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I Na f].mmgtlc development

which shows the depth af the

crisis EILP_'B.hElilII over the
asspssination of Benazir Bhutto,
the government yesterday called
for her body to'be exhumed to
settle the question of howshe
died,

The charjsmatic political leader
was burfed in a sealed coffin on
Friday, less than 24 hours after she
died in an attack by a suicide
bomber at a rally in Rawalpindi.
The caretaker Prime Minister of
Pakistan, Mohammad Mian
Soomro, told the Cabinet that Ms
Bhutto's hushand, Asif Ali Zardari,
had insisted on no autopsy, astate-
ment he has not-contested. Buc
conflicting accounts of how she
died, and disputes over who bore
responstbilicy, have fuelled rioting
that by yesterday had claimed
more than 40 lives and caused tens
of millions ofdollars of damage.

Suspizions over the complicity of
Pervez Musharraf's government in
the killing were fuelled by its filure
to order & post-mortem, regardless
of Mr Zardari's wishes, and the fact
that the scene of the bombing was
washed down with a high-pressure
hose within an hour, removing
potental forensic evidence. Under
the criminal law of Pakistan, an
autopsy should have been manda-
tory; according to a leading lawyer,
Athar Minallah. "It is absurd
because without nutopsy it is not
passible to investigate,” he said. "Is
the state not interested in reaching
the perpe:cmtqm of this heinous
crime, orwas thered cover-up?*

Yesterday an Interior Ministry
spokesman said an offer bad been
made to Ms Bhutto's famify and her
Pakistan People's Party (PPP] to
exhume her remains for sclentfic
examination. There was no imme-
diate cesponse. But in her ancestral
village ‘of Maudero in muml Sindh
proyince; where she was buried
beside her father, Zulfikar Ali
Bhutte, pnd where her husband was
eceiving a streamn of mourners
offering condolences among them
his wifey's ;fapmer. bitter,-politieal
rival, Nawnz Sharif  supporters

continued to accuse the govern-
me:nufmarpnnslbllllyl'nrhurdearh

Ms Bhuitto died as she was leav-
ing the rally on Thursday evening,

The car in which she was travelling
was bullet- and blast-proof, but she
hadstood up through the open roof
to wave to hersupporters when the
atfackers approached. Two or three
shots were heard seconds before
the explosion. -

Doctors at the hospital where she
wais taken initially said she had been
shot twice, but some of them later
said thecause nfdeath wasshrapnel
from the explosion. On Friday,
however, the Interfor Ministry said
Ms Bhutto had suffered no bullet or
serious shrapnel wounds, and the
car's other occupants had been
unharmed by the bomb explosion,
whichkilled atleast 20 other people.
Instead & new explanation was put
forward: the charismatic palitical
leader had fmctured her skull as the
blast from the bomb slammed her
into the handle which opened the
car'sroof.

The claim that her death was
accidental, and the innouncement

that intercepted phone calls
showed al-Qa'ida carried out the
bombing, were seen by her sup-
porters as an atternpt by the gov-
ernment (o deny any blame for her
killing. "To hear that Ms Bhutto fell
from an impact from a bump on a
sunroof s absolutely rubbish,”
Sherry Rehman, a PPP spokes-
woman who was with her at the
time, sald yesterday. "There was a
clear buller wound at the back of
the neck. It went in one direction
and came out another ... My entire
car is coated with her blood, my
clothes, everybody so she did not
concuss her head apainst the
suneoof.”

