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Performing Hajj

We have seen the culture of going
for Hajj and Umrah by our past
national leaders and heads of
state. Most of the citizens of
Bangladesh remained unaware
about the source of the money for
making such pilgrimage.
According to the principles of
[slam, a person with adequate
financial ahility must go for Hajj
once in his/herlifetime.

The expenses in such case
comes from the person's own
funds. Given the dire aftermath of
the Sidr cyclone, political uncer-
tainty, and the repeated outcry of
the people for the rights of infor-
mation, [ think the top govern-
ment functionaries could have
postponed their pilgrimage for a
year or so. Otherwise, they should
publicly provide the monetary
sources for making their pilgrim-
age this vear, [fthey are using their
personal funds for the pilgrimage

-to fulfil their religious obligations,
then [ think the people could

construe their timing of making
such pilgrimage as an inconsider-
ate act not taking into account the
misery in the cyclone-hit regions.
If the money is coming from gov-
ernment sources, then they have
failed to moke a real change in the
government, as they themselves
will be blamed for following what
their predecessors had done. [
think the nation expects them to
serve the cause of the people
during this crisis and would
appreciate if they could postpone
their pilgrimage forayearorso.

The nation deserves their unin-
terrupted attention in matters of
national importance as they have
taken the solemn oath to uphold
national [nterest over their per-
sonalinterests.

Are we going to see @ meaning-
ful change in the ways the govern-
mentruns its business?

Towhid Salam
Los Angeles
California
sA

the United States.

& Information System

Dhaka

Remitter programme
Across the developing world, total
global remittances from workers
to their families (USH240 billion)
amounts to more than DOUBLE
the value of foreign aid.

Why not create a “Remitter
Programme” whereby individuals
who remit above & certain amount
of US$ are given CIP status in a
quick and hassle-free process?
Perhaps the NRB conferencé in
Dhaka was a good occasion to
announce measures of this kind.

The "stick" of stringent legal
action has resulted in tremendous
growth of remittances via the
official channel. Pechaps we also
need a simultaneous "carrol” Lo
“incentivise” additional sources of
remittances. Bangladesh should
be a savings destination for NRHs,
niot just a recipient of subsistence
funds sent by workers to their
villages every monih.

Anwar Siddiqi
UK

GOVERMMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REFUSLIC OF BANGLADESH
Higher Secondary Female Stipend Project (Phase-3)
Directarata of Secondary and Higher Educatian

Dhaka.

o o= SESP-3Camputer & Plwiocapler pur/ | LLOTGaG

Tender Notice

Didee-2641 22007

rinisiry of Educalion

Directarate of Sacondary & Highor Educaltion

"3 [ Procuring Entity Name Higher Secondary Femala Supand Projact (Phasa-3)
4 | Procuring Entity Cade 6010
Precuring Entity District Dhaka

Initation for Purchaae of

LTS & Laser Printer.

Office Equipment; Fhowcopler & Computer with Toaded soll-aans nelodinge

| Invitation Raf No.

Mo: HSFSP-a/Camputer & Photocoplar pur/114/07/666

26-12-2007

5

i3

7
a8 Date
q Frocuremant Method
a

Opan Tendearing Mathod (OTM), as per FPR-2003

Budget and Source of Funds

Govt. of Bangladesh (GOB)

i Devaiopment Pariners (if applicabile)

Mona

12 Froject_Code

a010

13 Project

Higher Secandary Famale Stipand Praject (Phase-T)

14 Tender Package Nao.

GD-1/07-08

15 Tendar Package Name

Including UPS & Laser Printer.

