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‘The officials confirmed that the 19-
year-old Bilawal would rake over
the leadership of the PPE the larg-
est ‘party in the’ nuclear-armed
Islamic nation. 5

"Hilawal is the new chairman of
the party and Asif All Zardari will
assist hirm as co-chairman," one of
theofficials sald,

The party also appointed
Zurdari as co-chairman, and called
for a United Nations probe into the
circumstances of her slaying in a
gun and suicide bomb attack
Thursday.

"Democracy 5 the best
revenge,” Bilawal told & chaotic
news conference in the Bhutto
family's ancestral home here,
vowing the party's "long and
historic struggle for democracy
will continue with a new vigour.”

Benazir's husband on Sunday
demanded a UN probe into her
issassination, along the lines of
the world body's probe of the
killing of former Lebanese prime
minister Rafiq Hariri,

"We demand a Hariri commis-
sion-style investigation,” Asif Al
Zurdari said at o news conference.
"We are writing to the United
Mations for an International
probeinto her martyrdom,”

"I chase not to give them per-
mission for an autopsy,” AsiE All
Zardari told & news conference
presenting the couple's son
Bilawal as the new leader of
Bhutto's party.

"I've lived here long enough to
know how and where the autopsy
would have been conducted," he
said, adding that any autopsy
would have been "useless”,

Moreover, Pakistan's ruling
pacty said Sunday that January B
elections may be delayed up to
four months because of the assas-
sination of Benazir Bhutto.

As political manoeuvring in
the wake of Benazir's death
picked up pace, another key
opposition- party said earlier it
would reverse an earlier decision
to boycott the vote if Benazir's
group decided to run.

"We will definitely contest the
glections if the PPP decides to
contest,” said Sadiq ul-Faroog, a
senior member of former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan
Muslim League-N party.

Benazir's slaying last
Thursday plunged the nuclear-
armed country into a political
crisis and triggered nationwide
riots that [eft at [east 44 people
dead ahead of the paclinmentury
polls, seen by the United States
-and other Western nations as key
1o promoting stability in the
country. =y

= 'Controversy rémigined abaur
whether she was killed by gun-
shots, a shrapnel wound or the
cuncussive force of the blast.

She was buried without an
autopsy and the debate over her
cause of death undermined con-
fidence in the government and
further angered her followers,
many of whom believe elements
within President Pervez
Musharraf's administration
played arole in the killing.

Tariq Azim, information secre-
tary of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Q, said the parliamentary
elections would lose credibility if
it they are held on fanuary 8, with
Benazir's party in mourning and
other opposition groups intenc
on boycotting.

He expected authorities to
announce a delay within 24
hours.

"How long the postponement
will be For will up to the Election
Commission," he told The
Associated Press. "I think we are
looking at a delay of a few weeks
... ofup to three or fotir months.”

Police struggled to control
thousands of mourners outside

Téénage son Bilawal

the meeting, who shouted
"Musharraf isa killer!” and called
for the separation of Benazic's
home province of Sindh from the
restof Pakistan.

"Henazir Bhutto sacrificed her
life for the sake of this country
and for democracy,” her husband
Asif All Zardarl tld mourners
after they had thrown [lowers at
the mausoleuwrmn where she was
buried. "But her blood will not be
invain .., Bhutto will remain alive
inthehearts of people.”

Local media quoted unnamed
sources as saying Benazic's 19-
year-old son Bilawal Zardari
would be appointed her succes-
sor, extending one of Asia's great-
est political dynasties. Henazic
Bhutto's father ~Pakistan's first
glected prime minister founded
the party in 1967 and its electoral
success since then has largely
dependedon the Bhutto name.

{Jther party members said
Benazir's husband, a key power-
broker who was freed in
December 2004 after eipht years
in detention on graft charges,
should take the job.

"We will come up with a con-
sensus, Benazir's will and the
meeting will determine it,"
Zardari told reporters when
asked whether he wanted the
post. "The party has a lot of brave
peopleand alotofbrave leaders.”

Since Thursday, unrest has
killed at least 44 people and
caused rens of milllons of dollars
ofdamage.

They have wrecked nine elac-
tion offices along with the voter
tolls and ballot boxes inside
hampered the printing of ballot
slips and the training of poll
workers, the election commis-
sion sald. The commission has
called an emergency meeting for
Monday.In fresh violence, two
men blew themselves up Sunday
close to the residence in eastern
Pakistan of Tjazul Haq, the former
religious affairs minister and
senior leader of the ruling party,
saicd district police chiel Zafur
Ahbas Bukhari. Both men died,
but there were no other casual-
ties.