HBabar Awan, a senior party

‘official, said the surroof claimibas

"false". He had seen her body and

there were at least two bullet
mirks, one in the neck and one on
the top of the head. "It was o tar-
geted, planned killing. The Aring
wals from more than one side,” said
MrAwan,

Although the violence in the
wake of the killing is fairly sporadic
by Pakistani stundards, the country
has been paralysed during the
three days of mourning declared
for Ms Bhutto, ending tomarrow,
The government said 176 banks, 72
train carriages and 18 statons had
been destroyed, and petrol stations
acrnss the counmoy were closed for
fear of attack, creating long queues
of cars at the few that remained
open. Many flights were cancelled,
leaving passengersstranded.

with shops shuttered \in many
paris of Pakistan, there were fears
offood shortages. In Karachi, scene
ofsome of the worst outbreaks, the
police were authaorised to open fire
onrioters [Fthey were attacked, and
three people were Killed ina clash
yesterday as food stores were
Iooted. "There was bound to be a

said

reaction to such a tragedy,"
Farhat Hayat, a senior Karachi
police officer. "Hopefully the situa-
tion will calm down over the com-

ing days. We are monitoring things
veryclosely.”

The accusatons of Ms Bhutto's
close associates, and the reaction
of her followers on the streets, are
only part of the pressure on
President Musharraf, who is facing
conflicting demands to quitand to
delay the election, scheduled for B
Tanuary, which he had hoped
would legitimise his increasingly
unpopular regime, AL the urging of
Britain and America, increasingly
concerned at the growlng strength
of Istamist extremism in Pakistan,

"he it 'sodghe @ power-shiring

deal with Ms Bhutto under which
she was allowed o return from
eightyears inexile.

The loss of the PPP leader, who
for all her fluws was the only deter-
minedly secular political leader in
Pakistan, leaves Western policy in
disurray. After the 9/11 attacks the
S set aside its criticism of Mre
Musharraf, who as chief of the
army seized power from Mr Sharif
in 1999, and set him up as a bul-
witrk in its "war on terror”. Since
2001 Pakistan has received neacly
S1lbn (£5.5hn) In American aid,
butMr Musharraf’s lackof a demo-
cratic mandate has not only made
him unable to deal with Islamist
militancy but has forced him to
compromisewith il

Extremist Influence in parts of
the military and intelligence estab-
lishment of this nuclear-armed
state have led some analysts to
conclude that Pakistan is nowmore
of a danger to world peace than
Afghanistan, from where the 3/11
attacks were carried out, The situa-
tion in 2001, when the US, Britain
and their allies intervened in
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Afghanistan to oust al-Qa’ida and
its Taliban hosts, has now reversed.
Instead of Afghanistan threatening
to destabilise the region, it is
Pakistan, and particularly its
ungovernable tribal areas along the
border, where al-Qa'lda and the
Taliban have (ed, that has become
the problem.

The 44,000 Nato troops, 7,800 of
them British, who are batding to
prevent a Tallban resurgence in
Afghanistan will never succeed
while their opponents have bases
across the border from which they
can attack with impunily. But
intense pressure on Mr Musharraf
to deal with the insurgents on his
own territory has been of lictle
avail. Not only were the Pakistani
army's sometimes hall-hearted
incursions into the tribal areas
bloodily repulsed, with hundreds
of soldiers being captured, but
Paldstan has paid the price in an
upsurgeof terrorism.

* The country is under assault
from al-Qa'ida, which has issued a
steady Aow of demands for the
overthrow of Mr Musharraf, and
local allies. The week before last
their target was a former govern-
ment minister, Aftab Sherpao. He
survived a suicide atitack on a
mosgue, but 50 others died. This
year, there have been dozens of
similar bloody attacks, largely
against the military and police,
displaying highly sophisticated
capability and intelligence.
Hesponsibility for the attempted
assassination of Mr Sherpao was
claimed, unusually, by a new
organisation called Tehreek
Taliban-i Pakistan, which is an
attempt to unite the Taliban-
ingpired groups operating In the
country. In short, the Pakistani
version of the Taliban has fused
with al-Qa'ida.

Benazir Bhutto had promised
thatifshe wns elected prime minis-
ter, she would have allowed Nato
forces to strike across the border
against al-Qa'ida and it tribal
allies. This clearlymade hera target
for the extremists, and the attack
on her bore all their hallmarks. Yet
Pakistan has always been a country
where political trust is absent,
inflammatory rhetoric is common-
place and consplracy theories
relfm supreme.

