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Benazir assassinated
Wecondemn theghastly act

'ULLETS and bombs of maniacs finally found their

target in Pakistan. They succeeded in stopping the

¥ bold strides of Benazir Bhutto, who, knowing fully

well the risks, remained iron-willed against forces set to
spread undemocratic and extremist ideology throughout
Pakistan. It is deplorable that she could not finish the
battle against those elements. In a poignant twist of fate,
she was stopped when common people were beginning
to rally behind her to demilitarise country's politics and
pave the way for democracy.

It is indeed a tragic finale of an illustrious political
career that rose and fell and rose again from its own
ashes, like the Biblical phoenix bird. Twice elected
prime minister of Pakistan, between 1988 and 19986,
Benazir was forced to resign on both occasions on
charges that ranged from incompetence to corrup-
tion. Recently, Benazir Bhutto managed to attract
world attention with her fiery speeches in which she
was unequivocal in denouncing the rise of various
extremist groups in Pakistan under the patronage of
local and foreign vested powers. She in fact emerged
as the clearest and loudest voice against the prolifer-
ation of the extremist elements under the rule of
Musharraf, Hence the question is, what has
Musharraf been doing all this time when he claimed
to have contained them effectively? The spate of vio-
lence that took place in Islamabad and Rawalpindi
indicates massive security failure on the part of the
Pakistan government. Benazir Bhutto and other lead-
ers of PPP are known to have repeatedly asked for
better security for her. It is only evident now that it
did not come when she needed it most.

We strongly feel the proliferation of terrorism and the
frequency and ruthlessness of terrorist attacks in Paki-
stan should once again be taken with due seriousness by
the leaders of the SAARC countries for terrorism seems to
have spread its tentacles in the region including Bangla-
desh. We therefore believe this is time for taking collective
action to contain the growing threat. Let Benazir's assas-
sination galvanise all the leaders of SAARC to stand
united against these obscurantistelements.

We express our deepest condolence at the untimely
demise of Benazir Bhutro and join the people of Pakistan
in praying for the salvation of hersoul.

Astepintherightdirection
Anti-graftissueincurriculum

HE all pervasive nature of corruption and the

impunity culture growing around it have had a

telling effect on the national economy, the tradi-
tional value system and the way politics and governance
operated in the country. The society was taken over by an
upstart money elite with their insatiable acquisitive life-
style as the sanerand cultural elements beata retreat.

In this context, it's heartening to note that primary
and secondary level textbooks would incorporate chap-
ters on the vice of corruption and how to combat it from
2009 academic year. Already, the subject has been
included in the textbooks of class [Xand XI. But the ACC
chairman Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury who pioneered
the move favours teaching the subject from the ground
up so that a revulsion against corruption is instilled in
the minds of the children. That's why the broad sweep

In not too distant a past, corrupt people would be

looked down upon in the society, even ostracised, but
‘down the line acquisition of money and wealth, regard-
less of the manner of it, came to be secretly adored as it
could even buylegal impunity.
- There were definitive ethical and moral content to the
school curricula in the past but this has long since been
missing. From this point of view, inculcation of moral
values in impressionable minds through the medium of
tales with a moral or proverbs is highly recommended. In
fact, itis of utmost importance for the National Curricu-
lum & Textbook Board (NCTB) to carefully decide on the
contents and presentation of theé points at issue in
addressing corruption and malpractice.

The anti-corruption drive by its startling revelations
have sensitised the people about the malaise. Those who
give bribe and those who take [t are equally to blame. This
message should be dinned into the ears of all segments of
society. Social awareness is veryimportant there.
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A tragedy born of military despotism and anarchy
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The assassination of Benazir Bhutto heaps despair up::m\E g{’aldstan._ Now her party must be democraticallﬁié;bﬁﬂt

TARIQ ALI

VEN those of us sharply

critical of Benazir Bhutio's

behaviour and policies - both
while she was in office and more
recently - are stunned and angered
by her death. Indipnarion and fear
stalkthe countryonceagain,

" An odd coexistence of military
despatism and anarchy created the
conditions leading to her assassina-
tion in Rawalpindi on Thursday. In
the past, military rule was designed
to preserve order - and did so fora
fewyears. Nolonger. Todayit creates
disorder and promotes lawlessness.
How else can one explain the sack-
ing of the chief justice and eight
other judges ol the country's
supreme coiwrt for attempting to
hold the government's intelligence
agencies and the police account-
able to courts of law? Their replace-
ments fack the backbone to do
anything, letalone conducta proper
inquest into the misdeeds of the
agencies to uncover the truth
behind the carefully organised
killing ofamajor political leader. *

How can Pakistan today be any-
thing but a conflagration of despair?
It is assumed that the killers were
jihadi fnatics. This may well be true,
butwere theyactingon their own?

