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foreign countries," said the 50-
year-pld “democrat senator from
district 1 of Michigan.

~'Onge the investors can feel
comfortable that there is no cor-
rupton and that their money will
really go to investment, they'll
come forward to invest their
money."

He was elected to the Michigan
House of Representatives in 1990,
1998 and in 2000, and to the
Michigan State Senate in 2002 and
2006, heisalso members of Cornell
University Council and Michigan
Law Revision Commission, and
wits the treasurer of Michigan
Legisiative Black Caucus.

Clarke will meet local entrepre-
neurs and talk to the US embassy
staff'to find where there are oppor-
tunitiesand where there ure needs',
"I will try to put them together,” he
said.

Asked, ﬂntrepreneurs of which
sector of Michigan are interested to
inyest in Hangladesh, he said they
will decide on the matter after
Clarke returnswith his Aindings.

Terming the current situation of
Bangladesh as 'promising’, he said,
"The Anti-corruption Commission
hits been set up, the fact that the
interim caretaker government Is
going to adhere to the roadmap for
democracy and hald those national
elections by the end of the year, is
veryimportant,”

Electing a democratic govern-
ment and handover of power o
them by the caretaker government
a3 promised is very crucial, he
added.

"That's important not anly for
the people's will to be expressed in
Bangladesh but also to attract
forelgn investment, especially
from Michigan.”

His father Mozaffar Ali Hashim
migrated tothe US in the Jate 19305
and died when Clarke was only
eightyearsoldin Detroit.

U§Senat0r Clarke

By his senior year at Cornell
University studying fine arts, he
decided o sel aside his art w pur-
sue a profession in law and gradu-
ated a furis Doctor from
Georgetown Law School.

"This is a life-changing experi-
ence,” Clarke said about his visit to
Bangladesh, which he had been
looking forward to foralong time.

But, Bangladesh's culture and
attitude of politics need to be "elim-
inated', and the people need to
return to their traditdonal values of
serving the people, he emphasised.

"[ stress the importance of
traditional values of this country:
having faith in god, loving yourself
and your community, and that
work is not a burden but a way to
redlly express your talent (o serve
your people.”

Those are the same principles
that led him to run for public office
inDetroit.

Strongly opposing the view of
politicians heing elected o office
50 they can elevate their own sta-
tus, he said, "That's contrary to the
traditional values of this country;
the valuest've got from my facher,

Talking on the deviation, he said
many people here now aspire to be
consumers like those in developed
countries.

"What ['m asking the
Bangladeshis is to be proud oFwho
they are and return to those tradi-
tional values.”

NRBs can serve at many levels
especially by bringing their techni-
cal expertise here, The pgovern-
ment's role is to make sure they
serve the public, not themselves. [t
must not be an obstacle to the
growth and prosperity of the peo-
ple, Cliarke saic.

"Now that we're a glohbal econ-
omy, the US and Bangladesh can
grow together 45 economic part-
ners,” he said adding that he is in
Bangiadesh to play a role in bring-
ing that together:

71 organisations ask
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sefting up of ribunals as per the
International Crimes (Tribonal)
Act 18973 through a gazette notifica-
tion pledging trial of all crimes that
inok place during the Liberation
Warin 1971,

As the war criminals have not
heen tried, they have become
daring enough to make statements

.agdinst the state and its sover-.

engm]{r, theyobserved.

e think Jamaat should be
tried not only on charges of war
crimes but also sedition,” the jaint
declaration said. "We hope that the
present government will prepare a
listof the war criminals and initiate
the process for their oial before
holding the nextelection,”

The declaration said the post-
independence government led by
Hangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman did never forgive the war
criminals and rather enacted
several laws and amended the
constitution to try them.

A toral of 11,000 war eriminals
were detained at thar time and
their trial process was also init-
ated. But, after assuming power in
1975 Gen Ziaur Rahman cancelled
the Collabarators Act and stopped
the trial of the war criminals, the
decliration added,

It said although there is no
Collaborators Act now, the trial of
the war criminals including collab-
arators of the Pakistani occupation
forces--Razakars, Al-Badr and Al-
Shams--is possible under the
International Crimes (Tribunal)
Act.