Oifice Equipment: Pholocapler & Compuler with loaded saft-wara

16__| Tender Publicalion Dale 31-12-2007
17 | Tendar Last Selling Dala 22.01-2008
ta | Tender Closing Date and Tima | 23-01-2008 2.00 PM
15 | Tander Opening Date and Tima 23-01-2008 215 PM
10 | Mame & Address of the affice{s) Addrass "
~ | = Selling Tender Document a) Office of Iha Project Direclor, Higher Sacondary Female Slipend
Project (Phase-3), Aoom Mo-106, Ground Floor Shikkaha Bhaban, 16,
Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka-1000.
b} Seniar Asstl.Secretary, Room Mo # 913, Dev-01. Sec-20, Floor-08,
Central Transport Paol Bhaban, Sacratariat Extension Road. Ministry of
Education, Dhaka.
= - Receiving Tender Docurmant a) Oifice of the Project Oireclor, Highar Secandary Female Stipend
Project {Phase-3), Room Mo-106, Ground Floor Shikkana Bhaban, 186,
Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka-1000.
b} Senior Asslt.Secretary, Rdom Mo # 913, Dev-01, Sec-20, Floor-08,
Central Tranzport Pool Bhaban, Secretariat Extension Road, Ministry af
Education, Dhaka. it
" Opaning Flace of  Tendar | Office of the Project Director, Higher Secondary Female Stupand Project
Documant {FPhasa-3), Foom Mo-106, Ground Floor Shikkaha Bhaban, 16, Abdul
i Gani Aoad, Ohaka-1000
21 Pra-Tender Meating will not ba hald. X

22 Eligibility af Tenderer

* This invitation of tandar is open for all phatocopier, comptilar &
ralevant equipment Manufacturers/suppliars of Bangladash.
= Must have 05 years genaral asperience of supplying equipments & 03
years spacific experience of Pholocopler, computer & accassonas
supplying. )
* The tendarer must hava annual lurmaver Th 15 lakhs
pear annum for last five years.
= And othars crilarla menticned in TOS.

23 | Brief Dascription af Goods

Lot-1: 04 Band Pholocopiers

Lot-2: Computer & Accessorias
7.1 08 Brand Computers with Looded soft=wane inatallution
2.2-05UPS

2.3 =015 D Laser Printers

24 Price of Tender Documeant (Tk)

BDTk.500/-(Man-refundabie) to be deposited in Govt. Accounta Code Ma-
1/2631/B0102681 through treasury challan in Bangladeah Bank, Ohaka.

25 Griaf Dascription of Related

| Services

Lat-1: : Instalation of supplied photocopiers in Dhaka, Chittagang,
Rajshahi, Khulna Metro llaison office.

Lot-2 Instaliation of supplied Computars, UPS(s), and Laser Printers wilh
londed safl=wore in Dhaka, Chilagong, Rajshahl, Khulna Matra lialzan
office.

25-_|' it | Identificalion of Lat Locaticn Tendar Sacurity Complelion Time in
i Amaunt refundable) Waeaks ! Months

o1 04 Brand Photocopiers DSHE, Th.35,000/- six weeks after award of

02 Computer & Accessories cantract

021 | 05-Brand Computers  with

1o sofl-winne

022 | A5UPS

02,3 | 05 Brand Laser Printars
27 _ | Mama of Official Inviting Tender Md. Tazul Islam
28 | Designation of Ofiigial Inviting | Project Director

Tender

29 Address of Official Inviting Tender

Project Director, Higher Secandary Female Stipand-Praject (Phasa-3),
Room Mo-101, Greund Flogr Shikkaha Bhaban, 16, Abdul Goanl Road,

E Dhaka-1000. i
a0 Contact detalls of Officlal Inviting | Tal. Mo, 7171224 Fax MNo | e-mail:
Teandar
31| The procuring enlity resenies the right to accept ar reject all tandars 5
i 197
s (Md. Tazul Tslam)
GO4733 Project Director

= 7171224

The year 2007 witnessed an unprecedented event-
Prof. Dr. Drew Gilpin Faust became the first woman
President of America's most prestigious and oldest
university, The Harvard University which was estab-
lished in 1636. So, it appears that the time has come
for the American women to take up the leadership of

At the moment, a Senator from New York, Hillary
Diane Rodham Clinton, is preparing to participate in
the coming presidential race of the United States. If
she is elected, and she definitely deserves to be as [
strongly believe, she will be the first woman President
of the United States. [n my rating, Hillary Clinton is
indeed a bold leader for a stronger and more friendly
America. [ sincerely hope that the democracy-loving
Americans will vote for Hillary to be their next leader.
{ am confident that under the prudent leadership of
Hillary Clinton America will enter into a more relaxed
and tension-free era of prosperity and achievement!

I strongly support Hillary Clinton's candidature for
the presidency of the United States.

Professor M Zahidul Haque
Department of Agricultural Extension

Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University
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Rules and regulations
Formation of the Regulatory
Reform Commission (RRC) and
the idea of circulation of drafted
rules & regulations for public
opinion (source: The Daily Star,
14-12-07) is certainly 2 pralsewor-
thy measure. It could make us,
general citizens, conscious and
protected from unexplained
harassment-- the hamisment we
faced in the past due to absent or
hidden public rules and regula-
tions.

