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Two Bangladeshi films screened at
“Rotterdam Film Festival
~Two Bangla feature films, Nirontor
directed’ by Abu Sayeed and
" Swapmodanay directed by Golam
' Rabbani Biplob, were screening at
- the 36th Iniemnational Film Festival
‘Rotterdam, Nciherlands. The

* festival was held from January 24 o
February4.

International Bangla Poetry Festi-
The First International Bangla
Poetry Festival was held at
Purbanchal Sanskriti Kendra in
Kolkata, India. The two-daylong
festival featured around 200 Ben-
gali poels and writers from all over
the world. Rabiul Hossain,
Nirmalendu Goon, Sajjad Kadir,
Nasir Ahmed, Anwara Syed Haque
among others from Bangladesh
participated at the festival,

Indigenous performing art festival
atShilpakala

A seven-day indigenous perform-
ingart festival, amanged by Depart-
ment of Theatre and Film, Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy (BSA),
was held at the Experimental Thea-
tre Stage from February 22. Indige-
nous performing art forms such as
Gazir Gran, Shong Pala, Kissa
Gaan, Manik Pirer Gaan, Allap,
Rayani and Kushan Gaan were
presented by folk artistes from
Jessore, Tangail, Kishoregoni,
Kushtia, Chapainawabganj,
Barisal, and Kurigram.

Eighth Mitsubishi Asian Chil-
dren's Ennild Festa commences
Eighth Mitsubighi Asian Children's
Enniki Festa 2006-2007 took place
at the Natonal Art Gallery, Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy on Feb-
ruary 23. The celourul art compe-

Jtition was first held in 1990 and is
held every two years with partici-
pants throughout Asja. The com-
pctition was being held under the
joint auspices of Mitsubishi Public
‘Affairs Comnmiltee, Asian Federa-

ion of UNESCO and the National

Federation of UNESCO Association
in Japan. 24 countries participated
atthefestival.

HISBC celebrates Bangla songs of
last100years
It was a rare octasion as some of
Bangladesh's best lyricists, com-
posers, and singers were under the
same roof. Though generations
apart, their love and passion for
minsic brought them together to
‘give music lovers a chance to expe-
_-rienee some gems ofBanghasangs.
| The event took shipe thrtagh
the untiring efiorts of HSBC Bank,
the organiser and sponsor of the
event, Titled "Shotoborsher Bangla
Gaan' (Hundred Years of Bangla
Songs) it was held at the Bangla-
desh-China Friendship Confer-
ence Centre. This was the second
such extensive initiative by HSBC
o celebrate the last 100 years of
Bangla music..

Natonal Theatre Festival

“‘The National Theatre Festival was
arranged by Banglodesh Group
Theatre Federation (BGTF) in
association with Bangladesh
‘Shilpakala Academy. The festival
‘started from March 5. Atthe 23-day

festival, 46 troupes staged one -

production each at two venues of
the academy -- National Theatre
-Stage and Experimental Theatre
‘Stage.

-Adivasi Cultural Festival in the city
“Athree-day Adivasi cultural festival
-kicked ofl on March 17 at Shawkat
‘Osman Memorial Auditorium,
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Public Library, Dhaka. The festival
was inaugurated by Basundhara
Dewin, the first fernale headman
of Chittagong Hill Tracts and Bazar
Chowdhury. The festival was
organised by Society for the Envi-
ronmeni and Human Develop-
ment (SEHD), in association with
22 NGOs. Christian Aid provided
financial support.

Documentary on Tajuddin
Ahmed premiered

Tajuddin Ahmed: The Unsung
Herp, 2100 minute long documen-
tary film by Tanvir Mokamme] on
the first prime minister of Bangla-
desh who organised the Liberation
War in the absence of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, was premiered at the
Shawkal Osman Memorial Audito-
rium on March 25,

The film brings to light the Liber-
ation War and the establishment of
anational consciousness by featur-
ing Tajuddin Ahmed as a politician

and anindividual,

Nazrul artistes honour Sohrab
Hossain and Sudhin Das

Nazrul Sangeet Shilpi Parishad
(NSSP), an organisation of Nazrul
artistes, celebrated the &§7th and
77th birth anniversaries of Nazrul
cxponents Schrab Hossain and
Sudhin Das respectively (both were
bornin April).

