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this situation to exercise power,
but ultimately the country must
return to democracy.

Survival of the present care-
taker government must be
ensured, as it is the last resort for
the people of this country right
now, said the military secretary (o
the Yresident adding that the
people cannot afford to let this
government fail. _

Saying that the country is at a
crossroads right now, the major
general warned that it might veer
off to 'some other destination' if
the present government fails.

e political parties must also
come forward positively for dia-
logues with the government,” he
added.

Criticising some advisers to the
caretaker government, Maj Gen
Aminul Karim said, "They don't
even go to villages and don't visit

the %mssmuts.‘

He suggested the government
to appoint consultants for smooth
running of the administration.

The military secretary to the
president hoped that the much
awaited upcoming election will be
held on schedule and the armed
forces will go back to the barracks.

He however favoured forma-
tion of a national security council

o alactt
a ection.
l!Aﬁ»‘uimt formation of a national

security council he said there is no
need to form such a council.

"We don't have any external
threat and therefore we don't need
any national security council for
internal management,” said M
Hafizuddin Khan.

*It's absurd that a national
security council would resolve the
political problems and other
crises,” he quipped. .

He said only an election will not
bring democracy to the country,
the political culture also need to
change for thatto happen.

He also urged to amend the
constitution to remove some of
the weaknessesinit.

Prof Muzaffer Ahmad said,
"Reforms in political parties alone
are not enough, political leaders
have to change their attitudes as
well.”

He said the culture of having a
‘democracy of only raising hands
in the parliament’, and of 'one day
democracy of the election day'
must be changed.

Sultana Kamal said there are
many questions in the public
mmcr about the role the army
intends to play in the future.

The country is passing through
a difficult time, said the former

import.

They also suggested that the
government provide free food for
1.5 crore poor people until the next
Boro harvest.

About the suggestion, the food
secretary said, “The government
has resources and they will be
utilised properly.”

It has a stock enough to run
programmes like food for work and
VGEF till March, he said.

Akbar Ali Khan said as per the
food budget, the government
targets to procure 23 lakh tonnes of
food grains in the current fiscal. "Of
that, 10 lakh tonnes were to be
imported while the rest procured
locally,” he said.

But under the present circum-
stances, the government would not
beable to attain the target.

“It has already missed the goal
set for the last Boro season,” he said
adding thatitmight end up procur-
ing a maximum of 7 lakh tonnes of
rice in the current fiscal.

Due to the procurement failure,
the government already needed to
import 16 lakh tonnes.

[n addition to that, 8-10 lakh
tonnes of rice would have to be
imported now to recover the losses
in natural calamities.

the country attended the confer-
ence.

The CA said apart from expedit-
ing local development, the govern-
ment through effective decentrali-
sation will be able to build a strong
and partnership-oriented demo-
¢ratic system which will intensify
the nation's struggle against pov-
erty, illiteracy, malnutrition and
corruption.

The head of the caretaker gov-
ernment informed that he has
already directed the authorities
concerned to review the recom-
mendations of the committee and
imﬂemem itquickly.

e told the elected local govern-
ment representatives that they
would help further advance the
reform activities of the government
by making valuable suggestions
and recommendations on prob-
lems and prospects of the local
government institutions through
open discussion in the conference.

Referring to the government's
anti-corruption drive to rid the
society of the curse of corruption,
the CA said enough successes have
already been achieved from the
drive and a good number of cor-
ruption suspects have been pun-
ished by courts.

He hoped that local government

[t also recommends that all local
government institutions will bring
out "Citizen Charter” and update it

every year. ‘
As per the recommendations, if

acandidate is found guilty of crimi-
nal offence by court and impris-
oned for atleast sixmonths and five
years have not passed after his
release, he will not be eligible to

contestthe election.
If any loan of a candidate taken

from the council remains out-
standing or if the candidate has any
financial liability with the council
and if he is a member of another
local government institution or
national parliament, if he was
dismissed from service of a semi-
government organisation, autono-
mous body, cooperative society
due to moral turpitude, corruption,
misconduct so on and five years
have not passed since his dis-
missal, he will be disqualified for
contesting the election.

