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2007: An average year for

urban theatre

_-_-—_“_-_

Scenes from Troilus and Cressida (L) and Nimojjon

ERSHAD KAMOL

N terms of Dhaka-centric
I urban theatre activities, 2007

Was an average year. bExcept
the National Theatre Festival In
last March, not much remarkable
theatre events have happened
last vear. At the 23-day-long
National Theatre Festival, 46
troupes staged their production
(one each) at two venues of
Shilpakala Academy -- National
Theatre Stage and Experimental
lheatre Stage. Eleven full-fledged
productions were premiered in
the year. The number is less than
previous years .

Only two major troupes --
Nagorik Natyasampradaya and
Dhaka Theatre -- premiered their
new productions Troilus and
Cressida and Nimojjon respec-
tively. Shakespeare's play Troilus
and Cressida, translated by Syed
Shamsul Hagq, is directed by Ataur
Rahman and Selim Al Deen's play

Nimojjon is directed by
Nasiruddin Yousuff,

Other plays premiered in '07
include Theatre Art Unit's Amina
Shundori, Natyadhara's Ebong
Ashwamedh Jogna, Loko Natya
Dal's Leelaboti Akhyan, Nagorik
Natyangan's Pragoitihashik,
Drishtipt Natya Sangsad's
Bicharpoti (?hurm’me}- Achhen,
Loko Natyna Dal's (Banani)
Tushagni, Swapno Dal's Dakghar,
Nabonat's Bhelki and Natya
Teertha's Dwip.

Written by S.M. Solaiman
Amina Shundori is directed by
Rokeya Rafiq Baby. Debashish
Ghosh has directed Alok Basu's
play Ebong Ashwamedh Jogna, an
adaptation of a chapter from the
Ramayana. Leelaboti Akhyan is
written by Nasrin Mustafa and is
directed by Liaquat Ali Lucky.
Selim Mahmud's play
Pragoitthashikis an adaptation of
a short story by Manik
Bandyopadhyay and is directed

by Lucky Enam. Bicharpoti
Ghumimey Achhen is written and
directed by Mannan Heera. Mohit
Chattapadhyay's play Tushagni is
directed by Quamrun Nur. The
Tagore classic Dakghar is
directed by Zahid Ripon. Pavel
Aziz has adapted Bhelki, a work-
shop-based production, from
Shawkat Osman's translation of
Les Fourberies de Scapin. Utpal
Dutta's play Dwip is directed by
Tapan Hafiz.

Not many theatre festivals had
been arranged in 2007. To mark
its 10th anniversary, theatre
troupe Oboyob arranged a festi-
val at the Experimental Theatre
Stage. Mahakal Natyasampraday
arranged an 11-day theatre festi-
val last July to celebrate its 25th
anniversary at the same venue.

Two theatre festivals had been
organised in 2007 to lend a hand
to the flood victims. Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation and
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
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jointly arranged an eight-day
theatre festival at the National
Theatre Stage last August, in
which popular plays were staged.
But, the festival did not pull a big
audience. Moreover, the Depart-
ment of Theatre and Music of
University of Dhaka had arranged
a weeklong theatre festival at
Natmondal last June. Plays
directed by the students of the
department, were staged at the
festival. Proceeds from ticket
sales of both events were donated
to the flood victims.

Centrally organised by Univer-
sity of Dhaka, under the manage-
ment of Department of Theatre
and Music, a weeklong theatre
festival was held at the TSC Audi-
torium in November. Thirteen
plays by famous playwrights of
Bangladesh and abroad, directed

by the students of the department |

were staged at the festival. Pro-
ceeds from ticket sales were
donated to the Sidr victims.
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Rafiq's enterprising architecture
A veritable paradise for the petzt bourgeois '
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Rafiq Azam, who has received 16
national and International
awards for architecture and six
for paintings held a presenta-
tion with accompanying lecture
at Bengal Gallery recently.
Azam, who is the main architect
for Shatotto, that aims for green
living, has been teaching for 12
years as a visiting faculry, at
universities -- BRAC, Asia
Pacific, Ahsanaullah and others

- concentrating on the preser-
vation of Old Dhaka from the
outset.

Azam’s latest feathers in the
cap are the AR Award for Emerg-
ing Architecture 2007 (UK), and
Berger Award for Excellence,
The Kenneth F Brown, Asia
Pacific Culture and Architecture
Design (USA), and the South

Asia Architecture Commenda-
. This year Azam

tion Award 2005

will be teaching at The National
University of Singapore.

Azam, the team leader of
Shatotto, won the “Commended
Award” from RIBA (Royal Insti-
tute of British Architects), com-
peting with 50 countries the
world over. Says Azam, speaking
to The Daily Star, that their
work has to be environment
friendly, with lowest level of
power consumption, with
sustainability, keeping in mind
that the home or house is for
people living in Dhaka -- a city
with a high density of popula-
tion where the greenery has
been radically decimated and
the climatic composition of
moisture and air has changed
drastically over the last two
decades.

The six seasons of Bangla-
desh are also kept in mind. The
designers are also very aware
that Bangladeshis are not eco-
nomically that well off, Azam
continues. The home, in partic-
ular, that won the prize, is an
apartment building. “This is like
a shoebox, in Gulshan, in which
the not so well-off can live in
relative comfort. Nine families
live in it currently. The top floor
has two apartments, and the
ambiance is like a cozy home,”
says Azam. The house also fea-

tures a water fountain; the
sound of constant gently falling
raindrops has a soothing effect,
he says.

