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POINT

,
istan where extremist Muslims are carrying

out mass murder of fellow Muslims who don't share their vision of a mythical pure
Islamic society? The answer may be a qualified no. Unless Pakistanis can find a way to
stand up against the Taliban, al-Qaeda and their fanatical acolytes, and not provide
them with moral support, demacracy will not be able to function.

MAHMOOD ELAHT

VER since her return to

Pakistan, Benazir Bhutto

had been a target of oppor-
tunity for Muslim extremists
belonging to Al Qaeda, Tallban and
assorted group of Muslim extrem-
Ists. Being an educated and liberal-
minded woman, she was most
hated by these Muslim extremists
and they declared a war against her
even hefore her arrival. For them, a
woman as head of government is
totallyunaceeptable.

But the murder of Benazir
Bhutte is only symptomatic of
larger mass murders carried out by
extremists in Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and other Muslim
countries. [n Pokistan, al-Qaeda
and fts Taliban surrogates have
been carrying out reguler suicide
bombings, killing ordinary
Pakistanis In the name of Islam.

Only a week before Bhutto's assas-
sination, they carries out a bloody
suicide bombing during Eid-ul-
Azha in a mosque, killing and
injuring scores of ordinary
Pakistanis.

Considering that ordinary
Muslims are being killed by the
these terrorist groups, it is surpris-
ing that the Taliban and al-Qaeda
remain highly popular in many
parts of Pakistan. This may be case
ofa larger what is called Stockholm
Syndrome inwhich the victims feel
sympatheiic towards their tormen-
tors and believe in a scapegoat
provided by theiroppressors.

The Taliban and al-Qaeda are
killing fellow Muslims in Pakistan
and Afghanistan (and Iraq) while
blaming it on the Americans. As
Daily Times columnist Ehaled
Ahmed wrote: "In Suden and
Somalia, Muslims are killing

Muslims. In Afghanistan Muslims
killed Muslims in the civil war
before the world moved in with
daisy-cutters with a UN legal cover.
In Pakistan, Muslims kill Muslims
then blame it on [ndia ... Muslims
have learnt to kill [Muslims| in
many ways, When convenient, they
blameiton Americaand India."
With such a ready-made scape-
goat available, it is not surprising
that the Taliban and al- Qaeda can
carry out mass murders af fellow
Muslims and still retain thelr popu-
larity. In [rag, the Sunni extremists
have been systematically slaugh-
tering their fellow Shiite Muslims.
They have bombed Shia masques
filled with worshippers. They have
bombed Shiite schools and hospi-
tals, killing women and children. [n
2006, they destroyed the Golden
Mosque at Samarra, one of hollest
Shiite shrines -- all the while blam-

ingthe Americans.

In Palestine, Hamas, which won
the clection, has been brutalising
its rival Fatah while blaming the
Israelis for thelr misfortune.
During recent fighting for Gaza,
Hamas was accused by Human
Rights Waich of "violations inter-
national humanitarian law, in
some cases amounting to war
crimes.” According to Human
Rights Watch: "Hamas military
forces captured 2B-year-old
Muhammad Swaicki, a cook for
Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas's presidential guards, and
executed him by throwing him to
his death, with his hands and legs
tied, from a 15-story aparment
building in the Gaza City."

The unspeakable brutality of
Hamas toward fellow Palestinians
stands in stark contrast with the
moderadon it has shown to kid-
napped BBC journalist Allan
Johnston by arranging his release.
Why Hamas showed no mercy to
Muhammad Swairki, a poor
Palestinian cook? The answer may
be that Hamas has no sympathy
with a fellow Palestinian who does-
n'tshareits vision.

In [ran, the ruling Shiite mullahs

are repularly slaughtering fellow
Iranians who don't share their
vision of Shia Islam. [ranian writer
Azar Nafisi tells us ubout the bru-
tality of Shiite mullahs in her hook
Reading Lalita in Tehran, Her story
of Iran is a struggle for survival ina

country where Shia mullahs regu-_

larly "hang people in the streets,” -
-acountry where educated women
are viewed as enemies of the state.
If Benazir were an Iranian leader,
she would have met the same fate
in the hands on extremistMuslims.

