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Musharraf orders firm
action against rio

Pakistan cities closed amid turmoil

AEP, Islamabadf Kariehi

Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf yesterday ordered
security chiefs to take firm action
against rioters following the assas-
sination of opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto, state media said.

Musharraf gave the directiveata
meeting of senior officials includ-
ing the heads of the army and other
security agencles, as well as the
country's caretaker prime minis-
ter, the Assoclated Press of Palkdstan
newsagencysald.

"Elements who wish o exploit
the situation by looting and plun-
dering must be dealt with firmly
and all measures be taken to ensure
safetyand security of the people,” it
quoted him as saying.

Musharraf said that shops,

chemists and petrol stations were
shutdown "due to the fear of hooli-
gans and looters", causing difficul-
ties for the Pakistani people.

"While the entire nation was in
mourning over the tmgic deathof...
Benazic Bhutto, miscreants and
anti-social elements cannot be
allowed to damage lives and prop-
erty of the common man in the
guiseof protest,” he said.

He ordered law enforcement
agencivs "to ke serious note and
ensure early return to normaley”.

Meanwhile, daily life for tens of
millions of Pakistanis was on hold
vesterday, with major cities virtu-
ally shur down as the nation
mourned the assassination of
Benazir Bhutto,

On the second day of official
mourning for the slain oppoesition

leader, most peaple were unable to
buy food or petrol, with all shops,
fuel statons, banks and offices
closed down.

The streets of the country's
main citivs -- Karachi, lslamabad,
Rawalpindi, Lahore and Peshawar -
- were largely empty, and in many
places there was evidence ol the
unrest that has left more than 38
dead since Benazir Bhutto's killing.

Burnt-out cars littered the
streets in the southern town of
Larkana, a Bhutto stronghaold
where groups of her supporters
were roaming the sireets shouting
slogans against President Pervez
Musharral.

The sltuation was lense in

Karachi, Pakistan's largest city and .

the economic hub of this nation of
160 million people, with a heavy
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army and paramiliary presence on

thestreets.

Few people dared to venture @ §

outside and even the country's

largest private charity, the Edhi :
Foundation, said its ambulances :

had beenwrecked by vandals.

*They've smashed up ourambu- :

lances,” a foundation olficial in @

Karachi told AFPR "And we don't :

haveanyfuel.”

With the fuel shortage, the
unrest and the officlal mourning -
: Slain Pakistani premier Benazir Bhutto's son Bilawal (C), daughters Bakhtawar (R), Asifa (2R) and Bhutto's younger :

period which ends Sunday night
following Benazir Bhutto's murder

. sister Sanam Bhhutto (3-L) pray at her graveside at the Bhutto mausoleum in Ghari Khuda Baksh yesterday.

on Thursday, most people were !
unahlear unwilling to moveabout. -

Buses were not running, few taxd
drivers were working and the roads
were dotted with vehicles left .

behind when they ran outof petral, -

AFP reporters said.

nuclear-armed natlon and wrecking planned elections, analysts said.
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'Pakistan's nukes safe
despite unrest'

AFP, New York

The chance of Pakistan's nuclear
weapons fulling into the hands of
Islamic militants is slight, even if
unrest persists in the wake of for-
mer prime minister Benazir
Bhutto'sdeath, US analystssaid.
The security of Pakistan's esti-
mated 50 nuclear warheads has
been under global serutiny since

. President Pervez Musharraf
- imposed a state of emergency in
+ November and concern has only
+ risen since Benazir's assassination
: Thursday.

But analysts said Pakistan's

- military was frmly in control of the
: nuclear arsenal and that it was
. unlikely al-Qaeda or Taliban mili-
: tants could get hold of the weapon
:eomponents and missiles, which

'. - arekeptseparately.

Leonard Spectar, deputy direc-

- tor of the James Martin Centre [or
- Non-Proliferation Studies at the
: Monterey Institute of International

1 © Studies, said he thoughe the risk of

 weapons falling into rogue hands
- wasslight

"Pakistan’s weapons are under

: the conmol of the military and by

liend latge tha,ﬁ%}k@mﬂi
- Fr

¢ unchanged, Tthin

vert ik stanc -

 point of security we'll probably

= Sk - have continuwity and relatively
FHOTO:AFP .