In this-atmosphere, many were
sceptical about the government's
claim that telephone intercepts
showed Baltullah Mehsud, a tribal
militantoperating from the [awless
South Wazirds tan area, had ordered
the killing. Fle was said to have
called afterwards o congratulate
those immediately in chiarge of the
operation; a spokesman for the
militantleaderdenied it.

In many respects, this was simply
the latest in o series of bombings
that have caused increasing tension
in Pakistan because no on can be
sure who is carrying them out. Mo

‘official findings have been mide

public on the perpetrators of the
previous attack on Ms Bhutto, in
Karichi on 18 Octaber, the day she
returned from eightyears in exile.
She herself, and many ordinary
people in Paldstan, belicved that
elements of the army and the intel-
ligence agencies are behind the
bombings. Bul securily experts
think thatwhile there may be rogue
officers within the army and intelli-
gence that provide help to mili-
tants, the wholesale involvement
of the state is improbable, For one
thing, it is the army iselfthat is the

main target of the explosions. The
Inter-Services Intelligence argani-
sation, often accused of under-
cover political aperations and
killings, has been hit by two huge
bombs on buses this year that
killed scares of its officers as they
were going towork,

The MQM, the Karachi-based
party which draws its suppaort from
Urdu speakers who fled India at
Partition, has come under suspi-
cion., It had a history of violent
clashes with the Pakistan People's
Party in the 1990s, and some
helieved it could be involved in the
attacks on Ms Bhutto. However,
while there is evidence that the
MOM has been [nvolved in extor-
tion, beatings and murder, it does
notseem able ormotivated to carry
out anything on the scale of the
bombings on 18 October and 27
December.

"Bhurtto's death will exponen-
tially exacerbate the existing state
of political unrest, because the
blame will fall on Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf's
regime,” sald Kamran Bokhari,
director of Middle Enst analysis at
consultancy Strategic Forecasdng.

"This situation benefits the
Taliban and al-Qa'ida, and their
supporters who would want
Pakistan's security forces to be
busy containing politdeal unrest
and violence rather than perform-
ing counter-jihadist operntions
focused on north-western
Pakistan."

The Pakistan Peaple's Party has
been left hollow. Founded by Ms
Bhutto's father, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
it works as an [nstitutionalised cult
for the Bhutte family. The alle-
ginnce of its followers was to the
memory of Mr Bhutto, who was
enormously popular among
Pakistan's poor, and through him
to Ms Bhutto. The party never held
internal elections Benazir namad
herself "president for life" and
never allowed other senior officials
to become natonal fgures. The
deputy leader ol the party, Amin
Bahim, is respectod, but he lacks
charisma and could in no way
replace her.

So who could inherit this
dynasty? Mr Zardari has been most
prominent. since his wile's death,
and said yesterday that a meeting of

the PEP central committes would be.

held soon. He also announced that
the couple's eldest child and only
son, Bilawal, a 19-year-old student
in his Gt term at Oxford University,
would read out his mother's will
today. Asked whether he could take
over as PPP leader, Mr Zardari said
hewas oo young”.

What about Mr Zardari himsel?
What did the will say? Mr Zardari,
who said vesterday he had only just
became acquainted with the docu-
ment's cuntents. told questioners
to "wait and see". But few see him
a5 @ plausible leader in the longer
term. Mot only is he not from the
tap tier of Sindh's feudal families,
as the Bhuttos are, he remains
entangled in corruption investiga-
tions in several countries outside
Pakistan, where he benefited from
the political deal that brought him
and his wife in from the cold. Now
she is gone, he could be vulnerable
OICE mMote.

Henozir's mother, Begum Nusrat
Bhutto, is too old, and in poor
health. Her sister Sanam, the only
surviving child of Zulfikar, has
alwiys avolded political Involve-
ment. There are other people in

public life with the name of Bhutto,
but they are estranged by the tan-
gled history ofthe family.