This leads us to the guestion:
Candemocracy functioninacoun-
try like Pakistan where extremist
Muslims are carrying out mass
murder of fellow Muslims who
don't share their vision of a mythi-
cal pure Islamic society? The
answer may be a qualified no.
Unless Pakistanis ean find away to
stand up against the Taliban, al-
Qaeda and their fanatical acolytes,
and not provide them with moral
support, democracy will not be
ableto function.

Look at how Hamas, which won
the election, is brutalising fellow
Palestinians who support the rival
Fatah, Democrcy cannot funcdon if
the people are filled with hatred and
extremists can continue to systemat-
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Benazir's family mourns killing of another Bhutto,

ically murder those they consider as

hereticsand deserve inbekilled.
Benazir Bhuto i5 only one,

albelt the most famous, of many

victims of al-Qaeda and the Taliban
who have turned Pakistan into a
veritable Terroristan, Unless they
are contained, election will not
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bringanychange.

Mahmaad Elshi i a frealance coninbulor to The
[aily Slar,

Second generation NRBs: Untapped
resource

Avup Korom ALt

HAKA wimessed one of
the biggest gathering of
MRB professionals at
Hotel Sheraton over the past three
days. The three day event that com-
menced Thursday and ended yes-
terday is organised byanot for profit
organisation, Scholars Bangladesh,
withthesupportofthe government.
The organisers want to acknowl-
edge and celebrate the achieve-
ments of the NRBs living in different
part of the world. But more impor-
tantly they want talented NHHs ©
come and use their talents In the
development of thelr mother coun-
try. This is a timely initiative and the
organisers deserved to be congratu-
lated. Judging by the number of
people who attended the inaugural
session the conference promises o
hearesoundingsuccass.
[am anon-resident Dangladeshi
living in the UK. The UK has o large

and growing Bangladeshi popula-
tion, estimated to be around
400,000. It is a young population
und the vast majority of the present
Aritish Bangladeshis arc born and
broughtupin the UK.
Beonomically, Bangladesh has
benefted greatly from the presence of
Bangladeshis i the UK. In the past,
the UK Bangladeshis have sent large
remittances to support their relatives
in Bangladesh. But more recenty
economically more prosperous ones
have stated to invest here too in com-
merce and ndustries, [am told that
Aritish Bangladeshis are now the
biggest investors in Bangladesh.
Naturally the government wants
more British Bangladeshis to come
and invest here and why not? The
investment climate here is much
more fvourable and if my fellow
Hritish NRBs can make more money
by investing here, [amall forit.
However, what government
ministers and policy makers in

Bangladesh failed to notice is that
the British Bangladeshis have
much more to offer than just cash.
In the last decade, with the emer-
gence ofthe second generation, the
British Bangladeshi community
has grown a big reservoir of human
resources, It s estimated that there
are around 30,000 British
Bangladeshi graduates. The num-
berisincreasing every year approx-
imately by 3 -4,000. Among these
there are people with expertise and
skills in most professional areas.
The government needs o utilise
the skills and talents of these NRBs

itk developnithtafthe cothmy”

The second generation British
Bangladeshis can be a [orce for
good in Bangladesh, and, if utlised
eflectively, can introduce a dyna-
mism and energy that is badly
neededin the country.

Theqguestion is what needs to be
done and how can this group be
enticed to consider Bangladesh as
a destination for the investment of
their professional skills?

The first thing to recognise here
is that there is a lot of interest and
good will out there to getinvolved. [
know this [rom my own experience.
[ spent three years managing a
European funded project in Sylhet
focusing an Urban Environmental
Muanagement. Though very chal-
lenging, I found the experience one
of the most rewiarding periods of
my professional career. Given the
same option, [ know many second
generation Bangladeshis who
would jump atthe opportunity.