Benazir, according to those close
to her, had been tempted to boycott
the ke elections, butshelacked the
political courage to defly
Washington, She had plenty of
physical courage, and refused o be
cowed by threats from local oppo-
nents. She had been addressing an
election rallyin Liaquat Bagh. This s
a popular space named after the
country's Hrst prime minister,
Liaquat Ali Khan, who was killed by

It is difficult to imagine any good coming out of this trage’ﬂ}, but there is one possibility. Pakistan desperately needs
a political party that can speak for the social needs of a bulk of the people. The People's Party founded by Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto was built by the activists of the only popular mass movement the country has known: students, peasants and
workers who fought for three months in 1968-69 to topple the country's first military dictator.

an assassin in 1953, The killer, Said
Akbar, was immediately shot dead
on the orders of a police officer
involved in the plot. Not far from
here, there once stood a colonial
structure where nationalists were
imprisoned. This was Rawalpindi
jail [t was here that Benazic's father,
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, was hanged in
April 1979. The military tyrant
responsible for his judicial murder
made stire thesite of the tragedywas
destroyed aswell.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's death poi-
soned relations between his
Pakistan People's party and the
army. Party actvists, particulurly in
the province of Sind, were brually
tortired, humiliated and, some-
times, disappeared or dlled.

Pakistan's turbulent history, a
result of continuous military rule
and unpopular global alliances,
confronts the ruling elite now with
serious choices. They appear (©
have no positive alms. The over-
whelming majority of the country
disapproves of the povernment's
forelgn policy. They are angered by
its lack of a serfous domestc policy
except for further enrching a cal-
lous and greedy elite that includes a
swollen, parasitic military. Now they
watch helplessly as paolidcians are
shotdeadinfrontofthem.

Benazir had survived the bomb
hlast but was felled by bullets fired ot
her car, The assassins, mindful of

their failure in Karachi a monthago,
had taken out a double nsurance
this ime. Theywanted herdead. Itis
impossible for even a rigged elec-
tion to take place now: [twill have o
be postponed, and the military high

ot

command is no doubt contemplat-
ing another dose of army rule if the
situation gets worse, which could
easilyhappen.

What has happened is a multi-
layered tragedy. It's a tragedy for a

country on a road to more disasters.
Torrents and foaming cataracts lie
ahead. And it is a personal tragedy.
The house of Bhutto has lost
another member. Father, two sons
and now a daughter have all died
unnatural deaths.

[ first met Benazir at her father's
house in Karachi when she was a
fun-loving teenager, and later at
Oxford, She was not a natural politi-
cinn and had always wanted to be a
diplomat, but history and personal
tragedy pushed in the other direc-
tion. Her futher's death ransformed
her, She had become a new person,
determined to take on the military
dictatorof thattime. She had moved
to a tiny flar in London, where we

~would endlessly discuss the future

afthe country, She would agree that
land reforms, mass education
programmes, i health service and
an independent [oreign policy were
positive constructive aims and
crucial if the country was to be saved
from the vultures in and out of
uniform. Her constituancy was the
poor, and shewas proud of the fact.
She changed again after becom-
ingprime minister. In the sarly days,
we would argue and in response to
my nitmerous complaints - all she
would say was that the world had
changed. She couldn't be on the
"wrang side" of history. And so, like
many others, she made her peace
with Washington. [t was this that

finally led m.\Lha ‘daal with
Musharrml and her reowrn home
after more thanadecade in exile. On
a number of occasions she told me
that she did not fear death. It was
one of the dangers of playing poli-
tics in Pakistan. X

It is difficult to imagine any good
coming out of this ragedy; but there
is one possibilitg Paldstan desper-
ately needs a political party that can
speak for the social needs ofa bulkof
the people. The People's Party
founded by Zulfikar All Bhutto was
builtby theactivists ofthe onlypopu-
lar mass movement the country has
known: students, peasants and
workers who fought for threemonths
in 1968-69 to topple the country's
first military dictator, They saw it as
their party, and that feeling persistsin
some parts of the country o this day,
despite everything.

