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A year of changes, and a new year beckohs.

Tarin :

@ hiswas & very busy year for me. I think, I was able to give some
good works to my audience. T got enormously good response for
several plays that 1 acted in like Modhanyo Bhof Ki Hobe, Dhulp
Megher Jotsna Bhromon, Felu di Great, 96 hours, Sheshe Eshe
Obosheshe, Na Jeo Na, Aclin, Maya, Choker Bali and more. Despite
the busy Life and amidst abundant TV channels, people watched
these plays and appreciated my acting, 1 am really grateful to my
audlence.hsfurmypart, Iwould say the characters nfa'ﬂeerﬂm,&na
. inthe experimental, single-actor play Mays; a Pakistani gulbmn in
the Geneva camp in Modhanyo Bhoj Ki Hobe, Bmudim in Chokher
-Ba!:wcmi:ome ufmygondwarkst}dsyear ” iy
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The year 2007 has been significant for Bangladeshi actors -- with its share 0 f triumphs, trials and tribulations. Mdny
have made it to greater heights this year. The Daily Star talked to some of the familiar faces on TV who have made
their mark this year. Here's what they had to share about 2007 and their plans for 2008:

cle “on my uwnbntﬁmﬂ need to consult
't%gs with my husband, It is the way af the: 1
£ it

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

é “Ekjon Ajmal Hossain”: Dilemmas
of a Bangladeshi expatnate

us.

Written and directed by Shahiduzzaman Selim, tele-film Eigjon Ajmal Hossain
features the dilemmas of a Bangladeshi expatriate Ajmal Hossain, who lives in the

Ajmal Hossain goes to the US to complete his PhD. To become a citizen, Ajmal
marries an American. The marriage however, does not offer any solace. The obvi-
ous cultural gap between the husband and wife mmakes the situation worse,

. Eventually, sick of it all, Ajmal wants to return home. The Bangladeshi commu-
< nitytherelends him a hand in retuming to the motherdand.

; Humayun Faridee, Shahiduzzaman Sclim and several Bangladeshi expatriates
living in Dallas, US, have perform in the tele-film,

Eljon Ajmal Hossainwill be aired today at 3:15 pm on ATN Bangla.

Humayun Faridee (L) and Shahlduzzaman Selim with co-artiste in the tele-film

Edutainment in “Shomoyer Kotha™: A
welcome change in BTV

C[I!.TURAL CORRESPONDENT

The burgeoning talk-shows on
various TV channels are making it
difficult to distinguish one from the
other, as the basic format and
interaction are almost identical.
Subsequently the resulting monot-
ony weighs heavily on the audi-
ence. Against this backdrop, the
state-owned BTV has sought to
regain the Tost ground caused by
the misuse of the political parties
whoovertheyears made BTVinto a
virtual party mouthpiece.

Lately, BTV has begun inftiatives
o airquality programmes based on
professionalism, ohjectivity, and
substance. As part of that process; a
discussion series ttled Shomoyer
Kotha, embarked on its journey in
June 2007 with the airing of an
interview of the last US Ambassa-
dor Patricia Butenis. The
programme is planned and hosted
by Syed Munir Khasmu, a faculty
member of Institute of Business
Administration, Dhaka University
and directed by Abdun Noor
Tushar, The show goes on air every
Fridayat9:10 amon BTV,

In' a short span of time, the
_programme has caught the atten-

( L-R} Matiur Rahman, Dr. K.amal Hossain, Manzur Elahi and Mustafizur

Rahman with the host (C)

tion of viewers with its attractive
and aesthetic set design, quality
substance, creative format, and
rich information content.
Although BTV is a state-owned
terrestrial media reaching out to
the masses, common people lost
touch with it due to the political
element and consequent poor
quality, According to Syed Munir
Khastu, "BTV is an organisation
rin on taxpayers' money and

ordinary people have the right to
receive reliable information and
quality analysis on nationally
important issues.”