Razakar's list
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include the names of Razakars in

thedistrict, he added.
The list would be formally
announced on March 25, a day

amim and Zunaed showed
there was plenty of fight in the
Bangladesh camp after an inspired
spell of pace spearhead Mashrafe
Bin Mortaza (4-74) saw Bangladesh
bowl a side out for the first time in
seven Tests.

If Tamim and Zunaed were
under pressure in their first Test,
they rarcly showed. Their associa-
tion didn't start pretty -- Tamim
was dropped by lain O Brien and a
slog uﬂpl)anicl Vettori was mis-
judged by Chris Martin in the deep
-~ but the openers fought through a
testing passage against a moving
new baﬂ. Initially eager to manu-
facture runs, they wisely settled
down to press for time. But that
didn't mean the scoring rate
reduced. Ticking along at around
five runs an over, Zunaed played
some convincing drives down the
ground while Tamim, happier to
get onto the back foot, hooked and
pulled fours. The team'’s fifty was
ontheboardinthe 11thover.

The two played on New
Zealand's mincr Anything full was
driven firmly by Zunaed, prompt-
ing the seamers to hold back the
length, at which time Tamim
flashed hard and picked the gaps,
more often than not. Zunaed got to
fifty first, thumping O'Brien for

nals have been abusing Islam to
shield themselves. He said all,
including the religious people of
the country who love Islam, want
trial of the war criminals. '

Three out of the four panellists
at the BBC Banﬁjadesh Sanglap
demanded immediate resignation
of Food and Disaster Management
Adviser Tapan Chowdhury for his
"irresponsible remarks” about the
soaring prices of rice.

Manna said, "He [the food
adviser] knows nothing about the
government's initiatives and that is
why he has the right to stay in the
cabinet no more.” He said a num-
ber of the advisers to the caretaker
government did not have any
experience in running the country.

Nazrul Islam Khan and Mahfuz
Anam also demanded the resigna-
tion of the food adviser.

Terming the demand logical,
Nazrul Islam Khan said he has
doubts whether the adviser would
resign.

“Of course we demand the
resignation of the adviser. His
remarks ap[}arcmly made the
government look worthless, pow-
erless and irresponsible. We do not
want such kind of advisers who do
not take responsibilities for their
job," said Mahfuz Anam, in

rule an unusual situation, he urged
the government to put a quick end
to this situation,

Mannan said different issues
including finding out the war
criminals and their trial might
come to fore in the coming days.
This could make the situation
complicated for holding the elec-
tionsonume.

Nazrul said the state of emer-

ency should be lifted as people
ﬁave aspiration for a free and fair
election.

Troops overrun
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The Minority Rights Group
International said Colombo's decision
to formally withdraw from the
ceasefire deal with the rebels would
result in escalating violence and lead
to more rights abuses against minor-
ity Tamils and Muslims.

The Scandinavian monitoring
mission appointed to oversee the
ceasefire will cease operations
January 16 following the govemn-
ment's decision announced earlier
thisweek.

"There is now going to be a greater
void in the monitoring and reporting
of human rights abuses in the con-
flict zone," Minority Rights Group's

for solving national crises. : ’ “That means the government | and representatives of local gov-  before the Independence Day, at a S vera director Mark Lattimer said in a
: . advisertoacaretaker government. : : : four, and his maiden effort was well 4 vh i . ;
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the country had a national secu-
rity council at the time, said
Aminul Karim.

He urged the political parties
not to 'invent new issues’ to con-
front the government with.

Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud, a
noted economist, said, "In the
past, elected governments turned
into autocratic ones, devaluing
state organisations.”

He said the system of democ-
racy is the most durable system for
resolving all disputes while military
intervention is a temporary solu-
tion.

He said a ’'citizens charter’
could be formed, like the one in
1991, taking opinions from all
political parties, on the basis of
which elected governments would
work and be accountable as well.