Video of Benazir's assassing-
tion shows a man shooting at her
three times from close range
seconds before her car is caught
up in an explosion from a suicide
attacker.

Autharites initially said she
died from buller wounds, but
[nterior Ministry Spokesman
Javed Ighal Cheema later said
Benazir was killed when the force
of the bomb smashed her head

into the sunroof. Bhutto's

spokesworman Sherry Rehman
said she and other witnesses saw
a buller wound in neck and said
Cheema's remarks were "danger-
ousand nonsensical.”

The government blamed the
attack on Baitullah Mehsuod,
Taliban commander with links to
al-Gaeda, who heads a militant
coalition based in its lawless
tribal regions. The coalition is
committed to fighting the gov-
ernmentand its supportof the US
But his spokesmen denied the
chirge,

A spokesman for Benazic's
party, Farhatullah Babar, said the
government's accusations
appeared to be "a planted story,
an incorrect story, because they
wane todivert the atrention."”

Cheema said Denazic's party
wis free to exhume her body to
conduct an autopsy, but rejected
calls for an international investi-
gation. An independent domestic
judicial investigation should be
completed within seven days of
the appointment of its presiding
judge, he said.
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2 ringleaders held
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terracotta Vishnu and Bust of
Vishnu statuettes.

Rab found the four pieces
during their daylongsearch for the
missing fragments of the statu-
eftes at a garbage dumping
ground of Baliarpur [n Aminbazar
antheoutskirtsof the capital.

Major Aminul Haque of Rab-1
told The Daily Star last evening
that they would ask National
Museum officials to examine
whether the four fragments were
of the archaeological master-
pieces.

The two artefacts along with
143 others were awaiting ship-
ment to Paris for an exhibition at
the Guimet Museum. They were
stolen at the airport on December
22.

Aminul said it appeared to
them that out of the four pieces,
two could be part of the hand of
the black 'terracotta statuette of
Vishnu where the Hindu god
stunds with goddesses Saraswati
and Loxmi on his sides. The other
two pieces could be part of the
Bust of Vishnu. These two, they
assume, are fragments of the
abdomen of the Bust of Vishnu
statuette,

On Friday, around 200 Rab
personnel and 25 Dhaka Cicy
Corporation teams rounded up
around 200 fragments, Later, two
National Museum officials identi-
fied 27 pieces on the spot as parts
of the stolen idols, No officials
from the museum were on the
spotyesterday,

Rab will continue their search
taday.

Meanwhile, our court corre-

spondent reports: a Dhaka court
placed detained former lawmaker
Anwara Begum on a three-day
remand and sent former deputy
secretary SM Mizanur Rahman
and 14 others to jail in connection
with the artefacts theit case.

Additional Chief Metrapalitan
Magistrate Ehsanul Haque passed
the order after Sub-inspector (51}
Monu Sohel Imtiaz, the investiga-
tion officer (10) of the case, pro-
duced them before the court with
different forwarding reports.

In his forwarding report placed
before the court, the [0 said
Anwara might be involved in the
artefacts theft. 5o, she needs o he
placed on remand to extract vital
information about the incident.

The 10 placed another forwird-
ing report saying that Mizanur
Rahman needs not to be interro-
gated. However, the same [0
placed a 10-day remand petition
before thecourton December 277

He, in the forwarding report,
gave reasons that Rab earlier
recovered 20 fragments of the
stolen artefaces from  different
places and seven arrestees gave
confessional statements.

The court yesterday sent 14
others to jail after they were pro-
duced before it oo completion of
their five-day remand.

Those sent to jail are Samiul
Abedin, Masud Rana Saiful, Abu
Bakar, Shariful Islam Manik,
Mohammad Shahfjahan,
Mohammad Al Shamim, Helal
Hossain, Abul Fossain, Abdul
Hallm Babul, Zaki Mahbub,
Edward Roy, Debu Barua,
Mohammad Solaiman and Sankar
Chandra Dew.

Former forest chief
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assistant director of the Anti-
corruption Commission (ACC),
brought Anwar w the magistrale's
chamber,

On October 23, ACC Assistant
Director SM Sahidur Rahman filed
the case with Hamna Police Station
against Anwar on chirge of amass-
ing illegal wealth wnd providing false
starement ahout his property to the
antd-corruptionwatchdog.

