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Did U Know?

The Hockey Werld Cup, sametimes calien
ke Hockey World Champianships, is a7
intermational field hockey eompeliton
organised by the International Hockey
Federation (FiH). The taumamen: stanzd
in 1971,

BrettLee

{Australia fast howlen)

"It feels fantastic... when yors vt
vears of age, you think about play
ing one Test maich or cven taking
ome Test wicket. But fo think theas
you're inn the 250 club, it's a pre
special moment, I'm a very prosd
"

After reaching the milestone
during India's {irst innings (o th
first Test.

" Engisn Premlar League -
*Derby Counly'v Blackburn Rovers

'"We did well
on foreign
pitch’

P, Melbourne

Australian skipper Ricky Ponting
Saturday declared that if the Tndian
haismen feh suflocated at a "sub
coniinental” ack like the MOG, they
willnoifindiLeasyai anyof iheremain-
ingthreematches of the Testsedes,

Ponting said the Austalian
team's homework on the Indian
batsmnen was thorough and the
hosts would not concede an inch
intheupcomingmatchesaswell,

"We have not one but fve or six
plans against each baisman for
dilferent conditions and in differednt
seemarins. That's the beauty of tech-
nology, Theway our jilan came off at
the MOCG, Twaonld say that we have
really been well prepared,” he said
after the hosts thrashed Tndia by 357
runsinthe first’lest Salurday.

Ponting said it was extremely
salisfying to achicve such a big win
against a pood Indian side on a
wicket which was not a gmical
Ausiralian strip.

“Tiwas a bind of pitch which was
more sub-contnenial Wpe, mone
foreipn taus, Here in Austmlia we are
luoking o blastsidesout," hesaild.

"Here we necded to do things
differentdy and 1 am glad wi
were able to do it so well. After
the frst day's play the match
wias 50-50 5o o come oui with
37-run win over Tndia in sach
condilions wis exitemely satis-

ying,” headded.

SrorTs REFORTER

Rajshahi are
cight wickeis
away from
snatching

eI Khulna's top
spol as they domanated Day Three
of their ninih round mateh in the
gth National Cricket League al the
Rajshahi Divisional Stadium yes-
terday.

Khulna, set 322 for viclory, were
56-2 alter Rajshahi putup 284-10in
their second innings.

hittagong lost only one wicket
as they moved from 26-3 overnight
1o 259-4 in a retori {0 Dhaka. They
nw lead by 41 runs afler having
conceded a 2186-run first innings
deficii at the Chittagong Divisional
Siadium.

At the Shaheed Chandu
Stadium in Bogra, Sylhet musi
survive the final day after Badsal
amassed 363-5 declaced, They were
4larowo,
RAJSHAHI-KHULNA
From an uncomfortable 62-2 over-
night, Majshahi slowly moved outof
danger though, first, a solid 61

TEEAFIAN.
Ry ittt T

fromopener jahurulIslam.

The lanky right-handed bats-
man, who was unbeaten on 39,
struck eight houndaries and a six in
his twn-hour knock.

After his dismissal 1o five-
wickel bowler Ziaur Rahman, it
was the i of captain Khaled
Mashud Lo hold the baton and
then a spirited efforl from Anisur
Rahman, who scored G4 nif 82
balls with the help of five hound-
aries and two sixes.

Apart from Ziaur's 5-39, Rabiul
Tslam and Murad FKhan took two
wicketscach.

Khulna faliered as they started
their chase of 322 runs, losing ovo
wickets before Tmrul Kayes and
Maostafizur Bahman steadied the
ship1o end the daywithout further
damagies.

BARISAL-SYLIIET
Middie-order batsman Abul
Bashar struck an unbeaien 82 and
Nasiruddin Famugue and captain
Imran Ahmed struck 705 as Barisal
took a huge 200-mun first innings
lead.

Win beckons Rajshahi

Bashar, regarded one of the best
fielders in the country, struck six
houndaries and two sixes, Farugue,
who opened for Barisal, kit 77 oft
1B6 balls while Tmran was not out
on 70 when he declared the
innings.