However, the skilled and the
talented will not come here for the
love of the country. Theywill ask for
appropriate remunerations.

Bangladesh needs to be bold and

radical here. Keyareaswhere the use
of NRB skills and expertise can be
utilised should be identified. These
could be IT, tourism, finance, and
local government. [n other words,
areas that are of strategic impor-
tance to the future of the economy.

Once this is done a pilot scheme
cun be devised to recruit a nurnber of
NRBD professionals in key sectors on
short term contracts, On the face ofit,
this will appear to be avery expensive
scheme, especially if you have to pay
the UK mte. The government need not
patnic. [n the lomg run, the country will
wiif miote a5 these people will "de-
liver" and the country will gain. The
contracts should be based on ambi-
tious targets and tghtly managed.
Poormanagementcapacityandalack
af"cando” animde is abig problem in
Bangladesh. An injection of skilled
and motivated MNRBs can provide an
opportunity to challenge this culture
and bring about a manslormational
change in important areas public and
civilactministration,

In the past, the "brain drain” has
been from the poar countries like
Bangladesh to the rich countries in
Europe and America. With the
engagement of second generation
NRBs in development efforts here,
the brain drain can be reversed.
However, the guestion is will the
policy makers and polidcians in
Bangladesh have the courage to
think beyond the box and be radi-
cal? Scholars Bangladesh has done
a great job by organising this con-
ference. Let's hope something
meaningful comes outofit.

The: wriler iz a an elected counclior and a local
avarment afficzal in the LK,

Resident or non-resident?

Hanmur HaQuUE KHONDEER

ECENTLY, in Delhi, as a

Delhite historian friend

was showing me a histori-
cal site, she said the architect of
that monument was from Persia. [
shot back, saying: “He must have
been the first NRI, Non-resident
[ranian, [mean.”

Professor Atish Dipankar was a
non-resident Bangladeshi (MRB)
who went all the way to Tibet after
a stint in Malaysia to teach in the
early Llth cenwry. He returned
home nine centuries later in a
coffin in an independent
Bangladesh. ;

Globalisation has many casual-

‘ties. The dtle of ‘an”interesting

book on telecommunication
generated globalisation is: The
Death of Distance (Frances
Cairncross, 1997). In addition to
distance and to some extent, time,
MRB or MR, or whatever, too s
becoming a casualty of
globalisation.

Who is a resident and who is a
non-resident has been blurred by
globalisation. Once someone
asked Professor Saskia Sassen, a
prominent author on the subject
of globalisation, where she lived.
She answered: "While not on a
plane, [ live in Chicago.™" Like
Sassen, now at Columbia
University, New York many in this
globalised world have become
footloose, unanchored.

While Channel i news showed a
clip of NRB conference in Dhaka
recently, the news featured four
speakers: Dr. Atiur Rahman, Dr.
Kamal Hossain, Professor Jamilur
Reza Chowdhury, and Professor
Bazlul Mobin Chowdhury as
spedkers of varfous sessions, For

those who live in Bangladesh,
these are familiar faces and
names. For me, though [ do not
live in Bangladesh these days,
these are familiar names as well.

Dr. Atiur Rahman is an econo-
mist, or, more appropriately, a
farmous socio-economist, an NGO
actvist, a columnist, a powerful
writer in Bangla. Dr. Kamal
Hassain, an internationally famed
jurist, one of the founding mem-
bers of Transparency
International, former law and
foreign minister of Bungladesh
and close confidant of
Bangabandhu. He studied eco-
nomics ar University of Michigan
before porning to do a Ph.O, in
taw at Oxford. Professor [amilur
Ieza Chowdhury a brilliant engi-
neering professor, now vice-
chancellor of Brac University, also
served as an adviser to the care-
taker government. Professor
Bazlul Mobin Chowdhury, a soci-
ologist Ph.D. from Aberdeen
University, Scotland, s currently
the vice-chancellor of
Independent University of
Bangladesh (IUB).