The complafnant in his st
information report (FIR] stated thar
although the former top forest boss
drew a total salary of Tk 30.49 lakh
duringhisstintat the top position of
the forest department, he accumu-
lated wealth to the tune of Tk 2.9
crote n his name and in the names
of his wife, sons and relatives
beoween 1996 and 2007,

During scrutiny of the wealth
statement he handed in to the ACC
on Jurnie 14, he was also found o
have concealed information about
propecty worth about Tk 63 Takh,
added the complainant.

Additional Chief Metropaolitan
Magistrate Golam Habbani passed
the order against Redwan Ahmed
after ACC Assistant Director Shahin
Ara Momzeaj, the [0} of the case,
submitted a petidon for showing
Redwanarrested inthe case.

On December 19, Shahin Gled
the case against the former staie
minister and Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) presidium member and
his wife Momtaj Ahmed.

[n the case, the complainant said
Redwan flegally accumulated Tk
2.31 crore and did not show prop-
ertywnrth Tk 1.37 crore inhis wealth
statement. Redwan submitted the
wealth statement through jail
authorides on August 14 following
anACC noticeissued on August?.

Momiaj was included in the case
asshe ubetted her husband in acou-
mulating and concealing the
wealth,

Shahbagh police arrested
Redwan soon after his release from
the Prison Cell of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU Fridayevening,

He was first arrested at his
Baridhara home in the city on June
26 under Section 16{2) of the EPR.
He was later shifted to the Prison
Cell of BSMMU from Dhalea Central
Jail dueto heartailments.

Dhaka asked
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grolp has not been effectively
countered and so, the threat per-
SE508,

"It is important o manage the
threat through capture and arrests
and also by building necessary
structures within governmentand
the ecivil society to counter the
group's beliefsystem,"” he said.

He also said it is imporiant for
the economy to grow if militancy is
to be effectively mibgated with a
particular focus on poverty as
militants readily exploit poor
communities far recruits.

Gunaratna said the al-Qeaedz
embraces the concept ofleading or
coopetating local struggles as
demonstrated by their activity in
[raq, Saudi Arabia, Algeria,
Somalia, Egypt and Libya, among
others,

He added that disbelieving the
al-Oaeda threat is dangerous as
demonstrated by the case of
Pakistan,

India up prices
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Bangladeshi traders as the per-
ldlogram cost of rice will stand at Tk
35 which will further increase after
adding transport and other costs,”
said MNasir Uddin, a rice importer in
Jessore.

An Indian High Commission
spokesman, however, could not
confirm the increase in the price of
rice exported to Bungladesh,

He told The Daily Star that they
are still discussing the lssue of fve
lakh tonnes of rice o be especially
exported to Bangladesh as relief for
thecyclone-hitpeople.

"Tnelia has been trying very hard
to keep the price low for the five lakh
tonnes of rice earmarked for export
to Bangladesh,” the spokesman said
lastnight.

Masir said, "A few [ndian rce
exporters told us that it is possible to
export rice to Bangladesh with prof-
its at prices between 5355 and $360
per tonne. But the povernment
policy is not allowing them to export
riceatthatrate,”

Another rice importer, Tipu
Sultan, said traders prefer importing
rice from [ndia as the ransport cost
for per kilogram rice is less by Tk 7
compared to other countries.

"We have suspended importing
rice from [ndia after the latest price
increase as it is not possible to profic
at this price,” he said, adding that if
imported, the minimum price of per
kilogram rice will stand at Tk 37 in
domestcmarkets. .

Wholesale waders in Dhaka,
meanwhile, blamed low producton
of rice for the crisis in the market,
which hasled o the price hike.

"Overall production of rice in the
country this yearwasless than thatof
previous years and this promptad us
m twm wwards the internatonal
market forimporting rice,” said a rice
trader. "Butitis difficult to getrice in
the international market due to high
prices," headded.

Accomling to the data of Trading
Gorporation of Bangtadesh {TCO) oo
yesterday's micket price, the price of
coarse tice was Tk 28-30 per kilo-
gram, which is 16 percent higher
than the price a month ago and 57
percent higher than the price in the
same period last year.