Terming the lack ofinitiatives to
try the war criminals after the
assassination of Bangabandhu a
bad tuck for the nation, it said, "But
that does not mean that there are
ng war criminals in the country or
thetr trial hasbeen completed."

It said top leaders of Jamaat-e-
Islami could not be arrested or
brought o justice after the
Liberation War since they were
absconding in Pakistan. But Tamaat
leaders are again conspiring
against the country and delivering
untl-state statements, so It has
become maore imporant than any
rimeinthe pastto try them now.

It said sinee the state was vic-
timised rather than any individual,
itis thedury ofthe state to file cases
agalnstthe warcriminalsand bring
themto book:

The declaration observed that
the trial of the war criminals is
assoctated with the political
reforms initiated by the caretaker
EOVELTHNENE.

“The war criminals must be
tried and we think trying them is a
miust in the interest of holding an
acgeptable election in the coun-
try:" AR Ehandakar, deputy com-
mander of the liberation forces in
1971, told the audience at the press
conference.

He said they will continue their
movement until the demand for
trying the war criminals is met. He
adhded that the Sector
Commanders Forum will hold a
grand rally in the capital before
March 26 next year to press home
theirdemaned.

Replying 10 a query, he said 14
political parties have pledged o
include the demand for trying the
wir criminals in their electoral
manifestos.

Lt Gen (rerd) Harun-Ar-Roshid
said they will hold discussion in all

divisional headquarters and dis-
tricts to gain public support for the
dermind,

Prof Kabir Chowdhury, presi-
dent of the Advisory Council of
Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Commirtee, said they will not stop
street agitations until the demand
i erue,

Justice KM Sobhan, president of

.Snurb Asian People's Union

! Agdinst Faddamentalist ahab

Communalism, urged people not
o file any case with the criminal
court against any war criminals,
“Their trial is only possible under
special tribunals,” he said.

Shahriar Kabir, Nasir Uddin
Yusuff, Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury,
Hena Das, barrister Shafig Ahmed,
Shahin Reza Noor, Prof Ajay Roy,
Eamal Lohani, Ahad Chowdhury,
among others, spoke at the press
canference.

Organfsations that signed the
joint declaration include Sector
Commanders Forum, Ekattorer
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committes,
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote,
Peshajibi Samanndy Parishad,
Bangladesh Mohila Parishad,
Bangladesh Gonotantrik Ainjibi
Samity, Sammilito Ainjibi
Samannay Parishad, Sammilito
Magarik Andolon, Projanmo
Ekattor, Bangladesh Udichi Shilpi
Gosthi, Bangladesh Federal Union
of [ournalists, Sammilito Samajik
Andalon, War Crimes Facts Finding
Committee, Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad,
Muktijoddha Oikya Parishad,
Muktijoddha Sanghati Parishad,
Bangladesh College University
Teachers' Association, Bangladesh
Economic Association, Jativa
Shikkhak Karmachari Front, ane
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation.

Duta
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Today's meeting will discuss the
annual peneral meeting, elections
and release of teachers and stu-
dents, Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique
said,

Asked whether teachers would
resume the postponed demonstra-
tan, he said the meeting would
decide everything.
DUTAMEETING
Meanwhile, the Duta election will
not be held within the constitu-
tonal timeframe by December 31,
forthe frsttimesince itsinception.

According to its constitution,
the executive committee is to be
elected within December 31 every
yedr,

Duta President Frof Dr Sadrul
Amin and General Secrerary Prof
Dir Anwar Hossain are now behind
bitrs in connectdon with the August
20-22violencean the campus.

Some teachers alleged many
pro-BNP-JTamaat teachers want
postponement of the elections as
the acting president and peneral
secretary, who are to play a vital
role in efforts to release the
detainees, belong o their White
Panel.

Teiachers of pro-Awami League
Blue Panel and [eft-leaning Pink
Panel playa strong role to get their
colleagues and students released,
while the White Panel is compara-
tively lessvocal, theyalleged,

Acting president Prof Tazmerd
denied the allegations.

Charge sheet
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charge sheet will be submitted
against them," said an official prefer-
ringinonymity,

The four detained Dhaka
University teachers, however, will
not be charged with the offences
because two students, who con-
fessed to their guilt in the incident,
did not mention the academics'
involvement.

