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No time for becoming voters

A large number of garment factory workers may be left out of list

DisnaNa GHIAS

'Wth the clock tcking away to
one in the afternoon, thousands
of garment factory workers slarl
pouring inte the busy thorough-
fares ofthe city.
It is their precious one-hour
Iunchtime,

Rubvina, a garment worker,
was crnssing the Nabisco intei-

section like a busy bee zooming
towards its hive,

“T am sory 1 can't talk with
vou. I have 1o go home, down
snmething into my gallet and
will have to be back to the factory
hefore 11 is two,” she said while

walkingwithlongquick steps.
When this cotrespondent

asked her about the voter regis-

tratinn process, she stopped for

a moment and said, “T have
heard this tirme voter 1D cards
will be given with photographs.
But | don’t know what Twill have
todoe for that.”

“T don't know whether [ will
gel litne o visil the regisiration
cenires 1o get snaps ot filling in
forms or whether Twill be given
breaks from my work hecause
My OwWners are vel o say any-

thingaboutit."

Ruhina works ai a shirt-
making factory mear Nabisco
intersection from &:00am to
7:00pm for seven days a weck.
Every day she gets a one-hour
break to have lunch, Within that
time she hasto goioherhomaoin
Nakhalpara on font and back to
wiork afier cating.

“In fact 1 have no time to even
think about this voter listing,”
shersaid.

A large number of  ganment
coworkers in Dhaka and on the
- nurskirts of the city are facing
difficulifes in gening enlised as
. voiers as many garment facto-

ries are nol prepared to give

them leaves to become volers,
Butall are not the same.
Shilpi, working al a pani-

inaking factory, said her owner
has Lold them that they will get
leaves o become volers,
However, leave of one or two
hours, or even a full day, may nnt
work al all if the leaves are not
contdinated with the iime of

A large number of garment workers
in Dhaka and on the outskiris of the
city are facing difficulties in getiing
enlisted as volers as many garment
factories are not prepared io give
them leaves to become voters.

voterregistration staff.
Aganment factoryefficialwork-
ing ai a unit in Savar shares his
gxperience of giving Teave o the
workers, which did notwork acall
“At first we talked with the
army authorities and requesled
them to gel our workers enlisted
on & cerlain dite. They agread.
We sent them 1o the coendte on
thatday givingall of them a dav's
leave but it did notwork because
they could not deal with aronnd
twvo thousand workers within a
daywhenthey iad toenlist oiher
eligihle candidaies," hosaid.
"One teasnn was that the
witkers had to Gl the voter

Garment workers al work at a factory, fop. Will they have the chance 1o visit a voter registration cenire? above.

iegistration forms at the centre,
whicl they were supposed to do
Diefore. Besides, it takes several
hnurs to take photographs,” the
factory official satd.

"We cannot give them leaves
frequently because it hampers
the production in our factory.
Giving leaves by rotation is alse
difficult because if we g
leave (o 10 machine operators
then the 100-worker production
Lsiun cannot utilise theiv full
capacity,” he explained.

"We were tequested to give
the wortkers leave after 5:00pm
so that the registration staff can
7o to their workers] places and
distribute forms at night.
Following that suggestion we let
{he workers go at 5:00pm for two
days but that also did not wotk
because the data collectors
could not cover most workers
who live in different parts of the
area.”

“We tried our best and stll we
arc doing meetings 1o solve the
problem. We want our workers (o

be enlisted but at the same tine |

we don't want our production to
get hampered. We need coordi-
nation between both sides” he
added.

Ferdous Parvez Jibon, vice
president, Bangladesh Garment
Manulacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMTEA)Y, said thar
if the government or the Election
Commission (EC) comes {or-
ward then it would be easier for
them o salve the problem,

"We have heard that the BC
will sit with us soon. Ifit happens
then Mings will bemnuch easien”
he said.

Asked what can be done o
solve the problemm, Tihon said, “H
separate camps can be set up
only for garment workers in
arcas where garment {actories
are concentrated then itwill take
less tinme o get temn enlisted. At
present il usually Lakes one day
for filling in forms and another
day to 1ake photographs. It ean
hedonein nhpdny"

“Garment factories have area-
hased weckly holidays like
Thursday for Mirpur-bascd
factorics and Monday for
Moghbazar-based ones. These
holidays can be utilised,
Coordination is necded betwveen
both sides to make it happen.
The best thing will be if the voter
regisitation people can visit the
ganment factories and get the
votkers enlisted tight there,” he
said.

Asked, Llection
Commissioner Md Sohul
Hossain said the EC is thinking
abiout sitting with the BGMEA o
find outways.

"Wo are avare of the problem
and we are thinking about it
because garment workers age an
inmportant part of our popula-
tiom. We will =it with the BGMEA
withinaweek,” he said.

"We are comsidering the proh-
lems of both emiployers and
ermployees. We will have to find
ways sn that the workers get
enlisted and ai the same fime
praduction s not hampered,” he
ardded.