Thepricesofothervarietesofrice
have also increased by 9-13 percent
comperedtothepricesamaonthago.
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theeity.

Department of Marcotics
Control (DNC) has already issued
notice to all licensed bars in the
capital to close by 5:00pm today.

As the state of emergency is
prevailing, law enforcers said they
would take action as per the
Emergency Power Rules if anyone
breaks the cules by unruly actlvities
and drug abuse,

Sources said the authorities
concerned are extra ciutious this
year due tw the assassination of
former Pakistani prime minister
Benazir Bhutio,

Rab's dog and bamb sguads will
be deployed at different vulnerable
points. Rab will also set up check
posts on different roads of the
capital to search wehicles. Rab
intelligence teams will also be
deployed,

Hab's strike force will be kepton
reserve to respond to any untowird
incidents.

"Qur personnel have already
seacted searching vehicles and
people setting up check posts at
different places In the city,” Hab
Legal and Median Wing Director
SMAK Azad told The Daily Star [ast
night.

Police officials said around
3,500 policemen will be deployed
in the capital on New Year's Eve.
Apart from 2,800 uniformed
policemen, plainclothes men will
also bedeployed.

In addition to this, eight pla-
toons of police, each with 111
policemen, and around 200 per-
sonnel from the Detective Branch
of police will be deployed while its
strike force would be kept as
IESEIVES.

Meanwhile, Department of
Narcotics Control has requested all
to refrain from abusing drugs and
unruly behaviour on the night of
31st December,

It sought cooperation of all
avert any untownrd situation thatis
usually eriggered by unscrupulous
and unruly people whao sell, buy
and abuse dangerous and adulter-
ated drugs, This deteriormtes the
law and order situation and also
poses a threat o people’s lives, it
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New Year's Eve

said.

RESTRICTIONS

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)
authorities made a number of city
roads off limis o oaffic for 10
hours from 8:00pm on Néw Year's
Eve.

Gulshar, Banani, Baridhara and
Dhaka University areas will come
under the restrictions.

Motorists have been asked w
use Kakoli, Phoenix and Natun
Bazar intersections to enter
Gulsban, Banuni and Baridbara
from $:00pm wday t 6:00am on
NewYear's Day.

The DME also requested peaple
living near Guishan Club intersec-
tion, Wireless Gate Bridge,
Shooting Cluh Bridge, Gudaraghat
Bridge, Jntisangha Bridpe and
Shabjadpur Bridge and Guishan
Avenue of Gulshan- 1 and Gulshan-
2 to reach their homes before
B:00pm today.

It said no vehicles will be
allowed to enter the Dhaka
University campus through
Pulashi, Bakshibozar,
Chankharpul, Nimtoli and
Government Employees Hospital,
but Shahbagh intersection, Nilkhet
and Old High Court entrances
would remainopen.

The instructions will not be
applicable for vehicles of the resi-
dents of Dhaka University area and
they will be allowed to enter after
securitychecks.

However, exiting the area will
have norestrictons.

Fire engines, ambulances and
other vehicles of the emergency
services will remain out of the
purviewal the restrictions.

Chief adviser
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been smoathly conducting the
telief operations with the help of
the peopleand the armed forces.
He thanked the expatriate
Bangladeshis who came forward
with generous help for the cyclone
victims, saying their compassion
and love for their motherland

wotld encourage others to help -

build a happy and prosperous
Hangladesh.
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of the Prime Ministers Office
mightalso be questinned.

o TPhe sgurces added that the
ACC issued notices to different
ministries and departments
incloding Bapex, Titas,
Petrobangla, Sylhet Gas Field,
Bangladesh Gas Field Lud, and the
energy ministry, asking them o
provide the investigators with
necessary documents.

The ACC will complete the
process of gathering documents
and visiting different places
withina short period of time, they
sakd,

Former energy adviser
Mahmudur Rahman's statement
will also be raken as he opposed
awarding the deal to Niko. The
ACC is considering Mauhmudur
a5 an important witness in the
case, the sources said adding that
persons involved ac differenc
levels of the process of awarnding
the job to Niko, from preparing
the proposal to the awarding of
the job, will also be questdoned.

Meanwhile, no progress has
heen made in the investigation of
the case f[iled against former
premier Sheikh Hasina and six
others for allegedly inflicting an
enormous amount of [nss on the

Khaleda, Moudud

state through awarding gas deals
to Canadian gas exploration
company Niko by abusing their
pawear. '*‘*::!‘-':*:w

"Mo progress has been mad
yet in the investigation of the case
against Hasina," said [gbal.