Benazir's horific death should
give her colleagues pause for reflec-
dorn.Tobedependentonapersonor
afamily may be necessaryat certain
times, butitisastructural weakness,
not a strength for a politcal organi-
sation. The People’s Party necds (o
be refounded as a modern and
democratic organisation, open o
honest debate and discussion,
delending social and human rights,
uniting the many disparate groups
and individuals in Pakistan desper-
ate for any halfway decent alterna-
tive, and coming forward with
conerete proposals to stabilise
occupied and war-torn
Afghanistan. This canand should be
done. The Bhutto family should not
beasked for anymore sacrifices.

The author (s a well known wiler and palltical
analyst This arlcle was published in The
Guardianen Decambar 28, 2007,

Life reflecting her country's contradictions

PAMELA CONSTABLE

ITH her luminous eyes
and scrong features
framed by a flowing

white head scarf, Benazir Bhutto
was the face of Pakistan's demo-
cratic hopes — a face that had been
thrust into the limelight with the
execution of her Father in 1979 and
that remained there, aging grace-
Fully, until her assassinaton in
Pakistan onThursday.

Bhutto, 54, was a charismatic
but controversial political leader
whose highly magnified life was
marked by vertiginous twists of fate
-- Family tragedies, political tri-

rumphs and defeats; acousations of
* corruption and autocracy--= that

often led to comparisons with the
Kennedy clan in the United States
and the Gandhi-Nehru dynasty of
[ndia.

Following in the footsteps of her
father, Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto, she was twice chosen as
Pakistan's prime minister in the
late 1980s and the 1990s, but was
also twice driven from office amid
charges of corruption and incom-
petence, This winter, after years of
sell-imposed exile, Bhutto was
attempting to stage a high-risk
political comeback that could have
led to a third term as premier in
electionsnext month.

Instead, Bhutto's slaying, which
occurred at the site where
Pakistan's first prime minister,
Lizquat Ali Khan, was gunned
down in 1951, seemed destined to
plunge her fragile homeland Into
political free fall, vulnerable both
to the predations of increasingly
violent Islamic extremist forces
and to the resulting temptations of
military control.

Benazir Bhutto was a woman of
many contradictions. Her complex
personality and tumultuous career
reflected the deep social schisms
and paralyzing political power

The degree of danger became starkly clear just hours aftéhhutto's triumphant homecoming Oct. 18. As her caravan

Al

crawled through welcoming crowds in the port city of Karachi, two massive bombs exploded, sparing her life but
killing more than 140 people.On Nov. 3, Musharraf declared emergency rule and Bhutto was placed under house
arrest twice in the days that followed. But despite the restrictions and the risks, she continued speaking out against
both military dictatorship and Islamic extremism.

struggles of the vast, impoverished
country she briefly governed and
long reprosented as a Aawed but
passionate advocate forchange.

She was born June 21, 1953, into
a life of feudal privilege and wealth
in & highly stratified society, then

jsent gbearding schoals -and on
European viations in sports cars
while millions of her illiterate coun-
trymen toiled in brick kilns and
wheat felds for pennies a day. Yet
shewent on to become a champion
of popular democracy who headed
her country's closest equivalent to a
secular Western movement, the
Pakistan People's Party.

Bhutto, nicknamed "Pinkie" for
her rasy complexion, was a gradu-
ate of Radcliffe College and Oxford
University who spoke cultured
English and moved easily through
the drawing rooms of London and
Georpetown. Yet she also submitted
to a tradidonal arranged marringe
and, while speaking up for therights
of women in Muslim societies, was
always careful to publicly observe
the stylisticdictates nfherreligion.

Bhutto broke with family tradi-
tion by not covering her face with a
veil in public. Instead, her whire
head scarf, known as a dupatia,
became her political rrndemark--a
symbolic bridge between tradition
and modernity. She was often
shown in photographs adjusting
the scarf modestly over her hair as
she delivered ringing, impassioned
speeches on foreign policy or
economic reform.

Shewas a highly disciplined and

wily politician who kept a grip on
her party, remaining its lifelong
president and making all its deci-
sions, even during her long exile in
London and Dubai, United Arab
Emidrates. Despite her cult status as
a democratic leader, she flirted
opporiunistiently. with -military
power-sharing and. attempted
rupprochement with Afghanistan’s
Islamic Taliban rulers when it
seemed expedient.