During summer, the sun is
not overhead for the residents,
and during winter, in the south
the sunrays come with the
incline. The breeze passes
through the house in summer,

as the Bay of Bengal is in the
south. Consequently there has
been no need of even a ceiling
fan in the common areas for the
last seven years. The building is
of red bricks and gray concrete
with no plaster of paints. More-

Designs by Shatotto

over, there are shrubs, bamboo-
hedges, creepers and flower
plants in every nook and corner.
It is indeed a veritable paradise
on earth, and a créeme de la
créme existence for the middle-
class.
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c Swapnodanay” to be Drama serial “Swapnojal” | Kylie Minogue honoured by Britain's
oncert S
maessnsen  screened in Bangalore on ntv Queen
- . velopmen
Technologias Lid. & amaderGaan.com Nirantar will also be screened at | CULTURE CORRESPONDENT days at the hospital, doctors CNN, London provided shelter for children caught up in the floods.
Venue; Winter Garden, Dhaka the festival. reveal the bad news that she has Kylie Minogue has sold more than 60 million records
Sharaton Directed by Golam Rabbani | Drama serial Swapnojal will be leukaemia and needs blood | Australian pop star Kylie Minogue and the professor worldwide in a music career lasting 20 years. The
Date- Ja uary 3 Biplab and produced by Impress | aired tonight on ntv at 8:15 pm. transfusion. In a fix, the young | who created Dolly the sheep are among the prominent Australian pop diva battled back to health after she was
Telefilm Ltd, Swapnodanay won | Written by Ahmed Shahabuddin man informs his father about it. figures who have received awards from Queen forced to cancel a world tour when she was diagnosed
Poush Mela the Asian Talent Award at Shang- | and directed by Dipankar Dipon, At long last the father finally | ElizabethIlinherannual NewYear Honours list. with breast cancer two years ago.
jear-Potsh Mets ans nai Film Festival and the special | the 26-episode serial centres ona  agrees to come to_the hospital to Minague, 39, and Prof. lan Wilmut were appointed T
OFBN‘ ’ 3 Uciapon jury award at the 38th Intérna- | youngcouple. see his daughter in-law. The | to the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in the list, j_j .
I “"s‘"'ad_ tional Film Festival of India (IFFI) Without his father's consent a couple await his visit. which is chosen by the queen on the advise of the 7
Vernre: Ramna Bolomool in Goa last year. The film follows | young man gets married. The The cast includes Tinni, Hillol, | British Prime Minister Gordon Brown. I( i
Dafe: January 11 the lives of a few individuals living | newly married, deeplyinlove,are Dr. Enamul Haque, Ataur Other award winners included Stuart Rose, the head &
Time: 7 am-8 pm in aremote village in the Northern quite content until the wife sud- Rahman, Shams Shumon, Elora | of the British retailer Marks and Spencer, who was

Musical Soiree

Tithe: Anck Diner Amar Je gaan
Artistes: Roquaiva Hasina (Nealy) and
Mahiuzzaman Chowdhury

Venue: Central Auditonum of
Bang'adesh University of Engineering

Rokeya Prachy in Swapnodanay

part of Bangladesh. The protago-
nist Fazlu (played by singer
Mahmuduzzaman Babu) is a
peddler. One evening he returns
home with a used trouser for his
son. While washing the trouser,
Fazlu's wife (Rokeya Prachy) finds

denly becomes ill. After a few

Gauhor, Mir Sabbir and others.
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handed a knighthood and Lord of the Rings star lan
McKellen.

The NewYear's list recognises awide range of people
who are thought to have made a positive contribution
to British life.

The queen hands out a range of honours including
knighthoods, life peerages and gallantry awards for

g The ‘Second Bangalore Interna-  some foreign currency in the those servingin the armed forces and civilians.

and kef:fmcc-gy tional Film Festival' will kick off pockets. The family gets over- The listis published in the official newspaper of the

Plate: Sanuery3 today with the screening of eycited atthe possibility of acquir- British monarchy, the London Gazette.

Time: 6 pm Bangladeshi film Swapnodanay, ing a sizeable amount of cash. The honour's list usually attracts attention for the
g sas says a press release. Fazlu and his buddy Siraj (Fazlur high-profile figures honoured; previous recipients of

Sculpture Exhibition Governor of Andhra Pradesh, Rahman Babu) ma;:«, amjund the knighthoods include the pop stars Paul McCartney

Titfe: Ecology of Mind-2 Rameshwar Thakur, will inaugu- rypgged locales of and Mick Jagger but anyone can be nominated for an

Sculpfor: Alak Roy rate the festival. Noted South 'Barendrabhumi' on a beat-up - award.

Venue; Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, Indian filmmaker Adur motorbike, trying to exchange the This year's list, for example, includes some of the

Sengal Shilpalaya, H 275/F, Read 27
(oM}, Dhanmondi and Brtish Council, 5
Fuller Road, Dhaka University

Date: January 5-19

Gopalakrishnan will be the chief
guest at the ilnauguration. A total of
125 films from 45 different coun-
tries will be screened at the festival.
Apart from Swapnodanay, Abu

foreign currency for Taka. Greed
surfaces and the central charac-
ters -- Fazlu, his wife and Siraj --
start weaving their individual
dreams. Desire and deception

people who took part in the rescue operations
following the flooding that affected large parts of
England this summer.

Capt. Tracy Palmer, from the Salvation Army in the
northern English town of Workshop, was made a
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