The co-sccused of Sheikh
Hasina In the case are -- detained
former state minister for enecgy
Rafiqul Islam, former principal
secretary to the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) Dr SA Samad, for-
mer energy secretaries DrTowlig-
e-Elahi Chowdhury and M Akmal
Hossain, former Petro Bangla
chairman Mosharral Hossaln,
and Vice-president (South Aisa)
of Niko Research Bangladesh Led
Kashem Sharif.

The joint forces arrested
Awami League {AL) President
Sheikh Hasina from her
Dhanmondi residence in the
capital on July 16 while hearing of
the charge framing against the AL
leader was being held under
special arrangement.

The ACC yesterday also
approved filing of the frst infor-
mation report against AL's Nur-
E-Alam Chowdhury Liton in
connection with amassing wealth
that is not corroborated by his
known sourcesofincome.
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turned the Bureau non-funcrional.

"If the same thing happens in
the case of the Human Rights
Commission, It will be nothing but
a waste of public money. We want
the commission to be independent
and effective,” Iftekharuzzaman
said adding that there must be a
provision ensuring that the HR
commission publishes its annual
repaort with details of all its activi-
tiesforbetter ransparency.

He: said the civil society organi-
sations could help the government
prepare a draft HR Commission
Ordinance in consultation with the
stakeholders and mass people.

BLAST Executive Director
Taslimur Rahman said the com-
mission might face problems it is
heavilydominated by bureaucrats.

Reading out the statement, ASK
Coordinator Sayeed Ahmed said
the HR Commission Ondinance
2007 must adopt a wider definitdon
of human rights to include poliri-
cal, social, economic, cultural and
all other rights that are necessary
forthe developmentofthecitizens.

According to the drafr HR
Commission Ordingnce, a six-
member selection committee
would propose ovo names for each
of the three-member commission.
These six-member selection com-
mittee would consist of a justice
from  Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court, a cabinet secre-
tary, the attorney general, the
comptroller and auditor general,
the chairman of Public Service
Commissionand thelawsecrerary.

"This selection cormmittes is oo

dependent on the executive

HR commuission

branch of the state. We demand
participation of the civil society in
the committee who worked o
uphold human rights for a long
time," thestatementsaid,

Inclusion of at least one female
member in the commission must
be ensured by the law, it said, add-
ing: "We want reflection of opin-
fons of all people irrespective of
ethnicity, religion and sex.”

Sayeed Ahmed sald as there are
possibilities that the state would be
all the more blamed for viclating
human rights, effort o solve the
problems only through arbitration
or compromise is a constricted
idea. "A derailed description of the
commission's power to investigate
and fts procedures therefore is
necessary,” he said,

According to the HR
Commission Ordinance, the com-
mission would not consider the
issues already under trial and as a
result, the area of the commission
will be very canstricted, leaving the
possibility that the commission
might tum non-functional, Saveed
Ahmed read out from the state-
ment.

“We think the complaints of
negligence in resisting violation of
human rights by government
organisations should also come
under the purview of the commis-
slon," the statement safd.

The commission should be
given the power to make ecom-
mendutions whether all national
laws are [ tine with inemational
laws w uphold human rights, it
added.

.

Latifur Rahman
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annuil general meeting (AGM] of
the organisation yesterday, said an
MCCI pressrelease.

Rahman has investments in
different sectors including
pharmaceuricals, beverages and
electronics,

Abdul Hafiz Choudhury, a
senior partner of Hahman Mabman

~Hug, has been elected vice-
president.

The newly elected committee
members are M Anis Ud Dowla,
chairman of Advanced Chemical
Industries Lid, Steve Banner, chiefl
executive officer (CEO) of The
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation Ltd, Nasir A.
Choudhury, managing director
(MD) and CEO of Green Delma
[nsurance Co Ltd, Anjan
Chowdhury, MD of Square
Consumer Products Ltd, Maj Gen
Amjad Ehan Chowdhury (Redd),
CEO of Agricultural Marketing Co
Ltd, M Azizul Hug, MD of
ClaxoSmithkline Bangladesh Lid,
Imtivaz Husein, chairman of
Imtiyaz Husain & Company,
Mahbub fimil, chalrman & MD of
Singer Bangladesh Ltd, NMihad
Kabir, partner of Syed Ishtiag
Ahmed & Associates, Qbaidur
Rahman Khan, director of
Transcraft Ltd and Syed Nasim
Manzur, MD of Apex Adelchi
Foorwear Limited.