Sylhet lost tvo wickets for four
runsin their second innings.

CHITTAGONG-DHAKA
Fupericnced Chittagong opener
Masamuddowla, with Nazimuddin
and captain Ehsanul Hag staved off
Dhakaduring the third day.

Righti-hander Masum,
unbesten on 14 overnight, played
07 deliveries tn reach his first
hundred of the season with 12

haundaries.
Left-arm spinner Arafat Sunny

took the only wicket of the day |

when he removed Wazimuddin for
B0 to ened a T40-tun fourth wicket
stand with Masum. The in-form
batsman alse Wit 12 fours in his
twi and half hours stay at the

wickel.
Fhsanul and Masum also added
SEE PAGE 18 COL S
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CRICINEO, undared

New Zealand captain Daniel
Vetlori has said that Bangladesh
could have shown more resolve in
chasing a mammoth target of 336
in the second one-day interna-
tional in Napier yesterdav.
Bangladesh failed to build on oo
alid epening stand of 63, losing
three wickets for the addition of
anly five runs and went on the
defensive for the rest of the chase.
Bangladesh ended on 181 for 6
before rain forced an carly end 10
A muatch, handing New Zealapd a
darumvictory bythe 3 Lnethod,
andthoseries2-0,

"Thete was probalbly & little bit
of {rusiration aboutl the stvie of
plaw” Vewtori said. "We thought
Bungladesh would chase a Tittle bit
Tarder -- whenevet you chase 330
[sic| vou have to take a few risks. 10
voitdon't, you stall and that' s what

uestions Tigers

happened.”

Bangladesh conch Jamie
Siddons said the guick loss of
wickets, including that of capiain
Mohammad Ashraiul, was rather
unforiunate as 1 threw the team's
plans off balance,

“We had a plan in mind and we
were going along according to that
plan bul we lost three wickels for
five runs and the plan changed,”
Siddons said. “The batsmen really
did not get going after thit and we
probably lost our biggest
strokemakers.”

Siddons atso backed his bais-
men to go for their strokes, despite
several instances of experienced

- players throwing away tieir wick-
Toets inthe fitst o malches, He salid

a lot of improvement was needed
on the bowling font, after cach of
the New Zealand batsmen enyoyed
apond hit in the middle, i pariicu-
lar Jacob Oram, wha clubbed 55 ofi
A1 ballsin the slogovers,

T the ball is not swinging or
spinning, which it really didn't

taday apart fram the early overs
where I thinkwe bowled really well
today, then itisaproblem,” he said.
"The paceisalsonot there.”

Despite the heavy defeat,
Siddons was willing to be patient,
"These are yvoung players and it's
going to take time, We are going 1o
suffer some pain, there's no way
roundit.”

The other topic of discassion
wis Ashraful's confroveraind dis-
missal, after hie spoonca a low
cateh (o Ross Taylnr ot cover, Tavior

o = "‘l"] r'.}':a t -
claimed the catch while Ashaful | Mahmud's fve-for as the three-day

stood his ground, convinced thai it
wasa bump balland that prompieid
the umpires o confer, Vetton
hacked Tavior's hionesty and the
Tuntpires deeision.

"o saw Foss' Teaction, Vettort
said, "He left it in the umpires
hands and they made the call
From what T've heard it was the
righicall.”

The thind and final ooe-day
international will be playved in
OnmieenstowT on Trecember 31,

BLR N T

40170 5TRR
Chittagong opener Masumuddowia sets off for 2 run during his century against Dhaka on the third day of the National
Cricket League match at the Chittagong Divisional Stadium yesterday.
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AT, Methanmne

Skipper Anil Kumble, stung
Saturday by one of India’s heawvest
‘Test defeats, says the tourisis must
toughen up mentally if they are to
improwve against Ausiralia in next
week's secomd Test in Sydney.