The programme was held at the
Nazrul Institute on April 16 at the
Kabibhaban auditorium,
Dhanmaondi.

3rd National Dance Festival '07
“Milechhi milon-e chhand-e
anand-c” -- with this slogan the 3rd
National Dance Festival 07,
arranged by Bangladesh Nritya
Shilpi Shangstha (BNSS), began at
the National Theatre Stage, Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy on April
23,

Thirteen troupes presented

classical dance forms such as
Kathak, Bharatnatyam, Manipuori
as well as folk-based perfor-
manees.

18th National Rabindra Sangeet
Festival

The 18th National Rabindra
Sangeet Festival organised by
Bangladesh Rabindra Sangeet
Shilpt Sangstha (BRSSS) began on
May 4 at the Showkat Osman Audi-
torium, Central Public Library at
Shahbagh.

The seven-day festival
featurcred solo performances by
around 150 noted and upcoming
Tagore artistes and group presen-
tations by 10 eultural organisations
from all corners of the country.

17th National Art Biennale '07

The much-awaited National Art
Biennale was inaugurated on June
17 at the Natonal Art Gallery,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
(BSA). The cxhibition was on till

July 16 and featured 373 artworks
by 247 artists, :

Ten artists were awarded by BSA
and other private organisations at
the 17th National Art Biennale,
Debashish Pal, for his “Contempo-
rary Portrait of Bangladesh-3", won
the BSA Grand prize worth BDT
51,000. The BSA Honourable Men-
tion Awards went io Tarigue
Zulfikar for “Simulacrum-27,
Amirul Mominin Chowdhury for
“Nuhash” and the “Alien-32" and
Ashraful Hassan for “Tree-man”
and "Wall-3".

Celebrating the Santal Upsurge

152nd anniversary of Santal
Upsurge was celebrated on June 30.
The "Santal Upsurge” of 1855,
better known as the Santal Hool, is
one of the most widely known
movements in the Subcontinent
againsi the British Raj. Tt took place
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in Bihar, Orissa and Bengal,

The upsurge began on Junc 30
through & mobilisation of 10,000
Santals at Bhagnadihi, who
declared a rebellion against the
British colonists. 1t was led by two
brothers, Sidhu and Kanhu (hence
the event is also referred to as the
“Sidhu-Kanhu Day") who led the
armed insurrection initially against
zamindars and mahajans and
subsequently against the police
and the Britisharmy.

Cityeell-Mahakal Theatre Festival
07

Citycell-Mahakal Theatre Festival
07, arranged by Mahakal
Natyasampradaya was held in Tuly
at the Experimental Theatre Stage.
The 11-day theatre festival contin-
ued tll July 25 with a gap of two
days.

Commercial release of “Matir
Molna” in Kolkata

Matir Moina, the internationally
acha.immli film directed by Tareque
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flnod victims. The cight-day long
festival began on August 30. Popu-
lar plays were staged at the festival,

Soumitra Chatterjee in Dhaka
Acclaimed film actor Soumitra
Chatterjec came to Dhaka in Sep-
tember to attend a retrospective of
his films organised by
Chalachitram Film Society. As part
ol the silver jubilee celebration of
Chalachitram Film Society, the
retrospective was held from Sep-
tember 6 to 8 at Shawkal Osman
Memorial Aunditorium of Central
Public Library.

Celebrating 100 years of

“Charjapada” discovery

Goethe-Institut, Bangladesh held a
literary evening, titled Charjapada:
The Beginning of Bangla Poetry on
September 4, to mark 100 years of
discovery of the Charjapada, the
ancient manuscripl bearing early
examples of Bangla, Assamese and
Oriya. The manuscript was discov-
ered by Haraprasad Shastri in 1907.

Masud and produced by Catherine
Masud, had its commercial release
in Kolkata on July 31 at scveral
theatres such as Nandan. Thisis for
the first time that a Bangladeshi
movie was released commercially
in India.

