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ASA world's top
microcredit
organisation

7 Bangladeshi MFIs on
Forbes'list
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seven Bangladeshi microfinance
institutions (MEIs) have made it to
the Forbes Magazine's list of top 50
MFIs with ASA securing the frst
place.

ASA, which provides micro-
credit to poor people, has topped
the famous US-based magazine's
first-ever list of 50 top MFls scoring
14, 83, 56 and 40 points in “scale”,
“efficeiney”, "rsk” and “returns”
categories.

The six other Bangladeshi MFls
are Jagorani Chakma Foundation
(ranked 16), Grameen Bank (ranked
17), Bangladesh Rural
Advancement Committee (Brac)
(ranked 21), Shakti Foundation for
Disadvantaged Women (ranked 357,
Imitegrated Development
Foundation (ranked 38) and BURD,
formerly BURO Tangail, (ranked 48],

SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

Ex-MP Lalu
sued for tax

evasion
STAR REPORT

Former BNP lawmaker
Helaluzzaman Talukder Lalu was
sued yesterday for tax evasion and
providing false information in his
assetstatement.

Mirza Ashig Hana, assistant tax

. comumissioner of National Board of

Revenue under Circle 1, Bogra Gled
the case with the court of senior
special judge, reports our staff
correspondentin Bogra,

In the case statement Mirza safd
that the former MP evaded a huge
amount of tax by concealing infor-
mation of his wealth worth Tk
48,96,117.

Public Prosecutor AM Abul
Kalam Azad said Lalu evaded Tk 12
Iakh in tax and the case against him
was filed under income tax law and
Emergency Power Ruoles, A total of
11 individuals including a bank
manager and several government
officials were made witmesses in
the case, headded.

Helalzaman Talukder Laluwwas
earlier awarded fmprisonment in
varipus terms in connection with
illegal use of wireless communica-
tion equipment and illegal acquisi-
tion of government propertics.

a6 'SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

Polls ﬁnacceptable
ifwar criminals

allowed to contest

Says leftalliance
STAFF CORRESIONDENT

Leaders of Gonotantrik Bam
Mo1cha yesterday said the upcom-
ing election will not be free, fairand
acceptable if war criminals are
allowed to participate in the polls.
Blaming the present caretaker
government for trying to avoid the
issue of the war criminals like the
previous political governments,
the leaders of the left parties asked
peopleto bealert.,
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

Leaders must quit party
posts to contest polls

EC drafting rules for local government election

SIM}CIM'!N’&T LiToN

Political leaders holding party
posts will have to 1esign to contest
elections to any local government
body with the Election
Commission {EC) drafting propos-
als for imposing such restrictions
onthem.

Besides, an elected representa-
tive to alocal government body will
have to quit the post If he wants to
contest election to any other local
government body or parliament.

If the proposals are made laws,
political leaders having party
positions will be disqualified from
contesting polls o city corpora-
tions, muntcipalities and union

*parishads, and also upazila

parishads if elections {o them are
held, unless they quit their posis

before filing nominations, EC
sources said.

In a bid to free the local govern-
ment institutions from  partisan
politics, the FC had earlier planned
o impose restrictions on elected
representatives to these bodies
that they cannot hold party posts.

But now it wanlts to broaden the
restrictions and make those more
stringent, and is drafting proposals
o this end, the sources mentioned.

The ECvyesterday started prepar-
ing proposals for making common
electoral laws, instead of separate
laws, fot the six cily corporations. To
duo the job, the BC is considering the
local government commission's
recommendations submitted to the
government recently for sirength-
ening thelocal bodies.

The EC will propose same

testrictions in case of elections to
dther local government institu-
tinns,

"Political leaders will have to
resign from party posts before
filing nominations for contesting
election to such posts -- mayor or
ward councillors of a city corpora-
tion," Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) ATM
Shamsul Huda vesterday told
reporters emerging from the EC
meeting that stanted drafting (he
proposals concerning city corpora-
tions polls.

Ward commissioners of city
corparations will be renamed ward
councillors,

The CEC said they will send the
proposals to the LGRD and caoper-
atives ministry to take necessary

SEE PAGE 19 COL &

RENTAL PLANT
Fenchuganj
power project
okayed

Starr CORRESPONDENT

The advisory committee on public
purchase yesterday approved the
Power Division proposal for setting
up a 50MW rental power plant at
Fenchuganjin Sunamganj,

The committes, chaired by
Finance and Planning Adviser
Mirza Azizul Islam, approved local
private firm Barakatullah Electro
Dynamics Limited (BEDL) for the
implementation of the power plant
project.

BEDL would install the
Fenchuganj plant under joint
venture with a foreign firm and the
Power Development Board (PDB)
will purchase electricity from the
plant for the national grid at Tk 2.01
per kilowatt-hour for 15 years,
Mirza Aziz told reporters following
the meeting.

The private company has

SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

RENTAL POWER PROJECTS

Power Cell's handling
raises controversy

SHARIER KHAN

The Power Cell, in its last week's
proposal on the approval of eight
rental power projects that the
cabinet purchase committee
rejected, recommended a bidder in
four schemes going against a legal
advice and trying to pass the onus
of violating the legal issue on the
cabinet.

The purchase commitiee on
December 19 returned the pro-
posal to the power ministry and
asked to clarify its inquiries about
hew these eight rental power pro-
jects will be provided with gas or
petroleurn supplies, The purchase
committee, however, missed some
vital anomalics in the proposal,
sources said.

The Power Cell under the power

ministry is now preparing its
answers for the purchase commit-
tee and would submit the proposal
again by December 31, sources
said. But tll now, the cell's sell-
contradictory stance on promating
aconsortium remainsunchanged.