Power adviser
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projects which cover large areas
wolttld get top priority in getting
electricirty.

Tapan mentioned that power
generation units have been over-
hauled for smooth supply of elec-
tricity during the season.

He said Barapukuria coal mine
would operate at full capacity in
two phases to feed adequate coal to
the adjoining 250MW power plant.
"We hope both the units of the
plant will be operating in the com-
ingseason,”

The adviser, however, said
despite all efforts, the power
department will have to resort to
load shedding although electricity
Hemand would be Jow across the
couritry in the current winter when
theirrigation season starts,

He said during the operation of
the irrigation pumps, there would
be huge reactive power which
might result in low-voltage in the
city's power-supply system but
added that Desa and Desco will

The power adviser said some
measures have already been taken
(n line with the suggestions made
by the investigation committeeina
bid to foresmall disaster in the
nitional grid in the future.

Upazila polls
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secretariat office, lgbal said: "The
present caretaker government
wants to complete the upazila
elections as the previous elected
governments didn'ttake any initia-
tive o hold such elections despite
having the opportunicy.”
Expressing doubts abour
upazila election under the future
elected povernment, he sald: "IF
this government does not hold the
upazila elections, [ don't think it
will tuke place in future.”
Responding to a query, the
LGRD adviser said there is no bar to
holding the upazile elections and
parlinmentiryelection together.
“There is precedence ofholding
national and upazila elections the
same day..The people of
Bangladesh has the experience of
casting thelr votes in owo ballot
papersatadme.”
lephal saicd there are many laws
for holding elections o Gity
Corporation, district council,
upazila parishad, pourashava and
union parishad. The governmentis
now thinking of formulating a new
lawbyintegrating the existing laws.
He informed thar a conference
of elected representatives of local
bodies would be held at the
Matdonal Parade Square in the city
on January 5 alming to strengthen
thelocal government bodies.

Tigers urged
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performance in our middle-order.
We can't afford to lose wickets so
quickly; we need to make better
decisions when the pressure [son.”

Ashraful, 23, was glad to have
the services of Test specialists
Habibul Bashar, Shahriar Nafees
and Enamul Haque, who flew into
Auckland yesterday. Bangladesh
have a single win In 49 Tests,
against Zimbabwe in 2004-05, and
Ashraful called on his plavers o
playhard against New Zealanel.

Assessing the opposition, who
were completely outclassed in o
two-Test series in South Alfrica
recently, Ashraful felr they were a
formidable side.

"I don't think New Zealand are
vulnerable in the Tests, despite
what happened o them in South
Africa," he said. "They're a good
side; they feht very hand and
they're especially tough to play in
theirownconditions.”

From Queenstown, Bangladesh
will travel to Dunedin to begin
preparations for the frst Test that
hegins oo January 4.

The second and final Test, also
the last maich of the tour, starts in
Wellingtonon January 12,
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Incredible insurance
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Bengal Art, in a letter (o the French
Ambassadar in Dhaka said, "Would
you consider an insurance value of
justfour million euros [Initally [twas
four million euros] sufficient for all
the trensuresofFrance?

"For this amount of maney you
cannat buy a frmgment of a painting
by Vincent van Gogh, but your gov-
emment considers this adequate

‘according w International stan-
dards’ for the cream of the art of
Ranglacesh."

It all appears m be a fnancal
fraud especially since an item like
Vajrasattva’ alone would be worth
the ol value of insurance, noted
Baurze, aspeciakistin Asunart.

Coming from the museum of
Malnamatii, the bronze statue of a
sitting Buddhaseems to beoneafthe
major attractions lor the Guimet
Museum authorities. [t5 piciure has
heen used on bath the frontand back
cavers of the catalogue for the now
cancelledexhibition.

Sufi Mustafizur Hahman, chair-
min of the archacology depiartment
at Jahangirnagie Unlversity said, "1
don't believe you can find another
Vajrasttava even (f you search the
whole world through. Tt is simply an
amazingworkofart.”