Pakistani people walk an a street littered with brickbats following a protest by activists of assassinated former premier Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan People’s -
Party {PPP) in Peshawar Friday. Pakistan faces the worst crisis in its madern history after the killing of Benazir Bhutto, an attack aimed at destabilising the

satisfactorycontrol,” he told AFP
Even if the country descended into
chaos, leaving the government unable

+ wgovern, the military's line of author-

itywould remainin place, hesald.

"This i5 not a reassuring set of
changes tharwe're experiencing, but
an the other hand [ think the military
for the moment has a lot of coher-
ence and solidarity, [ think we'll see
thatcontinue," Spectorsaid.

"I think the cadres that actually
protect the weapons and guard the
sites are faitly disciplined and for
the last five years or so 1 think
they've been better trained and
individuals with Islamist leanings
havebeencalled our.

1 think this is cause for watch-
fulness, but Iwould notsay alarm.”

Daniel Markey, from the Council
on Fareign Reladons think tank,
said Pakistan faced a very real threat
"because they have a nuclear arse-

*nal and because they are operating

inaverydangerousenvironment.”

"Bur that hasn't changed over
the last 24 hours, and the type of
street violence that we are likely o
see is not directed in any way
towards the nuclear establish-
ment," hesaid.

He said the real threar would
come if violence escalated beyond
the contral of the police and para-

_ military forces and the government
ug;rl the military againgt peopleon

‘thestreets,

"That's where the army could,
as an instmtion, break apart,” he
said.

"That's at the only stage where
you could see the nuclear weapons
establishment coming under
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Benazir note
on party's
future to be

. read today:

Husband

- AFP, Londan

 Benazir Bhutto's husband said in
D aninterview yesterday that she left
- instructions about the future of the
: Pakistun People's Party to be read

in the event of her death, which
would he made public today.

Asif Zardari wold BRC rmdio that
the couple’s son would read out the
message from the former prime
minister and opposition leader,
who was assassinated in Pakistan
Thursday.

Zardari also revealed that his

: wife had made detailed plans for
. her burial, including changing the

location of the plot from his fam-
ily's ancestral tomb to her family's
mausoleum following another

: recentsuicidebombattack.

"She has left a message for the

- party and she has left a will, so we
: shall be doing that tomorrow
* (Sunday) after the third day (of
* afficial mourning,)” he said.

“We have called for a meeting

: and her will will be read out there
©and the instructions she has left

* will be read out there

threat, because it would be unclear :
as to where the nuclear establish- :
ment stood within that larger army
infrastructure. :

"But we're not there yet and,
hopefully, we won't get there,”
stressed Markey, a former US State :
Department policy planner for :
South Asia.

Benazir herself said in an inter- -
viewin Novemberwith the German
daily Bild that she was worried
about what would happen if :
extremists managed to take control -
of the country's nuclear capability, -
which Pakistan gained in 1990, p

Musharrafl, who seized powerin :
a 1999 bloodless coup and who -
hecame a frontline US ally in the -
wir on terrorism after the -
September 11, 2001 atacks, said :
there wasnothing toworryabout. -

In an interview with Fox News @
radio earlier this month, he said -
Pakistan's nuclear weapons were ;
under “total custodial controls,” a -
view echoed by White Flouse
spokesman Scott Stanzel on Friday. ©

"Atthis thme, as furas [know, itis -
the assessment of the intelligence -
community that Pakisean's weap-
ons arsenal is secure,” he told :
repocters. ¥y el

Andrew Koch, a defence and -
security analyst with the consult- -
ing firm Scribe Strategies and ;
Advisors, told AFP that the safety of :
the nuclear arsenal was not gener-
ally affected by day to day political -
INOVEIIEn(s. :

-
[

Afghan ministers
call for unity

- against terror

AFP, Kabul

Afghan leaders expressed concern
Saturday that the killing of Benazir
Bhutto would harm stability in the
region and called for "honest”
cooperation against extremism
affecting both nations.

"Henazir Bhutto was a friend of
Afghanistan, a friend of peace and
stability in our region," Forelgn
Minister Rangeen Dadfar Spanta
said after signing a book of condo-
lence for the opposition leader,
whowas killed Thursday.

"[tis ushock forus, for the demo-
cratic powers in our region," he
told reporters at the Pakistan
embassyin Kabul, ’

Spanta was with Afghan
President Hamid Karzai when he
met Benazir just hours before she
was murdered in a killing
Islamabad has blamed on al-
Qaeda, which is also said to be
involved in growing extremist—
violence in Afghanistan.

