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Ima-Kushiyara irrigation

project uncertain after
several revisions

Only 15pc work done in six years: Revised project now awaits
Project Evaluation Committee nod

[QBAL SIDDIQUEE, Syifur

Revised several times in last six
years, the fate of Upper Surma-
Kushiyara Irrigation and Flood
Control Project has become uncer-
tain agadin.

Having a bad start, only 15 per
cent of the 132 crore taka project
has been completed though it was
scheduled to the commissioned by
2005-2006 finencial year.

Hevised for the Afth time, the
project is now awaiting approval of
the Project Evaluation Committee
(PEC] of planning minlstry, sources
said yesterday.

The project was designed for
flood control, improvement of
drainage system and irrigation in
over 49,000 hectares in the fve
upazilas of Sylhet. The upazilas
are Zakiganj, Kanaighat,
Beanibazar, Golapganjand hylhu{
Sadar.

The project taken up by the
Water development Board (WDB)
in north-eastern Sylhet could not
have a good start due to lack of
proper attention by authorities, the
sources claimed while talking to
this correspandent.

Even it failed to achieve the
minimum progress though six
years have passed. [t was to he
completed in five years.

On the other hand, repeated

flonds and massive erosion along
the two riverbanks have caused
huge damage to crops, homesteads
and lands in the regiaon in last fow
years while the WDB authorites
fuiled o take protective steps in
Lime.

After several revisions, yet
another move is there to revise the
project again, the sources sald.
Asked by the planning ministry,
WDB made arevised project a week
AEo, AXiNg some components to cut
the cast,

As per the plan, the project area
begins from the starting point of
Surma and Kushiyara in Amolshid
border area in Zakiganj upazila and
covers areas in Golapganj and
Sylhet Sadar along the riverbanks
of Surmaand Kushiyara.

The project cost was first esti-
mated at Tk 111 crore. £ includes
construction of 181 kilometre
embankments, 813 irrigation
structures, two bridges, five drain-
age regulators, 163 kilometre (rri-
gation canals, 56 kilometre drain-
age canals and installation of four

irrigation pumps.
The project was staried in FY
2001-2002 with an Initial allocation

of only Tk 30 lakh. Litdle has been
done in the last six years due to
alleged authorities’ apathy and
non-allocation of funds in time, the
sources sifd.

Months ago, the projectcostwas
raised by 58 per cent involving an
expenditure of Tk 181 crore with a
target to complete itby 2009- 10,

Under the programme, 450
hectitres of land would be acquired
at a cost of Tk 32 erore while con-
struction and reconstruction of 159

KM embankment would cost Tk 33 .

crore,

Besldes, construction of 20
drainage cum Hushing regulators
would cost Tk 16 crore and one
pump station would be con-
structed with Tk 36.15 crore, WDB
official said.

Other components of the
revised project include 30 KVl main
irrigation canals (Tk 1.22 crore}, 64
KM canal and 122 irrigation struc-
tures (Tk9 crore).

But, the water resources minis-
try again asked for cutting down
the expenditure. At the beginning
this year, a four-member commit-
tee was formed for the revision.

The project was revised, cutting
down the cost to Tk 135 crore five
months ago. Again, it was revised to
Tk 132 crore last month.

The officials said only Tk 15
crore ha so far been sanctioned.

Only 77 hectares of land could
beacquired sofaratacostof Tk6.2
crore and 41 KM embankments
built at a cost of Tk 7 crore in
Zakigan] and Kanaighat upazilas,

the official sald.

Without acquiring lands, no
maore project work is possible, they
said.

On the other hand, only Tk 2.76
crore has been disbursed though
Tk 5 Crure was sanctioned from
ADP {annual development plan)
allocation in fiscal 2007-08.

Maost of the sanctioned amount
would be spent for land acquisition
for construction of embankments
und digging canals. Construction
of embankmenis is the major part
of the project in Zaklganj,
Kanafghat, Beanibazar and
Golapganj upazila areas for flood
contral.

So far, only 77 hectares of land
have been acquired there, the
officials added,

Immediate steps are needed for
construction of 25 kilometre
embankments in the areas to check
floonding. Otherwise, project imple-
mentation would be delayed fur-
ther which would also escalate the
cost further, they said.

