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m.-agistrates at dist level

Chief justice urges govt

UNB, Dhaka

Chief Justice M Ruhul Amin yester-
day said the government should
enhance the salary of subordinate
court judges and ensure logistic
supporls to make the dispensation
ofjustceeffective.

“If these are not ensurcd, sepa-
ration of the judiciary from the
executive control would bring no
welfare for the nation,” he
abserved at the 57th annual con-
ference of Dangladesh [udicial
Service Association ac the Osmani
Memorial Hall.

The chief justice also wrged the
government (o ensure security of

the judicial magistrates working at
the district level.

He said, "If we could ensure
better facilitics with adequate
logistic supports, the judges would
be able to discharge their responsi-
bilities accordingly protecting the
rights and overull welfare of the
people.”

Responding to skepticism by
critics about the separation of the
judiciary, chief justice said the
criticism against judicial magis-
trates' efficiency and capability
proved wrong,.

He said the people who are
already getting justice at the grass-
roots level would further enjoy the

benefits of the separation in next
few months when more magis-
trates would be appointed.

About the demand for extend-
ing the retrement age of subordi-
nate courtjudges, he supported the
demand, saying that the judicial
service should not be compared
with oflicials of other wings ol the
executive.

However, chiefjustice asked the
judges to discharge their responsi-
bilities maintaining cent percent
integrity and impartiality to restore
the confidence of the people in the
judiciary.

Chaired by AKM Ishtiaque
Hossain, president of the

Association and Dhaka Districtand
Sessions judge, the function was
addressed, among others by Law
Adviser Barrister Mainul Hosein,
acting Law Secretary Kazi Habibul
Awal and Supreme Court Registrar
Iktedar Ahmed.

Earlier, & 31-member nomi-
nated committee of the association
with AKM Ishtiaque Hossain as
president and Farug Ahmed as
secrerary general was declared for
the next term.

The election to the association
could not be held, as the govern-
ment did not permit them to hold
the annual poll on the plea of the
state of emergency.
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Participants ln acitizens' memorizl meeting abserve one minute's silence in memory of Language Movement veteran
and poet Mahbub ul Alam Chowdhury atthe Central Shaheed Minarin the city yesterday.

Rellglous leaders can play

Spec:kers tell workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The religious leaders can play the
role of change makers and with the
instititional support they can also
workforpreventing women repres-
sion in the society, speakers at a
workshop said yesterday.

At the workshop titied 'Role of
religious [leaders in preventing
repression on women', the speak-
ers also said it is pitiable that a
group of people always try to use
religion asa (ool to repress women.

Even wrong explanation of
religious maxims cncourages
unjust activities. So itis very much
important to teach people what is
right and what [s wrong according
to the religion by giving accurate
explanation of religious maxims,
said Women and Children Affairs
Adviser Geeteara Safiya
Choudhury while speaking as the
special guest.

Women and children affairs
ministry organised the workshop
at city's Biam nuditorium under
its "Muld sectoral programme to
resist women repression’ to boost
the advocacy campaign. Around
600 religious leaders across the
couniry took partat the workshop.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Health Adviser Maj Gen (retd)
ASM Matiur Rahman said the
religious maxims related to
women should be explained accu-
rately and should be publicised
distinctly in the mosques, tem-
ples, pagodas and churches to
prevent repression on women
through motivation.

The religious leaders could
disseminate the messages before
Juma prayers in the mosques and
different social gatherings regu-
larly, the speakers said, adding
that women rights will be pro-
tected only when the [nitiatives of
religious and local institutions
and individuals will work together.

They also recommended that
the ministry should take some
result-orlented activities and at
the same time it should expand
feedback and monitoring system.
Counselling and advocacy cam-
paign should be strengthened to
resist violence against women and
if Marriage Consultation Centres
can bhe established to provide
counselling to the couple, repres-
sion on women will decline cer-
tainly, theyadded.

The government has been
providing training to the Imams
since 1979 to engage them in
resisting women repression.

At the same time, under the
multi sectroal programme on
resisting women repression six
One-Stop Crisis Centres (OCCs) in
the divisiona! eities, a national
forensic DNA profiling laboratory

and five divisional DNA screening
laboratories have been established
inthe country.

Some 4419 women and children
have received service from the
0CCs since Movember 2007, the
ministry officials said.