Theatre festival in aid of flood
victims

To lend a hand to the flood victims,
department of Theatre and Music
of University of Dhaka arranged a
weeklong theatre festival at
Natmondal, The festival was held
from June 22 to 28, Two plays were
staged each day. Proceeds from
ticket sales were donated to the
fland victims. Plays directed by the
students of the department, wrere
staged at the festival.

Bungladesh Group Theatre
Federation (BGTF) and Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy (B3A) also
jointly arranged a theatre festival at
the Wational Theatre Stage in aid of

The evening included discussion
and reading from Bangla, German
and English translations of
Chartjapada.

Nine Bangladeshi films screencd
at the South Asian Film festival
Nine Bangladeshi digital films
participated at the weeklong South
Asian Film Festival in New Delhi,
India, starting from October 24,
Participating films from Bangla-
desh were: Morshedul Islam’s
Khelaghar, Mukiir Gaan by
Tareque Masud and Catherine
Masud, Balughodi by Razibul
Hossain, Cholurtho Maitra by Norul
Alam Atigue, Shomapti by Tanveer
Hassain Probal, T¥n-er Talwar by
Asutosh Sujan, Scripnweriter by
Kamruzzaman Kamu, Une
Manushby Mostafa Sarwar Parooki
and Garam Bhaat Othoba Nichhol:
Bhoot-er Golpoby Animesh Aich.

India Bangladesh Festival of
Books and Writers

To get writers, publishers and
academics together with the hope
of forming a platform for working
out the modalities for an casier
cxchange of books and ideas, a five-
day India Bangladesh Pestival of”
Books and Wrilers was inaugurated
at the Independent University,
Bangladesh (IUB) November 2.
High Commissioner of India, Pinak
Ranjan Chalzavarty inaugurated
the festival. Professor Serajul Islam
Chowdhury was present as the
guest ol honour,

Task force's recent drive against
obscenitly and piracy

Atthe end of the year, the task force
initiated a massive drive against
vbscenity and piracy -- two major
issues that Dhaliwood (the Dhaka-
based film industry) has been
grappling with. The task force
raided the possible places in search
of 'cut picces’ featuring vulgar and
obscene clips that are added 1o
films, and officials are arresting
individuals invelved with such
activities.

After the successful drive by the
task forces, directors, aclors, pro-
ducers and other involved persons
with the film industry hope for a
revival in theindustry.

“Swapnodanay” wins special jury
award at IFF1

Five months after winning the
Asian Talent Award at Shanghai
Film Festival, Bangladeshi film
director Golam Habbani Biplob's
feature film Swwapnodanay (On The
Wings of Dream) bagged the spe-
cial jury award at the 38th Interna-
tional Film Festival of India (IFFT)
inPanaji, Goa, on December 3.

Iniernational Docufilm Pestival
held at Liberation War Museum
The Znd TWM International Festi-
val of Docufilms on “Liberation
and Hurnan Rights” began at the
Liberation War Museum on
December 3. Thirty documentaries
-- 011 walr, cTimes against humanily
and demanding justice -- from
cleven countries were screened in
four eategorics: 'International
Panorama', "Bangladesh Pan-
oramna’, 'Country Focus' and "Doc-
umenting 71",

This year's festival was dedi-
cated to the memories of Abdus
Salam, a freedom fighter from
Khulnareginn,

Sroneaters” wins Grand Prixin

Paris

Bangladeshi Filmmaker Shaheen

Dill-Riaz's feature-length docu-
mentary Lelrakkor (Ironcaters) on
the workers of ship-breaking yards
in Chittagong, has won the Graned
Prix -- the first prize -- at thie Paris
International Environmenial Film
Festival 2007 {Festival International
duFilm d'Environnement).

A total number of 41 filims {fn-
cluding full-length fiction, full-
length documentaries and short-
films) from 30 countries parlici-
pated in the competition. The
festival took place from November
21t 27.

“Ahal” screened al three interna-
tional film festivals

Recently, Enamul Karim Nirjhar's
film Aha! was screened at three
international festivals -- Cairo
International Film Festival, Sifk
Koad Film Festival and Dubai
Interpational Film FPestival. The
fili's tour began in late November
and conlinued till mid December.
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In remembrance. ..