The arcas under the planned
project experienced repeated and
prolonged floods in the last wet
senson due to onrush ofwater from
hills across the border. The floods
left a colossal damage to the crops
and washed away scores of dwell-
inghouses.
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File photo of octagenarian Monoranjan Roy being taken to Jail for loan default, left, and Brig Gen Jamil Ahmed Khan handing over cheque to one of 163 loan
defaulting ponrlannnrs from army relief fund in Nilphamari on Thursday.

FREEING POOR FARMERS FROM BANK LOANS

Army move in Nilphamari hailed

Ot CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Different organisations yesterday
hailed the initiative by army to free
some hardcore poer farmers of
Jaldhaka and Dimla upazilas from
shacklesolloan,

They urged the army to spread
the progremme to the entire
monga prone region in northern
districts. :

On December 24, the army paid
Tk 6 lakh from its relief fund to
banks concerned to free 163 poor
farmers from the burden of loan.

Nilphamari diserict president of
Krishok League, Khoka Ram Roy,
Jatyatabadi Krishok Dal secretary
Md Farhanul Islam, Khet Mojur
Samity president Sreedam Das in
separate statements yesterday said
the efforts by army to [ree the dis-

tressed poor farmers from loan
burden is a great humanitarian act
and deserves prajse. They said
small and marginal farmers are
becoming landless as they sell their
land to repay loan.

Juldhaka Press Club president
Golam Mostafa in a stalement
urged the army to spread
programme in others areas of
northern districts.

In a simple ceremony at
Jaldhaka Upazila MParishad audit-
rium on December 24, Brigadier
General lamil Ahmed Khan handed
over checks for Tk lakh among 163
loan defaulter poor farmers. The
farmers instantly deposited all the
checks to the hank olficials present
there to repay their loans.

Speaking on the occasion, Brig.
Gen, Jamil said the photo of
handeufled ocogenarian farmer
Monaoronjan of Kaliganj village

being taken to jail for defaulting on
bank loan prompted the army to
launch the propramme. The photo
was published in Bangla daily
ProthomAlo on July9.

Seeing the newspaper photo
Army Chief Moeen (I Ahmed paid
Tk 19,530 including the interest
from his personal fund to Krishi
Bank through local army camp to
free Monoronjan.

Loans of 163 farmers of Jaldhaka
and Dimla were repald from army
relief fund. The banks exempted
the interest on the loans as per a
decision of the district disaster
management cammitee,

Brig. Gen. Jamil said the
programme o pay the farmers'
loan money was taken at the direc-
tive of Maj Gen. Fatemi Ahamed
Rummee, Rangpur area commander
and GOC of 6hintanty division.

Lt Col Abu Naser Md Toha in his

speech said the army will always
remain beside farmers.

Talking tom this correspondent,
farmer Humayun Kabir, one of the
beneficlaries of the programme,
said his father Abdul [abbar took a
loan of Tk 500 from Krishi bank 25
years ago. His father died several
years agn. He was issued a bank
notice to pay Tk 22,000.

“It was not possible for me to
pay such a big amount. Now, the
bank waived the interest and took
only principal aimountofTk500.

Jaldhaka unic president of
Bangladesh Muktijodha Sangsad
Hamidur Rahman, convenor of
Jaldhaka College Teachers
Association Ansur Rahman
Choudhury and Jaldhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry president [lius
Hossenl™ Bablu also hailed the
army initiative.

Zainul's birth
anniversary
porgramines
conclude

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymansingh

The three-day programmes rhack-
ing the 93rd birth anniversary of
Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin con-
cluded on the premises of
Shilpacharya Zalnul Abedin
Sangrahashala (art gallery) here
yesterday.

Yesterday's me included a
discussiononthelifeand workofZainul
and distributon of prizes among win-
nersofpaintingcompetiion.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner Begum Afsana
Yeasmin attended the discussion
a4 chief guest with Shilpacharya's
wife Jahanara Abedin in the chair.
Police Superintendent Md Rafiqul
Islamm was the special guest.

Amongothers, twosons of the great
artist Khainul Abedin and Moinul
Abedin, antist Amirul Islamn, poet. Farid
Ahmed Dulal and Assistant Keeper of
the are gallery Dulal Chandm Gain
joined thediscussion.