Above all, she was her father's
daughter, inspired by his stories of
Napoleon, Abraham Lincoln and
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk and raised
with foreign democmtic leaders at
the dinner table. Then in 1977, a
military coup plucked Pinkie from
carefree colloge life. Her father was
thrown into prison, tried on dubi-
ous charges of corruption and
murder conspiracy and finally
hanged in 1979 on orders from
Pakistan's dictator, Gen.
Muohammed Zia ul-Hag.

Inan autobiography, "Daughter
of Destiny," Bhutto described in
revealing detall her youthful visits
to her father in prison, especially
her memories of his dignity and
determination under sqgualid,
humiliating conditions and in the
face of death. His own autobiogra-
phy, written from prison, was titled
"If1Am Assassinated.”

Later, Phutto faced her own
ordeal of house arrest, prison and
exile, but she emerged toughened
and determined to carry on her
father's legacy as n secular
reformer. [twas a goal she pursued,

with deviations into unsavory
political intrigue and the tempta-
tions of personal power, for the rest
ofherlife.

"There was a kind of fatalism
about Benazir. She saw herell as
being on a mission, to carry for-

= ward; the message of Zulfigar All

Bhutio, and she wis determined to
carry that mission out, come what
may,” said Shuja Nawaz, a
Pakistani American scholar in
Washington who knew her well.
"People accused her of being an
opportunistic politician, but she
was also very relipious. She was
resigned to doing what she had to
do, and it must have taken a great
deal ofinnerstrength.”

The high point of Bhutto's
career came after her return to
Pakistan in 1986, following neacly a
decade of military rule, when she
was welcomed by tumultuous
mobs as the leader who could
deliver the country from the dark-
ness of the Zla years. "[t is almost
impossible to exaggerate the
welght of expectation which her
return arousead,” author [an Talbot
wrote of her election as prime
ministerin 1988.

Yet even though she was an
inspiration to Pakistan's poor
voters, Bhutto proved a disap-
pointing ruler. She rraveled widely
abroad and was extremely popular
in Washington, and she enacted
economic policies aimed atattract-
ing forelgn investment and reduc-
ing Pakistan's appalling poverty.

But she failed to control a series

1T

of domestic conflicts, especially a
spiral of ethnde and secearian vio-
lence in Korachi, her native city
She was accused of trying to
manipulate the courts and the
press and of stooping to multiple
acts af petty self-enrichment while
in; powen | She, was | forged) fram
office alter: two years, then
reelected in 1993 and forced gut a
second time after three more years.

Many of the corruption charges
involved her husband, business-
man Asif Ali Zacdari, who was
snidely referred to as "M 10
Percent." The pair were accused of
taking kickbacks for government
contracts, on items from imported
tractors to steel mill improve-
ments, and of hiding their gains in
international bank accounts and
realestate,

Zardari was also accused of drug
trafficking and of involvement in
the 1996 murder of Bhutto's
brother Murtaza, who was widely
described as creating political
problems for her. In 1999, husband
and wife were sentenced o five
years in prison; Zardari ended up
spending elght years behind bars,
but Bhutto, who was abroad at the
time, did not return.

Bhutto consistently denied the
charges and said they were politi-
cally motivated, but the scandals
disillusioned many of her follow-
eri. Meanwhile, her lofty ideals
gradually sank to the level of a petty
rivalry with her political nemesis,
Nawaz Sharif of the Pakistan
Muslim League, who was elected

prime minister twice, partly
hecause ofher failures in office.

Bhutto spent much of the last
decadeliving abroad with her three
children, largely to avoid prosecu-
tion. But early thisyear, she began
guietly negotiating to return to her
iroubled homeland, where she seill
hathored dreams of returning to
power and where some Western
officials viewed a co-government
headed by Bhutto and Pakistan's
military president, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, as the best option for
short-term stability.

Bhuttn had been warned by
friends and advisers not to refurn
to Pakistan. Islamic terrorism was

"oy tie rise there, and thé'cotntey’s.

iEiedsingly embdldened laimic
militunts viewed her as a danger-
ously secular figure who was essen-
tinlly the Western candidate for
prime minister,

The degree of danger became
starkly clear just hours afrer
Bhutto's trivmphant homecoming
Oct. 18. As her caravan crawled
through welcoming crowds in the

ort city of Knrachi, two massive
ombs expladed, sparing her life
but killing more than 140 people.

On Nov. 3, Musharraf declared
emergency rule dnd Bhutto was

liced under house arrest twice in
the days that followed. But despite
the restrictions and the risks, she
continued speaking out against
both ‘military dictatorship and
Islamicextremism.

Once elections were announced
for January, she toyed briefly with
the fdea of a boycott but soon
began campaigning In earnest,
seeking out the crowds that idol-
ized her and attempting to stage
events that would echo her past
political triumphs. [t was in such a
place, Liaguat Garden in the garri-
son city of Hawalpindi, that Bhutto
mether fate.
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Bali climate conference an

drama-filled 190-nation
Aconfarence ended mid-
; A December after setting a
2009 deadline for a landmarlk pact
o fight global warming. This was
possible only after the United
States hacked down from Its last-
ditch objections, We in Bangladesh
have followed the steps leading up
to this conference with great care. It
. became that much more imporiant
fur us after the recent devastating
cyclone Sidr which followed the
earlier twin floods,
it may be recalled that the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) had under-
lingd the connomtion of global
warming before the Bali Climate
Conference. It was mentioned that
this Panel was at least 90% certain
that human emissions of green-
house gases rather than natural
variations were warming the
planet's surface. It also com-
mented that temperatures were
probably going to increase by 18-
40 (3.2-72F) by the end of the

“ciii';:‘.ity or lndlrectly

It is important to understand that giuhél warming affect

d the future

the whole humamty living

i

on planei

earth. It is for this reason that we must have coordinated and concerted efforts to address this issue. The Bali
roadmap as agreed, has been just the first step. Now begins the hard work of all nations working towards a deal in
Copenhagen in 2009 to address the defining chalienge of our time.

century, that sea levels were most
likely to rise by 2B-43cm, and that
global warming was likely to influ-
ence the intensity of tropical
storms. These findings were based
on an unequivocal series of evi-
dence, which indicated that fossil
fuel burning, and land use change
were affecting the climate on our
planet. Consequently, negotiators
during this latest round of UN
climate talks in Bali were able to
pause and contemplate the earlier
treaty, which their forerunners’
had compiled in the 1997 Kyoto
winter. However, discussion in Bali
was harsher than anticipated.
Participants wanted the confer-
ence to endorse the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change's ([PCC) conclu-
sion that global greenhouse gas
emissions should peak and begin
to fall within 10-15 years. They
wanted industrialised countries to
commit to emissions cuts of 25-
407 from 1990 levels by 2020 (the
EU has already committed to 207
tntlaterally), and the mafor devel-
oping countries to agree in princi-
ple to firm targets in the future. For

Europe, already committed to
unilateral emissions cuts of 20% by

2020 and prepared to go further if

others joined in, the grail was

leave Bali with the US, Japam, ~

Russia and the restofthe industrial
world signed up to big cuts.
Drought-ridden African countries,
and those likely to be erased from
the geographical and political
maps by csing sea levels also
wanted the rich West, which has
built its wealth largely on the back
ofcoaland ofl, to pay for the effects
of the pollution they have caused
and from which they have bene-
fited.

The US and Canada however, on
ideological grounds, and Japan
because it is already souggling to
meet its Kyomo Protocol targets,
were determined to avoid anything
firm now. Thelr arguinents wera
supported by claims of ‘common
but differentiated responsthilitles’
that other major emitters of the
developing world like - China,
India, Brazil, South Korea -- should
also accept the principle that at
some point, they would hive to
come on hoard with numerically-

defined emissions curbs.

The talks overran their sched-
uled close by more than a day and
delegates from the EU, US and G-
77fChina embarked with UN
officials on a serles of behind-the-
scenes consultations aiming to
break the remaining deadlock.
Discussions on carbon caps went
to the wire. Fortunately however,
despite existing differences, the
participants were able to agree on
some least common denomina-
tors. This included the contentinus
issue of agreeing on the manage-
ment of the Adapradon Fund,
designed to provide money to help
poorer countries protect them-
selves against climate change
impacts, This deal saw the estab-
lishment of an independent board
with representation from devel-
oped and developing countries,
and from all regions,

The document coming out of
the meeting, the "HBali roackmap,”
contiins text on emission cuts, the
wansfer of clean technology to
developing counteies, halting
deforestation and helping poorer
nations protect their economies

and societies against impacts of
climate change such as rising sea
levels and falling crop yields. The
roadmap also sets the parameters
and aims for a further set of negoti-
ations to be finalized by the 2009
UM climate conference, to be held
in Denmark. [tis being antcipated
that by that stage, parties would
have agreed on & comprehensive
plen for curbing global warming
and adapting to its impacts.