Unless an autopsy resolves the
quesdon of how Benazir died, her
death will remain as much of @ mys-
tery us those of her father, the man
who ousted himy, and her brother.
Zulfkar, who was overthrown by his
army chief, General Zia ul-Hag, and
sentenced to death by a military
court, was hurriedly burled in 1979
under strict army supervision. No
autopsy was carried out, despite
claims that he was actually tortured
mdeath, nothanged.

In 1988, when General Zia was
blown out of the sky, his remains
were never handed over for scien-
tificexamination. The explosionon
board his aircraft has never been
explained. As for Ms Bhutto's
brother, Murtaza, he had fllen out
with the family and formed a guer-
rilla group to oppose military rule.
[n 1996, when his sister was prime
minister, he was gunned down in
Karachi during a clash with police.
No pollcemen were ever charged in
connection with the Incident,
which remains murky.

In other circumstances
Murtaza's 25-year-old journalist
daughter Fatlma might be seen as
HBenazir's heir, She is as intelligent

and feisty as heraunt, but cesse=*

lessly artacked her in her newspa-
per columns, always referring o
her as "Mrs Zardari” to emphasise

that she was influenced more by "

her husband than her father. Hut
she did pay her respects in
Naudero, leaving open the possi-
bilityofareconciliation.

Then there is a family elder,
Mumtaz Bhutto, who resented
Benazir's seizure of the limelight.
Her less than principled deal to
share power with President
Musharraf gave him ammunition
he said they were conspiring to
"serip Pakistan's bones clean” but
it remains to be seen whether he or
anyone else can hold the PPP
together and pravent it collapsing
into factions. What seemns certain (s
that the party will not want the
elections tao be held nextweelk.

Mr Sharil's Pakistan Muslim
League-N said after the assassina-
tion that it would now boycott the
poll. Even the MQM, which is
closely allied to President
Musharraf, called for the election
tobe postpaned.

What is clear [s that it is not

paossible to campaign normally any
more publicgatherings are just too
dangerous, But without rallies and
meetings, many would contend
that any election lacked legitimacy.

* The government, aware that the US

hasbeen pressing for an election to
legitimise its "war on terror”, has
heen inskiting that [t will go ahead,
but many believe it [s waiting for
street violence to die down before
announcing a postponement, It is
holding consultations with the
political parties, in the hope that
they will sanction the decision and
avoid the appearance of authori-
tacianism.

Given Pakistan's turmoil, the
internatinnal community is likely
to dccept i temporary postpone-
ment of the elections, Members of
Paldstan's political class and ana-
lysts are in agreement that the
government will have to steer the
country back towards stability. Buct
toolonga deliy could raise another
possthility: that the milicary might
stepin.

It is common in Pakistani poli-
tics for whoever s out of power to
demand that the incumbents be
removed by the generals and for
fresh electdons to be called. But
numerous previous interventions
in politics have made most military
commaeanders highly wary of
becoming entangled in politics,
and President Musharraf, who
daffed his uniform only this
month, has taken care to put close
associates inkey positions.

Some troops have already been
deployed in Pakistan's major cities,
however, to quell the violence
trippered by Ms Bhutto's assassina-
tion, and there are suggestions that
any further unrest could take the
country back to the imposition of
martial law.

Last month, President
Musharmaf handed over control of
the 500,000-strong army to General
Ashiag Parvez Kayani. He is widely
admired as a professional soldier
with no obvious political ambi-
tions, and is Favoured by
Washington, He is said to want to
pull the army out of politics and
restore some of its damaged repu-
tation.

But as President Musharraf's
future looks [mereasingly uncer-
tain, Pakistan's chiel sponsors may
hegin to explore otheroptions.