Tticky Ponting's all-conguering
Australians dusted off the Indians
by 337 runs inside four days at the
Melbourme Cricket Ground to take
a one-nil lead in the four-Test
Border-Gavaskar Trophy series.

it hurts, not just as an individ-
val but as team that we haven's put
up a good show and [ can tell you
we will address that and i1y to put
up a better show in Sydney”
Kuimitdesaid.

“Ti's mainly a mental thing and
thatissomething we will addressso
we ate hungry for surcess when we
e Lo Sydney.

“Tl's just @ omatter of geing oot
there and batting frecly. We didn't
doihatinour two innings here.”

Amid a chunour in the Indian

?umble

media for team changes, Kumble
said he will check on the pitch
conditions in Sydney hefore mak-
ingany decisions,

"I you Inok at our batting order
then all seven of them are batiing
well and the ather two npeners,
who could have possibly taken
someone else's place, weren't
teally getiing runs,” he said.

"Ttisadilficultposition forme. 1f
{openers) Virender Sehwag and
Dinesh Karthik were in great fonm
then the choice wonld have been
casier.”

One buming issae is the selec-
tion of 116-Test batsman Rahul
Dravid as opener to §il in Yuvmaj
Singh at number six in the hatting
order.

Yovia] was a Mg dissppoint-
ment in Melbourme, failing twice 1o
fmpress -- - scoring 7ero and five
nins -- - while Dravid was cast-
gated for his painstaking scoring --
- live off 6 balls and 160l 114 balls.

"He (Dravid) is too gond o player
In wenry abott his batting. He just
needs to go oat these and enjoay hig
batting, " Fumble said.

“I'm pasitive that he can dothat,

orders runs

He his plaved mare than 100 Tesls
and has scored more than 9000
runs. T am weally confident he will
he able to come outand bat the way
T ddnes,

"M's difficidt when Yovraj is
playing so well and we don't pick
him, you {medial say why not?
Then when we put Rahul up the
order and then make way for

Yuwraj, vou say no vou shouldn't |

have donetha'.

"“There are always ifs and buts,
but for e personally Ineed tolook
at the team dvnamics and see who
is bastingwell.”

Kumble ilso has the problem of
rectifving Indian & shoddy fielding.
which wis exposed during the
MOCG Test in comparison L the
slick Auslialians,

"W can't teally change that, Wi
have some of the guys, incduding
me, on ihe ather side of 35 so0 9t s
tough for us to make those adjust-
maents,” he said.

"Whatever the best fielding unit
wie have theo we have 1o anege
with that Yoo can't win a match by
fielding alone, you need ta scofe

SFE PAGE 18 COL 5

1

Mahmudur's
tenure won't
be extended

SPoRTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BER) on Satunday officially con-
firmed that it's cumment chicf execu-
tive officer Mabhmudur Rabhman's
contract will not be renewed at the
enid of his current tenure in mid-
February nest year.

The board's working enmmittee
hias decided to form o three-
member eommities headed by its

| chairman Syed Fahim Munaim to

seatch for anewman for the post.

“As per the working commitice
decision our current CEO will
continue Hll his tenure ends in mid
Tehruary and after that we will ook
for a new candidate for the posi,
Our working committee chairman
Fahim Munaim will head a thoee-
member committee to find out the
new man,” informed Ishtiague
Ahmed, vice-chairman of the
medin committes.

e however didntwant 1o make
any comment onwhether Rahman
hastendered hisresignation.

Ishtiaque also said that a deci-

| sion was also taken in the meeting

that a three-member commitlec
headed by Shafiqur Rahman
Munna will be formed to examine
theissue h[Lx-'gmnn'm.\ril:gmr!mhcr
secretary Wazima Shamimm, whowas
sacked by commitice chairperson
Monwar Anis Khan,

"ltwas also approved that we will
appoint afast howling development
enach as well as finding a high per-
formanee coach,” headded.

