Data General Nova

The Data General Nova was a popular 16-bit minicomputer built by the Unitod

States company Data General starting fn 1969, The Nova packed enough power to
do most simple computing tasks and was packaged into a single rack mount case.
Tha Nova became hugely popular in science labs around the werld, and evenlually
50,000 units were sold. The Nova was followed by the Eclipse, wiich was similar in

- most veays but added virtoal memory support and other features required by

modem operating systéms.

Snapshot of tech

EDWARD APURRA SINGHA
I T'S been a remarkable year
for the country. We've seen
the vicissitudes of our one-
time untouchables change. The
year has also been witness to
several technology-related
events that have had a synergetic
effect on the industry, inspiring
local talents and entrepreneurs
to contribute more to the coun-
try'shi-techimage.

Following in the fautsteps of
Bill Gates, Intel Curﬁmmmn
Chairman Craig R Barett visited
Bangladesh on September 4 and
introduced the giant's World
Ahead Program, which is about
providing hi-tech facilities for
underprivileged communities
acrosstheglobe.

Intel teamed up with
Grameen Solutions, the infotech
wing of Grameen Bank, to imple-
ment the World Ahead Program.
The two will jointly promete and
support digital-inclusion pro-
jects across Bangladesh to
improve education, connectivity,
and access to technology, local-
ised intermnet content and soft-
ware applications,

Intel will distribute Jow-cost
Classmate PC as pant of this
program. Classmate PCis alight-
weight, mid-range gadget that
helps rural students learn in an
irteractive way. According to
Intel, this new method of leamn-
ing has had a significant impact
ontraditional education system.

Intel and Grameen also plan
to deploy Wi (Worldwide
Interoperability for Microwave
Access) technology through
public and private partnerships.

It is evident that internet-hased
activities will not flourish in rural
arcas if high-speed internct
connectivity remains beyond the
reachofl commonpeople,

This year Mobile South Asia
2007 -- one of the ‘prestigious
cvenis of GSM uperatnﬁ == was
held in Dhaka from July 10-11.
About 152 telecoms experts and
high-level officials from South
Asian countries atlended the
conference at Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel.

The two-day event chiefly
covered the mobile phone indus-
try's overall growth story, its
regulatory policies, technologi-
cal evolution, migration to 3G
system, WIMAX, mobile internet,
mobile content development,
dynamic marketing strategies
and dataservicesin rural areas.

Three of the leading cellular
phone carriers --
GrameenPhone, Aktel and
Banglalink-- gave comprehen-
sive overviews of mobile tele-
communications scenario in
Bangladesh on this occasion.
Several foreign companies
attended this conference and
showcased their products and
services,

IT and telecoin companies
also dl&playccl their products and
services at Corparate Bazaar. Ttis
a fair oflocal businesses that was
held at Bangladesh China

Dr. Craig Barrett
Chairman
tel Corporation

FHOTLr STAR

Top:inte! Corporation Chalrman Craig R Barrett speaks at the Inauguration of Intel's World Ahead Program in Dhaka
on September 4, 2007; Clockwise from left: visitors at SoftExpo 2007; atop view of the five day-long mega exposition
of software industry; D.Net's stall resembling a Pallitathya Kendra (village information centre) at the Bangladesh
Telecente Network's "Mission 2011’ on December B, 2007 and a portion of coders at the ACMICPC programming con-
{est Dhaka regional held on December 8, 2007.

Friendship Conference Centre
(BCFCC) from Pebruary 10-12,
CityCell, the first cell phone
operator of the country, demon-
strated their wireless internet
technology which is based on
CDMA 2000 1X technology and
offersspeed ofup to 153 kbps.

Telecoms giant
GrameenPhone also held a semi-
nar titled "Real-time Monitoring
and Decision Making Advanced
Wircless Solution for Inereasing
Efficicncy'. Tt aimed at managers
of financial institutions present
at the two-day event.

BASIS (Bangladesh Associa-

tion of Software and Information
Services) organised a fair,
SoftExpo 2007, for the software
industry on March 28 at BCFCC,
It drew notable public attention,
The exhibition was divided into
several zones -- Business Soft-
ware, Multimedia & Animation,
ISP & Data Communication, IT
Education, High-End Hardware
Solution, Outsourcing and SME
{Small and Medium Enterprise)
Software. 130 IT companies
participated in the fair.

The SoftExpo's theme was
"Turning our People into
Resource'. Bangladesh still

depends on unskilled labour
which is not helpful for country
in the long run. In this regard,
BASIS is trying to produce skilled
manpower in association with
government and private stake-
holders.

BASIS also organised eight
seminars and roundtables dur-
ing the fair. Prominent personali-
ties, IT professionals, academics
and politicians delivered their
speech and interacted with the
audience with a view to sharing
their vision and expertise. Inter-
ested people from different pro-
fessions, and students and fac-

eventsin 2007

ulty members from different
unfversities participated in these
Programmes.

Bangladesh Computer Society
organised their yearly exposition
on computer accessories, 'City IT
2007', from April 5-13 at BCS
Computer City. The objective of
the fair was to introduce general
people 10 new-age technologies
and at the same time create
opportunities to enrich their
buying experience.