Bur as a conscious cidzen, [
have several queries and logical
points to raise:

Can this RRC prevail after the
next government tikes over? And
who would monitor the imple-
mentation of the rules & regula-
tions?

To whom the public would
place their objections in light of
the newly formed rules & regula-
tions?

will the future governments be
obliged to circulate any kind of
change in the rules & regulations?
Can the affected officials be com-
pensated in any logical way?

Will the errant high officials be
punished, either by demation or
financial compensation to the
affected official?

In other words, the final rules &
regulations must be formulated
for the betterment of public.
Ensuring.its appropriate imple-
mentation is crucially important.

Mylogical points for future are:

a) All first class officers, | mean
newly appointed ones, should be
supplied with a copy of Rules &
Regulations, including their job
responsibility. Absence of the
latter made us suffer a lot in the
past.

b} The Regulatory Reform
Commission (RRC) might be the
ultimate authority for hearing
violations of the Rules &
Regulations. Therefore a hierarchy
of the hearing committee should
besetup.

I believe the above should be
ensured to attain the abjectives of
the RRC.

Dir. Lailun Nahar

| On e-mail

University teachers
Despite all hope for a "honour-
able" solution of the recent DU
incidents, the issue seems (o be
getting into a "black hole”. As an
ordinary citizen we would once
again request the government not
to take any steps which would lead
them to a point of no-return. That
would only further destabilise the
overall situation prevailing in the
country including the present
questfordemocracy.

One relevant issue can be rmised
here: Will the government make
public the judicial inquiry com-
mission report?

We continue to hope and pray
that the government would fulfill
its solemn commimment to the
teachers and students and release
the four teachers within two
weeks as reported by the media.
Areader
O e-mail

Oureducationsystem

The educadon system of our
country, after 36 years of inde-
pendence, still remains the same.
Only the grading system has been
introduced and every year a large
number of students pass their 55C
and HSC examinations acquiring
Golden GPA-5. But still the main
problem in this case is that the
bonks published by the National
Curriculurn & Text Book Boar
cannot be compared with the
international standards. The

syllahuses prescribed by the board
which direct the students to do
their studies in a planned way are
mostly not practical. And majority
of Bangla-medium students can't
cven speak English fuently,
despite their knowledge of gram-
mar and the intraduction of FM
method, communicative English
and such other processes. In
addition to this, The English books
of primary level truly lack in qual-
ity and standard. Most of the S5C
examinees memorise the essays,
paragraphs, letters etc. from
which they surely get one in the
examination and they can easily
pass without the ability to write
freelyin English.

S0 we cannot really think of a
bright future.
Shetu Biswas
Veripara Mare
Rajshahi

Talk-show culture

[ noted a complaint in the press
about the new culture of TV talk-
shows [after the sulfocation of the
muzzled freedom of the press by
the dictated political regimes, now
drowning and seeking foating
straws for survival|. We Bengalese
have got the natural gift of the gab
- it creates a lot of intellectual
gurhage!

We agree to differ, most of the
time, We see it in our narmal daily
life interactions; in the shops,
markets, with the hawkers and
sellers. That is one of the basic
reasons why the two charismatic
political parties, AL and BNE
could never come [0 a CONSENSUS
about any of the national goals
and objectives, even after three
decades since 197 1. Diversity does
not mean disunity. Our political
leadership is not equal to the long-
term tasks of the new nation. We
asked forit!

Think more, talk less (a weak-
ness for the microphone); and try
to behave like citizens of the world
in taday's global village, and not as
a citizen attached to a pardcular
political party. This is a sign of
inferiority complex. Why we seek
so much security, and at the same
time cry for all sorts of freedam?
Freedom isnot a licence, The right

to differ should be respected, nac -

muzzled.

Cur hardwaorking chasi bhals
and sisters and village folks are
maore practical, as they face the
dark and foreboding realities of
dally life in an LDC. Ourintellectu-
als suffer from superiority com-
plex (theary and practice}? Why

and how this beating about the

bush for long three decades? We
do not seem to notice any light at
the end of the wnnels (too many
diverging channels of
miscommunication).