The teachers are Dhaka
University Teachers' Assoclation
President Prof Sadrul Amin, General
Secretary Prof Anwar Hossain, Prof
Harun-or-Hashid, dean of social
science faculty, and Prof Neem
Chandra Bhowmik, chairman of
applied physics department.

The demined studens are Din
Islam alias Angel and Rafiqul Islam
Sujan.

Angel, a student of journalism,
said in his staternent thae Jahidul
Islam Biplob, Rafqul Islam Sujanand
Aabu were involved in the incident
while Sujan, a student of [slamic
history, named Siraj, Mizan, Noar,
andShahid.

The sources said the charge
sheets would mention about 35
people as prosecution wimesses,
including driverofthe torched car, its
pissenger Rifat Chowdhury - son of
Lt Gen Jahangir Alam Chowdhury -
his co-passenger, a number of photw
journalists, cameramen from elec-
tronic media and police personnel
whowereon dutyatthespot.

Administrative Corporal Kamrul
Hasan atarmy headquarters filed the
WO CiSes.

Police, quoting case papers, saida
groupofmarnudingyouths swooped
onthearmyvehicleandsetAretoitas
it gotstuck in a traffic jam in front of
AzizSupermarketonAugusc2l,

They alsoassaulted the driver and
obstructed police in the mansaction
ofduty, policesaid.

Fog disrupts
FROMPAGE L

steamer was scheduled to arrive at
L:d0am.

About 20 Dhaka bound
faunches fom Barisal, Barguna,
Amtali and Hularhat remained
stranded on the way because of
poor visibilicy:

A report from Barisal said thou-
sunds of passengers of launches
plying the river routesin southwest
region suffered from hunger and
cold wave as the vessels remained
stranded on the way because of
thick fog.

Militant alert
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Siddicui said they have hean kenp—

ing a close watch og

‘aswellas the visitoest ™

Guards have dlre:u,i‘_.r been
assigned to hear the conversation
between the militants and visitors.
Now no militant is allowed to talk
with a visitor in the absence of
guiards.

Sources said although the high-
profile militants can be identified
ensily, the jail authorites might
face difficulty in monitoring the
actlvities of other militants as no
separate register for them is main-
tained. A jailer wishing anoanymity
said they would try to identify them
by studying the cases,

Meanwhile, 26 militants were
maoved to separate cells in the
Chittagong Central [ail yesterday.
Previously, some of them were kept
in the same cell.

Motive unknown
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personnel gathered around 200
pieces of the two statuettes, Later,
two National Museum officials
iclentified 27 pieces as parts of the
stolen Gupta era "Vishnu" and
"HustofVishnu" idols,

According to a National
Museum official, of the fragments
salvaged, 20 make up ahbout 25
percent of the black terracotia
statuette of Vishnu where the
Hindu god stands with goddesses
Saraswati ond Laxmi. The orther
pieces make up a litle over 10
percentof the bust.

Police said B0 percent of the
goddesses portion of the statuette
was retrieved and only a fraction of
a4 hand (one hand was already
missing} and legs of Vishnu was
recovered.

Meanwhile, the Investigators
are yet (o find out the motive
behind the theft and destruction of
the |,500-year-old relics that were
stolen from ZIA on December 22,
The woalong with 143 others were
awaiting shipment to Paris for an
exhibition arthe Guimet Museum.
Mainul
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He said democracy and good gov-
ernance cannot be restored
through mere free and fir elec-
tions as it requires a new trend of
paliticsand newleadership.

The adviser urged the judges to
practise judicial activism the way it
is done in the developed countries
forquick dispensation ofjustice.

He: said the judges will also have
to redeem the people’s confidence
in the judiciary through their wis-
dominjustice delivery system.

About theassociaton’s demand
for 50 percent appointment of the
higher court judges from district
judges, Mainul said the govern-
mentwilllookinto the matter.

Supreme Court Registrar
Iketdar Ahmed in his speech dis-
missed the allegaton that he had
given postings of the newly
recrujted judicial magistrates by
ahusing power,
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Thariks to their skills in English,
other nations like [ndia, China and
Japan are reaping the benefits in
theglobal market, he said.

He urged the NRBs (o come
forward to help the naton (o
develop English education in the
country. "If the NRBs enjoy the
fruits of knowing good English,
why should we deprive our natives
ofthesame privilege?”