Trio shines as
match drawn

SPORTS REPORTER

Mithun Al and Nadimuddin
starnmedd hall centimies after Tollar

warm-upimaich beiween Bangladesh
Uinder- 19 and South Africa Under-
1494 ended in o diawat Sedgars Parkin
T'otchefstommn yosterday. -
The visitors sented 208 flr 2 in
the secondinnings on the third and
final day with Mithun seoring 80
and Nadimuddin notouton 72,
Earlier, right-arm paceman Diollar
capitured five for 75 runs but still the
home tearm amassed 434 in their first
essay thanks o 156 hy Heecza
Hendricks and 103y TobinVandian

BRIEFSCORES

Bangladesh Under-19s: First
innings 294 and second innings 208
for 2in 54 overs (Rony 11, Mithun 80,
Nadimuddin 72 not out, Nasie 29

- mobout; Pretorius 1-44, Stoaks 1-30)

South Africa Under-19s: First innings
434 all otin 1134 avers (T Smus 77,
K Smuts 0, Hossouw 8, Vandiar 103,
Hendricks 156, Vallie 47, Swanepoel 0,
Mnshele 6, Pamell 5nind out, Preionus
#, August 1; Diollar 5-75, Ttubel 3-84,
Hory 1-45, Nasir 1-47).

"Dravid call
was right’

REUTERS, Mclfsrne

India were right to mewae Hahul
Dravidd up to opening batsman
against Australia, tnmake room for
Vuyraj Singh in the middle order,
caplain Anil Kumble said after his
weam lost the fitst Test on Saturday.

India, chasing sm improbable
494 for victory, were bowled out for
161 Tate nn the fourth day and lost
thematch by 337 ns,

Diravid strupeled against the nesw
| ona b and slosw wicket, making
five and 16, whileYuvrajmade a duck
and five inhis proapprarances.

“1 think it was the right deci-
sinn,” said Kumble, who was forced

i defend the selection several |

times at o media conference after
themateh.

"You go with form and the team
composition and looking ot the
series against Pakistan, going by
form this was ithe best combination
poinginio this Test match,

"It's difficult when Yuvraj is
plaving so well and we don't pick
him;, you saw "Why not?'

“Then when we put Rahul up
the order and then make way for
Yuvraj, you sav: ‘Wa, you shouldn't
havedone that'.

"There are always ifs and
buts...but for me personally [ need
o look at the team dynamics and
whnis battingwell.

‘T voulook at our hatting oider
then all seven of them are batting
well and the other Bwo openers,
who could have possibly taken
snmennd else’s place, weren't
really getting rums.”

Fuimnble said no decisions about
the compositon of the team for the
second Testin Svdney, snd whether
to hring in aggressive opener
Vitender Sehwag or Dinesh
Karthik, would he made uniil the
tearm il ingpected the plich.

The leg-spinmer, however,
added he was conlident that
Dravid, whn Lias amassed 9,704

SEE PAGE 1R COL 4
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Cricket Ground on Salurday.

AFT, Melbaurne
Australia inflicted one of Tndia’s
heaviest Test defeats Saturday.
winning the opening match of the
four-Test Bnrder-Gavaskar Trophy
series by 337 muns on the fourth day
atthe MelbnumeCricket Ground,

The Australians claimed their
15th consecutive Test victory and
will look to equal theirworld record
of 16 wins set from October 1999 10
Fehruary 2001 in next week's sec-
ond Test at the Sydney Cricket
Gronrmul.

India, set a historic 450 1uns to
win, fell away Iate in the day to go
down to one of their heaviest
defeats,

Only their 342-1tun loss o
Australia in Nagpur in 2004-05 and
341-tun defeat to Pakistan in
Karachia vear later tank worse,

The Indians, who battled for two

sessions in fierce heat, unravelled

“after tea, losing five wickets for 27,

with left-arm paceman Mitchell
Tohnsontaking3-21alf 15 avers,

After almost dismissing
Australia on the opening day, India
dropped away under ihe relentless
pressure of Ricky Ponting's side to
[nse substantially at 4:31pm (D531
G T on the fourth day.