These four individuals are not
only wonderful human beings and
scholars of disdnction, they are in
one sense MABs wo. They all went
and spent time overseas. But they
also returnied to their base quietly
without the glare and glory of NtBs.
They were potental NIitBs. In fact,
many in Bangladesh who helped
place Bangladesh on the global map
inafavourablelight are NRBs except
theywerenot called assuch.

Professar Muhammad Yunus
and Mr. Fazle Hasan Abed are the
two names that spring o mind.
Professor Yunus did teach at a US

university before heading back to
Chittagong University. Mr. Abed
returned to Bangladesh after the
liberation of Bangladesh. Both of
them worked for the liberation of
Bangladesh while they were away
inUSand UK, respectively.

The editor of the newspaper you
are reading left a cushy job with
Unesca (imagine all the great
postings [n Paris, New York,
Bangkok, and the perks) and
returned to Dhaka where one nfthe
avocations of a journalist has
become facing haseless law suits or
threats. And there are other young
journalists who left promising
overseas careers (even legal career
in US) to returnt to Hangladesh,
Ihey were not targeted by any
government department, They did
it on their own. Let's say that they
missed home-cooked food,

One young wuoman who shares
my last name (but unrelated) was
teiching in a college in US. One day
she saw the college president to tell
him that she was quitting to return
to Dhaka. The president cauld not
believe it, bur she meant what she
had said. I can give a long list of
peaplewho could break the tempta-
tion of overseas living and rerurned
home. Others stayed but their
hearts were in Bangladesh, their
bodies were overseas. As
plobalisation deepens, people will
live in multiple localities. And they
will have multiple jobs. A friend of
fine, a Kolkata-born economist
educated in US has worked his way
up to be a professor in a mid-sized
US university and now helping set
up a private university in
Bangladesh (Chittagong! using his
experience of setting up one in
Venezueln,

The life of Mr. Carlos Ghosn who
is an NIE (non-resident Beaziltani
illustrates the point most elo-
quently. He is the CEO of Henault,
which he turmed fromaloss-making
to a profit-making company. His
reputation spread. He was hired by
Missan as CEO but he did not quit
his French job. He is CEO of two
companies (o two different parts of
the warld at the same time and
spends a lot of time commuting
between Parisand Tokyo,

In the mid 19905, I knew some
promising Indians who had fabu-
lous jobs inbanks ond other private
sectors in Singapore, but had
returned o India. Yes, the Indian
government wis supportive, but
they were allured by the new
apportunities in India following
the cconomic reforms. | racked
one stich family who lived very well
in Singapore, but now live in apu-
lence inaposh New Dethisuburb.

I know one NRB who left a high
paying teaching job in Brunel and
returned to Dhaka, bueafrerawhile
one fine moming, he packed his
stuffand headed for a new destina-
tion. He teached in an Australian
university now. [ know another
academic who very much wanted
to live in Austrlia but Australia
would not keep him. He found his
wily (o Dhaka via Singupore to &
private university. And eventually
moved back to Canada, In a
plobalised warld, weare all MIUBs as
we are all non-MRBs. The so-called
creative class, as Richard Florida
calls them, has become [ootloose.
And globalisation is going to make
itmoreso.

Thewuorld is our oyster.

The authar |s 3 professar of soclology ab Zoyed
University, A Ohabi

Reforms and election

Z. A KHAN

HE political history of the

South Asian subcuntinent

is fairly old and eventiul. In
fact, formal organisational politics
in South Asia started with the
formation of the Indian Congress
in 1885. The Muslims of India
emerged as @ separate political
entity with the formation of
Muslim League about a hundred
years back. [tis, indeed, a shame for
our politicians that we failed to
provide truly democratic politics to
our people despite having a long
political past. The political bank-
rupicy that we now encounter is
the legacy ol negligence, disregard,
and the feudalistic attitude of our
leaders over the years.