LOCAL, NRB EXPERTS' QUEST FOR SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS IN CITY

Stop unplanned growth take pro-people steps'

TTans;ldrlatipn expert M Rahmat Ullah speaks at a seminar on development of sustainable transporta-
tion systems for Dhaka city at Sheraton hotel, The seminar was organised by Scholars Bangladesh,

Crry CORHESPONDENT
Development of sustainable
transpoitation systems for
Dhaka largely depends on
vndertaking well-planned  and
feasible projects and decentrali-
satiom of facilities, said aoth Tacad
experts and non-residend
Bangladeshi professionals yes-
Lerday,

Speaking atl o seminar of the
three-day lirsl non-resident
Bangladeshi (NTIB) confeience
arganised by Scholars
RBangladesh o city hotel, they
also undersecoted the need for
efficient management of ans-
portation system, contiol over
land use and mass migration o
frec the capital ity friom peren-
nialirafficeongestion.

The session foeused oo dovel-
npment of Dhaka's Tmmpmia
HaT SVELeT.

Transport expert and tornmer
secretary Quarnruh islam Siddin

said that physical messinloday's
Dhhaka are duc o unplanned
growih and mstitutional prob-
lems.,

"Tt is too much of politics and
vested interests that have foiled
the impirovement of Dhaka's
transport system.” he said.
"Thaka Transport Coordination
RBoard or DTCR itselfwas a politi-
cal product.”

Siddigi further said that it is
the presert government that can
undertake a pro-people initfative
tin develop Dhiska's transport
Sysieim.

Md Bhoaib Chowdhury, a
seninr transport consultant in
Wew Yortk, said in his presenta-
tion at the seminar that
sustaimability of transpartation
implics social, cconomic and
envitommenial dimensions.

He said that phiysical realities
of Dhaka city call for edmprehen-
sive planning an franspostation
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Some of the would-be inmates of Dhaka Zoo, elockwise from fop fefi, are kuduy, g|raﬂe, chimpanzee and lemur,

MOVE FOR NEW INMATES

S DELAYED -

Dhaka Zoo now looks for
'suitable’ imporier

SHATINAZ PATIVEEN

The iMhaka Zon will not be able
to add more animals 1o its dis-
play quite saon doe o anivail-
ability of local importers spe-
cialised and cxpericnced in wild
animal impnrt, said zoo offi-
cials,

Finding no compelent partic-
ipantin the tender on
November 25 for the import of
animals for the zoo at a cost of
Tk & crore, the authorities
decided to cancel it and invite o
frosh tender on Decernber 31,

"According to Public
Procorement Hules 2003, candi-
dates [of i tended| st have
expericnce in wild animal trans-
portation. Those who
responded to the tender on
Noveinber 25 hardly maich this
criteria,” & high official of the
7Zho safd.

"The responsibility includes
transportation of wild animals
from different continents
including Africa, bul the inter-
ested parties do not have the
experience needed for handling
wild animals,” be added.

The zoo official said the
Dideers in the Tast tender were
so inexperienced hat they
could not even quote proper

pricing for the animals, "In case
we cannot find any suitable
candidate, the only option that
would be left for us is o hire
forcign companics, However,
hiring a foreign company means
we have to pay them in foreign
curiency -- which we cannot
afford"

The Dhaka Zoo authoritics
inftially planned to procure the
animals in March, but the plan
wairs insuceessiud due o similar
TERSOS.

The last time Dhaka Zoo
procured anfmals was in 2002
when arnund Tk 50 lakh was
spent an two chieaetazhs, twn
zebras, three greater Dumingos
and two golden pheasants.

TInder the present procune-
ment plan, the oo inlends o
add around a bundred animals
from 11 species including
giraffe, zebra, chimpanzee,
impala, kudn, elan, lemur,
horse, donkey and several
species of monkey, Birds have
been excluded trom the plan to
aveid possible sproading of
bird .

At least four gitaffe would be
hought fnt the Dhaka Zon that
Tacks the splendid Tong-necked
animal since 1998,

Also on the list are impala,

E

kudu, elan and lemur -- that are
to be introduced to the visitors
of Dhaka Zoo for the first ime.

Impala is a reddish African
antelope that makes spectacular
leaps when alarmed. Male
impala has ridged, curved
homs.

Kudu is a large African ante-
lupe with a brownish coat and
narrow white vertical stripes.
The male has long, spirally
curved horns.

Flan is a species of moose
fowendd in Alaska, Canada, the
United States and the northern
part of Europe.

Lemur is a primate with a
long snout, large ears, a long tafl
and a strong sense of sinell. 1t is
commoenly found in Madagascar
and the neighbouring Comoros
Islands. Lemur varies in eolour
from reddish brown to grey and
come in different stzes. The
smallest lemur is catled pygmy
mouse lemur that weighs only
one annee.

Established in 1974, thels6-
acre Dhinki Zoo s currently
hiome to nearly 165 species of
1,823 animals. Of them, 55 arc
mammals, 72 birds and 32 fish.

This largest zoo of the coun-
Ly aliacts arownd 10,000 visi-
tors eviry diry,

BRISK BUSINESS ON BOATS

| INNOVATIVE: S::Dres of ﬁuahng shops built on boats near Sadarghat Launch Terminal sell 'emergency
items’ inciuding fruils, food and beverages for homehound passengers mostly at higher prices taking
coNTINUED on pace 22 | atvantage ol rushhours, Inthe process they also add to the pollution of the Buriganga River.