Some 200 Children of different
ages from different educational
institutions particlpated in the
competition held on Thursday.
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Children ata painting competition held in observance of Zainul's birth anniversary in Mymensingh.

'Declare
Sharankhola
a disaster area’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Sharankhola Town Protection
Implementation Action
Committee (STPIAC) yesterday
announced an agitation
progratme to press its three-point
demand.

‘The demands are construction of
town protection embankment,
exemption ofbank loan with interest
and arrangement for providing fresh
interest-free loans to businessmen
affected by the November 155idn

The decision to launch agitation
was taken in a meeting of the
action committee held at the office
of Sharankhola Muktijoddha
Sangsad yesterday.

Conwenor of the committee MA
Hashic Minn presided over themeeting,

The agitation programmes
include views exchange meeting
with different professional organi-
sations from December 29 to
January 5, formation of human
chain from 11.30am to 12.40payon

Januitey 7 and submission of metno-

randums to the chief adviser of
cretaker government and the chief
of army staff.

The action committee also
demanded of the government to
declare Sharankhola adisasterarea.

Improve English
before going
abroad

UK councillor tells
youths

Ouk CORRESPONDENT, Matlvibzar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Khulna Metropolitan Police
(KMP) has stepped up security
in the entire city following intel-
ligence information that a group
of extcemists in different gulses
are in the city to carry out
destructive activities on the
night of 315t December (Mon-
day).

All police stations in Khulna
city have been put on high alert
and officials of KMP directed ta
launch operation particularly in
vulnerable areas to arrest listed
criminals.

A highly placed source in
KMP told this correspondent
yesterday evening that police
will be deployed at all vulnera-
ble points and suspected hide-
outs of criminals and extrem-
ists will be raided. All slums,
hotels, club and liquor shop are
already under strict vigilance,
they said.

The sources Ffurther said
plain cloth police of KMP have
also been deployed in some
places in the city identified as
vulnerable.

Security stepped
up in Khulna city

Intelligence report on
presence of extremists

All important installations
ingluding Rupsha Hridge,
Goalpara Power Station, TV
subcentre and Khulna station of
Bangladesh Betar have already
been put under watch.

None will be allowed to create
public nuisance posing threat to
peace and security on 31st
night, said a senior official of
KME

Several teams of police have
already srarted checking all
types of vehicles and launched
block raids, the KMP official
sald,

Death anniversary
of Monajat Uddin

observed
STar Nation DESK

Journalists in Rangpur and
Nilphamari yesterday observed the
12th death anniversary of
Monajatuddin through various
progranumes.

Speakers at a discussion meet-
ing in Rangpur urged journalists to
be professional, creative and hon-
estlike Munjat Uddin to project life
in rural Bangladesh.

They called upon all socio-
cultural organisatdons in Rangpur
to form Munajat Uddin Memorial
Council, reports our Rangpur
correspondent.

Hangpur Press Club organized
the discussion, presided over by
Rafiq Sarker. Earlier, journalists
and cultural activists placed
wreaths at the grave of Munajat
Uddinat Munshipara.

In Milphamari, the local Press
Club organised a milad mahfil and
adiscussion meedng.

Munajatuddin died in 1995
while_on professiopal duty an a
ferry boatonthe Padma,
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eady Office / Showroom | Shop Sale

Multiplan Center, New Elephant Road, Dhaka.
Office Space: 600-6000 sft.

Multiplan Greenvilla, Green Road, Dhaka.
Showroom / Shop : 50 - 600 sft.

Office Space / Business Chamber- 600-6000 sft.
Contact: 8620195, 8621798, 01819260003

Zilani Chowdhury, an elected coun-
cilor of Islington Council in UK
yesterday urged the young people
whowanted to go abroad for educa-
tion ar other purposes to improve
their English language skill.

Zilani said this while exchang-
ing views with local journalists of
national dallies at a restaurant here
on Saturday.

He asked young people to pre-
pare themselves to face the fast
lifestyle of the West by communi-
cating with people there easily.
Anybody baving no skill on lan-
guage and technical work will have
toface problemabroad, he said.

Citing the example of UK
Ambassador in Bangladesh Anwar
Chowdury, the elected eotncilor af UK
asked Banglacleshi peaple to go o UKor
ather fomrign countries after comple-
tion of their education and on attain-
mentofrequiredskillonlanguage.