He urged the government not
to veer off the declared 'election

to hold dialogues with political
parties for tackling the present
Crisis.

AL Acting General Secretary
Sved Ashraful Islam said, "Dia-
logues with political parties has
become a natonal demand now.”

He said the present govern-
ment must succeed for the sake of
the country’s future.

"Till now they [the caretaker
ﬁmrernment] have been the last

ope and we want their success,”
added Ashraful.

He criticised heavily the activi-
ties of Law Adviser Mainul Hosein
and Food Adviser Tapan
Chowdhury, demanding their
immediate removal from the
council ofadvisers.

The AL leader also criticised
President Iajuddin Ahmed for his
role during the short lived tenure
of the immediate past caretaker

tonnes of food grains in the current
fiscal and 75 percent of that should
have been imported in the first
sevenmonths,” he noted.

He said according to the current
fiscal budget, the government has a
plan to provide 50 lakh poor people
with food for free, butin light of the

resent crisis the number should
e revised to 1.5 crore.

For quick import of rice, he
suggested government-to-
government level dealing.

Zaid Bakht said the government
made a delayed response to the
possibility of food crisis. “The steps
they are now taking should have
been taken before,” he said.

Criticising the government's
plan, BIDS research director said,
“It should consider the worst-case
scenario and must not formulate
plans on optimistic views only.”

[tseems like the governmentdid

in preventing corruption and
building a social movement
against the corruption across the
country.

About general election by 2008,
the CA said the Election
Commission is working as per its
announced roadmap to hold a free,
fair and credible election and the
government is extending all-out
cooperation in implementing the
roadmap.

In this regard, he mentioned
completion of enrolling over 20
million voters with photographs by
the Election Commission.

Appreciating the activities of the
local government representatives
in facing the two back-to-back
floods and Cyclone Sidr, he said the
government has successfully faced
the aftermath of the cyclone with
the help of all.

He said the relief operation was

Among others, seven women
tortured Ey the Pakistani occupa-
tion forces during the liberation
warin 1971 were present.

Aziz blames
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implement tax related laws without

discrimination. Otherwise, it will
giveriseto corruption.

"You are to implement all laws
and rules uniformly to avoid any sort
of corruption,” he said.

The finance adviser directed the
NBR officials to act in a manner that

_will foster business and trade friendly.

"Otherwise, it will create obstacle to
overall macro-economic position of
the country,” hesaid.

Describing corruption by a section
of NBR officials as a major obstacle to
investment and employment, Azz

room. Tamim slogged Vettori to
bring up the team 100 in the 20th
over and soon celebrated his sec-
ond fifty of the match, driving the
Kiwi skipper against the spin for
four. ile Vettori struggled to
locate his angle Tamim put him
away through cover-point.

Earlier, Bell and Oram had fea-
tured in a 139-run partnership for
New Zealand but received little
support on a wicket which did not
appear to hold any demons for the
batsmen.

When Bell, who made 107, and
Jacob Oram, 117, were in full flight,
New Zealand appeared on track for
alead well in excess of 300.

Bell, on his return to the
national fold after being unwanted
for the past six years, weathered a
sh period in the 90s and sur-
vived a confident leg before wicket
appeal on 97 before scoring his

He said these kinds of advisers
are pushing the government
towards fatlure.

At a E'res:s briefing on Tuesday;,
Tapan Chowdhury said the govern-
ment now has nothing to do with
reducing the prices ofrice.

Irene Khan said the government
should take responsibility if a crisis
agllears and it should be account-
able.

Both the AL and BNP leaders
expressed their doubts whether the
election would be held on time.

Responding to a query whether
the parliamentary elections would
be held within the year 2008, Irene
Khan said it would depend on the
role of the political parties, the
caretaker government, the military
and the people. "The elections
would certainly be held if all
wanted the elections,” she said.

“The need for international
human rights monitors is now ever
more crucial,” Lattimer said.

Sri Lanka has rejected previous
calls fora UN rights mission here.

The rights group accused the Sri
Lankan government of reducing
security of key minority politicians
and called on Colombo to ensure
proper protection for minority
political leaders.

