake of the
December 27 assassination of
Pakistani opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto.

Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf had not been consulted,
the New York Times reported.

Arshad also dismissed com-
ments from US White House hope-
ful Hillary Clinton that she would
propose a joint US-British team to
oversee the security of Pakistan's
nuclear arsenal if she was elected
president.

"We do not require anybody's
assistance. We are fully capable of
doingitonourown,” he said,
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PHOTO: AFP
President of Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) Bimal Gurung waves to his supporters during a rally at the Lebong
Gorkha Stadium, in Darjeeling yesterday. Some 50.000 GJM supporters gathered at the rally in the north-eastern
Indian city voicing their demands for a separate state called “Gorkhaland"

oversight of Pak nukes

AFP, Manchester

US White House hopeful Hillary Clinton
late Saturday sald she would propose a
joint US-British team to oversee the
security of Pakistan's nuclear arsenal if
she s elected president.

“So far as we know right now, the
nuclear technology Is considered
secure, but there isn't any guarantee,
especially given the political turmoil
going on inside Pakistan,” Clinton
sald during a Democratic debate
here

If elected president, the US senator
said, “Iwould try to get (Pakistan Prelsdent
Pervez) Musharmaf to share the security
responsibility of the nuclear weapons with
a delegation from the United States and,
perhaps, Great Britain, so thatthereissome
fail -safe."

The four Democratic candidates -
- Clinton, Senator Barack Obama,
Governor Bill Richardson and former
senator John Edwards -- were scath-
ing about President George W. Bush's

pollcy towards Pakistan,

They said they were prepared to
launch unilateral military strikes in
the country if they detected an immi-
nent threat or could pinpoint the
location of al-Qaeda chief Osama Bin
Laden.

‘Here's an unstable leader,
Musharral, in a country with aserious
radical -~ violently radical element
that could, under some circum-
stances, take over the government,”
warned Edwards,

“If they did, they would have
control of a nuclear weapon. They
could either use it, or they could turn
itover to a terrorist organisation to be
used against America or some of our
allles.”

Obama, who won the first
Democratic White House nominating
contest in lowa on Thursday, reiterated
his earlier stance that he would take
action in Pakistan even if Islamabad is
opposed, I there is strong intelligence
on al-Qaedathere.

[ran expels

diplomat

AP, Tehran

Iran has expelled a German diplo-
mat for "undiplomatic” behaviour,
the Foreign Ministry said Sunday in
the wake of a report that Germany
had expelled an Iranian consular
attache lastJuly.

"Responsible authorities recog-
nised that this person was engag-
ing in undiplomatic behavior and
has to leave Iran," ministry spokes-
man Mohammad Ali Hosseini told
reporters during his weekly brief-
ing, without revealing the diplo-
mat's name or giving any addi-
tional information.

A German Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman said late Saturday
that she could only "confirm that a
German diplomat has left Iran,”
butdeclined to elaborate.

The German weekly Der
Spiegel, citing no sources, reported

German

last month that an Iranian consular
attache had been expelled last July.
The diplomat, identified only as
Mohraramali D., had contacted a
specialist firm in Bavaria, appar-
ently in hopes of buying a compo-
nent that could be used in the
uranium enrichment process, Der
Spiegel reported,

The Foreign Ministry in Berlin
refused to confirm the report at the
time and declined to do so again
Saturday. Iran has declined to
commenton the report.

Germany is one of the countries
negotiating with Iran over Tehran's
nuclear programme, which the US
and others fear intends to build
nuclear weapons. Iran insists its
nuclear program is peaceful.

The relationship between
Germany and Iran has been
strained at times since Iran's 1979
revolution.

Britain plans 'diplomatic
surge' in ME, S Asia

.“.PP. .F.{'F:'.f()'ﬂ
Britain is planning a "diplomatic
surge” in the Middle East and

South Asia to help counter extrem-
ism and nuclear proliferation,
Foreign Secretary David Miliband
said in an article published yester-
day.

Writing in The Sunday Times,
Miliband said 2008 would "show in
word and deed” what Prime
Minister Gordon Brown meant
when he described his govern-
ment's approach to world affairs as
one of "hard-headed internation-

alism”.

“We plan a diplomatic surge in
the Middle East and south Asia by
raising the number of staff by 30
percent,” he said.

