SEFEETEE Tt

T a———

R R R R R IR

P S e

N s Sam e

A SR N

iR S

L Lo bt

iy b T e L Tk, S2RE

i —wwd b B By o e

— ——

i @hr;ﬁ' giﬁ[g ﬁtﬂr DHAKA SunpAY Decemser 30, uu'r

elined from the sidewalks

Study of a sample 160-metre hurdle for pedestrians

Rizanuzzanan LASKAR

The sidewalks of Dhaka have
all the elements to turn even
the most mild-mannered per-
sonintoaraving lunatic.

The encroached sidewalks
strewn with nuisances such as
littered debris, garbage, over-
flowing dumpsters, workshop
equipment and construction
material along with missing or
damaged slabs, open man-
holes, overpowering smell of
urine and human faeces make
taxpayers wonder if they have
earned any right to walk freely
onthestreetsatall.

You do not need to walk
along the thousands of metres
of sidewalks in the city to find
out about their poor condition
-~ just taking a stroll down the
sidewalk next to your home

would do.

The sidewalk stretching
from Baro Moghbazar inter-
section to the rail gate on
Shaheed Tajuddin Saraniis one
such sidewalk in the city. When
it comes to street nuisances,
this nearly 160-metre long
sidewalk ticks all the
checkboxes.

For starters, 'watch where
you tread' would be a good
piece of advice for a pedestrian
walking down this sidewalk.
The track Is treacherous --
dotted with potholes and
unfinished manhole openings,
littered with all sorts of waste,
from gas cylinders to construc-
tion debris.

If you do not watch your
steps on this uneven and haz-
ardous trail, you might find

yourself lying on the ground
with a twisted ankle orbumped
nose,

Having tiptoed your way
acrass the path, get ready fora
tussle through the wave of
people coming out of the adja-
cent mosque having finished
their prayers.

You might start to wonder
how many people in this city
have any civic sense and have
regards for other's time and
canvenience when some of the
pedestrians in front of you stop
abruptly in the middle of the

sidewalk, blocking your way,

only to have a chat with some-

one ot buy something from a

streetvendor. .
While you are elbowing your

wiay through the crowd of

pedestrians, peddlers and

panhandlers, make sure you
watch for the hot cauldrons set
up by a snack vender or a res-
taurant by the sidewalk. On top
of that, watch out for the haz-
ard on bath sides of the side-
walk. Or else, you would defi-
nitely stumble into one of the
stallssellingcigarere, betel leaf
(pin) orbustickets.

However, regardless of how
watchful you are, you would
need the guickest reflex action
to save yourself and your
clothes from incoming spitting
from pin chewers and
wastewater or garbage from
stores next to or above the
sidewalk.

In casc you successfully
dodged all that, be sure to save
your shoes from the spilling
wastewater or sewage dis-

sidewalks 5, a car repairing shop and 6. a CNG repairing outlet on the footpath.
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Some "activities' on 160-metre siretch of the pavement show 1. footpath being used as a parking lot 2. illegal ticket counters for bus
passengers 3. a car parked on the pavementwhile a passenger shade occupies a major portion 4. construction material brazenly left on the

charged onta the sidewalk from
adjacent restaurants or build-
ings.

As you continue along the
track dodging foot traffic and

keeping an eye on the incom--

ing spits and splashes, hald
steady and stay alert for pipes,
fixtures and other fittings used
forwater or sewerage pipelines
stacked up on the sidewalk.

If you follow the japged ter-
rain for another few metres, you
will get to the bus stop where
hundreds of jittery commuters
are waliting for their buses.

Once you manage to find
your way through the narrow
strip of sidewalk between the
jumpy crowd and lamppasts,
you will have to brace yourself
to tackle some trendy cars
parked on the sidewalk. Do not
even bother if you see a couple
of traffic enforcers standing
right beside the vehicles
parked on the sidewalk.
Instead, get ready to go around
the parked cars and set foot on
the road, braving the rowdy
and reckless bus drivers.

Next up are the mechanical
engineering workshops and
girages. The sidewalk next to
these businesses are vibrant
with workers doing their weld-
ing work. Do not even dare to
ask the workers to let you
through or remove their haz-
ardous items or the gas cylin-
ders that are blocking the side-
walk

After you make it to your
destination at the end of this
adventurous stretch of the
sidewalk, you should feel
blessed to be alive and pat
yoursell on your shoulder for
theachievement.
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acute watercrisis in the area.