The US could greenlight a tem-
porary army takeover with the

provision that elections are held as
soon as order is restored. President
Musharraf, widely considered a
source of instability, would be
removed. And Gen Kayani would
step in with the promise of free nnd
fairelections in a matter 6fmonths.
In Pakistan's troubled history, this
would be nothing new. After the
street demonstrations of 1968 that
called for the end of military dicta-
torship, Field Marshal Ayub Khan
was asked to step aside and his
deputy, Gen Yahya Khan took over,
[n 1970, he presided over Pakistan's
first rruly democratic election, and
onestill considered its fairest.

But many generals have taken
powerinamilitarycoupand prom-
ised a quick return to democracy.
Gen Zia-ul-Hag, Pnki;{fnn's [t
gest-serving dictator, said he
intended to hold elections within
"90 days". He stayed for 11 years.
And Gen Musharraf, who famously
declared in 1999, "I will not perpet-
uatte rnyself”, hasyettoletgo.

Future of the dynasty

Asif All Zardari 51, Benazir's
widower. Married in 1987, they had
three children. Like his wife, he Is
from a Sindh feudal family, though
much less prominent. He became
known as "Mr 10 Per Cent® during
her periods in office, and charges of
corruption . agninst - him mag-he,
revived now Benazirisgone, o

Bilawal Zacdari 19, Benazir's
eldest child and only son, is in his
first term at Oxford University, His
father says he is too young to suc-
ceed, but today heis due to read out
his mother's will, which may spell
out his future. Significandy, her
Karachi residence was named
Bilawal Houseafterhim, _

Sannm Bhutto 50, the only survi-
yor among Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's four
children. Devoted to het elder sister
Henazir she wentwith herinto exile
she has always shunned politics.
Her teenage daughter Azadi is
regarded as equally unlikely o ke
up the familymantle,

Fatima Bhutto 25, Benazir's
niece, shares her intelligence
and looks, but accused her aunt
of complicity in the death of her
father, Murtaza. He had fallen
out with his sister, and was shot
dead by police in 1996, while
she was PM. But Fatima has
joined Benazir's mourners,
possibly signalling a return to
the fold.

Courlesy, The independant, UK.
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Benazir's
s e
would have been alive

B today and sddressing a

public rally at this very moment had
she not been overwhelmed by her
feelings for party workers who were
standing at the Liaquat Bagh gate.
She emerged from the sunroof of
her Land Cruiser and was shot dead
{as was initially reported) by an
unknown assassin who then alleg-
edly blewhimselfup.

Her vehicle was bulletproof and
the suieide blast would not have
affected her, like the other passen-
gers in the vehicle, had she
remained inside,

Wewill probably neverbe ahleto
find out who masterminded her
kit e who was actuadly her
agsassin. Tet alone this gagass
Hion we have yet (o unrm
mysteries surrounding the deaths
of past leaders. Benazir was hit on
College Road ataround 5.20 pm.

By.9 pm, the municipality in
Rawalpindi had washed theroad in
record time. Benazir was buried by
5 pm the next day in her ancestral
village, and thusanother chapter of
our history has been washed and
Buried in the midst of clumsiness
andnonsensicality.

Eh:m: hee living in Rawalpindi
and‘ Islnmuhaﬂ. for almost four
decades now and have hardly

ENAZIR. Bhutto probably

security was lax

missed a public meeting at Liaquat
Bagh. The Dec 27 rally in the Bagh
was the smallest that Benazir ever
held there, [ was astonished to sce
that almost two-thirds of the
ground was empty which could be
attributed to the public's disap-
proval of Benazir's deal with
President Musharrafor the fearofa
suiclde attack.

Despite this, | was astonished o
hear some of the media folks
repeatedly stating in their broad-
casts that the mlly was big. [ was
sitting on top of the same traller on
which all the electronic mediamen
were placed in the press enclosure.

It was officially announced that
the meeting would commence at
11.30 am but Benazir reached the
venue at around 3 pm.This was late
even by her own standacds but she

15 probably waiting for the
ground to be flled.