Each episode of Shomoyer Kotha
features an issue or event of
national significance. The topics
are sclected to ensure variation,
trigger interest, enrich knowledge
and recommend ways to move
forward. According to Khasru, "Our
goal is to hlend Education and

Entertainment or in other words 1o
provide 'Edutainment.”

The programme begins with the
basic background information
presented through a slide show
wiich helps the audience to follow
the subsequent discussion, At the
end, the major inferences of the
discussions are highlighted for the
benefit of the viewers. Twenty
episodes ol the programme have
been aired so far. These include
Elecioral and Political Reform,
Anti-Corruption Drive, Price Hike
of Essentials, Cricket and more.
Among those interviewed are
Patricia Butenis, Anwar
Chowdhury (British High Commis-
sioner) and country heads of TMF
and ADB. The English discussions
have Bengali subtitles for the view-
ers' convenience.

The year-end episode of Decem-
ber 28 will feature Dr. Kamal
Hossain {eminent lawyer] Matiur
Rahman (editor, Prothom Alo),
Manzur Elahi {former advisor) and
Mustafizur Rahman (executive
director, CPD). Two exciting epi-
sodes on ithe 10 most talked-about
issugs of 2007 will be aired on
Januarydand 11, 2008.

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delli

Bollywood star Alshwarya Raf is
gushing about three subjects
right now in her interaction with
the media -- her forthcoming film
on Mughal emperor Akbar's
marriage with the Rajput prin-
cess Jodhabai, life after her own
marriage with actor Abhishek
Bachchan and her equation with
the comeback of the former
queen bee Madhurd Dhixit.

Aishwarya, the green-eyed
beauty, is upbeat about Jodhaa-
Akbar, directed by Ashutosh
Gowariker of the Oscar-
nominated Lagaan (starring
Aamir Khan) and Swades (star-
ring Shah Rukh Khan) fame.
Jodhae-Akbar is a period film
based on the lives of the Mughal
emperor {played by Hrithik
Roshan) and his Rajput wife
Jodhabai.

Aishwarya says essaying the
character of Jodhabai is a "dream
come true”. “The story is very
{nteresting since it is aboul a love
story between Akbar and his
queen, despite their vast cultural
and religious differences.”

“lodhabaito me is a very strong
woman,” Aishwaryd says, adding
she readily agreed to play the role
after reading the script of the

maovie.

The model-turned-actress,
who was in Delhi recently to
promole a diamond jewellery
brand, indicated viewers should
not be fussy about the historical
accuracy of Gowariker's movie,

The direclor is not giving any
lesson in history and the film is
about two individuals discover-
ing each other after being

Aishwarya Ral

brought together by an inter-
religion marriage, which was the
key part in the alliance between
the Mughals and the Rajputs, said
Aishwarya who entered
Bollywood in 1997 with Aur Pyaar
Ho Gaya.

Turning to her life after her
marriage, Aishwarya said,
“Abhishek is the real diamond in

A keen Aishwarya on “Jodhaa-Akbar”

my life, who is the most lovable
husband in theworld.”

She is also effusive about her
in-laws -- Amitabh Bachchan and
Jaya Bachchan -- describing them
as “the tadiance of the diamond
called Abhishek.”

Asked if she saw any competi-
tion from the dancing diva
Madhuri Dixit who made a return
to Bollywood with her recent
maovie Aaja Nachie, Aishwarya
answered in the negative,

“1 do not have any fear from
Madhuri Dixit and want to wish
her all success,” said Aishwarya
who acted with Madhuri in
Sanjay Leela Bhansali's Devdas.

“1f you have watched Devdas,
then all answers lie there, We had
shared a very good rapport while
working in that film,” she said
adding that given an opporiunity

8 . she would work with Madhuri

again if the seriptis interesting.

Adshwarya, whose first Holly-
wood venture The Last Legion is
expected to be released early next
year, denied any plan to move to
Hollywood.

"I'm not shifting my base any-
where and am wvery much in
Bollywood. I'm here to stay,” she
said. =