BATHING IN THE BURI
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People of old Dhaka are taking bath in the polluted water of the river Buriganga. The pollution is the
fallout of an incessant flow of effluents from nearby tanneries and other factories for the last thirty
years. Ignoring the dangers of taking bath in the polluted water locals are using the river because of
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and land use pattern for an
affordable and integrated
transportation system com-
prising both non-motorised
and motorised mass transit
modes.

"Efficient management of
demand and supply of trans-
portation and control over land
use and wrban growth will
enhance the capacity of the
system,” said Chowdhury,
"Government may consider
controlling mass migration to
the capital city and relocation
of readymade garment indus-
tries to better manage trans-
portsystem.”

Inadequate public transport
services, road networks and
footpaths and problem of
mixed modes are some critical
features of Dhaka's transporta-
tion scenario, he said.

According to Chowdhury, 60
percent of Dhika's commuters
walk, 19 percent use rickshaws,
10 percent use bus, 8 percent
use other modes and 3 percent

use private cars.

He proposed that associa-
tion of non-resident
Bangladeshi investors, among
other options, might also con-
tribute to financing transport
system development.

Speakers, on the other hand,
cautioned of possible dangers
of privatisation of transport
network if a deal is made dubi-
ously.

Habib Shaheen Taralder,
vice-prissiest of New York-
based financing company
Marsh and Mclennan and
former chief engineer at
Washington city municipality
authorities, said in his presen-
tation that public-private part-
nership investment is impera-
tive in development of trans-
portinfrastructure.

"It is dangerous to rush to
any privatisation deal without
adequate public scrutiny and
discourse, no matter how good
itmaylook," Tarafder said.

“An anomalous
privatisation deal of a single

segment may jeopardise the
prospect of entire communica-
tion network.”

Political benefit, lack of
access to long-term capital,
pressure from the investors
and demand of the general
public for piecemeal solution
are the potential factors that
drive for privatisation of trans-
portsystem, he said.

He emphasised public hear-
ing for meticulous review of
any privatisation deal and
sincere desire on the part of the
decision makers for serving the
people. "Privatisation of trans-
port systermn must be in confor-
mity with the of transportation
policy”

Dr Abu Reza, development
budget advisor, ministry of
finance, Afghanistan, said that
the present government
should take steps towards
decentralising education,
health service, trade and com-
merce and develop civic ame-
nities nutside Dhaka to free the
capital city from traffic conges-

tions.

MNoted expert in transporta-
tion sector, Dr Rahmat Ullah,
who moderated the session,
said that it has to be resolved
through comprehensive feasi-
bility study whether metro
rransport system for Dhaka
should be rail-based MR
(mass rapid transit) or BRT
{(bus rapid transit).

Communications Secrarary
Dr Mohammad Mahbubur
Rahman said bureaucratic
inefficiency often fails to
ensure people's interest in
donor-funded projects.

Government officials often
do not bring harmful aspects of
a project in light, neither can
they say no to such projects, in
the hope of petty gain like for-
eign trips.

According to Rahman,
Dhaka has only 7 to B percent
open space for road construc-
tion compared to 11 percent in
Bangkok and 25 to 30 percent
indeveloped cities.

O7144777 74, MIT13377775. Fax
880-2-91 18921

- Telephone; B141522, 8142431,
A144400, 8142333, 8150457,
8129334, 01713141447,

Ahsania Mission Cancar & Goneral
Hospital
9008919, 8051618

Analla Hospilals Dhaka
CBAaRD-, GV 68
Emargency no. G

Bangladesh Medical Collage &
Haspital
. 91168202, 8115843

Cantral Hospital
0B50015-19,

China Bangla Hospital (JV) Ltd
8913674

Dhaka Medical College Hospital
A626812-16
~ Gana Shasthyo Kandra
BF‘:?EUE}, BA17387, BRITITE,

0171409000

health,busservices airlines&traintiming

HOSPITALS &CLINICS =
l ‘Square Hospitals Lid Greenland Hospilal

Emergency; 8144466, 8144477, 1912663
- 0144488, 01713377773, Gulshan Mathar & Child Clinic

