TAWEIQUE ALI
While Dhaka University (D)
authorities speak of space con-
straints to constructan academic
building; they have leased out a
primesite to runa coffee shop.
The coffee shop is located ata
place close to Mokarram Hossain
Bhaban housing the depart-
ments of pharmacy and chemis-
try, on the Science Annex pre-
mises, where authorites lind no
suitable site for the Mathematics
building.

The DU authorities are pres-
ently facing public criticism for
proposing a site for a 10-s5torey
Mathematics building in the
close vicinity of the Central
Shaheed Minar.

The sponsor for Mathematics
building may withdraw the pro-
posed donation in the wake of
public criticism, in case the
authorities fail to ind a suitable
and undisputed site.

Faculty members and stu-
dents of the Science Faculty, on
the other hand, alleged that the

The coffee shﬁp on the DU campus.

llegations of nuisance
at DU coffee shop

nuisance around the colfee shop
hampers their routine academic
ictivities.

A professor of mathematics
requesting anonymity said dif-
ferent kinds of 'indecent’ activi-
ties are going on on the coffee
shop premises after dusk.

A number of teachers of
Science Faculty have verbally
lodged complaints with the
university authorities in this
regard but to no avail, he said.

Another professor of
Geography and Environmental
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Science Department, who also
sought anonymiry, said apart
from students, many outsiders
gather at the coffee shop and the
subsequent nuisance hampers
lab classes duringafternoan.

He said that he had raised the
issue at the academic committee
of the department but the move
has made no difference.

Abul Hasnat, associate profes-
sor of Pharmacy, said that 30
percent of the visitors of the shop
are outsiders. "The pathering
creates such nuisance thar we
cannot take classes," he said.
"Weallwillbe happyifthe shopis
closed and removed today.”

According to sources, the
coffee shop owner has turned the
adjoining area into an enclosure
by placing concrete benches
beyond contractual agreement,
with the university administra-
tion remaining silent for mysteri-
OUS [EA500NS.

Vice-chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof SMA Faiz said
that it is in their knowledge that
gathering at the coffee shop
creates nuisance. "We have
asked the ownerto close the shop
sometime after dusk," said the
VC.

He said that the shop owner
has created a new gate opening
the boundary wall and facing the
adjoining road with permission
of the university administration.

Responding to unauthorised
occupancy of adjoining pre-
mises, the VC said the set-ups are
‘very temporary’. "We prefer
solving the prablems concerning
the shop instead of evicting it.
But we will remove the shop if
theyreally create problems."”

Cab drivers at ZIA
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Apart from the most common
incident of overcharging, there
have been instances when driv-
ers forced passengers oul onto
the streets, sources said.
Besides, a section of middlemen
cheat the incoming passengers
while beggars press [or '[oreign
currencies'.

During a visit to the airport,
this carrespondent approached
a number of tawdeabs in the
guise of a passenger en route to
Farmgate. A driver sporting a
black shirt and white pants
asked where exactly the corre-
spondent would get off.

Having acknowledged the
destination, the driver yelled
out to another driver sitting
nearby, "How much should [
charge for Farmgate?”

The other driver replied, "I
think it is Tk 450." Another
eldecly driver said, "No,
Farmgate should be Tk500,"

After a row of reasoning and
requests, the driver finally
agreed on Tk 460, under 'spe-
cial' consideration that the
carrespondent 'did nat have any
luggage with him'.

When asked to check the
official fare for the trip to

Farmgate, the driver reluctantly
dug out a bunch of jumbled up
papers to check the official fare
structure.

As it tumed out, the official
fare to Farmgate, Dhanmondi,
Shyamoli or Mohammadpur is
surprisinglyTk420, Burthe genu-
ineness of the papers on the fare
chartcould notbe verified.

- According to CAAB officials, the
higher fare is charged to provide
safer and more secure services.
"Our cabs are safer and more
reliable. If you even leave behind
any valuables in them, you will get
them back," said an official from
the ticket counter office.

"Wecharge double ora fare of
a round trip charged by other
rental cars as the taxi drivers
have to sit around the whole day
for apassenger,” he said.

However, the raggedy and
battered taxis with busted front
and backlights, no air condi-
tioning and drivers without
uniforms did not appear any
more secure than the average
taxis. Besides, none of the taxd-
cabs had any complaint boxes
inside -- as required by the
scheme supervised by CAAB.

There are around 400 tax-
cabhs and microbuses from 12

organisations operating under
the authorization of CAAB at the
airport. These vehicles have
been operaling without any
formal rules or guidelines for
years, said sources.

In June this year, the CAAB
autharities came up with a draft
plan. The draft plan proposes to
bar vehicles older than nine
years from operating under the
scheme. It also proposes a sim-
ple fare structure and manda-
tory uniform for the drivers,
added the sources.