Dhaka appears (o have
invented the concept of neutral,
non-political caretaker gover-
nance during the perlod of pre-
elections. Even this was suspected
to be corrupt, as the previous one
had to be replaced. For how many
more years we would play this
fruitless game of experimenting as
rabble rousers?

Otherwise, our growth rate
would have exceeded eight per
cent {note the neighbour]. One
indirect indication of sagacity is
the conservation of time and
energy. Our systems losses in
various public services are notori-
ousty high, year after year, for
decades; starting with corrupt
practices, which have become a
philosophy of life. The list of our
national weaknesses is never-
ending.

Let us pause and recapitulate
and review how to run our country
during the restof this century.
AMawaz
Dhaka

Why this delay?

My elder brother was a dedicated
physician. Dr. Azlzul Hugq retired
as Deputy Director of Sir
Salimullah Medical Hospital in
1999, He applied for his pension
the same year. He died in 2002.
Neither pension nor his provident
fund money he could enjoy during
his lifetime.  Five more years
passed, his wife somehow drew
G.B fund money and 12 months
payafter undue persuasion as well
as paying enough bribe. She and
her unemployed son are still
awaiting for the pension money
long overdue. Perhaps none in the
health ministry reviews the pend-
ing pension cases even once in
seven years. Dr. Azizul Huq died
without pension. His widow a
digbetic padent is languishing in
poverty in these hard days waiting
for her husband's pension.
Corrupt officials are extracting
money in every possible way. [s
thare none to lookafter these?

The ACC may find a classic case
of systematic pension corruption
onlyiftheydigalittle. .

M. Sanaul Hug
One-mail

Registration of political parties

Due to the political crisis
and unstable law and order
situation in the country,
the people welcomed the
formation of the reconsti-
tuted new civil caretaker
government headed by Dr.
Fakhruddin Ahmed.

The present Election
Commission has been
making all out efforts to
hold our stalled elections
by December 2008 as per
its declared roadmap.

But as the month of
December 2008 is
approaching, some people
are becoming impatient
and getting skeptical about
the prospect of the sched-
uled election because of
the following reasons:

1. Awami League leaders
demand that their party
President Sheikh Hasina
has to be released from
prison or they may not

" participate in the election.

2. BNP leaders demand

that their party unless the parties amend
Chairperson Begum their existing constitu-
Khaleda Zia has to be tions.”

released from prison or 7. Dissent among BNP
they may not participate in ~ leaders.

the election.

3. Some political parties
demand of the Election
Commission not to register
the political parties which
opposed the country's
liberation war in 1971,

B. Isit possible to amend
the party constitution
under the emergency?

9. Why did not the
Election Commission issue
necessary guidelines, terms
and conditions for registra-

4, Some political parties  tion of political parties in
demand of the Electinn time, six to eight months
Commission not to register  ago?

political parties which The functions of the
practise politics based an Election Commission are
religion. defined in Article 119 (1) of

the Constitution of the
People's Republic of

5. The political parties
demand trial of war crimi-

nals. Bangladesh. We are not
6. The declaration of the  aware of any other function
Chief Election as stated in Article 119 (2)

of the Constitution.
Would the Electinon

Commissioner that "Many
of the paolitical parties
including the BNE which Commissian kindly elarify
lack practice of democracy  the relevant matters?
within, cannat register with  0.H. Kabir

the Election Commission Dhaka

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Dirgclorate Ganerdl of Family Planning
Janasankhys Bhaban
Azimpur, Ohaka-1205

T e i
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Invitation for Tender (IFT)

1. | Ministry Ministry af Health and Family Welfara,

2, | Aganoy Directorate General of Family Planning.

3. | Procuring antity nama Dirgctor (Logistics & Supply) and Una Direclor (Procurement, Storage & Supply
Managameant}.

4, | Procuring enfity code Mona.

5. | Procuring entity district Dhaks.

f. | Invitatian lor Procuramant of Fork Lift (Powerad Stackerj & Whaa! for Fork Lift of Powarad Stackar.

7. | Invitation Ref. Mo. DGFP/LAS-2/2007-2008/6248/1780

B. Data 28/122007.

9, | Procurement method Jpan tenderng method {OTH).

10. | Budnat and source of funds GOB (Davelopmant).

11. | Davelopmen! partnar Mang.

12. | Programme codg Mone.

13, | Programme name Health, Mutiition and Populaticn Seclor Programma.