Kabul wanted to work with the
government of President Pervez
Musharraf "to strengthen our
common struggle against terror-
ism and [ am sure we will have

+ success", Spanta said.

US admn consults allies,
Pak parties on crisis

AFP, Washington

The United States said Friday itisin
close contact with Pakistani polit-
cal parties and allies to keep
Pakistan on the path to democracy
alter opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto's assassination.

The US State Department's
number three, Nicholas Burns, and
the assistant secretary of state for
South Asian affairs, Richard
Boucher, have consulted allies
including Britain, Canada, France
and Russia, said spokesman Tom
Casey.

"We're all interested In seeing
that, in light of this tragic incident,
that things still are able w0 move
forward and thar Pakistan is able to
continue down ¢ democratic
path,” Casey told reporters.

Concerns rose for security in
Pakistan after the former premier,a
popular opposition leader, was
killed in a suicide bombing
Thursday as she campalgned for

nextmonth's elections.

"Both our embassy in
Islamabad, as well as our various
consulates in the country have
been keeping in close touch with
representatives of the broad politi-
cal spectrum in Pakistan,” Casey
sividd.

These include representatives
of Benazir's Pakistan People's Party
and parties backing President
Pervez Musharraf and another key
political rival, former prime minis-
ter Mawaz Sharif, he added.

“We believe it's important that
the political process, the process of
developing Pakistan's democracy
continue,” he added, echoing
Secretary of Stute Condoleezza
Rice who on Friday hailed Benazir
asa "champion for democracy.”

"The way to honour her mem-
ary Is to continue the democratic
process in Pakistan so that the
democracy that she sa hoped for
can emerge,” Rice said, after sign-
ing a book of condolence at

Pakistan's crnbassy inWashington.
She did not comment on

whether the vote should still be

held on January 8 as scheduled.

"We are in contact with people
in Pakistan, all of the parties,” she
said. "But aobviously, it's just very
important that the democraric
process go forward.”

Casey meanwhile did not insist,
as he had Thursday, on clinging to
the January 8 schedule, saying he
did not consider it @ "magic” date
onwhich the vote must be held.

“If an election can be held
smoothly and safely on January 8,
as currently scheduled, then by all
means it should move forward,” he
said.

"If political parties and actors in
the country come to some different
conclusion, then certainly we'll
takealookatitthen."

Pakistan has been a key ally in
the US “war on terror” launched
afrer. the attacks on the United
Srutﬂsunﬁcplﬂmher].1,11“!][_

US must burnish
image in Pakistan

Say experts

AFP, Washingron

As calls rose for the United States to
toughen its stance towards
Pakistan after the assassination of
Benazir Bhutto, experts urged
Washington to tread carefully to
keep its volatile Asian ally on side
and avoid the countryimploding.

Adayafter Benazirwasslainina
sulcide attack, leading 1S newspa-
pers said President George W
Bush's policies in Pakistan were in
shambles as support for Pakistani
President Pervez Mushareaf crum-
bled.

"US policy is in tatters. The
administration was relying on
Benazir Bhutto's participation in
elections {due on [anuary 8) to
legitimise Musharrafl's continued
power as president,” Barnett
Rubin, a prafessor at New York
University, said in the Washington
Paost.

"MNow Musharraf is finished,”

Rubinadded.

But Daniel Markey of the
Council on Foreign Heladons said
backing away from Musharraf, a
staunch ally in the US "war on
terror”, would be "folly."

“The United States should be
reaching our to Musharraf as the
president of Pakistan and as a
person who can tike major deci-
sions as to how Pakistan will
respond to this,” he said.

At the same time, the Bush
administration must try to build up
a broader base of allies in Pakistani
powercircles, analysts urged.

"We placed all of our bets on
Musharraf, ignoring Benazir's
pleas for some contact or reeogni-
tion undl a few months ago,” said
Stephen Cohen of the Brookings
Institution.

Markey also argued that the US
should have worked harder to
establish links with more leaders In
Pakistan,

PHOTO: AFP
Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda (L) and his Chinese countarpart Wen Jiabao (R) head for a breakfast meating
atthe Diaoyutai State Guesthouse In Beijing yestarday.