Secretary to the Ministry of
Women and Children Affairs
Rokeya Sultana, Secretary to reli-

glous affairs ministry Mubammad
Ataur Rahman, Secretary General
of Bangladesh Jatiya Imam Samity
Kazi Abu Hurayra, Chairman of
Masjid Council for Community
Advancement Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, Project Director Dr
Abul Hossain, Prof Paresh Chandra
Mondol and Dr Tapan D Rozario of
Dhaka Universityalso spoke.
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Air Vice Marshal (Retd) AK Khandaker speaks at a press conference at Bilia
auditorium in tha city yesterday. On his left is Prof Kabir Chowdhury. Sector
Commanders' Forum organised the press conference. (Story on Paga 1)

Dry weather likely

UNB, Dhaka
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Weather is likely to remain dry with temporary pactly cloudy sky
over the countryin the next 12 hours unl 6:00pm (oday.

Light to moderate (og may occur over the river basins of the
country during early morning, Met Office release said.

Mild cold wave is likely to sweep over Rajshahi division and the
regions of Jessore and Kushtia, it said, adding that night tempera-
ture may fall slightly over the country.

Highest temperature 28.8 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
dayat Cox's Bazar and lowest 08.6 degrees Celsius at Rajshahi.

The sun sets in the capital at 5:22pm today and rises at 6:4lam

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
incelsiug percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 245 14.2 90 7l
Chittagong 25.5 15.0 Be a2
Hajshahi 2359 08.6 99 78
Khulna 245 12.7 89 az
Barisal 25.0 12.3 98 73
Sylhet 27.2 15.0 87 73
Cox's Bazar 28.8 L6.4 75 74
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Redwan shown
arrested

under EPR,
sent to jail

Count CORRESPONDENT

ITA

A Dhaka court yesterday sent
former state minister for
Liberation War Affairs Redwan
Ahmed to jail after Shahbagh
police produced him before the
court showing him arrested
under section 16(2) of the
Emergency Power Rules (EPR).

Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Mohammad Ehsanul
Haque passed the order when
Sub-Inspector Akhter Morshed of
Shahbagh Police Station, also the
investigation officer (I0) of the
case, produced Redwan before
the court.

In his forwarding report,
Morshed mentioned that Redwan
was arrested In front of
Bangabandhu Shelkh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMU)
gate while he was delivering a
speechaiter his release on bail.

Moreover, a group of his par

etmnting sfopati
.—ﬁmmly in vielatipn-gf
EPR. So, he needs to be put in jail
until the completion of the inves-
tigation, the 10 said.

On the other hand, defence
lawyers submitted two petitions
urging first class division for him
in jail and his proper treatment.

After the hearing, the court
gave an order to send Redwan to
jail and asked the jail authorities
to give him division in jail and
ensure his proper treatment.

Shahbagh police arrested
Redwan soon after his release
from the prison cell of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMU) on
Fridayevening.

Redwan was first arrested at
his Baridhara residence in the city
on June 26 under Section 16(2) of
the EPR. He was later shifted from
Dhaka Central Jail to the Prison
Cell of the BSMMU due to heart
ailments.

Redwan was also accused in
several other cases and granted
bails in these cases.

Birth anniversary
of Novera Deepita
tomorrow

The birth anniversary of MNovera
Deepita, a reporter of The Daily
Star, will be abserved tomorrow,
says apress release,

Novera, a gold medal winning
student of the Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism,
Dhaka University, has left marks of
her brilliance in each examination
inherstudentlife.

She passed away on July 27 in
2006 leaving behind three brothers
and sister, mother, father and o
host of relatives, friends and well-
wishers.

Novera was born on December
31 in 1974. To observe her birth
anniversary, family members and
Novera Deepita Memorial Trust
have taken up several programmes,
including offering prayers at her
grave, milad mahlfil at an orphan-

age and adoamahfil
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Dr Akbar Ali Khan speaks at a roundtable at the Cirdap auditarium in the city yesterday. On his right are Maohsin Ali

and Dr Quazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad.

Hold zila, UZ, parliamentary

polls simultaneously
Says Dr Akbar Ali Khan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Elections to zila and upazila
parishads should be held simul-
taneously with the parliamentary
elections, Chairman of
Regulatory Reforms Committee
Dr Akbar Ali Khan said yesterday.
"Questions would be raised
and various problems would

appear in the political process if .

zila and upazila parishad elec-
tions are held before the parlia-
mentary elections,” he added.

Dr Akbar, a former adviser to
the caretaker government, made
this observation at a roundtable
titled "Review of the recommen-
dations of the committee to
strengthen local government and
responsibilities’ at Cirdap audito-
riumin thecity.