The cultural arena of Bangladesh lost some of its
mos! lalented sfars in the year 2007. This is a trib-
ute to the personalities whose demise have left an

irreparable void in their respective fields:

RosyAfsari

Noted [ilm actress Rosy Afsari died
an March 8 of kdney faflure, She
was 60,

A prolific actress of a period that
is often refermmed to as the "golden
era’ of Bangladeshi cinema, she is
best known for her roles in films
like Shurjo Grahan, Shurjo
Shangram, Jibon Thekey Neya and
Titas Ekti Nadiy Naarm. Her perfor-
mances in films targeted towards a
more mature audience were highly
praised. Her unique presence was
often the main object of interest in
these films.

In her career spanning over four
decades, Rosyhad acted in over 200
films. Some of her hit films are
Sangam, foarbhata, otk Asha,
Neel Akasher Nichey, Lathial,
Oshiklkhite, Bela Shesher Gaan,
Protilarand many more.

Pranab Bhatta
Noted novelist and  playwright
Pranab Bhatta breathed his last on
September 3. He died from a
cardiacarrest.

Bhalta was born on January 5,
1950 in Maizdi, Noakhali, He
received recognition for his novels
and plays. Several TV plays written
by him including Shirshabindu,
Shonar Kenkon, Bonyar Cholhe Jol
and others became popular.
Amang his novels, Preyoshi, Bolo
Trermi Kar, AbTimand, Antorey Tumi
and Batl are notewaorthy. He also
wrote the script of the film Wrong
Number (1985},

Black Anwar
Actor Black Anwar passed awsy on
November 10 after a cardiac arcest,
Hewas 67, o
Black Anwar washorn on july 10,
1941 in Sutrapur, Dhaka. His debut
film was Shuorani Drworani. Over
the decades Anwar had acted in
numercus films, TV plays, stage
plays and TV commercials. Known
primarily for his comic roles, the
arlisle was a familiar face to the
audicnce. His roles in Anoloprem,
Oshanto Dhen, Shakkhi, Shoth
Bhai and more camed him popu-
larity. Hislast filmywas Kebuliuwala,

Sanjib Chowdhury
Popular band Dolchhut's singer
and journalist Sanjib Chowdhury

died on Novemnber 19,

Along with Bappa Majumder,
Sanjib formed Dolchhutin Novem-
ber 1996, In 1997, Dolchhut
released their first album, tited
ARl Dalchhut's second album,
Hridoypur soon became a hit, He
rendered several popular songs of
this album titled Ami tomakei bole
dibo, Gari eholena and Bioscope.
His rendition of Tornar Bhanj Kholo
in the film Bachelor became very
popular.

Sanjib was also a journalist, He
was the feature writer of many
esteemed Bangla dailies like Afker
Kagaj, Bhorer Kagoj and others.

Abinash Chandra Shill

Renowned dotara player Abinash
Chandra Shill passed away on
December 6 at the age of 54. The
musician died from aheart attack.

The youngest son of dotara
maestto and music composer
Kanai Lal Shill, Abinash began his
music career atanecarlyapge,

Abinash Chandra Shill was a
Freedom Fighter. He was alsa a
member of the Swadhin Bangla
Betar Kendra.

Mahbub ul Alam Chowdhury
Language Movement veteran and
poet Mahhub ul Alam Chowdhury
passed away on December 23 at the
ageofB2. :

He wrote the first pocm on
"hmar Ekushey' Kandie ashini,
phashirdabinive cshechil,

Since 1948, when Urdu was
proposed as the only state lan-
guage of Pakistan, Mahbub Ul
Alam gotl actively involved in the
protest activities. On February 20,
1952, Mahbuhb fell ill while working
al the dock and raflway arcas of
Chittagong to mobilise the lubour-
ersinthestrike called the next day,

On the evening of February 21,
Mahbub Ul Alam learnt that the
police had opened fire on proces-
stons, which caused death of "40
activists” as mentigned in his
poem.

On February 23, worker leader
Chowdhury Harunur Rashid
recited the poem al & meeting. On
February 24 the Pakistan govern-
nent banned the poem and issucd
awarrant against him.

The poem remained banned till
the birth of Bangladeshin 1971.
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