In his presentation titled "Edu-
cation System in Bangladesh”,
Jamal Uddin, head of community
and primary languages, London
Borough of Tower Hamlets, said
there i5 no natonal standards or
tirget to justify the quality of edu-
cation.

He suggested that school man-
agement and leadership be devel-
oped to ensure guality education.

Zeenat Nabi of Society to Help
Education in Bangladesh
Intermational (Shebi), MNew Jersey,
Us, presented two case studies on
how NRBs can’help develop
Bangladesh's education.

She said Shebi, a New Jersey-
based non-profit organisation of
INRBs, is working to reduce the gap

. between the poor and the reach in

terms of getting the opportunity of
education.

« The organisation has olready
dlonated $250,000 to Bangladesh to
set up school-cum-cyclone shel-
ters in the coastal belt.

Another New Jersey-based
organisation named Compulter
Literncy Program (CLP) is also
playinga significant role in provid-
ing computer education to the
rural people, she said.

In collaboration with local non-
government organisadon D.Net,
CLP has established 59 computer-
learningcentresin 29 districts,

Nabi said as many as 8,000
students have already taken com-
puter literucy training from the
CLP-D.Metproject.

Though NRBs' efforts are still
limited, significant success can he
achieved in collaboration with the
povernment and NGOs, she noted.

She said such activities could be
widened by establishing a coardi-
nition centre so that NRBs could
link up with their country and

NRBs for transfer

contribute to educational develop-
ment.

Speaking on Promoting
Biotechnology, Dr Subarna Khan,
development scientist in ImClone
Systems, [nc, sald the goverament
should come forward o provide
suppott to the NRBs so that they
can transler their skill.

I, such a case "Viptual
Education’ could be a way to trans-
fereducational skill to Bangladesh.

Virtual education refers to
[nstrirction in a learning environ-
ment where teacher and students

are separated by time or space, or -

both, and the teacher provides
course content through course
minagement applications, multi-
media resources, Internet, anc
videocoriferencing,

Dhaka University Microbiology
Alumni Association of Maryland,
IS is raising a fund to donate edu-
catonal equipment to the Alma
Mater,

“This is very little what we are
doing. But if every department like
us comes forward (o do something
that could be significant for the
country,” she said.

There is no alternative to train-
ing af the teachers, said the educa-
tion secretary. "If we introduce
demand-based vocational school
programme, the amount of remic
tances would be doubled,” he
pointed out.

He said like all other sectors
corruption is one of the major
barriers o educational develop-
mentofthe country.

The primary and mass educa-
tion secretary admitted that there
islack of quality teachers for public
educational institutions.

Citing an example, he said the
government has recently
announced to recruit 13,000 pri-
mary teachers. But after holding an
examination it got only 61 percent
quality teachers against the
Tequirement.

As for training he said 71 per-
cent primary teachers have been
trained.

He however said anyone can
question the quality of rtraining,
adding thata mechanismis needed
to justily the teaching standard
before and after the rraining.

CA seeks long term
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The l::unLlud.ing ceremony of the
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Lhuwd.hurypmpusmgm change the

cansttution for granting equal rights
o the NRBs and setting up adevelop
ment bank mun with remitances
received from expatriates.

"T encournge NIBs to continue
and and these efforts (o ensure
that the skills developed abroad by
otr citizens can be used to the fullest
advantage of our nation," said
Fakhriiddin to the audience com-
prising over 1,000 expatriates who
attended the MRB conlerénce organ-
ised by Scholars Bangladesh.

The country's goal is to become a
middle-income country by 2021 10
coincide with 50 years of independ-
egnce and the goal can only be
achieved with the support from
citizens at home and abroad, the
chiefadvisersaid,

Expressing gratitudeand pride on
behalfofthenaton for the successful
achievements of the NRBs,
Fakhruddin said that there is an
urgent need w devise susminable
ways 0 pool financial and human
capital for the country's develop-
et

"It {5 now necessary more than
ever to create the environment and
opportunity for the NRBs 1o make
long-term contributions  the
socio-economic progress of the
nation,” he addecd,

In @ rure open quesdon and
answer session, Fakhruddin said the
government and the Election
Commission are stll orying to work
out the legal and logistical issues
about allowingthe NRBs o vote,

He also urged the NRBs (o estab-
lish a forum through which they can
formally engage in activitdes with
local administration and organisa-
tions.