14, | Tender package Mo, GFPLPAOT-8)04

15. | Tender package nama Procuramant of Fark Lift (Powerd Stackar) & Whael for Fork Lilt of Powered Stackar.

16. | Tendar publication dala -

17. | Tender last salling date 27/01/20048 within office haur,

16. | Tandar closing dale & tima 28:01/2008 vp to 11:30am.

19, | Tandarapening date & lima 28/01/2008 at 12:30nm.

20. | Name and address of the | 1. Logistics & Supply Unit, Direcarats Ganarsl of Famidy Blanning, Azimpur, Dhaka.
offica(s): 2. Office of the Additonal Direcior (Dgs & Staras), Cantral Warehousa, Family
Salling lander document Planning, Mehakhall, Dhaka.

Hecenvinguander documant Loplstics & Supply Unit, Diractorals Ganeral of Family Planning, Azimpur, Ohaka-1205,
Opaning tendar documant Oifica of the Director (Logistics & Supply), Directorats Ganeral of Family Planning,
Janasankhya Bhaban, Azimpur, Ohaka- 1 205,

21 | Place/dala/time ol pre-tander | Logistics & Suppiy Unit, Diractorata Genaral of Family Planning, Japasankhya Bhaban,
meeting Azimpur, Dhisa-1205 on 09/01/2008 at 1 1:00am.

22, | Eligibliity ol tenderar The tandearer shall hava & minlmum of last § (five) yaars of averall asparlance n the
supply of similar goods. The tenderer shall have a minimum of 2 {two) years of
gxperience in supply of spacific goods. Tha tenderer shall hava other qualifications as
par tendar documents. The minimum annual praduction capacity of the manufaciurer
ghall be thrae imas of 2 {tno) places of Fork Lift (Pawered Stacker) and 2 {two) sefs of
Whael far Fork Lift af Powarad Stacksr,

23. | Brlel descriplion of goods Procuramerit of 2 (wo) piaces of Fark LIt (Poweared Stacker) & 2 {two) sets of Whaal
tor Fork LIt af Powarad Siacker.

24, | Brial deseriplion of relatad services | 3 (three) years Irse servicas after installation.

25, | Prica of lendar documant Tl 1000/~ {on2 ihousand) anly (non-refundable). Payment will ba made by Pay
OrderBank Draft in favour of Oiector (Logisties & Supply) & Line Diractar
{Procuramant. Storage & Supply Management), Dirsctorate Oaneml af Family
Planning, Azlimpur, Ohaka-1205.

26. | Brial description of goods with lot | Lot Name of ifzm Quanlity Prica af Tandar Time for
number, price ol lepdar | Mo tender security completian of
documant, tendar security and document | amaount of supgy in
complation of supply ele in Taka Taka weeks

1 Fork Litt (Powerad | 02 (twol 1,000/~ 000000 | 12 (bwehz)
Stechkar) ocs wogks  from
2 Whesa [or Fork Lilt | 02 (o) 4,000 .00 dale of
af Powerad 5elg COfIrEEt
Slacker [sach =at sinafura
contains wilh
sayan wheels of
various sizes|

27. | Mame of official inviting 1ander Md Hossaln Malla.

28. | Designation of official inwiting | Direcior (Logisics & Supply) and Lme Oirecior (Procuramant, Storage’ & Supply
tandar Management].

29, | Address of official inviting tlender | Loglstics & Supely Unit, Diractorata Genaral of Family Planning, Janasankhya Bhaban,

Azimpur, Dhaka-1208.
30, | Contact detalls of official inwiting | Direcior (Logistics & Supply) and L Dirsctor (Procurement, Storage & Supply
lander Management), Drecwrate General o Famiy Planming, Janasankhya Bhaban,
Azimpur, Dhaka- 1205, Bangladesh.
Talephane ; B8G-2-8627557, BA0-2-8625512
Facsimile number BE}-2-8625012
Elactranic mall addrass dirsdie @agni.com
_ azigin & dekko.nat bd
3. | a. The meg antity reserves the right [ acoapt or reject e enders and nol baund o aocent he lowest offer by iha endersr,
b, Allclauses and sub-clauses af "Public Procurement Raguiation 2003" will t= strictly followed.
I Hossaln Molla
Oirector (Logistics & Supply} and
i Line Director (Procuremant, Storage & Supgly Management)
Daputy Secratary
Gohy4s - . Phone-BRITSST