Chowdhury said youths from

India und Sri Lanka continue their |

studies in UK, but Banpladeshis sare
less interested to pursue education.
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Sl:an:a straw is now valuable in Sidr-hit Barisal. Sold at high prices, itis used for erecting thatched huusns in betel
leaffields andas fodder.

APPEALS GO UNHEEDED
Villagers join hands to
remove silt from Kabodak

Ounr CORRESPONDENT, Satikhina

Villagers joined hands to remove
silt from the bed of the Kabodak as
repeated appeals by people in the
area went unheeded several times
in Sarulia union (UP} in Tala
upazila.

The river is the lone oudet for
draining out rain and floodwaters
from the unions situated in and
aroun the Kabodak basin.

Massive silt deposited on the
riverbed as the Bangladesh Water
Development Board (BWDB)
autharities did not pay heed to
several appeals made by the
Union Parishad (UP) leaders and
local people for re-excavating the
river.

People remained marooned for
the last five months since onset of
the monsoon as floodwaters could
not pass through the river as it has
been clogged due to sile. The river

also lost its capacity to hold ade-
guate water causing heavy flooding
in the area, This results in water
logging in the villages on bath
banks of the river. The situation
prevailed since mid-80s.

As people’s repeated appeals
failed, Sarulia UP chairman Matiar
Rahman took an initiative and
organized a meeting with local
people on December 20 at his
office.

The meeting decided to remove
silt from the river voluntarily, the
UPchairman said.

The meetng divided all the
villagers into several groups, he
safd. The groups started work on
December 27. Since then the work
is goingon in full swing.

Over 5000 villagers are
expected to take part in the work,
the chairman said. The work is
expected to be completed by
Tanuary 7, he said.

Military Engineer Services
Directorate of Warks & Chief Engineer (Army)

[nvltatlon for Tenders

Cansiruction of class room cum office bldg {2 starey with 2
storied fdn) including internaliexternal services for Training
Wing of EME Centre & School at Saldpur Cantt.

a. Tender Seling & Information Centre of DWACE(A) at

Tender Selling & Information Centre of DWECE(A) at GE(A)
Tender Selling & Information Centre of DW&CE(A) at GE(A)

Tender Selling & Informatian Centre of DWECE(A) at GE(A)

Project, Dhaka Cantt, 16 January 2008, 1000-1100 haurs.

&'CL

: b. Conlractors enlisted in other govt/semi-govt/autonomaus
organizations in similar capacily having necessary

a. Tenderer shall submit copy of letter of valid enlistment &
securily clearance with application on company letterhead

b. Defailed requirements are mentioned in Tender Dala

c. The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject

DW & CE (Army)
Dhaka Cantt

1. Ministry/Division Ministry of Defence.
2 Agancy : Military Enginaer Servicas.
3, Procuring entity name DW & GE (Army), Dhaka Cantt.
4, Tender name
5, Invitation for tender MNo. 04 of 2007-2008/E-6 Dated: 17 Dec 2007.
6.  Pracurement method Open tendering methad.
7. Saurce of funds : GoB
8. Tender last selling date » 1B.January 2008.
9. Tender closing date & time 17 January 2008 at 1100 hours.
10.  Tenderopeningdate & time  : 17 January 2008 at 1130 hours.
11. MName & address of the :
office(s)
- Selling lenderdocuments
GE(A) Project, Dhaka Cantl.
b. DW & CE (Army), Dhaka Cantt.
-Receiving tender documents
Project, Dhalka Cantt,
- Opening tender documents
Project, Dhaka Canit.
12.  Place/date/time of pre-lender
meeting '
13.  Eligibility of lenderer : a. Contractors enlisted in MES Class ‘A, 'B'
security clearance.
14, Price of lender document Tk. 2,000/ {non-refundable).
15.  Amount of tander securily Tk. 2,46,000/-
16,  Time of completion of wks 08 (eight) months.
17, Contact details . Phone: 8750011 Exin 2678
Wab site: www.army.mil.bd
18.  Special instructions
when purchasing tender.
Sheet of lander documents.
all tenders.
[SPR/Army/07/1398
GD-4718