it would be pertinent here to
also note that another encouraging
aspect emerged from the Ball
meeting. Consensus wis reached
on the principle of rewarding
poorer countries to protect thelr
forests. [t was widely acknowl-
edged as the cheapest single way of
curbing climate change, and ush-
ering in benefits in other enviton-
mental areas such as biodiversity
and fresh water conservation,
Delegates agreed on a framework
that could allow richer nations and
companies o earn "carbon cred-
its" by paying for forest protection
in developing countries. This
would require the valuing of stand-
ing forests bul would also assist in

reducing deforestation.

Environmentalists are hoping
that by 2009 a mechanism will be
found for leveraging funds from
carbon rrading to fund adaptaton
projects. [t is being hoped that
international carbon oading will
subsequently pay for sea walls, fresh
water infrastructure, new crop
varieties, masquito nets and what-
ever else that may be needed as the
world warms and rainfall patterns
change.

This aspect has assumed critical
importance given the fact that
there is still scarcity of available
money globally for adaptation. The
firned is still being measured in tens
of millions of dollars, whereas
estimate of the amounts needed
run into tens of billions, Kyoto
provided small sums ol moneyinto
the Adaptation Fund but a succes-
sor treaty ought logically to lever-
age fur more from the international
carbon market. In this context it
would also be pertinent to note
that this would be impossible
unless stakeholders take steps to
ensure that the carbon market is
hig enough to generate significant
adaptation funding. This is oo
will nat be possible without a wider

" and deeper set of emissions targets

that produce & meaningful carbon
price. Otherwise, the market is
likely to remain too small to pro-
ditce adequate funds.

The "Bali roadmap" has initi-
ated o two-year process of negotia-
tions designed tougree on anewset
of emlissions targets to replace
those in the Kyoto Protocol. Mow
the map leads to Poznan in Poland

in a year's time, and to
Copenhagen late in 2009 — the
scheduled final destination on the
Bali rpadmap. The next importint
staging-point on the path to
Poznan will however be the
Honolulu meeting in fanuary 2008
of the "major economies” or "big
emitters” group. This meeting is
being set up by the Bush adminis-
tration and is hoping to include 16
major producers of greenhouse
gascs, EU leaders have gone on
record that they want negotiations
on the Bali roadmap to be inidated
by April. Countries like Bangladesh
and Maldives are hoping that
concrete signals on targets and
commitments from major devel-
oping world economies on adapta-
tion funding will emerge by then,
eveniftheyare keptunderwrapsin
Honolulu. The countries with the
highest passibility of beingaffected
by climate variability will also look
forward to agreed formats on the
guestion of free transfer of green
technelogy, over-riding the
demands of the private sector and
their stress on intellectual property
rights.

Environmental groups and
some delegates have criticized the
Bali roadmap as being weak and a
missed opportunity. Some have
also claimed that whao was needed
wits i real roadmap, and this con-
forence had filed to give a clear
destination with regarnl to firm
targets for reducing emissions.
They have suggested that there has
onlybeen a modest step forward.

Qualms have also been
expressed that very little concrete
advances should be expected in
2008 because of the uncertainties of
the coming US Presidential elec-
tions towards the end of this year.
That s true. It is however also cor-
rect that the next elected adminis-
tritionafter President Bush will, due
to international pressure, have o
take the whole matter more seri-
ously. It will be difficult to disregard
totally the fnal Ball text that men-
tions that "deep cuts in global emis-
sions will be required to achieve the
ultimate ohjective” of avoiding
dangerous climate change. The US
cannot continue Lo stress on
democracy and human rights and
overlook the international consen-
sus that a delay in reducing emis-
sions will make severe climate
impacts more likely. Such a view
would also apply with repard to
China, Indip, South Korea and
Brazil.

It Is important o understand
that globalwarming affects directly
or indirectly the whole humanity
living on planet earth. It is for this
reason that we must have coordi-
nated and concerted efforts to
address this issue. The Bali
roadmap as agreed, has been jusc
the first step. Now begins the hard
work of all nationsworking towards
a deal in Copenhagen in 2009 to
address the defining challenge of
ourtime.

Muhammad Zamir |5 6 former Seeratary and
Ambassador who can’ bs reachad at
mzanvriddhakn nat