Telecom Fair was also a
remarkable event in 2007 which
was organised at BCFCC from
April 16-20. In this event opera-
tors and manufacturers came
closer and shared knowledge to
enrich their operations. Leading
telecom service providers
acknowledpged the potential of
this sort of event to conduct their
market analysis and extend cus-
tomer base. This fair created
awareness of the present status
of the telecoms industry and
paved the way for attracting
foreign investors. Renowned
telecom companies and service
providers participated in the fair.

Bangladesh Telecentre Net-
work (BTN) was born this yvear
with a vision to connectihg rural
and eliminating the digital
divide. BTN is a network of
telecentre operators and is mov-
ing forward with a target to install
neatly forty thousand telecentres
across the country by 2011. Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
formally launched the opera-
tions of BTN at BCFCC on
Decemberb.

Currently more than B00
telecentres are operational
throughout the country and this
IT sotution proved its success by
introducing rural people to mod-
emninformation technology. BTN
believes that through collective
effort it is possible to empower
the marginalised people and at
the same time open up the door
ofhuge financial activities,

East West University (EWU)
organised a prestigious program-
ming contest, ACM ICPC Dhaka
Regional 2007, on December 8 at
BCFCC.

The ACM ICPC (International
Collegiate Programming Con-
test) is an IBM -sponsored giobal
initiative to find the best coders.
Bangladesh is a regular partici-
pant in this event and has an
impressive track record as well.
This year Buet (Bangladesh Uni-
versity of Engineering and Tech-
nology) occupied the first place,
Fudan University of China stood
second and East West University
secured third position.

Apart from tech events, now
wireless internetl service called
mobile internet gained momen-
tum this year. Now CityCell,
GrameenPhone, Aktel, Teletaik
and Warid Telecom offer mobile
internet service to theirsubscrib-
ers. CityCell uses CDMA technol-
ogy while others the GSM.
Depending on the operators,
subscribers can pet the mobile
internet service by purchasing
prepaid or postpaid package.

TECHNEWS

AIUB sggns SCP agreement with Microsoft

smm DESK
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University-Bangladesh

(ATUB) has joined
Mlcrosoft 5 Security Cooperation
Program’ (SCP) for educational
[rrsmuhunsnn[)ecemhm 17.

Through SCP, Microsoft
.prumﬂmi‘a structired way for
: gcvamml;ms and Microsofl to
-.cooperatwe security

/ ponse, attack miti-
gmiun | citizen outreacl,
 Thegoal of the SCP is to help
; _gwﬁn]m;s address threats to
mational ‘security, economic
(strengthy and public safetymore
-t:Hit:Ecntly and effectively
“through “cooperative projects
andinfor nation sharing.
'.5-.‘°1E4I‘hi‘ program was launched
ity 2005 and'a govern-
itity from Bangladesh
ted an agreement with
it dn May 2007,
*Thnu,,'smunty Caoperation
'du is reducational institu-
ns I8 & specific programme
- under the umbrella of the

E-,

s r_.

areas of computer’

broader SCP; and AIUB has
become the first university

outside the USA to sign up for

this prestigious programme.
The agreement was signed at

a function held at a local hotel,

The event also marked the cer-

teamn of Microsoft B:lnghdnsh
recently.

 "8CP focuses manly on secu-
rity and also on how (o help the
local software economy
develop,” said Jeffrey Paine,
Microsoft's government

Mmrasral’t without @ charge, In
the true spirit of partnership this
programme is designed to open
channels for collaboration

‘between Microsoft and public

sector agencies on 1T security
related issues,” he added.

"SCP will also, enable aca-
demic institutions to have

“aceess 1o the valuable security

information provided under the

= progamme,” heinformed.

AIUB Vice Chancellor, Dr. Carmen Z. Lamagna (L) and Wicrosoft Country
Manager, Feroz Mahmud signs SCPdead

tificate distribution ceremony
for the government officials who
participated in the first Security
Cooperation Program Workshop
organised by the Public Sector

ageinent program manager,
public sector, Asia Pacific
region, who was present at the
ovent.

"The SCP is offered by

As a participant, AIUB and
Microsoft will work coopera-
tively, exchanging information
that tan be used to better antici-
pate, help prevent, and respond
to and mitigate the effects of

- information technology (IT)

security attacks.
The types of data to be
exchanged include:
-information about publicly
¥nown and reported vulnerabili-
tiesthat Microsoftis investigating.

* . ~Information about upcom-
ing and released scourity
~updates 1o facilitate resource

planningand deployment.
-Security incident metrics.
-Incident information in the

event of a r:rilt-:a'i inudmt or
CIMErgency.

-Information on Microsoft
product security, the Microsofi
approach to security, and its
incident response process,

In addition to information
exchange, the SCP provides
opportunities for cooperation
with Microsoft on security-
related projects, including:

-Cooperative outreach. and
education activities, including
development and drsmbunan '

ofmaterials ands pccml events,

-Collaboration in computer
incident ‘response prm:esses.'
including joint response in the
eventofan emergency.