HRE. | proposad thar the-¢

LiGen Jahangir, acting Armychief
and also the quartermaster general,

should be changed m™ dual
citizens the same rights enjoyed by
resident Bangladeshis.

The government has received a
proposal to establish a development
bank created with remitances
received from NRBs, he sald adding
that the bank would finance devel-
Opment projects in NUmMerous sec-
tors including health, education,
energyand infmstructure,

LeGen Jahangir said NRBS arealso
consideringsettingup anIT platform
o provide acreative outlet for strite-
gic interventons and look for job
opporiunifieshere.

Foreign Adviser [ftekhar A
Chowdhury said that the NRBs and
locals must find ways to strengthen
linkages through which expatriates
cian secure investments, assist in
education, share their expertise aned
extand theirmoral suppore.

Dir Eamnal Hiossain, an adviser to
the organisers, gave his vote of
thunks saying the conference is not
only an event but also the start of a
process that would strengthen the
tiess the NHHs have with Bangladesh.

Hansen Clarke, the Michigan
state senatorofBangladeshi descent,
said he is proud o claim Bengali his
heritage.

Merely electing public officials [s
not enough. Hather, the officials
must embrace the raditions of the
country, Senuitor Clarke said adding,
"Elected officials should no longer
raise their status and serve them-
selves but must serve others and the
peopleofBangladesh.”

Sanclra Kabir, head of Brac (UK,
sitid remittances should be used o
purchase bonds and the NRBs
showld not only eontribute here
finnncially, but also socially and
culturally.

Sundarbans
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caused by the cyclone's heavy tidal
wave that drove vast amount of salt
waiter deep into the forest, explainad
Elisabeth Fahrni Mansur, an envi-
ronmentalist and CEO of The Guide
Tours Lid on a visit o southeast
Sundarbans.

Mansur had just returned from
distributing relief materinls among
the Sidr victims. "It is encournging to
see how strong people are, they get
up again, build a new house, a new
life," she saicd.

At Katka, where Sidr hit the eoast,
fishermen came back for 'char paa’
fishing. They were putting out their
nets along the riverbank walting for
the tide to rise and carry the fish into
the map. On the shore, where the
cyclone destroyed the Forest
Department premises, the staffs
were busyrebuildingacotmge.

Wildlife of the forest is also getting
back to normal recovering from the
shock Cyclone Sidr mposed on
them. The animals found new terri-
tortes or reclaimed the old ones.
'Look here, a tiger,’ Abdul Kuddus, a
Torest guand said excitedly, poindng
towards paw prints of tiger on sand,
probably a day old Kuddus was
dccompanyinga group ofvisimes.

The Royal Bengal Tiger usually

claims an area of 15 square kilo-
metres. Fresh tger tracks were also
found along the Badamiola beach,
where Cyclone Sidr cracked trees asif
theywere matchsticks.

The faurm is busily trying to make
up the losses to the brood in the
remaining winter months. In a
nearhy forest, n white-bellied sen-
eagle couple could be seen collecting
twigs for anew nest. Thisendangered
raptor with a wingspan of about two
metes breeds once a year, maising a
solechicken.

Meanwhile, @ monkey was seen
teaching its haby how to collect food
while monitor lizards were taking a
lazy sunbath on undamaged tree
branches, A wild boar with young
pigs wis solling peacefully through
the forest and a deer famnily grazing
onariverbank.

There are prospects of more
liveliness with the harvest of Golpara
beginning soon. The locals use the
dried leaves of this tree, also kmown
as Nipah Palm, for thatching the
roofsoftheir huts.

However, the grass cutters who
collect straws for betel leal plinta-
tions, were yet to retum to the mead-
ows of Katka island. Many of their
colleagues lost theic lives in the
cyclone.

titusbon |

Hong Kong
granted greater
democracy

AP, Hong Kong

Hong I\nng ‘will be allowed to
directly elect its leader in 2017 and
all of its lawmakers by 2020 at the
earliest, China said yesterday, an

cannouncement that sparked pro-

tests by pro-democracy activists
who soughtanearlier date.