The major political parties
BNP and AL have now reached a
critical juncture, where their
future seems bleak because of the
people's disenchantment with
the high-handedness of their
leaders. Although both these
parties hid been able to steer
away fraom unmanageahle politi-
cal crises in the past, it seems
quite an uphill task this time
around, 48 our peaple want to see
the political parties bring about
some qualitative change in the
politicalcitlture.

Thers Bave been a few changes
of the ‘guard since August 1973,
and people have settled dawn with

the change. But this time insular-
ity ruled the roost in the politcal
landscape, which gave way to
vinlence that threatened to snow-
ball into civil strife had not the
government proclaimed state of
emergency on january 11,

The situation after the caretaker
government under Dr. Fakhruddin
Ahmed took over and promised
holding af free and fure election on
a level playing ficld is gradually
settiing down after a few inidal
lightning acts to assure the people
that "zero tolerance” would be
shown towards perpetrators of
activities considered derogatory o
the people's interest and country’s
SeCUrily Concerns.

In a unique demonstration of
resolution to staump out corrup-
tion and abuse of power, the CTG
has arrested the top suspects,
including two former prime min-
Isters, which is a rare example.
People at large heaved a sigh of
reliefand regained the losthope of
it democracy which would be of
the people, by the people and for
the people.

So one could say that 1/11 came
in response to the people’s clam-
ouring for halting of the gross
mismanagement of affairs of state,
which almost led us to the brink of
civil war. Thanks to the CTG which
came to power on people’s
demand, and certainly not to
implement a blueprint of an inter-

estgroup.

Skepticism about holding of the
national election on fanuary 22,
lass of confidence of major politi-
cal parties in the Election
Commission's sincerity to hold the
election fairly, formation of & CTG
with people having partisan out-
look, and that too headed by the
president of the republic (which
was rejected outright by AL and a
few minar parties), and corruption
and abuse of power are a few of the
reasons that led to destabilisation
of the peace and harmony of the
people.

Since AL, one of the majur par-
ties, resolved not to participate in
the election under the then CTG
and EC, and BNP insisted on seeing
thar election was held under therm,
the pardes locked horns.

The chief adviser of the CTG at
that time (Dr. Iajuddin, the presi-
dent, nominated by the BNP) failed
to respond to the demand of the
time, which was for a new chief
adviser and for the CEC o resign,
which mirle the paliical imbroglio
even more complex. Most people
witited eagerly and expectantly for
the armed forces to intervene and
save the nation from the near
collapse of law and order and
sliding economy.

Assessing the mood of the peo-
ple, - Dr. Tajuddin decided step
down us the chief of CTG and
sought armed forces help to

impose a state of emergency, to
which call our patriotic forces
responded positively and & new
CTG was formed with Dr.
Fakhruddinatits helm.,

A lot of criticism is being heard
in the TV talk shows, and written in
the newspapers, about the perfor-
mance of the CTG, especially its
Involvement in areas that were not
related to holding of free and fair
election. The CTG toonk over with
the promise of holding a free elec-
tion, and removing any impedi-
ments to that, so that we could say
that the election was indeed a fair
one. Corruption, abuse of power,
undemocratic practices in the
political parties, their strong arm
paolicy, kleptocracy, and
"familiocracy"” (If you like) were the
practice of the trade. Once the CTG
started to act to correct these criti-
cism increased. Why so much
criticism by a handful of political
peaple? Well, the answer is not
inconceivable.

Three elections were held under
CTGs, butwhoever lost the election
alleged that it was rigged. [t is true
that 100% cansparency and neu-
trality could not he malntained,
but the elections were largely
acceptable. In a develaping coun-
try like ours, because of socio-
economic situations and age old
political practices, there can be
some mistakes and a certain
degree of partisanship. In most of

v

the democratic countries, elec-
tions are held at the end of a fixed
tenure by a CIG formed by the
same gavernment

One could ask why we have to
have a CTG formed by people ather
than those who were in the imme-
diate past government? Therefore,
itis naot difficult to understand that
there muse be some [acunae in our
brand of democracy, and tll they
are removed we cannot expect to
see a truly free and Fair election,
Even though the governments were
elected democratically since 1990,
they failed to ensure good gover-
nance, a certain level of develop-
ment, tolerance towurd the opposi-
ton, and welfare of the people.
BNP and AL who were in the gov-
ernmentor in the opposition in the
last fifteen years put party above
nation and propelled a personality
culr.