The Security Cooperation
Program is a no-fee programme
thathelps further strengthen the
comprehensive Microsoft
approach to provide the tech-
nology and services that help
cnable secure government
compuling environments,

" This initiative also builds on
the security mobilisation effort
as part of the Microsoft Trust-
worthy Camputing Initiative,

TEGCHSEMINAR

Seminar on modern
telecommunication systems

STAR TECH DESK

seminar on modern
telecommunications
systems was held as

part of the three-day First Non-
Resident Bangladeshi
Conference 2007 at Hotel
Sheratonon December 28,

The seminar mostly high-
lighted the effective use of
submarine cable and regula-
tory strategics of modern wire-
less communication.

Igbal Z Quadir from
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) gave a
speech on "Effective
Utilisation of the Submarine
Cable and "to dos’ to Improve
the 1T Sector of Bangladesh”.
He also put emphasis on issues
such as cost minimisation,
creating competitive environ-
ment, attracting global invest-
ment, strengthening distribu-
tion network and integrating
private stakcholders for sus-
tainable infotech development,
inthecountry.

Dr Mahbub Hague, pro-
gram director and chief stien-
tist at Space and Terrestrial
Communicalion Directorate of
Department of Defence at Fort
Monmouthin New jersey, USA,
talked about "Impact on
Spectrum Optimisation

Technologies on Regulatory .

Policies for Wireless
Communication”. He also
highlighted dynamic spectrum
allocation tactics for effective
wircless communication,

Dr Mahbub said, "Policy
should be technology oriented
and regulatory policy board
should always monitor global
technolopical evelution”. He
called for maintaining quality

to attract more foreign inves-
tors in the country's informa-
tion and communication
technolopy (ICT) sectorn
Ashraful Alam, member of
Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board (BTTR), told
the seminar that the process of
connecting 1o the second
submarine cable is underway
that will "create redundancy”
to the existing one. He said,
"BTTB's optical fibre network
has already been deployed in
289 districts and the existing
capacity of SE-ME-WE-4 will
gradually be upgraded to 90 GB
without further investment”,
Manzrul Alam, ¢hairman of
Banpgladesh
Telecommunication and
Regulatory Commission
(BTRC), said BTRC has already
asked the government to
reduce bandwidth cost and
that the request will ke imple-
mented soon, He hoped that
BTRC would issue conver-
gence licence to aperators by
2011 to ensure hassle-free
communication.

PHOTO STAR
BTRC Chairman Manzrul Alam spoaks atthe seminar while Dr Muhammed
Zafarlgbal, lgbal Z. Quadirand Dr Jamilur Reza Choudhury loak on.

"BTRC is seriously consid-
ering the quality of service
issues; it has already asked the
cell-phone operators to con-
centrate on service tather on
increasing subscriber base”, he
said adding that 10T and
telecoms should work under
the same umbrella in a bid to
expedite the execution process
and at the same time effec-
tively monitor all the func-
tinns,

Manzrul Alam also pledged
that be would extend all-out
suppori o non-resident
Bangladeshis so that they
could start hi-tech businesses
inthe country.

In his closing remarks, Dr
Jamilur Reza Choudhury, vice
chancellor of Brac University,
said the country needs an
image-building strategy to
boost the country’'s image
abroad. He urged the non-
resident Bangladeshis to come
forward and contribute more
inthis repard.

Dr Muhammed Zafar Igba)
moderated the program.
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Queen Elizabeth launches

on YouTube ’

" AP, Landon

Just callher Queen e-Lizabeth,

The Bl-year-old British
monarch launched her own
video site on YouTube Sunday,
featuring old news teels and
film snippets of daily royal life.
Buckingham Palace said
Queen Elizabeth 11 keeps up
with newways of communicat-
ing with people and was hop-
ing to reach a wider, and youn-
ger, audience through the
popular video-sharing Web
site.

The palace began posting
archive and recent footage of
the queen and other toyals on
the official Royal Channel on
YouTube on Sunday, with plans
toadd new clips regularly,

Thequeen willuse the siteta
send out her annual televised
Christmas message, a tradition
that she began 50 years ago.

"The, queen always keeps

o

abreast with new ways of com-
municating with people,”
Buckingham Palace said in a
statement. "She has always
been aware of reaching iore
people and adapting the com-
munication 1o suit. This will
make the Christmas message
more accessible to younger
people and those in other
countries.”"
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The royal page which he
the scarlet lettered headir
“I'he Royal Channel . The
Official Ch.mncI of the British
Monarchy” features a pictiire
of Buckinghm Palace flanked
by the queen's Guards in their
trademark tall bearshn hats
andred wunics,

I‘alace officials said the
gqueen's Christrnas message
this year will urge peuplt. 10
care for the wvulnerable and
those excluded from socicty.
She will also pay tribute to the
sacrifices made by the armed
forces, |

The queen chooses a differ-
ent theme for each annual
address, the one occasion in
the vear when she writes her
own speech without govern-
mentadvice,

The speech rema.lns confi-
dential until it is aired, both on
TV and radio, on Christmas
Day.
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