Governance Coalition and 27
other organisations jointly
organised the roundtable.

Opposing the Election
Commission's {(EC) proposal thac
political leaders holding party
posts will have to resign before
contesting the elections to any
local government body, Dr Akbar
said it is not possible for the
members of local government
bodies to sever ties with palitics.

The local government is the
first tier of democracy, he said,
adding that it is not possible to
build a stable democracy without
strengthening the local govern-
ment.

He also said the government
should give the people a clear
idea of how the election to the
local government bodies will be
held.

"Strengthening the local gov-
ernment is an ongoing process
and we all have to carry iton,” he
added.

Dr Quazi Kholiquzzaman

Ahmad, president of Bangladesh
Economic Association, said
devolution of power to the local
government, adequate funds for
it and participation of all in the
local government system are a
must to strengthen the local
government institutions.»

He also said a part of the
national budget should be allo-
cated for the local government.

Abdus Sukur, national project
coordinator of Governance
Coalition, presented a keynote
paper at the roundtable moder-
ated hy Mohsin All, coordinator
ofthe Governance Coalition.

Prof Dr Akter Hossain, Prof Dr
Jarina Rahman Khan, Kartik
Chandra Mandal, coordinator,
governance, Manusher Jonno
Foundation, and Numan Ahmed
Khanalsa spoke.
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(From left) Prof Zillur Rahman Slddiqui, Prof Syed Manzoorul Islam and Dr
Nuran Nabi hold copies of a book titled 'Bom in Bengal' at its publication
ceremony at Hotel Sheraton in the city on the concluding day of the First
Non-Resident Bangladeshi Conferance 2007 yesterday.

BORN IN BENGAL LAUNCHED
'Write experiences

of liberation war’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a book publication
ceremony yesterday urged the
people concerned to write their
firsthand accounts of the War of
Liberation not only to tell the truth
to the people but also to unmask
those distorting the country's
history.

They made the call during the
launch of the sccond edition of
'Horn in Bengal', a book of mem-
oirs by Bangladeshi expatriate Dr
Muran Nabl of events leading up to
the liberation war, at Hotel
Sheraton in the city on the con-
cluding day of the First Non-
Resident Bangladeshi Conference
2007.

"This book is a callage of events
during the War of Liberation. This is
not history, rather a first-person

account of my generation,” said
the author, whom the Far Eastern
Economic Review referred to as
'the brain’ of Tangail freedom
fighters' forces for his contribution
totheliberationwar.

Published by Scholars
Publishers, Dhaka, the 175-page
book contains some rare photo-
graphs of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rabhman, Moulana
Bhashani and of events leading up
totheliberationwar.

ProfZillur Rahman Siddiqui was
present as the chief guest while
Farida Majid, a faculty of City
University of New York, former
ambassador Anwar ul Alam
Shaheed and Prof Khairul Bashar of
Dhaka University also spoke at the
programme moderated by Prof
Syed Manzaoorul Islam.

QUESTION LEAKAGE

DU political

iLLscience deptt

examination
postponed

DU CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University authorities post-
poned an MSS examination of 2005
onthe comprehensive course under
political science department yester-
dayafter it emerged that most ques-
tionswere leaked.

On Friday, teachers received an
application addressed to the vice
chancellor, which claimed that
questions have been leaked. The
questions were also mentioned in
theapplication.

Before the start of the examina-
tion yesterday, the authorities
compared the leaked guestions
with the exam questions only to find
thatmostquestions are identical.

VC Prof SMA Faiz admitted that
questions have beenleaked.

Later, a group of examinees met
the VC and demanded a change in
the examination committee, saying
thatithas lostits eredibility.

A three-member investigation
committee has been formed to find
out how the questions were leaked
and who are responsible for it. The
committee headed by Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddique, dean of social
sclences faculty, will submit its
reportwithinseven days.

The other members of the com-
mittee are Prof Tazmeri SA Islam,
dean of science faculty, and Syed
Rezaur Rahman, acting registrar of
the universiry.

Leaked questions found their
way to almaost every dormitories of
the university, students sald, adding
that the questions were also sold at
different places at various rates.

Talking to The Daily Star, several
teachers of the department alleged
thatthethreemembers ofthe exam-
ination committee are responsible

for the question leakage.

"Train local professionals to
extract natural resources'

DU CORRESPONDENT

Thegovernment should take initia-
tives to train local professionals to
extract natural resources in order
to reduce dependency on foreign
experts, former chief justice
Muhammad Habibur Rahman said
yesterday.