Hental power projects are get-
ting high priority from the power
ministry as these plants can be
installed within 120 days of an
apreement for a temporary period
and dismantled quickly when large
power plants are brought into
operation within three years,
Power from such plants is typically
costlier than that of conventional
plants,

The power ministry had
planned to have eight rental power
plants up and running by next April
and generate 300 megawatts (MW)

of power to minimise load-
shedding problems.

The way the Power Cell is han-
dling the tender has already raised
doubts among the power industry
operators with some saying this
mayfail to produce anyresults.

Sources said the Power Cell
recommended a consortium
named Energy Prima for four out of
the eight bids, totalling 170MW
generation capacity in
Shahzibazar, Fenchuganj,
Kumargaon and Bogra, ignoring
the cell's legal consultant's ohjec-
tions.

Energy Prima is a consortium of
three companies, local Energy
Prima and Hosaf Meter, and
Russian telecom and power com-
pany Geo-Spectrum.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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Michigan State Senator Hansen Clarke tielivers his speech al the opening ceremony of the first Non- ResdaniﬂangTad eshis conference at a cify hotel yaster-
day, as DUVC SMFaiz, economist Wahiduddin Mahmud, Dr Kamal Hossain, Brac University VC Jamilur Reza Chowdhury and NSUVC Hafiz GA Siddigilisten,

Abbas presses Olmert
on settlements

AFP, Jerusalemn

Tsraeli and Palestinian leaders were
meeting yesterday to try to unblock
newly revived peace talks which
have stalled afier just two sessions
over the issue of Isracli sertlements,

Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas armived at the Jerusalem
residence of Istaeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert shortly after 1200
GMT for their first meeting since
they relaunched prace talks ataUS
conferenceinlate November,

Abbas is expected 10 again press
Isracl to stop all settdement activity
on occupied Palestinian land,
while Olmert is likely to insist the
two sides focus on the goal of a
comprehensive agreement rather
than obstacies, officials said.

"The meeting will focus on the
need to halt settlements in
Palestinian territory,” Abbas

. spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeina told

AP, adding that "up to now, nego-
tations have been stalled because
ofIsracl,

"Peace needs a real push for-
ward,” he said. "Isracl must take
serious measures (o inspire confi-
dence in the Palestinian people
and the Arabworld.”

US Secretary of State
Condoleczza Rice called both
leaders on the eve of their talks,
officials on both sides said.

Abbas "pressed Ms Rice to
encourage Isracl to freezeits settle-
ment policywhich is an obstacleon
the path to peace negotiations, " his
spokesman said.

Isracli officials declined to
comment on the content of Rice's
call to Olmert.

Abbas has labelled continuing
Isracli settlement activity the great-
est obstacle 1o the Middle East
peace process, revived last month
after anearseven-year freeze.

Since then, there have been two
announcements of Israeli settle-
ment expansions in annexed east
Jerusalem and in the occupied
West Bank.

Olmert is 1o tell Abbas "that
we'll have plenty of disagreements
along the way but we have to focus
on the negotiations rather than
obstacles that may come up,” an
Tsraeli government official told AFP
on conditon of anonymity.

Israeli government spokesman
Mark Regev said the meeting's aim
was "to Lry 10 narrow gaps” and

SEE PAGE 19 COL S

Quader Molla sued
for remarks on
freedom fighters

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 8' barin

A defamation case was filed with a
court here yesterday against cen-
tral Jamaat Leader Abdul Quader
Molla.

Freedom fighter and Sarail
upazila Awami League president
Md Abdul Halim filed the case with
the Additional Chiel Judicial
Magistrate Court.

judicial Magistrate SM Tariqul
islam accepted the case and

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Babarremanded
in Bashundhara

casefor3 days
CourT CORRESPONDENT

Former state minister for home
Lutfozzaman Babar was placed on
# three-day remand yesterday in a
case filed for taking Tk 21 crore’in
bribe (o save the Bashundhara
Group chairman's son from mur-
dercharges,

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) filed the case
on October 4 with Ramna Police

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

Civil-military cooperation
a must for democracy
Observes Iftekhar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Affairs Adviser 1ftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury yesterday said
effective civil-military cooperation
in times of war and peace is a must
fora functioningdemocracy.

He said the armed forces can be
impaortant for stability in times of
national crisis.

Iftekhar was addressing at a
book Jaunching ceremony at the
BILIA Auditorium in the city yester-

day. The book "Role of the Armed
Forces in Strengthening
Democracy” was published by
Bangladesh Heritage Foundation
and was edited by its convener
Wali-ur Rahman.

Former adviser to a caretaker
government Mahbubul Alam,
former army chiel Lt Gen (retd)
Mahlwbur Rahman, Commandant
National Defence College Abu
Tayeb Muhammad Zahirul Alam,

SEE PAGE 19 COL 6
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Tushar taken

in for Mehrab

Second ODI today
TIGERCRICKET.COM, Napier

Bangladesh have made one change
in their linc-up for Friday's second
one-day inlernational against New
Zealand at McLean Park here.
Middle-order batsman Tushar
Imran, who has recovered from a
shoulder injury, comes in for
Mehrab Hossain.

The Tigers took the one-hour
flight from Auckland to this scenic
tourist attraction by the South
Pacific on Thursday moming. After

i ~checking into their hotel, whichisa
1 stone-throw away from the beach,

the Bangladesh team headed for
McLean Park for a light hour and a
half's training scssion that was
followed by swimming.

* SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

December 28
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