"That means we can deepen our
engagement with Pakistan to
prevent the growth of extremism
there, including by spending an
extra 80 million pounds (107 mil-
lion euros, 158 million dollars) on
counter-radicalisation.”

Miliband said the Foreign Office
would prioritise work on conflict
prevention, with greater co-
ordination between international

development officials and the
military, particularly in places like
Afghanistan and Iraq.

Britain would also up its work in
areas like combating climate
change and seek to increase the
effectiveness of international insti-
tutions like the European Union
and the United Nations, he added.

The Foreign Office played down
suggestions in The Sunday Times
that the increase in staff in the
Middle East and South Asia would
mean cutting diplomatic posts in
European embassies in Paris,
Rome and Berlin by one-third.

North Korea steps up
anti-US propaganda

AFP, Seoul

North Korea yesterday stepped up
anti-US propaganda with asix-nation
nuclear disarmament process bogged
down and Pyongyang and
Washingtonin dispute over the delay.
Rodong Sinmun, the North's
ruling communist party-published
newspaper, which serves as an
official mouthpiece, lashed out at
what it called Washington's strong-
arm policyininternational affairs.
“It is an anachronistc dream for
the US to try to bring to its knees and
dominate other countries through
high-handed practices,” Rodongsaid.
"Looking back on history, all

those who tried to conquer other
countries through high-handed
practices met a miserable end
withoutexception.”

The anti-US rhetoric came with a
landmark nuclear disarmament
process in North Korea at a stalemate
after several months of smooth
progress and after relations between
Washington and Pyongyang had
earlierappeared to be improving.

Under the disarmament deal,
the North should have by December
31 disabled its key nuclear facilities
and given a full declaration of its
nuclear programmes in return for
aid from China, Japan, South Korea,
Russiaand the US.
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- Capacity Building Project, Petrobangla
T Petrocentre, 3 Kawran Bazar C/A, Dhaka-1215

Tender for Rental Microbus

Sealed tenders are hereby invited for renting a microbus (minimum seven-seated excluding driver's seat) on
daily basis from the bonafide owners/suppliers for "Technical Assistance for Capacity Building of Energy &
surces Division (EMRD) of Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Resources & Petrobangla & its
Companies’ (Capacity Bulilding Project) of Petrobangla.

1. Ministry / Division

Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources/ EMRD

Agency

Bangladesh Qil, Gas and Mineral Corporation (Petrobangla)

Procuring Entity

Capacity Bullding Project

Government of Bangladesh (GOB)

2

3

4. Source of Fund

5. Selling of Standard Tender
D

ocument (STD) and other information.

hour. Tender
applicable as per STD

STD will be available at the cost of TK, 200.00 (two hundred taka
only) (non-refundable) from the Office of Capacity Bullding
Project [Strategic Planning Division Petrobangla, Petrocentre
(4th Floor), 3 Kawran Bazar C/A, Dhaka-1215. Telephone No.
8114941] and Sonall Bank, Sonargaon Hotel Branch, Kawran
Bazar C/A, Dhaka-1215 on or before 30/01/2008 during office
security and performance security shall

be

and opening of tender

6. Date, time and place for submitting

place at 2:00 p.m.

On 31/01/2008 by 1:45 p.m. at the project office mentioned
above. Tender will be opened on the same day and at the same

7. Description of job

As per Standard Tender Document (STD)

8. The procuring enlity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders

GD-87

A.DM Fariduzzaman
Project Director
Capacity Bullding Project
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PHOTO: AFP

Sri Lankan police check vehicles entering the capital during search operations
- in Colombo yesterday as security was stepped up after the government quit a
Norwegian-arranged ceasefire. Heavy fighting erupted across Sri Lanka's
northern areas as truce monitors prepared to pull outby January 16.

Israeli minister threatens

AFP, Jerusalem

Israeli hardline Strategic Affairs
Minister Avigdor Lieberman warmed
on Sunday that his party would quit
the coalition cabinet if revived peace
talks with the Palestinians touched
Oncore issues.

"We have clearly fixed our red
lines bc[nre the Annapolis confer-

ence” in the US in late Nmemher at

‘to quit over peace talks

which both sides relaunched peace
talks after a near seven-year hiatus
under Washington's stewardship,
he told publicradio.

