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Indian fans
complain
of racism

P11, Melbourne

Despite Cricket Australia’'s (CA)
repeated warnings, racism has
reared its ugly head at the ongoing
Boxing Day Test here with Indian
supporters complaining of "offen-
sive and ugly” chants being hurled
atthem bylocal supponers.

A 'Herald Sun’ report said
Australian supporters shouted
"Show us your visas, show us your
visas” at the Indian fans, inter-
viewed by their reporters. The
‘visiting fans described the chant as
"offensive, ugly and racist”.

Even some Australian fans
found the chants racist.

"That is racist,” a home sup- §

porter Heath Robbins was quoted
assaying.

"Itigattacking a person's coun-
iry and they should be Koked out
of the ground as they should for
any offensive behaviour to any
nmnrpeuple. hesaid.

“Everyohe feels offended when

they arc attacked on the basis of § [

their residency or where we came
SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

Dldl.l Knowr?

Since 1877, the Wimbledon

Championships have only. ever becn
disrupled by the World Wars and rain. Four
years were [ost for the World Wars and six
duelp tharaln.
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Kevin Rudd
(Anstralia’s new primeminister)
“Former premier) Mro (John)
Howard did for spin bowling whet 1
‘did for wi.t].c.'kwp:‘ng -- which s
notalatinbathcases.”

Who doesn't plan to be ﬁho‘\-ﬂnb
olfhis cricket skills anytime soon.
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WAS IT A CATCH REALLY? Bangladesh captain Mohammad Ashraful looks at the umpires with a big question mark on his face as he trudges back to the
dressing room after he had been aiven out caught by Ross Taylor off the bowling of Kyla Mills during the second one-day international against New Zealand

atthe McLean Parkin Napier yesterday.

Tigers humbled

mgricket

TIGERCRICKET.COM, Napicr 4

A relentless drizzle brought an
anti-climactic finish to the second
one-day international at McLean
Park yesterday with Bangladesh on
181-6 in 43 overs chasing 336 for a
win, which had gone out of equa-
tionlongago.

Bangladesh, who required 284
under the Duckworth/Lewis
method when the match was called
off, lostby 102 runs.

The first blow for the Tigers was
the toss which went Daniel
Vettori's way for the second game
running. Even for a team that fan-
cies chasing totals today's reality
wasvery different for Bangladesh.

The pitch, one could tell by the
look of it, was a belter and the
tourists would have definitely
batted, Instead they toiled on a flat
deckwithoutluck (two clear caught
behind appeals went against them)
and were bludgeoncd when the
batsmen had theireyein.

When the Tigers batted,
Mohammad Ashraful received a
conlentious decision when umpire
Peter Parker gave him out on 3
although television replays proved
inconclusive as to whether Ross
Taylor had taken the ball cleanly at
COver.

Ashraful was the third wicket to
fallin 18 balls and with theaddition
of five runs as the Tigers crashed
from a solid 63 withoutloss to 68 for
3'in 14 overs, That was the defining
moment for Bangladesh.

"Yes, we would have batted too
if I had won the toss. The condi-
tions were great and it was a very
flat track,” said captain
Mohammad Ashraful at the post-
match briefing when asked
whether the toss was a factor.

"We had a plan in mind and we
were going along according to that
plan but we lost three wickets for
five runs and the plan changed. The
batsmen really did not get going
after that and we probably lost our
biggest strokemakers. So it didn't
give us any chance to go after 335
which was virtually impossible

_in 1eply to a question whether he

from the start,” said Jamie Slddons

thought the target was attainable.

"We don't pretend that we are
going to compele against teams
like New Zealand on a regular basis
at this point of time. We are build-
ing. A lot of young players are get-
ting good practce over here, We've
lost two now and hopefully 'we'll
play betier in thelast one and win,”
headded.

On the bowling cfiort, the
Australian coach said: "If the ball is
not swinging or spinning. which it
really didn't today apart from the
earlyovers where I think we bowled
really well today, then it is a prob-
lem. The pace is also not there, The
first two bowlers are bowling
around 132-133kmph and not
140kmph,”

"It's really hard to contain when
you ean't bounce and there were
not too many get out balls. They
were_ giving us two bouncers last
twa balls every over and they were
dot balls. So it makes it difficult for
us to execute perfect yorkers and so

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

Milon brings big lead

[ | Dense fog
blighted two

SPORTS REPORTER
matches ofthe
9th National
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Teague but Dhaka enjoyved bright
conditions against hosls
Chitlagong on the second day of
the ninth round matches yesterday.