"W played excellent ericker all
theway through with the discipline
we showed with thebat o gind ot
the muins and with the ball o stick to
our plans and do things differentdy
on this type of piteh," skipper
Ponting said.

"It was a plessing win because
this wicket was probably more
suited to the sub-continental stvle
of play andwe adaptedwell.”

Once Australia dismissed key
batsmen Sachin Tendulkar and VWS
Laxman in the middle session, the
endwasinevitable.

Much depended on the two
stalwarts 1o stick it our against

FHOTO, AFP

CAN'T BRING HIM DOWN: Australia left-arm fast bowler Mitchell Johnson (2nd from R) celebrates after he took the
| final Indlian wicket, that of Rudra Pratap Singh (not in picture}, on the fourth day of the first Test at the Melbourne

i

Aussies storm to win

telentless Australian probing, but
they could not overcomethe odds,

Only three teams in Test crickol
history have scored 400 or more in
the fourth innings for victory.

"li was impaortant thal we batied
through sessions but our batting
didn't stand up, itwas pretty disap-
pointing,” Tndian skipper Anil
Kumble said,

"The first innings was crucial
and if we had come cloge 1o their
score, if not take alead, then things
could have been different.

"But it was very disappointing
after having a good first day ... we
couldn'tback it upwith our hatting
anthesecond day.”

Brett Lee setup Tendulkarwith a
short-pitched hall and followed up
with one outside of-stump which
"The Little Master™ chased after for
his favourile square drive and
edped to Adam Gilchrist.

Tendulkar, who scored 15, was
playing in his fourth and farewell

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1
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AP, Port Elizabeth

The West Indies gained their most
significant Test win away from
home in seven years when they
beat South Adfrica by 128 nuns on
the fourth day of the first Test at St

uer SA

Georpe's Tark here on Saiurday.

Set 389 1o win, South Africa
succumbed to consisient pressure
from the Wesi Indian fasi howlers
and were bowled out for 260 with
Fidel Edwards and Jerome Taylor
taking three wickels each.

South Africa were never in
contention after slumping te 45 for
four, alihough Jacques Kallis (85)

0T AFP

West Indies fast bowler Fidel Edwarnds 1= cock-a-hoop after remaoving South
| Africa captain Graeme Smith {netin pictuie) dunint the fourth day of the first
1 TestatStGeorge's Parkin Port Elizabeth on £xiurday.

inally

and AB de Villiers (60) provided
resistance in a fifih wicket stand of
112, while Andre Nel (34} and Dale
Steyn (33 noi oui} delayed the end
with a hard-hiting ninth wicket
parmership of 67.

Tt was the first away Test win for
the West Indies, other than against
minnows Bangladesh and
Zimhabwe, since they boeai
England by an innings and 93 runs
in Birmingham in June 20040,

South Africa's troubles siaried
carlywhen Daren Powell dismissed
Herschelle Gibbs for his second
duck ofthematch.

Fellow fast bowler Edwards built
up impressive pace to claim the
wickets of Hashim Amla and South
Adrican captain Graeme Smith as
South Africa slumped to 20 for
three.

Kallis and Ashwell Prince su:-
vived until lnnch but Prince feil to
lerome Taylor four balls afier the
interval, edging a low catch 1o West
Indian capiain Chris Gayle at first
slip.

Earlier the West Indies scored 29
runs before Insing their last two
wickets o be all out for 175, Taylor
made a hard-hit 22 before he was
lastman vut. Lefi-arm spinner Paul
Harris took both wickets to finish
with four o7 35,

South Airica, seeking 10 better
their highest winning fourth
innings total of 340 for five agrinst
Australia in 2001/02, made a bad
start when Gibbs padded up 1o
Toworllin the third vver.

Tt ball was only marginally
ouiside his off stump, angling in to
ihe s ramps, and umpire Aleem Dar
had no nesiation in giving Gibbs
[£100}

vords, who did not take a
. the Arst mmings, had
SEE PAGE 16 COL 6 _