"A timetable for obtaining
universal sufirage has been set,”
the former British colony's leader,
Donald Tsang, said in announcing
the decision early Saturday. "Hong
Kong is entering a maost important
chapter of its constitutional his-
tory.”

Palitical analysts noted that
candidates contesting the leader-
ship race may still need to be nomi-
nated by an electoral committee
and that Beijing will likely remain
involvedin the election process.

Setting a timetable for universal
suffrage would help end conflicts
in Hong Kong and allow the bus-
tling financial hub 1o focus on
developing its economy, said Qian
Xiaoyang, a senior member of
China's parliament who ilew
HongKongto explain the decision.

He said Hong Kong would be
allowed o choose its leader
through a direct election in 2017,
and all its [awmakers by 2020 at the
earliest. Changes would need o be
made gradually, starting in 2012,
thedate ofthe next leadership race,
he said, without saying what those
changesmaybe.

The widely expected announce-
ment dealt a blow to Hong Kong's
opposition pro-democracy camp,
which had campaigned heavily for
full democracy in 2012 for hoth the
leadership and legislative polls.

Hundreds of people marched
through central Hong Kong in
protest, saying they had been
cheated out of their right to full
democracy. Holding banners that
read “democracy delayed is
democracy denfed,” they accused
Beifing of failing to listen tw the
wishes of Hong Kong's 7 million
people,

"We are extremely disappointed
you could say we are furfous about
this decision in ruling ouc 2012,
Democrat Party chairman Albert
Ho told Hong Kong government-
ritn. RTHK radio station. "The
wishes of the Hong Kong people
have been rntaEIy |E{nnred

R
Rice price
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quality rice available on the mar-
ket, which iad been sold for Tk 34
to Fk 35 a kg four days ago, was
sellingfor Tk 37 1o Tk 38 a kg yester-
clay,

The price of miniket, another
variery of popular medium quality
rice, leapt to Tk 40 to Tk 42 a kg on
the retail markets yesterday
whereas the same hid been sold for
Tk 36 to Tk 38 a kg just four days
HED.

Prices of paijam and other
categories of rice also rose by Tk 3
1o Tk4 akgover the same period.

Aiyub Ali, owner of Barisal
Agency at Karwan Bazar, said
prices of all kinds of rice have been
going up almost twice a day on the
wholesale markets since the Eid-
ul-Azha.

Meanwhile, the wholesalers of
Badamrtali in the old part ofthe city,
sitid price hikesat the source, and a
shortage of supply coupled with
increasing mansportation cost are
pushing the rice price up in the
capital.

Although the aman variety of
rice has not arrived in the markets
of the capital, its harvest is cur-
rently available at the source, but
wholesalers fear that the arrival of
aminis notlikely to arrest the price
hike since the entire agricultural
sectoris still reeling from the after-
shocks of Cyclone Sidr and the two
foods preceding it. On top of that
the production cost this year also
saw a sharp rise, contributing to
the angoing price hike of rice, they
added.

Soybernoil was being sold loose
forTk93 o Tk96 alitre yesterdayon
the retail markets, the price of
which had beenTkB7 to Tk 90 alitre
four days ngo.

While the price of a five-litre can
of soybean oil rose to Tk 460 o Tk
475 from Tk 440 to Tk 450 four days
ago.

Failing to cope with the spiral-
ling prices of essentials on the
Kitchen markets, shoppers of low
income group population of the
city were seen thronging the BDR
shopswith visceral desperation.

Dilferent varieties of coarse rice
were being sold for Tk 20 a kg at the
BDR shops yesterday, said a source
in the border security force which
had been deployed within the city
limits by the interim government
for curbing the [ncessantly sky-
rocketing prices of essentials.

India withdraws
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Citizens and entities from
Bangladesh and Pakistan have so
far been barred [kom making
investment in India as per the
EEMA regulations. Sci Lanka,
which too was in the negative listof
countries (n this regard, was
excluded three years ago. However,
the restrictions on investmenis
from Pakistan will continue,

FROMPAGE 1

Benazir's death. But the government
challenged the cover-up claim say-
ing the Pakistani government would
let the body of Benazir be exhumed
for inquiry if her party requested ir,
interior ministry spokesman
Brigadier Javed Cheema said on
Saturday.

With questions raised about the
official account of how she died,
which has been refected by Bhutto's
aides and supporters, Javed Cheema
said the Pakistan government had
told the truth.