After they shot out Chittagong for
only 98in the firstinnings on the first
day, Dhaka reached 316-10 in their
effort, thanks to a blitz from Nazmul
Hossain Milon, and then went on to
take three Chittagong second
inningswickets as the hosts slumped
to 26-3when stumps were drawn.

The match at the Shaheed
Chandu Stadium in Bogra was the
worst hit as only 49 overs were
played inthe match between Barisal
and Sylhet, who were bowled out for
183 tuns. In their reply, Barisal
managed 118-2 in 36 overs with
Hannan Sarkar smashing 70.

Khulna, in their crucial encoun-
ter, declared 37 short of Rajshahi's
first innings total of 183, at 151-9to
make sure Rajshahi don't walk out
with full bowling poinis as none of
the teams had any hopes of a singlé
batting point.

RAJSHAHI-KHULNA

Atthe Rajshahi Divislonal Stadium,
the hosts had to wait dll it was
12.10pm hefore they could have a
crack ataweakened Khulnabatting
line-up.

Part-time off-spinner Farhad
Hossain brought the first break-
through when he removed over-
night batsman Jamaluddin Babu
for 29, Two more wickets fellon 111
and 142, when stand-in skipper
Nahidul Haque left the seene,
having scored a painstaking 29.

Farhad, who ended with four

wickets, triggered the late-order
collapse and Khulna slipped to
151-9 when the portly Nahidul
declared the innings.

In their reply, Rajshahi
strengthened their lead when they
moved to62-2in 12 overs.

Khulna's decisive move gave
them a single-point advantage over
Rajshahi in the bonus points col-
umn as they ended with four while
Rajshahihad three.

CHITTAGONG-DHAKA

Dhakawere in deep trouble at 178-
7 when big-hitter Milon walked in
and changed the face of the match

at the Chittagong Divisional
Stadium.

In his unbeaten 114-ball innings
that Iasted two and half hours and
yielded 95 vital runs, Milon sashed
fourtean boundaries and asix.

He found little support as most
of the Dhaka batsmen succumbed
to the pace and guile of Tariq Aziz
who ook five for 89. Yasin picked
three more while Saju Dutla took
two as Chittagong yet again failed
to remove alower-order batsman.

‘They replied in worse fashion,
lpsing three quick wickets for 26
runs as Dhaka looked to close off

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

SAU-19in
control

SronTs REPORTER

South Africa Under-19 took control
on the second day of the three-day
practice match against Bangladesh
Under-19 at_Sedgars Park in
Patchefstronm yesterday;
Thehome teamscored 274 for 3at
teainreplytoihe visitor's294,
Rony Tahukdar Dollar Mahmud and
kquammad Rubel took one wicket
[

BRIEFSCORES

Bangladesh Under-19s: First
innings 294 all out in 80.5 overs
(Rony 43, Mithun 39, Nadimuddin
0, Nasir 8, Marshall 23, Mahmudul
64, Suhrawardi 68, Ashraful 33 not
out, Dollar 3, Rubel 3, Kibria 2;
Parnell 2-37, Hendricks 1-28,
Swancpoel 1-33, August 1-44).
South Africa Under-19s:  First
innings 274 for3in 71 overs (al 1ea)
{ 7T Smuts 77, K Smuts 0, Rossouw
8, Hendricks 92*, Vandiar 91*; Rony
1-2i,Dollar 1-30, Rubel 1-56).

Dev Squad crush
Malaysia U-19s

SPORTS REPORTER

A 91-run partnership between
Ashigqul 1slam and Mominul Hag
steered BCB Development Squad to
2 comfortable six-wicket win
against visiting Malaysia Under-19
team in yesterday's friendly limited-
overs match at the XKhulna
Divisional Stadium.

The Malaysian U-19s, whoarein the
middle of a preparation tour in
Bangladesh for nextyear'sYouth Cricket
World Cup at home, managed fust 128
for eight in 50 tvers after electing to bat
withAminuddinmakinghighest38.

Saikat Ali captured 3-20 while
Rurnman and Tapash cach chipped in
with a couple of wickets for the hosts,
whotook34.3overstoraceto 128-4.

Although the top-order failed, num-
ber three Ashigul remained 56 not ouf
whille Morminul contributed 45 dhiring
thematchwinninglourthwicket.