"We are aware of the prohlems
in the service and we are looking
into them,"” said Nurul Islam,
chief security officer of CAAB.
"We have comprehensive plans
to revamp the whole service.
There's a plan to employ a single
transportation company with
good reputation to provide taxi
service from the airport,” he said.

To operate taxi service from
the airport, a transport service
provider is required to have at
leastalleet of 20 vehicles.

Although the authorised
taxicabs are required to display
authorisation stickers provided
by CAAB, many taxicabs on the
ZIA premises were seen operat-
ingwithout these.

Winter birds
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Dhaka, said, "There must be
trees around water bodies for
migratory birds. City is losing
trees in a large scale for devel-
opment. This might be one of
the facts discouraging the
guest hirds."

Thriving commercial activi-
ties in the wetland such as
fishing, hatcheries and activi-
tics of orpanised ganps of
poachers are disturbing the
birds. "People are trying to
occupy every inch of the
waters possible, living no
room for animals or birds,” he
added.

Noise pollution caused by
increased number of vehicles
is another factor disturbing
the birds. Dhaka Zoo Curator
Kazi Fazlul Haque said, "The
zoo lake is adjacent to
Mirpur-Ashulia embank-
ment. Vehicles using the
embankment road are
increasing gradually. This
might be one of the reasons
why guest birds are avoiding
our lake.”

It all went unheeded. In spite of several newspaper reparts on cracked roofs and floors the authorities remained indifferent to the
issue of the rickety Wapda building no 4 at Mirpur Bihari camp. With exposed pieces of bricks and iron rods jutting out of the structure
the building is highly precarious to live in. Originally built for 24 families itis still home to 86 families housing more than 500 people.

ANISLR RAHMAN

Left out voters in city to be
enrolled next month

DurDANA GHIAS

Voter registration is going on in
full swing with most wards and
thanas in the city already under
the process.

According to sources at the
Election Commission, registra-
tion is taking place at 27 thanas
out of 28 in the city. Gulshan
thana, which is yet to start regis-
tration process, will start it from
January 1.

In the DCC area, around 45
percent of the population are
now either under the process to
be enlisted or are already
enlisted, sources said.

A good number of voters
could not turn up at the voter
registration centres because of
long Eid vacations. As they are
coming back to the city now the
registration workers will have to
face an extra pressure in dealing
theircases.

According to estimation by
the Elecdon Commission around
46 thousand pilgrims went (o
perform Hajj including five thou-
sand from Dhaka city. They will
be enlisted under special
arrangements, said sources at
EC.

Asked about the Hajj pilgrims
Electinon Commissioner Brig Gen
Sakhawat Hussain said that the
centril server of each thana will
deal with the Hajj pilgrims to

A good number of voters could not
turn up at the voter registration
centres because of long Eid vaca-
tions. As they are coming back to
the city now the registration work-
ers will have to face an exira pres-

sure in dealing their cases

catch up with the registration
process.

“If any pilgrim misses the regis-
tration process of his area then he
can contact his nearest ARO [assis-
Lot registration officer] office or
the central server of his respective
thana. The server will remain open
until the registration process is
complete,” hesaid.

Nawabul [slam, district elec-
tion officer at Lalbagh, said that
regisiration process is going on
in full swing in his area and it will
take the month of January to
caover all wards of Lalbagh thana.

According to the EC, 14, 27,
187 peaple got enlisted till the
28th of this month. Around 27
lakh people filled up the data
collection forms. Sixteen wards

of the city have completed the
registration process. Of the 90
wards of the city the process is
goingon inaround BS wards.

The registration process will
go on till January 31, said offi-
cials.

However, many service hold-
ers with a tight office schedule
are finding it difficult to get
enlisted as many of them are not
able to visit the registration cen-
tres on time.

"l go tooffice every morningat
B8 and return home at 10 at night
because I do a part time job. [
missed the data collectors twice.
At last I requested the official to
give me his mobile number but
he refused. Then 1 wied w be
voter at Nurjahan School centre

near Shekher Mohammadpur
but their forms were finished so [
could not getinto the process yet.
So [ am feeling quite (ense,” said_
Rabiul, a service holder living at
Kalabagan.

Officials however asserted
that those left out will be made
voters in January.

Admitting the left out voters
the election commissioner said
that the data collectors are moni-
toring the problems and are
waiting to get them enlisted.

"Yesterday [Saturday] T went
to some cenftres where the regis-
tration officials informed me that
some 200 to 300 people are yet to
get enrolled but they are keeping
track. Before rolling up the server
the left out ones will be
included,” he said.