"We do not require the assistance
of the international cormmunity,” he
said when asked about calls for an
ouside probeinto her assassination,
which has plunged the nuclear-
armed [slamic natdon deeper into
wrmoil,

"We understand the environ-
ment, the internatdonal community
does not understand the environ-
ment," Cheema told a news confer-
ernce,

Violent protests and looting
which have left at least 38 people
dead have rocked the nation of 160
million Muslims since Benazir was
assassinated at a campaign rally in
the northern city of Rawalpindi on
Thursday.

"In two days 38 innocent people
have lost their lives and 53 have been
injured," Cheema told AFR:

Cheema also said the violence
had also caused rens of million dal-
lars in damage, with hundreds of
shops, offices, banks, trains and cars
burned by rioters following Bhutto's
deathonThursday

The United States and Western
powers have urged Pakistan o com-
mit (o the democratic process in the
altermath of her death, but leading
oppositon Agure Mawaz Sharil has
alreacdy said his party would boycott
the polis.

Benazir's Pakistan People's Party,
which his accused the government
of rying o cover up her death, has
said it will take a decision on Sunday
onwhether to take part in the parlia-
mentary elections scheduled for
Januaryd.

The crisis-hit countey’s election
comimilssion said it would hold an
urgent meeting on Moncday to decide
the election's fate, but it indicated a
delay could be onthe cards.

"All activities pertaining to pre-
poll amrangements, Including print-
lng of ballot papers and [ogistics a3
wellas training of polling personnel,
have been adversely affected.” itsaid
inastatement.

In some places, the commission

+ said, the mcuriiy'ii[ﬁiatjun Wils "not

conducive”" to holding the elections
which Benazir had come home from
exdle inOctober to coniest,

It cited the death of an election
candidate in o bomb blst and said
election commission offices in nine
districts had been seton fre and that
voter lists had been "reduced to
ashes".

The polls would lack credibility
without the participation of
Henazir's PPE which has beeriinfuri-
atedd by the government's official
accountofthelrleader'sdeath.

Benazir died after a suicideatack
targeted her vehicle at a campaign
rally in the northern city of
Rawalpindi. Barly reports and wit-
nesses said she had been shot before
abombexploded nearby.

However the interior ministry
said she had no punshot or shrapnel
wounds. [t said the opposition leader
died after smashing her head an her
car'ssuntoofasshe tried to duck.

The ministry also blamed al-
(Qaeda, saying intelligence services
had intercepted a call from Bairullah
Mehsud, considered the extremist
group's topleader for Pakistan,

Senior members of Denazir
Bhutto's purcty dismissed the govern-
ment'sversionofevents as "lies”.

"There was a bullet wound [ saw
that went in from the back of her
head and came out the other side,”
Benazir's spokeswoman Sherry
Rehman, who was involved in wash-

ingherbady for burial, taldAFE

"This is ridiculous, dangermus
nonsense because itis a cover-up of
what actually happened,” said
Hehman.

Farnoq MNaik, Bhutto's lawyer and
asenionr PPP official, said Renaxdrhad
a second bullet wound in the abdo-
Mmer.

Benazir wils in outspoken critic
of al-CJaeda-linked militants blamed
for scores of bombings in Pakistan
andhad recelved threats.

But she had also accused ele-
ments from the intelligence services
ofinvolvement in a suicide attack on
a Benazirrally in October tharleft 139
dead and which she only narrowty |
escaped.

Maulana Omar, a spokesmiin for
alleged al-Qaeda kingpin Mehsud,
denied invalvementin the atackand
expressed griefover Benazir's death.

"This Is & conspiracy of the goy-
ernment, acmy and iitelligence
agencies,” sajd the spokesman from
Waziristan, a lawless tribal region
where: al-Qaeda [eaders, including
possibly Osama bin Laden, are
alleged tobe hiding,

One day after Benazir was laid to
rest at her family's mausoleum in
southerne Sindh provinge; Pakistan
was virtually paalysed with most
people unable to buy food or petral,
with all shops, [uel statdons, banks
andoffices closed down,

The streets of the country's main
cities -- Karachi, Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Luhore and Peshawar -
were largely empty, and n many
places there wits evidence ofviolence
andlootng.