Aussies dictate terms

Y50 Cricket

AFP, Melbourne

India will have to do what no other
Test team has done before to come
from behind and win the first
cricket Test after Australia set them
a historic run chase at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground on
Friday.

The Australians offercd the
Indians 499 runs 1o win with two
days left after declaring their sec-
ond innings at 351 for seven Jate on
the third day.

India safely reached stumps at
six without loss, with Rahul Dravid
on three and Wasim Jaffer on two.

Only three teams in Test crickel
history have scored 400 or more in
the fourthinnings for victory.

The West Indies hold the Test
record of 418 for seven when they
beat Australia at St. Johns in 2003,
while India amassed 406 for four to
down the West Indies in Port-of-
Spain in 1976 and Australia hit 404
for three to defeat England at
Headingleyin 1948,

The highest successful run
chase in the fourth innings at the
MCG is England's 332 for seven set
T4 years ago.

But the drop-in pitch is playing
low and cracking, making high
scoring problematic in the fourth
innings.

"I'd like to say they have no
chance, but the reality is they have
to get 493 runs and they've got two
days to get it so they have plenty of
time," Australian batsman Michael
Clarke said,

“But 1 also believe if we bowd as
well as we can and hold our
chances 1 think there is a possibility
the game could be over tomormow
aswell.”

Harbhajan Singh, India's lead-
ing wicket-taker on Friday, said:
"Obviously, it's a stiff target, but I
won'tsayit's notachievable.

"With the kind of batting lineup
we have, if we play 1o our potential
anything can happenin cricket and
this is a good wicket to bat on and
1'm sure our batsmen are looking
forward to going out and showing
some charactertormormow.,”

Before lunch India claimed the
wickels of first-innings centurion

Matthew Hayden and skipper
Ricky Ponting, followed by the
dismissals of Phil Jaques, Mike
Hussey and Andrew Symonds in
the middle session, with Michael
Clarke and Adam Gilchrist sent on
theirwayaftertea.

Opener Jagues picked up his
sixth consecutive Test half-century
and was out next ball to a return
catch by Anil Kumble for 51 shorily
afterlunch,

Hussey wieatled for 36 off 84
balls with no boundaries before he
was snapped up by Sachin

Tendulkar at firstslip off RP Singh.

Symonds had an eventful time
at the erease. He was bowled off a
no-ball by Zaheer Khan when on
stz and then crunched spinners
Kumble and Harblajan for sixes
before he was leg before wicket to
Zaheer Khanfordd.

Clarke looked set for his sixth
Test century hefore he danced
down the pitch to Kumble and was
well stranded by the turn to be
stumped by Mahendra Dhoni for
730ff 113 balls. i

SEE PAGE 1B COL 2
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Australia's Michael Clarke pulls one during his knock of 73 in the second
innings on the third day of the first Test against India at the Melbourne

Cricket Ground yesterday.

E¥§1 Cricket

AFP, Fort Elizabeth

All-rounder Dwayne Bravo took
four wickets in 21 balls as the West
Indies took a 213-run first innings
lead on the third day of the first Test
atStGeorge's Park Friday.

West Indian captain Chris Gayle
decided not to enforce the follow
on and the tourists increased their
overall lead to 279 when they
reached 66 for two in their second
innings at tea.

Gayle got the innings off to
another blazing start before he was
caught behind off Makhaya Ntini
for 29 off 22 balls. He was followed
by Runako Morton, who was leg
before wicket for five to Jacques
Kallis' first ball of the innings.

Bravo, who finishedwithfour for 24,
took the last four wickets at a personal
cost of stx nuns as the West Indies
bowledoutSouthAfricafor195.

South Africa suffered an early
blow alter resuming on 122 far five
when Mark Boucher was out in the
third over of the mormning. Boucher
top-edged a hook against Jerome
Taylor and was caught by Daren
Powell atfineleg.

But AB de Villiers and Paul
Harris defied the West Indian bowl-
ers for most of the moming in a

biglead

seventh wicket stand of 43 before
Bravo struck shortlybefore lunch.

De Villiers, the only top order
batsman to shine, made a patient
59 off 127 balls before he was
bowled by a superb delivery from
Bravo which straightened off the
pitch and clipped his off stump.

Bravo followed up with the
wicket of Harris, who batted for 100
minutes and faced 68 balls in mak-
ing nine, He was caught at mid-off
when he attempted a forcing shot
off the back foot.

South Africa's last two wickets
fell in 13 balls after lunch as Bravo
had Andre Nel caught at mid-on
and Dale Steyn caught at fineleg.

Gayle, who made 66 off 49 balls
in the first innings, hammered 19
oll Steyn's third over, starting with
a hooked six which sailed over
Ntini's head atlong leg.

But he was forced on to the back
foot and squared up by Ntini and
edged alow catch to Boucher’s left
after dominating an opening stand
ol 32 with Daren Ganga.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at tea on the third day
of the first Test between South
Africa and the West Indies at St
George's Park in Port Elizabeth on
Friday:

WEST INDIES: First innings 408
(Chanderpaul 104, Samuels 94,
Gayle 66, Sammy 38, Ganga 33,

Morton 33; Nel 3-85, Nt 3-100,
Steyn2-121)

SDU’I‘II AFRICA: First innings
(overnight 122-5)

SmithIbwbTaylor 28
Gibbs ¢ Ramdinb Pawell 0
Amlab Powell 29
Kallis c Bravo b Taylor 0
Prince c Morion b Powell 20
DeVilliershBravo -~ 59 °
Boucher c Powell b Taylor 20
Harris cTaylorb Bravo g
NelcGanga b Bravo . 16
SteyncPowellbBravo 7
Niininot out v 0

Bxtras: (b-4, 1b-1, nb-1,w-1) 7
Total: (Al uullnﬁz.lwcrs) 155
Fall of wickets; 1-1,2-45, 3-53, 4-63,
5-96,6-129,7-172,8-18],9-194

Bowler 0 M R W
Powell 17 4 .58 3
Edwards 15 3 56 1
. Taylor 13 4 46 3
Bravo 13.1 3 24 4
Sammy FE e B
WEST INDIES: Second innings
Gayle cBoucher hNtin 29
mnotout 22
Mortonlbw b Kallis 5
Samuels not out KEg
Extras: (nb-1) 1
Total: (For2ZwktsinZ20overs) 66
Fall of wickets: 1-32,2-57.
Bowler 0O M R W
Steyn 7 2 .34 ]
Ntini b <K ) 1
Nel 1 (R b 0
Kallis 3 i 2 1
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STLI[:K IN THE NINETIES: Dhaka's Nazmul Hossain Milon is in full flow on way to hammering an unbeaten 95 in the first
innings on the second day of their National Cricket League four-dayer at the Chittagong Divisional Stadium yesterday,
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CA observing situation

EY-§ ) Cricket

AV, Sydney

Australia will monitor violence in
Pakistan following Benazir
Bhulto's assassination to gauge
whether the national cricket
team can safely tour next year,
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd said
Friday

Rudd said his government
would liaise closely with Cricket
Australia’ on security issues sur-
rounding the tour after rioting
erupted in Pakistan in the wake of
the opposition leader's murder late
Thursday.

"We've already seen evidence of
violenece in the short period of time
that's elapsed since the assassina-
tion, in the days ahead we don't
know what's yet to oecur,” Rudd
told reporters in Melbourne,

"Therefore the most responsi-
ble course of action is for us to be

in the closest possible contact
with Cricket Australia so an
appropriate, timely, informed
decision can be made about this
particular tour.”

Rudd said the government's
main concern was the safety and
security of the Australinn team,
which is due to arrive in Pakistan
onMarch 10 to play three Tests, five
one-dayers and & Twenty20 inter-
national.

Cricket Australia spokesman
Peter Young said his organisa-
tion and the Australian
Cricketers' Association would
not make a decision on whether
to proceed with the tour for
several weeks,

"It's an appalling tragedy and
weonly hope that the civil situation
in Pakistan can improve,” Young
said.

Australia have not toured
Pakistan since 1998, with their
last scheduled iour in 2002

i
5

moved to the neutral venues of
Sharjah and Colombo: due to
security concerns.

Cricket Australia chief executive
James Sutherland said there were
currently no plans to move the
upcoming tour to neutral venues
and, in any case, such a decision
rested with Pakistani cricket
authorities.

"Hight now playing in a neutral
venue is not something that's
under consideration,” Sutherdand
toldreportersin Melbourne. |

"There's @ commitment to tour
Pakistan and; we'lll be pursuing
Eueryavenuemmpfmthmwunn
go ahead. Whether we play in o
neutral venue is ﬂm‘.ﬁp to Cricket
Australia, it's a npne: for the
Pakistan CricketBoard "

Sutherland sald' & decision on
whether to tour would not be taken
uniil late February, after consulta-
tign with independent and
Australian gwummum c&eourity
nxpans,