He abserved, "I'm not sure if in

the ninth or tenth cenmury when the
statue was sculpred here in
Bangladesh the other world would
know the metal moulding technal-
ogy”
Pointing to a clause of the agree-
ment that says the Guimet Museum
is entdtled to restore the arelacts
prior to the opening of the exhibi-
tion, one of the experts seeking
anonymity said, “It is indeed very
fishy.

"I don't think it is necessary to
restore all the artefacts before the
exhibit. [t may be hard to distdnguish
berween the origingl ones and the
restored ones withouta carbon test,”
theexpertadded.

Sufi Mustafizur Rahman said
Bangladesh has only two Pragya
Paromita, a 'Pala ern manuscripe
containing paintngs,

Lift emergency
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Abdul A Momen of Framingham
State College, US, Zainul Abedin,
regional chairman of US Small
Business Administration, Abu
Taleb, aresearcher on local govern-
ment and democratisation and
Munirul Islam were present at the
press conference.

The Bangladeshi expatriates in
the US demanded a reserved seat
in parliament for the expatriares,

*To hold a free, fair and credible

adesh, the -
£ shaufd liftTile
ul A Momen said.

emergency,”
Lauding government's anti-
corruption drive, Nurun Nabhi

observed that corrupt politicians
as well as war criminals should be
barred from contesting the polls
and they should be banned from
toking partin polidcs.

"There are about five lakh
Bangladeshi ecparriates U*.'mF in
the US, of which, nearly two lakh
are eligible for voters,” he said.

Enrolling them as vorers will not
be difficult, Nurun Nabi said add-
ing that they are ready to provide
the government with money o
carryout the task ifneeded.

He observed that identifying the
war criminals Is not hard since
there are many wimesses and
much evidence that confirm the
heinous crimes commited during
the LiberationWar of Bangladesh.

Abu Taleb said thar Bangladesh
might become a developed and
modern democratic country
within the year 2020, if democracy
isensured in 25 5ectors,

He hoped that the povernment
would maintain its roadmap of
holdinga free and fair election.

“The government was' sending
both of them. Except us, only
Cambridge University and India may
have such manuscripts. IF we loose
them nobody s ﬁnin’[} to give those
backtous,” he said.

It was known that only three
leaves of & manuscript like Progya
Paromitn were 4nld for $12,000
[around BO00 euros! each - at an
aucton in Europe. But according (o
the agresment, the nsurance cover-
age for more than 700 suchy leaves
hiad been seratonly 30,000 euros.

According to the iInsurmnce cover-
age mentioned i the agreement,
anly the borrower, the Guimet
Museum, could make a elaim on the
insurance.

Hesides, thers are other clouses
that go against theinterestoflenders,
three Bangladesh museums.

Forinstance, article nine prevents
recourse apainst the caniers, freight
agents, storage pperators, packers,
holders or guardians thareof, incluc -
ing the borrower's smif, and any
persan lending their support to the
organisationofthe exhibiton.

An expert said the whole thing
manifests poor negotiation skills of
the Bangladesh side. They could
hove murmed to UNESCO- for exper-
tise required o set out fair terms and
conditons in the agreement as-well
is i comprehensive insurance cover
fortheartworks,

A blood-stained
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lead the Islimic nation's largest
olitical party after his mother and
is prandfather Zulfigar Ali Bhutto,

who founded the Pakistan People's

Party (PPP) and was executed under

martial lawin 1979,

His futher Asif Ali Zardari mean-

while was appointed co-chaimman of
the parey.
Hilawal has already shown signs
of following in his mother's foot-
steps, enrolling earlier this year at
Oxford  University, where Benpazir
Bhutto was head of the prestigious
Oxford Uniondebating society.

Bilawal -- the name means "one
without equal® -- was bomn in
September 1988, a manth before his
mother won general elections under
military dictator Ziaul Haqg fo
become the first female prime minis-
terin theMuslimworld.

"I wentback o sleep andwoke up
w the sound of a congramlatory

unshot being fired outside the
Enspim[. the beating of drums and
cries of 'Tive i.'LonFLim: Bhutro,” the
slain opposition leader wrote in her
autablography: :

"The most celebrated and polit-
cally controversial babyin the history
ofPakistanhadbeenborn.” -

He and his two sisters went into
exile with their mother in 1999,
dividing their time between London—
and Dubai, where Bilawal attended
schoal.

Reports in local newspapers said
he was keen on ourdoor sports
including rarget-shooting and horse
riding.