The staternent came after opposi-
tion Tamil lawmaker T. Maheswaran
was gunned down earlier thisweekin
Colombo as he prayed at a Hindu
Temple.

British MP
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This is Main's second visit to Dhaka

since the political crisis over election
issues cropped up in Bangladesh.
She last came here before the stalled
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He said there is no alternative the governmentto make it fail. : The recommendations of the aim o s system is to reduce | ..nrurvthree balls after lunch with She said the government should . )

to dialogues between the govern-
ment and political parties for

~moving forward in accordante

with the declared electoral

"Conspiracies are going on to
destroy the electoral roadmap of

‘the governmeént™® the AL acting

general secretary said.
Maj (retd) Hafizuddin Ahmed

political government it did not get
the response from the grassroots
level properly™ ;- EXL

He thinks there must not be
anymore delay in the proposed

seven-member committee on
*Accelerating and Strengthening

"Local Government” also include

raising the number of wards in
nnion councils to 15 from 9, fixin

income gap amongthe people.
About the Citizen Charter, the
adviser said it is a good initiative. But
successofitliesin effective coordina-
tion of the service taker and the

his 16th boundary before he was
bowled by Mortaza.
Kyle Mills was caught behind
first ball leavinlg O'Brien to thwart
0

put a time limit on the state of
emergency. She also said like the
previous governments since 1971,
this government did not bring the

tesy call on her at Hotel Sonargaonin
theafternoon.

"We just had an Iriformal diScus-
sion mainly on elecion matters,”

Saber told UNB. He apprised her of

roadmap of the government as ! . : , : : Yol , - b
well as for pushing forward the of BNP said it is not possible to | import of five lakh tonnes of rice | the number of directly elected serviceprovider. ?;f ﬁll,a;ka RO SR s UL ;ﬂi?{tﬁszgﬁfr:;?l:] g-;ise:ﬂérg;fj Awami League's position on the
resolve the manifold problems of | fromIndia. members of district councils at "It seems to me that most of the ' elections, saying that his party wants

government's presentinitiatives.

M Hafizuddin Khan said,
“There is a public perception that
the government is not in the driv-
Ing seatanymore.”

"It seems that the government
does not have enough savvy to
face the present crisis,” said the
former adviser to a caretaker
government, adding that the
present caretaker government

The present caretaker govern-
ment failed to fulfil the public
expectation, he added.

“Thereisalackof confidence in
the public mind about the care-

the country without an election.

He said the country hasdemoc-
racyon;ﬂun papers, notin real life.

He also stressed the need for
dialogues between the govern-
ment and political parties before
the upcoming election.

AF Hasan Arif said there is no
alternative to holding the election
to restore democracy, as the fate of

is a lack of dynamism in the gov-
ernment’'s style of running the
country. It has failed in some

cases, which need to be remedied,
he added.

PRICESITUATION

The price of rice in both the
wholesale and retail markets
started to fall yesterday. The price
of one maund of coarse rice in the
wholesale markets dropped by Tk
30-60 while it was Tk 10-30 in case
of finernce.

Prices of different varieties of
rice in the kitchen markets came

coarse rice in the regular markets is
low now as the BDR-run fair price
outlets have increased their supply.

Our staff correspondent from
Khulna adds: Joint forces started
operation at the rice stores Friday

between 20 and 35 on the number
of upazilas in a particular district,
raising the reserved seats for

people of this country are honest and
want to lead a honest living," he
added.

Al expects govt
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momentum recently, Irene’s visit
will feature meetings with the
government where her team will
share Al's experience in Latin
America, Cambodia and Africa on
trial of war crimes and crimes

year for 'hurting religious senti-
ment’' in a cartoon published in
Alpin, a satire magazine of the
Prothom Alo.

After holding meetings with all
the stakeholders, the Al will launch

The introduction of the second
new ball saw the last four New
Zealand wickets tumble for‘just 37
runs.

For Bangladesh, paceman

Mashrafe had the best bowling

figures with four for 74 off 23 overs.

Salam Pintu

tigating the case, said when con-
tacted yesterday.

Family sources said plain-
clothes law enforcers picked up
Pintu along with former BNP law-
maker Nazir Hossain from a city
house on Road-23 in Gulshan on

human rights rules properly.

She urged the government to
have dialogues with the members
of the civil society and political
parties before setting up the
National Human Rights
Commission.

The Daily Star editor said the
preparation of a flawless voter list
with national identity cards,

held in a free and fair manner. "I do

parliamentary elections according to
roadmap announced by the EC.

"I told her it would be good if the
Election Commission could arrange
the election ahead of the roadmap,”
Sabersaid.

He said the British lawmaker is
likely to formally meet the Awami
League leadership in a couple of
days.
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the local government the main force

night, the law enforcement agen-
cies discovered a huge stash of rice

regarding war crimes and crimes

that took place in last few years can
be held,” she said, adding they will

Islami (Huji) operations com-

directly or by failing to provide
decent security for her as she cam-

Australian foreign minister Gareth

Parade Square yesterday. of the government, he urged them to ; against humanity since 1971 to : : . mander Mufti Abdul Hannan and : Evansandnthenmematlunalﬁgures
Gen Moeen ‘-“B“,“{E local gov- conceitrate their e&ltl)%ls on the gﬁ;ﬁ'“j‘mﬁgbﬁ?uﬁs'ﬂ}";ﬁgpﬁﬂ fagcilitate the Lriar{. she said, “The ;!E?a%iim?;?slue oftrial of such | some others of the banned militant pmﬁlﬁimf Dol T RArhodt - gave S e members of htabt;oard was not

t*rmnmntrepresemammmn_nme developmentof the country: while most other storehouse own- | present international principle, Admitting that rights of both outlit, sourcessaid. extremists and denies any sugges- mmmly s

mter:l to elect honest people in the The army chief referred to alloca- | ers followed suit Principle of Universal Jurisdiction, general people and political lead- Oneofthe et sof the perpe- tionofgovernment involvement SRR

D A e o _ tions for development, alleging that Retailers in Khulna complained | Meansany war criminal, nomatter ers are violated, Irene said, “We | Sryoo ot \the"grisly aftack was Controversy surrounding the Gl b a_l y

‘DAPP}'E‘?:[:!-;'IE eaﬁé@mgﬂﬂﬂ 40 to 50 whilm dt:f the allocations | yhaq importers, warehouse owners | Where he is staying, needs to be needachange where eweryun'e, not Elhlegodlé h'-edld at PIntu's | cause of death has also added to 0 prlce

he urged the AGC]to mg] s Slont FRENE: e the rest were pock- | 4.4 rice millers have hoarded rice | tried forthecrimeshehaddone,no only political leaders but also e suspicions. The governmentclaimed grom PAGE 1

against the corrupt but make sure
that innocent people are not
harassed.

He also urged the local govern-
ment representatives to identify and

eted through corruption. “If we can
stop corruption and utilise the entire
money, any government at any time
Mﬂazimgmlnpment"
Referring to two consecutive

floods and cyclone 'Sidr’ he said no

and paddy worth several crores of
taka.

[raqi soldier

matterwhere he has done that.”
Asked whether the Al would
pursue the trial of war criminals in
international arena in case the
government does not initiate the

ordinary people, is protected by
lawand has the rnight of fair trial.”
On whether she thinks the state
of emergency should be lifted to
give back people's fundamental

The sources also said Pintu's
brother Maulana Tajuddin intro-
duced Hannan to him. Tajuddin,
supplier of the grenades used in the
attack, is a fugitive accused in the
case and is now hiding in an African

the force of the suicide blast caused
Benazir's head to strike a metal lever
on the sunroof of her SUV. Her party
says she died from gunshots fired
Lrlnm just a few yards away before the

ast

said, "I think the government and
the businessmen will be able to
find a solution in the meeting for
stopping the skyrocketing prices of
edibleoil.”
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