The other damaging element of
15 years of misrule bred the belief
that regime security was more
important than state security, in
other words the intelligence appa-
ratus of the state was employed for
political party's interest. So state
security was relegated, which
enabled the political leaders to
commit all sorts of immoral and
undemocratic acts with impunity.
Political pundits think that a great
opportunity was lostafter the fall of
Ershacd to repaic the damaped
democrocy.

Democracy means good gover-
nance. Abuse of power, oppression
of the opposition and corruption
are contrary (o good governance.
Qur top position in the list of most
corruptnations in the world for five
consecutive years hrought us
immense shame. [ feel our concern
0 stamp out corrupton should
receive prinrity over holding elec-
tion. Bven the election process was
corrupted o o large extent, so
urless corruption is removed cven
the clecdon will nat show the true
desire ofthe vatars,

We should admit that CTG has
planned its priority ol actions
wisely and engaged itsell with
comunitment to gradually cleanse
the society and state apparatus of
corruption and abuse of power.
Thase who amassed huge orne
by plundering state wealth are
opposing reforms of any sort,
fearing thar if reforms were
brought about then they would be
dispatched into oblivion, One of
the reasons for deviating from the
path of democracy is that undemo-
cnttic corporate bosses had been
allowed to join politics in large
nutnbers and became beneficia-
ries of the party and they, in their
turn, gratified those who doled out
favours to them.

s imperative that political
parties tailor-make their parties’
policies and "maocdus operandi” o
evoke trust and confidence of the

peaple. Now that most of the top
notch politicians have been
exposed and the Futility of an
undemocratic party constduton
understood, there is the need {or
democratic party constitutions. We
should ger rid of il motivated
politicians and, at the same time,
plug the possible holes to prevent
corruption in EC, PSC, ACC, and
jucliciary.

Some of the politiciins who
helieve that major reforms are
necessary got together and
declared their resolve to work for
reform before next election so that
only those politicians who are
committed to the welfare of the
country and the people remain in
politics. While the nation should
have felt elated at the prospect of
some positive reform taking place,
the reformists received resistanc
from the beneficiaries of the past
governments. These people even
castigated the proponents of
reforms. What a shame for the
nation!

There is no denying that when-
ever reforms are talked about one
would assume that it s primarily
the reform of the political culture
and character of the politcians.
BNP and AL are the two largest
parties, and were in the govern-
ment and in opposition, 50 naru-
rally one would expect them to
stact the reforms. While AL leader-
shipwas amenable to reforms, BNP

showed total disinterest, fearing a
backlash. T wonder why one would
miss an opportunity to change
oneself, even if the past has been
shoddy. Let us not forget that con-
fession helps to redeem sin.

While arrogance is a dampener
in carrying out reform ior a hetter
future for all, & weak approuach is
meaningless and & non-serter. So
rnot walt [ see a mp-
prochierent of sarts between the
reformers and the beneficiaries of
the past politics. The aim of
reforms is to right the wiongs that
made our future bledk If there is
convergence of reform inltiatives
among political pacoes or govern-
ment, that should not be mken as
marriage of interest bue @ wedding
for cietorin fora better future ofour
naticn. [t will not be a remote pos-
sibility if we work with unremining
commitment.

The government and politic:
parties should put their acts
together o get the people to rise
ahove all kinds. of partisanship to
give our nation a dempcracy in the
true sense of the term. This [$ pogsi-
ble by electing politicians who are
ready to dedicate themselves to the
cause of people's welfare through
holding a free and fair election for
which the CTG has made a solemn
commitmenttothe nation.

ZA 1Khan s a relired senior ammy officns and BNP
it

ane should