Her speech was preceded by the
major candidates from this region
making speeches and she then

ook the mike,

I have heard many of her
speeches nnd this was pechaps one
of her finest, not in terms of the
content but for her exemplary
delivary. Shee mostly talked about
her father, Zulfikar All Bhueo, and
his achievements and ostensibly
avoided dwelling on the current
political situation in the country,
She particularly avoided criticising

President Musharraf.

She did not name any of her
opponents by name but instead
called them “polidcal orphuans”,
She sounded and genuinely
appeared very happy.

She finished her speech, quickly
gotoff the stage and sat in her Land
Cruiser. The security was good
within the premises and nobody
was allowed to enter without being
frisked and passing through a
scanning machine, The assassin,
however, approached Benazir's
vehicle when it left the Liaguat
Bagh precincts and came on to
College Road across Gordon
College.

It was then that the sulcide
homber approached her and struck
the faal blow. The car carrying
Benuzir left, without anyone know-
ingas towhathad happened toher

Miny of those associated with
Benazir's security and the relevant
government functionaries may say
that suicide bombing cannot be
completely avoided. [t is an alto-
gether different question as to
where these hombers receive thelr
ammunition and ralning and why
have we so far been unable to catch
a single mastermind of these
atracks.

However, Benazir did not die
from the bombing but probably of
punshot wounds, And the strategy
adopted by her security staff to

surround her with Bennzle Janesars
was obviously not effective and
kind ofcruel.

[t at least appeared to me that
the police, most of which had come
from other cities for some
unknown reason, was alert at the

start of the meeting but soon
relaxed once the speeches started.
Soon lethargy caught up with them
and almaost all of them could be
seen chatting in groups of three or
four enjoying peantits on a beauti-
ful sunnyafternoon.

A policeman sitting on a chair In
the press enclosure with a stick in
his hand constantly irritated me,
looking like he had come to watcha
stage drama. Four young guys,
three of them incidentally bearded,
stood alertly on the ground next to

the stuge, with automatic weapons.
There were one or two policemen
on top of some of the buildings,
pitrticularty on the side of College
Road where the blast took place.

The problem started with the
exit points. Apparently there were
not enough policemen deployed
around Ms Bhutto's vehicle, as can
be seen from the last photographs
of that momentous event.

I had approached the press
enclosure gate on College Road
when the blast wok place; [ was
thus less than 30 feet from the site.
The gate was locked. I rushed
towards the wall to see what had
happened. [ still remember the
bewildered faces of policemen
looking at me rather than towirds
the blast site; some female police
officers had huddled into a corner
and afewwere crying.

[ rushed towards the blast site
and sadly not a single policerman
had arrived on the scene. More
than 20 badly burnt bodies were
lying on College Road. Most spec-
tators were simply hysterfcally,
shouting or beating their heads In
shockand daze.

Few had dared to reach the spot
as perhaps everybody was scared
of a follow-up blast. [ wes quickly
Inoking for survivors; [ saw a guy
breathing buchis lower portdon was
‘destroyed. Two lel]uw[aw\rcn WEre

E lying dead, with one guy's face on

the ground.

He appeared to me to be a close
jiyala friend and [ thus apprehen-
sively tried to swerve him to one
side to see his face. Sticky stuff
stuck to my bands which [ can still
feel. [t was not my blend but was
another lawyerin his uniform.

The tragic part is that the police
was not there to help the people lift
the injured and the dead bodies,
This was either being done by civil-
jans or later by the ambulance crew
who immediately started reaching
the place but it took them about an
hour and a half to clear the whole
ared. The police should be asked o
lend a helping hand in such
endeavours, or {5 their task simply
limited to cordoning off areas?

One police officer had drawn a
circle with his stick around the
head of the alleged bomber and
was hysterically and repeatedly
abusing the bomber's sister.
Sometimes it appears tiome thatan
evil force has drawn n eircle aroand
our beloved countryaswell.

Benazir, however, left the Land
of the Pure happily as she was
euphoric in her last moments and
wats happy with her last public rally
and her speech. She died happily
but left her nation in a shock that
will take decades toshake off.
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