At Benazir's funeral on Friday, he
was pictured looking composed
despite his grief, butanalystssay heis
perhaps tao young o be taking over
TJ‘IE[ h.

"Bilawal is just 19 years old, he
needs to be groomed," paolitcal
analyst and retired general Talat
Masood said before the (eenager's
appointment as chairof the PPF was
announced onSunday.

"They should let him complete
hiseducadan," hesaid.

ASIF ALI ZARDARI: Nicknamed
"Mr. Ten Percent” by Pakistanls
because of allegatons about kick-
backs from his wife's time in power,
Zardari, 51, has gone from playboy to
villain and now to grieving politcal
widower.

When he married into the Bhutto
political dynasey in 1987, Zardari,
then 31, was the little known scion of
a landowning polo-playing family
from southern Sindh province.

LLaden warns
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In Trag, a numberof Sunni Arab tribes
in western Anbar province have
formedacoalitionfightdngal-Qaeda-
linked insuwrgents that US officials
credit fordeeply reducing violence in
the province. The US military has
been working o form similar "Awak-
ening Councils” in other areas of
[rac

Eiiin Laden said Sunni Arabs who
have joined the Awakening Councils
"have betrnyed the nation and
brought disgrace and shame o their
people. They will suffer inlife and in
theafterlife.”

White House spokesman Tony
Fratto said bin Laden's tape shows
that al-Qaeda's aim is to block
demaocracy and freedom for all
Tragjis.

"Ttalso rerminds us that the mission
1o defeat al-Qaeda in Img is critcally
importani and must succeed,” Framo
saic. "The Iraqi people every day, and
in Increasing numbers are choosing
freedom mnd standing against the
murderous, hateful ideology of AQL
Andwestandwith them."

Several hours before the tpe was
issued, the top US commander in
[rag, Gen. David Petrasus, said al-
Qaeda was becoming increasingly
fearful of losing the support of Sunni
Aribs and had begun mrgedng the
leaders ofthe Awakening Councils.

Petmeus said al-Qasda attaches
“snormous importance” to "these
tribes thathave turned against them,
and to the peneral sense that Sunni
Arab communities have rejecied
them moreand morearound [rag.”

"They are trying to counter this
and they have done so by attacking
them,” which is increasingly turning
Sunnisagainseal-Qaeda, he said,

In the audiotape, bin Laden
denounced Abdul-Satcar Abu Risha,
the former leader of the Anbar

Awakening Council, who was killed
i o September barmbing claimed by
al-Oasda.

"The mast evil af the raitors ate
those who trade away their religion

The messape

for the sake of their mortal life,” bin
Laclen saic.

Bin Laden sald US and Irogi
officials are seeking to set up a "na-
tional unity povernment” joining the
country's Sunnis, Shiites and Kurds,

"Dur dury is to foil these danger-
ous schemes, which oy (o preveni
the establishinent of an slamic state
in Iraq, which would be a wall of
resistance against American
schemes to divide Ime, " hesaid.

He called on Iraq's Sunni Arabs to
rally behind the Islamnic State of Trag,
the insurgent umbrella group led by
al-Caeda. Besides the Awakening
Councils, some Sunni insurgent
groups that contnue o fght the
Americans have rejected the [slamic
State,

Bin [aden said Smmﬁisb should

ledge their allegiance to Abu Omar
gl-ljﬂghdaldi. the little knowm "emir™
or leader af the Islamic State of [raq.
LS officials have claimed that al-
Baghdadi does not exist, saying al-
Caedn created the name to give its
coalidon the illusion of an Iragi
leadership.

"Failure to give allegiance w the
emir after he has been endomsed
leads to great evils,” bin Laden
wamned. "Emir Abu Omar would
rather have his neck severed than
betray the Muslims ... Emir Abu
Omuar and his brothers are not one of
those who accept compromise or
meetingtheenemy halfway."

Theauthenticity of the tape could
not be independently confirmed.
But the volce resembled that of bin
Laden. The mpe was posted on an
Islamic militant Web site where al-
Oaedda’s mediaarm, Al-Sahab, issues

prOUp's MEssages.

the tape was the fith message
released by bin Loden-this:year &
flurry of sctvity after he went more
thanayearwithoutissuinganyapes.
span with a'Sept. B
| bire Ladlen for the
arfy threp years. The
es this year have been

. &
video that sh
first fime
other me

audiotapes.