He also said that the country
often falls victim to massive natural
disasters, but no steps have been
taken so far to protect the life and
property from such catastrophes.

Justice Rahinan was speaking at
a national symposium on "Engi-
neering and Technological

Education at Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (Buetr)’ as the chief
guest.

Buet organised the symposium
as part of the celebrations marking
60 yeurs of engineering education
in Bangladesh.

BuetVice-Chancellar Prof AMMI
Safiullah chaired the event. VC of
the University of Asla Pacific Abdul
Matin Parwari and Convener of the
organising comunittee Prof Md
Mazaharul Hogue were also pres-
enL

Presenting a keynote paper,
former BuetVC Prof Iqbal Malunud

said engineering education was
recognised as a separate academic
discipline about 200 years ago and
since then engineers have been
trying to shift their focus from a
natural world to a man-made
world.

He said intellectual challenge
for the undergraduate should be
substantally equivalent to interna-
tional standard.

"To face the challenge of 21st
century, we have to provide educa-
tion that helps develop innovative
ideas. Humanities, arts and social
sciences are now a must for cre-
ative engineers,” headded.

British mmlster
optimistic
about election

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

British Transport Minister |
Fitzpatrick has said they are opti-
mistic about the next national
election in Bangladesh, since the
authorities have taken up some
measures towards a democratic
process,

He said this while talking to
newsmen at a hotel in Sylhet yes-
terday.

Fltzpatrick said there had been a
longstanding relations between the
UK and Bangladesh. The members
of the Bangladeshi community in
the UK had been playing a unique
role there. Many of those are well-
paced in different sectors. They are
making significant contribution to
boost the UK economy forages. The
hilateral relations will be further
strengthened in the future, he
added.

The UK has extended support to
the presentadministration, he said.

Later, he also addressed arecep-
tion ceremony at the city's Madan
Mohan College.

Kashem Jamal
new president
of N'ganj Club

Kashem Jamal, vice-president of
BEMEA, has been elected presi-
dent of Narayanganj Club on
Friday, suysa pressrelease.

He bagged 598 votes while his rival
Anwar HossainAnugot300voles.

Khaza Ahsanullah was elected
seninr vice-president and Akbar
Hossain Tutu vice-president.

Other elected members of the
executive committee are Delwar
Hossain, Wasiuddin, Shamsuddin
Ahmed, Rashiduzzaman,

«Kamruzzaman Khokon, Iqbalb
Habib, SM Salguddin and

Tambzuddin Rizvi.

Obltuary

1 Tajul Islam
i | Chowdhury, a
freedom fighter
and former
news editor of
the daily
‘| Bangladesh
: -| Observer, the

- daily New
Nation, the daily Moming Sun and
the daily Khaliz Times (Abu Dhabi),
passed away due to prolonged
illness at Dallas in USA on Friday
night, says a press release,

He left behind his wife, a son,
two daughters and a host of admir-
ers tomourn hisdeath.

Hewas buried at Dallas.

Sheikh Shahidul Islam
Hss, Dhaka

Sheikh Shahidul slam, a journalist
of The Bangladesh Observer,
passed away due to a cardiac arrest
at Apollo Hospitals in the city on
Friday nightat theage of60.

He left behind his wife, two
sons, one daughter and a host of
admirers to mourn hisdeath.

Sheikh Shahidul, chief editing
assistant of the English daily, was
anactive worker of Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DUJ),

DUI President Altaf Mahmud
and General Secretpry Omar
Faruque have expressed deep
shockathis death.

“DHAKA

Workshop

Multi Sectoral Programme on Viclence
Against Women of Ministry of Women
and Children Affairs organises a
workshop on use of DNA technalogy In
Justice system. Venue: Cirdap
Auditorium, Time: 10:00am.

Convocation

Tha Ird convocation of Brac University
wlll be held, Venue: Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Cenlre, Time:
10:30am.

Talk

Bangladesh Institute of Peace and
Security Studles organises a talk on
Trends in Asian lterrorism’. Venue:
Hotel Lake Caslie.Time: 10:00am.

Discussion

Gouraber Mukiljuddha Sangathan
orjanises a discussion on rale of the
media (n Liberation War. Venue: Public
Library Auditorium. Time: 3:30pm.

Conference

Department Mechanical Engineering
of Buet omanises a three-day Tth
international canference on
mechanical engineating.Venue:
Councll Bhaban, Buel. Time: 9:00am.