Lieberman and his ultra-
nationalist Yisrael Beitenu party
“indicated that if the negotiations
touch on core issues of the con-
flict with the Palestinians we will
no longer be part of the coali-
tion,” he said.
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The Daily Star

PHOTO: AFP
Pakistani Christians and Pakistan People's Party (PPP) leaders stand in respect during a memorial service for slain

former premier Benazir Bhutto at the Sacred Heart Cathedral in Lahore yesterday. The party of murdered Pakistani

opposition leader Benazir Bhutto said that President Pervez Musharrafs admission that she may have been killed by
agunman underscored the need fora UN probe.

'Danger looms for crisis-hit

Pakistan'

AFP, Islamabad

Rocked by political and street
chaos since the slaying of opposi-
tion leader Benazir Bhutto,
Pakistan faces further danger as it
braces for crucial February 18
elections, analysts warn.

They point to potential for
conflict among a bewildering array
of competing groups, from tradi-
tional political parties rooted in
ethnic and regional rivalries to
sectarian extremists and Islamist
militants linked to al-Qaeda.

The murder of Benazir, the
leader of Pakistan’s most power-
ful political dynasty and an
eloquent voice for secular
democracy, has changed the
rules of the game for all who
hope to shape the future of the
Islamic republic.

"Instability appears to be build-
ing into the post-election situation
in Pakistan,” political analyst
Shafgat Mahmood told AFP.

"This includes the politcal
status quo in Islamabad, the after-
math of Benazir's assassination
and the political future of President
Pervez Musharraf."

Analysts said the new playing
field could encourage political
rivals to play the ethnic card in an
attempt to capitalise on division
between Pakistan's Punjabis,
Sindhis and Pashtuns.

The country's main ethnic
groups are also at odds with the
Mohajirs, the Muslim refugees
from India after partition, whose
most famous exemplar today is
Musharraf.

"The assassination has

prompted a major sympathy wave
for her party and the anti-
Musharraf party of former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif which, if
sustained until polling day, could
create problems for the pro-
Musharraf party,” analyst Hasan
Askari said.

He said Musharraf loyalists
would try to counter support for
Benazir's Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) in Punjab.

"The PML-Q (which backs
Musharraf) plans to aggressively
pursue the election campaign and
play up the regional ethnic dimen-
sion to neutralise the PPP's support
inthe Punjab,” he said.

_ "This could adversely affect
inter-provincial relations and
cause conflict with the opposi-
tion."

Deadly rioting in the immediate
aftermath of Benazir's murder has
subsided, but Mahmood said PPP
activists could respond violently to
any hint of pre-election intimida-
tion from the authorities.

Rumours persist that the gov-
ermment is preparing to round up
hundreds of PPP members ahead
of the election on charges such as
looting and public disorder related
to the unrest.

Comments from Musharraf that
Benazir asked for trouble by stand-
ing up through the roof of her car,
providing a target for her assassins,
may fuel anger among her follow-
INg.

"For standing up outside the
car, I think it was she to blame
alone, Nobody else. Responsibility
is hers,” he told CBS television inan
interview to be broadcast Sunday.

Many in the PPP blame
Musharraf for, at best, failing to
protect Benazir after her return to
Pakistan from self-imposed exile in
October. Some believe the power-
ful secret intelligence agencies
were involved.

Meanwhile fighting between
Pakistani forces and Islamist mili-
tants linked to al-Qaeda and the
Taliban continues in the northern
region of Swat, where seven mem-
bers of a family were killed by artil-
lery fire during fighting Saturday.

Analysts also fear that the
approaching holy month of
Moharram, from around January
10 to February 8, will see a spike in
sectarian violence between
minority Shias and majority
sSunnis.

Its status as the holiest month
besides the fasting period of
Ramadan, particularly for Shias,
has made it a time of sectarian
bloodletting through the ages.

Pakistan has been wracked by
sectarian yiolence in recent years,
with thousands of people dying
since major Sunni-Shia clashes
firsterupted in the 1980s.

"A small incident can unleash
violence on a big scale,” Maulana
Tahir Ashrafi, head of religious
body the Pakistan Ulema Council,
said lastweek.

Mahmood said the president,
who led a military coup in 1999 and
resigned as army chief only late last
year, could provoke further unrest
by trying to cling to power after the
February 18 polls.

“So farhe has shown thathe does
not want to take any chances as far
his poweris concerned,” he said.
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