“We will have to coordinate
the process to include all,” he
added.

Police stations of the
respected areas will declare
schedules for their left out voters
to be enlisted, said sources.

Earlier the EC said that anyone
left out can become voters till the
daybefore the election day.

According to voter registra-
tion officials in the city around 60
to 70 thousand people are cur-
rently getting enlisted each day
on average. Data collectors are
covering around one and a half
lakh voters a day.
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ART & CULTURAL CENTERS

Alllance Francaise De Dhaka
26, Mirpur Aoad, Dhanmandi,
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557

Fax: 8616462,

Emall; infoafd@aldacca.com

Bangla Academy

Dhala University Area,

Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583,
Fax: 8612352, Email:
bacademy@ciltechco.net

Hangladesh Shishu Academy
Oid High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall),
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

Brilish Council

5, Fuller Road, Dhaka .

Tel: 8618905-7, 618667-8

Fax 8613375

Ematl:
dhaka.enquides@bd.britishcouncilerg

German Cultural Cenler
Housa 10, Boad 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 3126525, 9126526, Fac 8110712

Indian Cultural Center
H-2%, Road-96, Guishan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel; 8830141, Fax: 8850142

Mazrul Institute

House 3308, Road 28 (Oid),
Dhanmandi, Dhaka

Tel: §114500, Fac 9118051,
Emalk: nazrulin@citecho, nat
Russian Cultural Centre
House-510, Road-7,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tal: 5118531

Fax: 65113026,

Emall: rosculti@accasstalnat

Shilpakala Academy
Saqunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tal: 9561709, 9562801-4
Bengal Gallery of Fine Arls
House 275/F, Road 27,
Dhanmandl, Ohaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com
Cezanne Arl Gallery

UAE Moltri Complax,

[Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Ohakz

Tel: 8026578, Email:
ceznne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New),
Dhanmaondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fac 9115044,
Emall: office@drilnot

Gallery Chilrak

Hause-21, Road-4,

Dhanmandi R/A, Ohala

Tal: 6620345, Emallchitrak@agni.com

Malional Arl Gallary
Segunbaglcha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16,
Dhanmondi, Dhalea,

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085,

Emall; shilparg @vasdinital.com

Shilpangan
House-25, Road-5,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,
Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery
F/37, DGC Super Marlkeat (15t Floor)
Gulshan-2 (Morth), Dhaka, Tel: 9595903

Agrani Bank
0566153-54, 956616069,
9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank
T126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Lid
HB824051-4, Foc 8813543

Cilibank NA
9550060, Fax: 8562236

Dulch Bangla Bank Ltd
956853739
Fa: B561089

Eastern Bank Lid
95583901, Fax 9562364

First Security Bank Limited
9562670, PADX: 9560229,
Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank
BOI1138, Fac A013553

Habib Bank Lid
9555092, 9563043-5, Fax
9561734

Isiami Bank (Bangladesh) Lid

95542402, 9563040,

9560098, Fax: 9564532

IFIC Bank Lid

0563020, 9562060, Fax

9562015

Jamuna Bank Lid

95351411, 9570912-18,

Fax: 9565762
Janata Bank

9560000, 9560027-30, Fax

9564644

Morcanlile Bank Limiled

9559433, 9560329
Fax: 9561213

Mational Bank Lid

9663081-5, Fax: 9563853

HCC Bank
9561902-4
Fax- 9566290

Premier Bank Lid
BO15276, 4811417

Prime Bank Ltd
9567265, 9556282
Fax: 9567230

ShahJalal Bank Ltd
9570812, 9567435, Fax
9557413

Souih East Bank
9550001, 9551411, Fax
9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Lid
9550181, Fax; 9562332

Sonali Bank
9550426-34
Fax 9561410

The City Bank Limited
0565925, Fax: 9562347

" The Trust Bank Lid
9571095, 9871074, 9888068,
Fax 4071004

Uttara Bank Lid
9561438, 9551162-3,
Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Lid
9561580, Fac B8-02-3560587

MARKET CLOSED

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday
Elephant Road-Friday

Bishal Centar-Friday

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday
Pobwall Markat-Friday

BCS Computar City-Friday

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.
Rajtani Complex-Friday
Stadium Market-Friday
Bangabazar Market-Friday
Matianal Museum-Thursday
Ahsan Manzil-Thursday.

Mew Market-Tuesday

Gausia Market-Tuesday
Mouchak Market-Sunday
Ohanmondi Hawkaers Market-
Tuesdeay

Dhanmandi Hawkers Markat-Tuasday
Eastern Plaza-Sunday
Farmview Super Market-Sunday
Muktijuddha Jaduohar-Senday
Dhiaka Zoo-Sunday

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday




