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The void left behind

AHMED RASHID

r I 1 HE assassination of Benazir
Bhutto has left a huge
political vacuum at the

heart of this nuclear-armed state,
which appears to be slipping into
an abyss of violence and Islamic
extremism. The question of what
happens next is almost impossible
to answer, especially at a moment
when Bhutto herself seemed o be
theonlyanswer.

Pakistanis are in shock. Many
are numb, and others are filled with
unimaginable grief. Thousands
have taken to the streets, burning
vehicles and attacking police sta-
tions in an explosion of violence
against the government. Bhutto's
death yesterday will almost cer-
tainly lead to the cancellation of
the Jan. 8 parliamentary elections
(already, the nation's second-
largest opposition party has called
for a boycottif the vote is held) and
the possible imposition of extraor-
dinary measures by the military --
another state of emergency or even
martial law.. President Pervez
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Her death only exacerbates the problems Pakistan has been g&rappiing with for the past few months: how to find a modicum
of political stability through a representative government that the army can accept and will not work to undermine, and
how to tackle the extremism spreading in the country. i

Musharraf's own political future
hasneverbeen less certain,

Bhutto's death leaves the largest
possible vacuum at the core of
Pakistan's shaky and blood-
stained political system. Twice
elected prime minister in the
19803, twice dismissed on charges
of corruption and incompetence
by the military, Bhutto was a giant
of a politician in a land of political
pygmies and acolytes of the mili-
tary.

Benazir Bhutto and her Pakistan
People's Party were the closest
anyone in the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan has ever gotten to espous-
ing a secular, democratic political
culture. In a country where polid-
cal advances have been made
recently only by the Taliban, the
role Bhutto filled, trying to bring
modernity to this nation of 165

million people, was immensely
brave and absolutely necessary if
Pakistan is to remain in the polity of
nations. Whatever her shortcom-
ings, she loved her country and
gave herlife for it

She and her party commanded
the die-hard loyalty of ac least one-
third of the electorate. Her sup-
porters were vehemently against
army rule and Islamic extremism.

In recent weeks, she had pub-
licly taken on the Taliban extrem-
Ists -- something Musharraf has
not dared to do, despite all his
bluster and bonhomie with
President Bush since the attacks of
Sept. 11, 200L. With Bhutto gone,
there is no one who can play sucha
role,

Her longest-running battle was
notwith the extremists but with the
army, whose leaders never trusted

her. She was too secular, too
worldly and perhaps too wise.
Bhutto was killed leaving a political
rally in Rawalpindi, fust two miles
from where her father, prime min-
ister Zulligar Ali Bhutto, was
hanged by another military dicta-
tor 30 years ago. The tragedy of the
Bhutto family -- her brothers also
were killed, one poisoned, one
shat, and her husband spent seven
years in prison -- has become part
of the saga and struggle by
Pakistanis to create a viable demo-
cratle, modern state.

Yesterday, her party's stalwarts
were on the streets, accusing
Musharraf and the military of
perpetrating the latest murder of a
Bhutto. That is extremely unlikely;
pot least because last night the
government itselFwas indespair.

The attack -- & gunman cut her

down before a suicide-bomb
explosion blew up her vehicle,
early reports suggest -- bore the
hallmarks of training by the al-
Qaeda terrocists ensconced in
northwest Pakistan.

Her death only exacerbates the
problems Pakistan has been grap-
pling with for the past few months:
how to find a modicum of political
stability through a representative
government that the army can
accept and will not work to under-
mine, and how to tackle the
extremism spreading in the coun-
try.

Ifthe elections are canceled, itis
imperative that Musharraf drop his
single-minded desire for power
and establish a national govern-
ment made up of all the country’s
leading politicians and parties.
Together, they mayagree on how to

conduct an orderly election while
trying to beat back the specter of
extremism that {s haunting this
benighted -Jand. But Musharraf
may not survive the fallout of
Bhutio's death. His actions have
not been honorable, and none of
the political opposition is willing to
sit down with him. [tis unlikely that
they will accept Musharraf's con-
tinued presidency.

If rioting and political mayhem
worsen, if the opposition refuses to
cooperate with Musharraf and the
United States finally begins to
distance itself feom him, then the
army may be forced to tell
Musharraf to call it a day. If that
happens, it will be even more
urgent that the world support a
national government, elections
and a speedy reurn to civilian rule
-- and not another military dicta-
torship.

Courtesy: TheWashington Post
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Impact on US dlplomacy amid division

HELENE CODPER AND STEVEN
LEE MYERS

HE assassination of Benazir

Bhutto on Thursday left in

ruins the delicate diplomatic
effort the Bush administradon had
pursued in the past year to recon-
cile Pakistan deeply divided politi-
cal factions. Now it [s scrambling to
sort through ever more limited
options, as American influence on
Pakistan's internal affairs contin-
uesto decline.

On Thursday, officials at the
American Fmbassy in Islamabad
reached out to members of the
political pacty of former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, according
o a senlor administration official.
The very fact that officials are even
talking to backers of Mr. Sharif,
who they believe has too many ties
to Islamnists, suggests how hard it
will be to find a partner the United
States fully trusts.

w1 ¥he assassination, h]glj\l ghted,
i q:ecmcu]nr fashiomn, t inllum
of two of President Bush's main
objectives in the region: his quest
to bring democricy to the Muslim
world, and his drive to force out the
Islamist militants who have hung
on [enaciously in Pakistan, the
nuclear-armed state considered
ground zero in President Bush's
Eﬁht against terrorism, despite the
administration's long-running
effort to root out al-Qaoeda from the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border.
Administration officials say the
United States still wants the
Pakistani elections to proceed,
either us scheduled on Jan. 8 or
soon after. But several senior
administration officials acknowl-

Bush administration officials on Thursday had still not give“l up hope that Mr. Musharraf may be able to strike a ruling

il

coalition with whoever becomes Ms. Bhutto's successor in her Pakistan Peoples Party. Mr. Bush's continued strong support
for Mr. Musharraf could further erode his already declining popular support, even if the administration still sees his
leadership as the best guarantor of Pakistan's nuclear arsenal.

edged that President Pervez
Musharraf may decide to put off
the elections if the already unstable
political climate in Pakistan deteri-
orates further.

The administration official said
American Embassy officials were
trying to reach out to Pakistani
political players across the board in
the aftermath of the Bhutto assassi-
nation.

"Look, most of the people in
Musharral’s party came out of
Nawaz's party, the official said,
referring to Mr. Sharifand speaking
an condition of anonymity
because of diplomaric sensitivities,

“While-he acknowledged that an

alllance between Mr. Sharifund Mr.
Musharraf was unlikely given the
long enmity between the men, he
added, [ wouldn't predict anything
in polities.”

Foreign policy analysts and
diplomats said that {f there were
one thing that Ms. Bhutto's assassi-
nation has made clear, it was the
inability of the United States to
manipulate the [nternal political
affairs of Pakistan. Even before the
assassination, the United States
had limited influence and did not
back Ms. Bhutto to the hilt.

"We are a player in the Pakistani
political system, said Wendy
Chamberlin, a former United

States ambassador to Pakistan,
adding that as such, the United
States was partly to blame for Mr.
Musharraf's dip in popularity. But,
she added: This is Pakistan. And
Paklstan is a very dangerous and
violentplace,"

That said, Pakistan has never
been more important for the
United States than it s right now as
it teeters on the edge of internal
chaos. Bush adminismation offi-
cials have been trying mightily to
balance the American insistence
thiat Paklstan remain on the path to
democracy and Mr Musharraf's
unwillingness to risk unrest that
would allow -al-Qaedas ‘anid the
Taliban to operate more frecly,
particularly with American and
NATO troops next door in
Afghanistan,

That is why the administration
had been fighting so hard, amid
skepticism from many of its allies,
to broker an agreement in which
the increasingly unpopular Mr.
Musharrafwould share power with
Ms. Bhutto after presidential and
parlinmentary elections. American
officials viewed the power-sharing
proposal partly as a way to force
Mr. Musharral onto a democratic
path, and partly to relieve the
growingpressure for his ouster.

On the basis of that plan, Ms.

Bhutto returned to Pakistan in
October alter eight years of self-
imposed exile,

But the power-sharing deal
never came to fruition, as the
Increasingly besieged Mr.
Musharraf imposed a series of
autocratic measures that left him
politically weakened.

Administration officials conrin-
ued to prod Ms. Bhutto toward an
arranged marriage with Mr.
Musharraf even during the emer-
gency rule. Deputy Secretary of
State John D. Negroponte traveled
to Pakistan in November, and
spoke by telephone to Ms. Bhutto

« whileMr. Musharral had her under

hause arrest. With both sides balk-
ing at the power-sharing deal -- an
agreement one Bush official
acknowledged was 'like putting
two pythons in the same cage' --
Mr. Negroponte continued to push
Ms. Bhutto to agree to the plan
according to members of Ms.
Bhurto's political party.

"[thinkitwasinsane,” said Teresita
Schaffer, o Pakistan expert at the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies, of the proposed alliance. "1
don't think Musharmf ever wanted to
share power.”

Until this week, Bush adminis-
tration officials were still hoping
that Mr. Musharraf and Ms. Bhutto

would form an alliance between
their political parties after
Pakistan's Jan. B elections, which
would bring aboutas close tloa pro-
American governing coalition in
Pakistan as the United States was
likely o get.

The Bhucto assassination
upends that plan, but Bush admin-
istration officials on Thursday had
still not given up hope that Mr.
Musharraf may be able to strike a
ruling coalition with whoever
becomes Ms, Bhutto's successor in
her Pakistan Peoples Party:

The problem with that scenario,
though, is that Pakdstani political
parties are much more about soong,
powerful individuals -~ lke Mr
Musharraf, Ms. Bhutto, or Mr. Sharif -
- than about the parties themselves.
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
telephoned Ms. Bhutto's second-in-
command, Makhdoom Amin Fahim,
to offer sympathy, and she pledged to
continue to support elections in
Pakistan, administration officials
said.

Mr. Bush's continued stron
support for Mr. Musharraf coul
further erode his already declining
popular support, even if the
administration still sees his leader-
ship as the best guarantor of
Pakistan's nucleararsenal.

"The danger is the centrist

alements of Pakistan will be so
demoralised,” sald Stephen B
Cohen, a senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution. He criticised
the administration for not nurtur-
ing Pakistan's opposition for so
long after Mr. Musharmaf's coup in
1999. He expressed hope that the
United States could still urge mod-
erate parties to ally themselves
with Mr. Musharraf, formin,
governing coalition, assuming that
the elections go ahead.

"It should wake up anybody
who thinks that Pakistan is a stable
country and that we can deal only
with Musharraf," Mr. Cohen said of
the assassination.

Ms. Schafer and other Pakistan
experts say the administration was
making a mistake by viewing Mr.
Sharifwith suspicion. They said that
he was a moderate who will work
with the United States in fight
against terrorism, citng his cooper-
ation with Clinton administration.

iuSenatoe Aden Specten Repuiblican

of Penrisylvania, was in slamabad
with Hep. Patrick J. Kennedy,
Democrat of Rhode Island, on a
scheduled trip and preparing to
meet Ms. Bhutto at 9pm Thursday
when the news of the bombing
broke. They watched the news n
their hotel, with initial reports thal
shehad escaped injurygivingwayto
confirmationofherdeath.

"[ think otir forelgn policy relied
on her personality as a stabilizing
force," Mr. Specter told reporters
by telephone. "Now, without her,
we have to regroup.”

This article is taken from The New
York Times, December 28, 2007.

Lending artefacts to foreign museums

PROF. SELINA MOHSIN

ACH country possesses its

own history and culture.

Arts and artefacts are evi-
dence of a country's history which
is unique. Some countries were
homes of ancient civilizations and
their historical objects enable us to
understand thelr past history,
culture and way of life. There are
other countries where history and
culture reached a glorious period
during the middle nges or even
later.

The heritage that survives from
thie past provides glimpses of what
life was centuries earlier. The
preservation and display of such
art and objects demonstrates an
appreciation of the intrinsic value
of tradition, cullure, changing
times, way of thinking and styles of
thepast.

Museums in most countries
preserve, exhibit and lend their
historical arts and artefacts to
foreign museums so that numer-
ous people of different cultures can
appreciate the heritage of other
countries. Inaddition to displaying

work of historical significance on

loan to the public, contemparary
museums count among its many
responsibilities scholarship and
education.

This opportunity to view arts
and artefacts of different cultures
and their provenance broadens our
outlook and provides new insight
to the contributions made by
mankind before us. This is an
innate partofeducation.

Nowadays it is possible to see
historical artefacts of countriesone
has not visited through loans w
forelgn museums. In London, it
was possible for me to see the
splendours of Persepolls -- its
metal work, stone reliefs, bronzes
and jewellery evoking the delicate
craftsmanship and lwoury and
grandeur of the Persian Empire.

" Fine calligraphy, exquisite min-
iatures, vibrant colours of delicate
carpets, ancient manuscripts,
statues and objects display an
excellence in craftsmanship and
mastery that i{s not possible to
replicate today. In Paris, France, an
exhibition on "Suleiman the
Magnificent” displayed valuable
items of that particular Islamic era
and were onloan from Turkey:. Such

displays stimulate interest of a
fascinating period and of forgotten
cultures, kingdoms and empires. It
even adds value and understand-
ingofourown heritage.

The Palaces of St. Petershurg, the
four imperial palaces of the Csar's
of Imperial Russia with many
priceless treasures and master-
pieces, were on loan at the
Mississippi Arts Pavilion, USA, in
1996. It was one of the largest
Russian Exhibition outside the
country showcasing over 600 price-
less objects. No endeavour of this
magnitude could have been
mounted without dedication,
commitment and integrity of the
Russianand American staff.

The "Princely Splendour”, an

_ exhibition of the Dresden Court

between 1580-1620 mounted at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art was
loitned by the Museum of Dresden
in Germany. It showed through art
that the character of Dresden was
profoundly shaped by its history
from the late Renaissance to the
late Baroque period.

Most countries and museums
that lend historical objects, includ-
ing items of natural history, assist

NRBs in nation building

ABRDUL HANNAN

HE first-ever non-resident

Bangladeshi (MRB) confer-

ence is now being held (27-
29 Dec) in Dhaka and actended by
nearly one thousand distinguished
expatriate Bangladeshi scholars
and professionals from all over the
world. The organisers of the con-
ference, 'Scholars Bangladesh'
who reportedly have compiled
after extensive research a list of 21
thousand NRB professionals and
scholirs engaged in specialised
important jobs abroad in science
and technology, IT and telecom-
munication, business and finance,
health education and medicine ete.
certainly deserve our unstinted
_support and appreciation for doing

anexcelentpatriotic job,

It is understood the pardcipating
scholarsareantending 20 seminars to
present papers and discuss and
debate wvarious subjects including
governance, local government,
economic development, agriculture,
investment, informationtechnology,
health education, use of submarine
cable, renewable energy etc.

The nation expects concrete,
substantive and implementable
propasals and results out of the
conlerence and follow-up action by
joint effort of the organlsers, NRB
professionals, the government and
private organisations, lest the con-
ference should end into a meaning-
lesaewy :
NRBscholars and professionals,

The ostensible purpose of hold-

ing the conference supposedly is to
honourour brilliantsons and daugh-
ters who have earned great emi-
nence and distinction in their
respective specialised area of work
abroad. Itis not understwood why the
local eminent artists and scholars
have been Included in the list of
awared winners in recognition oftheir
talent and scholarship. The focus of
the conference Is also how best to
harness NRBs' resources, talent, skill
and expertise for purposes of our
national development. For obvious
reasons of lack of job opportunity
and facility for research, we could not
contain the brain dmin from our
country. [tis not sensible to expect of

of gur—. the NIUB scholars and professionals

to leave their lucrutive jobs and
return home. However, it is needless

us, the viewers, to learn and under-
stand through works of historical
significance the contributions of
specific periods, often complexbut
always interesting. To cite a few
examples, one of the roles of the
Portland Art Museum in USA is to
loan historical ohjects to foreign
museums and to receive such
objectsforits own display.

The Harvard Musecum of
Natural History has an interna-
tional travel programme. The Leo
Baeck Institute (LBI) for the study
of history & culture of German
speaking Jews is frequently
requested to make its works
available on loan o museums,
galleries and exhibitions around
the world.

The famous Victoria and Albert
Museum (V&A) in London is the
world's greatest museum of
applied and decorative arts. [ts
collection {5 available through
loans to numerous other muse-
ums.

In recent years, there rose a need
to understand and appreciate
Islamic art and culture. The V&A
recently mounted the most signifi-
cantcollection of [slamic ceramics,

w say that the expatriates owe a
debtofdeep gratitude to their moth-
erland for getting their early aca-
demic training in schools, universi-
ties and medical colleges almost for
free in terms of dollars, at the
expense of public exchequer. It is
their moral responsibility to return
the debt by their involvement in
national development in one way or
another by way of investment of
money in business, investment of
their talent and skill in human
resource development in the feld of
education, health, information
technology, water, sanitation and
environment, agriculture etc.

May be, many ofthe NRB schol-
ars and professionals are keen and
willing to make their contribution
in their respective fields provided

silks, carpets, metal work, glass,
manuscripts, paintings and other
media with the generosity of
Harwell ple. part of Ahdul Jameel
Group. The Jameel Gallery of
Islamic Artis the finestin the world.

The Royal Academy in London
mounts i contdnuous programme
of internationally renowned loan
exhibitions.

Oftenloaningacountry's histor-
jcal works can be a blessing regard-
ing preservation. In developing
countries, with rich historical
background, some of the artefacts
and manuscripts are quite often
not preserved In controlled envi-
ronment. As such, a decision to
send arts and objects on loan
attracts attention on the poor
condition in which they were
stored. Then, the question of ade-
quate preservation becomes pre-
dominant and while sending such
objects abroad it prompts the
government of the concerned
country to improve the conditions
in which historical objects were
earlierstored.

Certainly, there is always an
ethical dimension in lending and
borrowing historical works of art.

there is available favourable condi-
tion and facilities and a permanent
institutional arrangement by the
government. The government may
take appropriate action in the
matter by instinuting an "expatriate
talent poal project’, in every con-
cerned ministry and department to
attend to offers of investment and
raining and research assistance by
expatriate Bangladeshi scholars
and professionals. There hasbeena
tremendous economic growth in
China and [ndia by their expatriate
experts through establishment of
special economic zones for invest-
ment with active support and
patronage of the governiment.

The government his an important
rale to play in making o success af the
initiative taken hyihuarg:ming ofthe

Honesty, integrity and respect for
historical museum pieces are
imperative for the couniry sending
such pieces as well as for the coun-
try receiving them. Ethical code of
conduct is intrinsie to such loans.
This is the prime responsibility of
persons handling such picces.

Finally, it must be remembered
that a country lending its arts and
artefacts is enabling millions of
viewers to learn about its civiliza-
tions which, more often than not,
influenced the way the world is
taday. Religion often inspired great
works of art and architecture. Glory
in war had had the same inspiring
effect and peace helped to consoli-
date the cultural heritage of a coun-
try and helped in the development
of dance, music, poetry paintings,
learmningand other artforms.

Cultural loans and exchanges
are a testament to the positive
relations between countries and
museums, It is mutually enriching
and enlightening forall.

Praf. Seflna Mohsin is Education Advlser, Frogram
Support Unlt of Canadlan Intomational
Developmant Agancy (CI0A)

e

e s

conference. The third NRI confrnmee
in Incia was held in Bombay in 2005
and Inaugurated by Prime minister
MonmohanSingh. Unlikethe previous
poliical govemments, the present
careltaker government comprises of
scholars and technocras and it is
expected of them to be farthcoming in
offering every support and encour-
agement by follow-up actions as a
measure of continuing participa-
tion by the NRB scholars and profes-
sionals in natonal development
efforts. The conference, undoubt-
edly, would have received added
significance, grace and eleganee if it
was inaugurated by Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed, the chief adviser of the
caretaker government

Abdul Hapran 3 o lommer press :.uurlsn'or:
Banglodesh UN mEssion in New Yari.

MEMORIES OF BENAZIR BHUTTO
The chirpy teenager,
the old e- malls

Banam Bhutto was the mludern hheral faca of her

otherwise poor, feudal and |i!-gmremerl country. She was
Pakistan's light at the end of the tunnel. Now, with her
death, the tunnel can only get longer and darker.

SYED BADRUL AHSAN

HE assassination of Benazir

Bhutto sends woves of

sadness all the way from the
heart down to the soul. She was a
woman of true grit and determina-
tion who could have made a differ-
ence to Pakistan. Thatshe had the
chance twice to do that and failed is
part of history. That her enemies
were always baying for her blood

and :-muld nrnig rest until she was
t rown ouz of power, twide, I5 part

of history aswell. And yet there was
always the future that beckoned
Benazir Bhutto. Somehow there
was always the feeling among
people, including her detraciors,
that she had a way with the masses
of Pakistan, that for all the sins she
may have commitied in office she
was always the politician they
could rely on to give them intima-
tions of a new minbow on the
horizon.

It was just such a rainbow that
lighted up Pakistanis' lives when in
1986 she returned fom exile, to
marry Asif Zardarl but mare specif-
ically to tell Ziaul Huq that his days
were numbered. Millions saw in
her the dreams that her father
Zulfikar All Bhutto had once
crafted, through the premy incon-
gruous and yet idealistic slogan of
Islamic Socialism in the far headier
days of the 1970s. [t was now the
daughter come to translate those
dreams into reality, to take her
place as heir to the Bhutto legacy so
roughly cast into the mud through
the hanging of the father. When
Benazir Bhutto ascended to power
in 1988, the first woman in a
Muslim country to do so, possibili-
ties of all the wonderful things that
could happen to Pakistan

expanded in quantum leaps of

expectation. But then, those possi-
bilities came to a quick end. It was
the Bhutto family that suffered on,
through the deaths in quick suc-
cession of the two sons of Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto. Nusrat Bhutto, the long
suffering wife of the man many
Pakistanis call Shaheed Bhutto,
lapsed into cancer. For Benazir
Bhutto, what could have been an
opportunity to redeem the old
pledge made to Pakistan by her
father turned into a nightmare of
new exile, For eight years she bat-
tled charges of corruption even as
she kept the flame of hope going
among her supporters back home
In Pakistan, And then she returned
home, in October this year. Two
monthson, sheis dead.

My recollections of Benazir
Bhutto remain as verdant as the
day [ met her, on a hot June day in
1970. As one among g group of
schoolboys gathered in Quetia to
collectautographs from Zulfikar All
Bhutto, we noticed a terribly chirpy
girl, of our age, rush into the room.
We guessed it was Benazir. Our
feelings were confirmed when ZAB
introduced her to us. And then she
skipped away, into the next room,
Benazir Bhutto became an individ-
ual of interest for my generation
when she accompanied her father
to the Simla conference in 1972, 1
still recall her telling Indian jour-
nalists, in all her late teenage shy-
ness, that her ambition was to be
part of Pakistan's diplomatic ser-
vice sormeday. | never metherafter

that, butwhen in 2000 gotin touch

with her by e-mail, thanks to her
party followers in London, she did
the very decenct thing by respond-
ing quickly to my message. [ wished

to interview her for the newspaper|
worked for at the time. Would she
agree? To my intense surprise and
happiness, she did not say no and
usked me to e-mail my questions to
her in Dubai. Within a few days she
came back with the answers. We
carried the interview:

And then for close to three years
Benazir Bhutto and [ kepe in touch
by e-mail. At one point T thought it
necessary to let her in on the infor-

,matign that we had met iy, 1970.

She was pleased. In her messages”
w me, she always addressed me as
'Syed Saab', which [ found rather
amusing. As | got increasingly
involved in my work in Dhaka, my
wile Zakia, living in London, devel-
oped links with Benazir Bhutto,
who had begun spending a great
length of titme in that city. They met
often, and stayed in contact by
telephone. The last time they met,
Zakia and Benazic went out for
lunch In London, a few paces away
from where her sister Sanam lived.
Pakistan's former prime minister
gave my wife a copy of o rather
gushing hiography of her penned
by a loyalist. It is still there, auto-
graphed by Benazir, on the shelf
right behind me as [ write this
paean o the assassinated Pakistani
politician. And [ write not because
Benazir Bhutto fascinated me with
her intellect or her politics ([ could
never agree with her assessment of
the Bangladesh war of 1971 and
was disappointed when she
refused to acknowledge the
stranded Biharis as citlzens of
Pakistan). [ write because of the
power woman she was in all the
years she stayed busy with the
calling of politics. [tisher resilience
that I pay teibute to, as [ remember
the heart-breaking meeting she
had with her father only hours
before he was led to the gallows by a
crude military regime in 1979.
Benazir Bhutto was a cosmopol-
itan in every sense of te term and
certainly lighted up any room she
stepped into. In the late 1980s, as
her motorcade rode by in London,
a future president of the United
States pamed Bill Clinton wished
loudly that he could meet her. He
did, when she came calling at the
White House; and like so many
others who met her, he was left
deeply impressed. Her modemity
was often disturbing for some of her
countrymen. And then, in very
traclitional manner, she gave birth
to bahies even as she practised the
profession of politics. She was a
beautiful woman and as she moved
from her forties into her fifdes, the
beauty seemed to blaze even more
in her. She was one of those rare
Third World politicians who most
charmingly enhanced the appeal of
politics through an infusion of the
glamorous into It. She was at ease in
the company of individuals more
powerful than she in politics. Mediz
men everywhere were only too
willing to fall for her charisma, for
shewassmartand shespokewall.
Benazir Bhutto was the madem,
liberal fice of her otherwise poor,
fewdal and ill-governed country. She
was Pakistan's light at the end of the
wnnel Now, with her death, the
wnnelcanonlygetlongerand dagiker
And 1 will remember all the oid
words from her, nall those old e-
mails. The world is a poorer place
today without Benazir Bhutto to
ceitaheave-ho.
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