4822738, 8812992

Haly Family Hospital
B311721-25

Islami Bank Hospital
9331739

Japan Bangladesh Friendship
Hospital
HB28655, BA27575

Lahald Cardiac Hospital
doldy93-g

Iarie Stopes Clinic
8421874

[Medinova Madical Services Ltd
1620353,

Monowara Hospital
B318135, 8319802

Panou Hospital
GH12150, 9113041

PG Hospital (BSKMMU)
9614545-0, 9612550-4
Rashmono General Hospital
8317606, 9557354, 817819

Aatan's Dantal Clinic
111090

Salimullah Medical College Hospital
7319002-6

Jamorita Hospital Lid
9131901

Shahid Suhrawardy Hospital
9122560-78

Shishu Hospital
4116061-2, 9119119
United Hospital
BEAGLLS, D1R4001 234

Probin Hospital
Phiofa: 3120814, B14LLE

Bangladesh Red Crescent Blood
§ Bank
116563

i Maodern Clinic & Blood Center
d OpRIg48

‘i Sandhani, Dhaka Medical College
i J668690

Drooti
BOT4563

Eagle Paribahan

7101504
:&I.'g_éll Line Paribahan
9339623, 9342580, 8353005

Hanlt Entarprisa
9120116

Keya Paribahan

7101894, 7101250, 3121280
Modern Enterprise

9123743

Neptune A/C Coach Service
7101945, 7101951, 9123092

Shohag Parlbahan (Pui) Lid
9134152, 8316766, 8126293

Shoukhin Paribahan
40143497, 5001796

dilk Ling
7102461

Shyamali Paribahan
9333803

lings Druk Air Malaysia Airlines l.illl"ﬂl‘iﬂﬁ, Cultural and
Aeroflot UB62243, 9892862, 9a86211-20 info
A rmation Genters
: 53, Faxc 9890478 !
9559930, 9559111, Fae 9563767 Emirales Almort Offlce: 8916953, Fax geniral Public Library- 86260014,
Air India 9892601, 98B5574-75 PIA Shishu Academy- 9564128
§617783, B611929, Fax 9670501 GME Airfines 93492935, Fax: 8345300 Shilpakala Academy- 8614673

BA25845-9, Airport Office:
6860404,8915698, Fac 0826115

Gulf Air
9130123-5, Alrport Oifice; B914573

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
8917400-19 9560151, 9559610
Airport Office; BS17400, Fax:8913005

British Airways
BEISTI, Fa 0615346,

Indian Alrlines Lid
9555915, 9557613,
Kuwait Airways
9115182, 91186829

Cathay Pacific
8557 117, Fax; 0562667

Subarna Exprass Laaves Dhaka at 4:30 pm
Mahanagar Prabhall Leaves Dhaka at 7-10 am
Mahanagar Godhuli Loayes Dhaka at 3-15 pm
Turna Leaves Ohaka at 11-00 prm
Parabat Express Leaves Dhaka at 6-40 am
Joyantika Exprass Loaves Dhaka at 12-45 pm
Upaban Exprass Leaves Ohaka at 9-45 pm
Tista Express Leaves Dhaka at 7-00 am

Leaves Dhaka at 5-00 pm
Leaves Ohalea at B-00 prn
Leaves Dhaka at §-20 pm

Ekata Express
Upakul Express
Agnibeena Express

Singapare Alrlines
Ba11904-7, DAA3259
Almort Office: 8911928, Fax BR11503

Thai Alrways
BITAT11-18, 3914342

Virgin Atlantic Alrways
BE16I24-5, Frr 9896401

Reaches Chittagong at 10:35 pm
Aeaches Chittagong at 1-55 pm
Reaches Chittagong &t 10-55 pm
Reaches Chittagong at B-40 am
Reaches Sylhet at 2-3d pm
Reaches Sylhet at 3-20 pm
Reaches Sylhet st 6-40 am
Feaches Bahadurabad at 1-05 pm
Reaches Bahadurabad at 11-15
Aeaches Plozkhal 28 5-00 am
Reaches Jagannath at 2-30 pro

Bangla Academy- 8619550
{slamic Foundation- 9550280,
9556407

Hazrul Inslitute- 9114602
Ford Foundation- 8116133
Alliance Francaise- 8611557
Information Resource Center, The
American Center - 8813440-4,
OBAEI95-8

British Council- 8618867-8,
8618905-7

Community Development Library-
8113769, 8113604

Goethe Institute InU'l- Dhaka-
9126525-6

Indian Infarmation Cenire &
Cultural Library- 8850141-2
The Russian Cultural Centre-
9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Pholo Gallery- 9120125,
8112954, 8123412
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