Analysts warned that Pakistan
was facing its biggest crisis since
Hanpladesh splitoff from the country
maore than 15 years ago.

“We are heading townrds a very
uncertain phose of politics which has
the patential to plunge the country
into a state of anarchy,” Hasan
Askari, former head of political
science at Lahore's Punjab
University, told AFP

‘The assassinadon has also thrust
security concerns and foreign policy
back into the US political spotlight
less than a week before Americans
start vating to decide their
Democratic and Republican presi-
dental candidates.

Leading demaocratic -:::lndldam
Hillary Clinton called for an nde- '
pendent, intermational probe into &
Benazir's murder, saying
Musharraf's government had no
credibilicy.

"I think it's critically important
that we get answers and really those
ary due first and foremost o the
peopleofPakistan,” Clinton said.

Benazirwasburled on Fridaywith
hundreds of thousands of grief-
strfcken mourners [ollowing her
coffin on the final journsy o the
family’s mausoleum in the village of
Ghari Khuda Bakhsh,

Educated ar Harvard and Oxford,
Benazir first took the helm of
Pakistan in 1988, She was ousted in
1990 amid corruption allegatdons but
was premier again from 1993 to 1996.

She has been buried nexr o her
father Zulfikar All Bhutto, a former
premier who was hanged by the
miliarygovernment in 1979,

Meanwhile, New Delhi has sus-
pended two train services to Pakistan
following violence in the wake of the
assassination of former premier
Benazir Bhutto, the milways ministry
said.

Two frains were "cancelled on
security considerations with fmme-
diate effect until further notice,” the
ministry said in a smtement lafe
Friday.

The "Samjhauta {friendship)
Express” runs between Mew Delhi
and the eastern Paldsm"u city of
Lahore,

The "Thar Express" -- named
after a desert -- connects India's
Jodhpur city to the Pakistani town of
Khokrapiar and was reopened in 2006
aftera gap of four decades toimprove
relations between the peaple of the
rival mations. (AFR AP)

Govt asked

FROM PAGE 16
Zafar Igbal and Yasmeen Haque,
teachers of Shahjalal University of
Science and Technology (SUST),
MA Hasan, convenor of War Crimes
Faci-finding Commirtee, Sarwar Ali,
it trustee of Bangladesh Liberation
War Museum, Shamsur Hahman
Khan, former director general of
National Museum, Dr M Nurun
Nabi, & councllman of New Jersey,
US and Dr Dipu Moni, an Awami
Leagtieleader.

Prof Anisuzzaman said the
government should form a fot-
finding committee to collect evi-
dence of numerous atrocities com-
mitted during the Liberation War
and place thosebefore the wibunal.

He said war criminals would
have to be (ried under the
International War Crimes (Tribu-
nals) Act-1973.

Calling on the povernment to
include the UN, international jurists
and human rights organisations in
the process of trial, he said it is high
time that the war criminals are
broughtto book.

Dr MA Hasan said the trial is still
possible but for thatto happen there
mustbea political will.

Placing several evidence of
crimnes committed by the collaborm-
torsof occupying Pakistan forces, he
said, "Ag per the law, instructions of
perpetrators and their collabora-
tors, propagated through radio,
television, wireless anc print media

citn be used as courtevidence.”

He added, "Absence of tral has
thrown the nation into a cycle of
denial of justice, eroding the moral
fabricand self-confidence.

"The governmerit has to take the
inftiative to form an enqiiry com-
mission and tribunals to-break the
silence ofimpunity.”

Dr Muhammad Zafar [qbal
described how his father was killed
by the Pakistan army and their
collaborators inPirojpur

He saidl a group led by Captain
ljaz and Colone! Atique of the aceu-
pation force and local Muslim
League leader Afzal Hossain had
waylaid his father and a few others
returning from work. They killed
them all and dumped the bodies in
theriver.

DrYasmeen Haque in her speech
said trial of the war criminals was
hindered after Ziaur Rahman took
pOwer,

Prof Farida Banu urged the
government to revive the coses filed
atdifferent times

Criticizing Information Adviser
Mainul Hosein, the sister of mar-
tyred intellectual Giasuddin Ahmed
said, "The present caretaker povern-
ment is doing many things that are
notrelated roelecti

se in public service
eginning the trial of
war criminals,”