FHOD. APP

Chief Minlster of the Indian state of Gujarat and seniar Bharatiya Janta Party {BJP) leader Marendra Modi (C) shows a
victory sign to a crowd of supporters after arriving at Indira Gandhi Airport in New Delhi yesterday. Modi met with the
_central BJPleadership on his firstvisitto the Indian capital after being elected Chief Minister of Gujarat for a third term.

BENAZIR ASSASSINATION
Hillary slams Musharraf,
demands int'l probe

AFP, Des Mairies

Hillary Clinton Friday called for an
independent, international probe
into Benazir Bhutto's murder, as
the turmoil wracking US anti-
terror ally Pakistan reshaped
debate in the White House race.

The Democratic front-runner's
intervention came amid rising
criticism [rom the 2008 feld of
Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf and Bush administra-
tion tactics in the war on terror and
failure to neutralise al-Caeda.

"We need an international, inde-
pendent investigation int the death
of Benazir Bhutto,” Clinton said
during a pell-mell campalgn swing
through lowa, which kicks aff party
nominating contests on Thursday:

The assassination of the former
Pakistani premier was the kind of
sudden, outside event with the
potentul to quickly roil presiden-
tial campaign plans, and revived

| the issues of national security and

experience in the 2008 race,

An unanswered guestion was
how the shockwaves would play
out in the minds of voters in lowa,
which kicks off the party nominat-
ing scason with caucuses next
Thursday, and New Hampshire,
which has primary elections on
January 8.

Benazir's murder, and a story of
its political impact, was splashed
Friday across the only statewide
newspaper in [owa, but it was
unclear if fallout would remain a
key issue over the NewYear holiday.

Veteran Republican Senator
John McCain, among hopefuls
taking the chance to bolster his
national security credentials,
earliercalled for extreme care in US
dealings with Pakistan.

"We want to do everything we
can, but it has to be practical and ic
has to be achlevable, and it has to
he not opening another front in a
war that we are oversressed with
today,” McCaln said on Fox News.

-

Tensions in
Kenya over
polls results

AP, Nairobi

Hundreds of people stoned cars
and rival ethnic groups foughtina
sprawling slum Saturday amid
tensions over delayed results from
the closest presidental election in
Kenya's history, witnesses said.

A mlllionaire opposition leader
who cast himself as a champion af
the poor appears paised to win the
race, but only partial and unofficial
tallies have been released from
Thursday's vote.

In the Kibera slum, the main
constituency of opposition candi-
date Rtaila Odinga, young men with
machetes were running through
the maze of potholed tracks and
ramshackle dwellings. Feople set
up makeshift roadblocks.

About 20 miles outside Nairobi,
hundreds of people were massed
along a main highway.

"They are looting houses and
stoning cars,” [runpu Wakogl, a
witness, told The Assaciated Press
by telephone.

Japan PM plays catch with
China's Wen as ties warm

AFEP, Beijing

Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo
Fukuda enjoyed a round of base-
ball diplomacy with his Chinese
counterpart Wen Jiahao Saturday,
one day afterthe leaders pledged to
build on their rapidly warming ties.

Fukuda and Wen smiled in front
of the caméras while playing catch
with a bascball following a break-
fast meeting on the third day of the
Japanese leader's landmark visit to
China.

Fukuda held talks with Wen and
Presldent Hu Jintao on Friday to lay
the groundwork for closer cooper-
ation berween the nations in trade,
climate change and other felds,
but i dispute over maritime gas
fields remuined unresolved.

"I have asked Prime Minister
Wen w play cawch with me,"
Japanese officials quoted Fukuda as
tellingWen during ymeeting.

"T'mglad topla pouwhen-
ever," Wen replied. prompting
laughter by diplomats af the two
COUnIies.

The five-minute catch session
in a Beijing gymnasium included
several dropped balls on Fukuda's
part. A young Chinese bascball
player was also drafted in to throw
the ball around with the two lead-
ers.

Wen sported the same Japanese
university baseball uniform he
wore when he wowed the Japanese
public with his throwing skills in
Tokyo in April. Fukuda wore a white
shirtand ared cap.

Fukuda is on a four-day visit
aimed at deepening ties between
the two Asian giants, which have
long been wracked over Japan's
WorldWar [T invasion of China.

in Friday talks, the two nations

agreed o continue o negotiate a
territorial dispute over [ucrative
gus flelds in the East China Sea and
raise discussions to vice-
terial level in order to bring a
k™ solution,
r to his trip, Fukuda had
ed hopes that the resolu-
{ the dispute could be
ed during the visit.




