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Benazir Bhutto followed her father
into politcs, and both of them died
because of it - he was executed in
1979, she fell victim to an apparent
suicide bombattack.

Her two brothers also 5urfemd
violentdeaths.

Like the Nehru-Gandhi family
in India, the Bhuttos of Pakistan are
one of the world's most famous
political dynasties. Benazir's
father, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, was
prime minister of Pakistan in the
early 1705,

His povernment was one of the
few in the 30 years following inde-
pendence that was not run hy the
AT

Born in 1953 in the province of
Sindh and educated at Harvard and
Cxford, Bendzic gained credibility
from her father's high profile, even
though she was a reluctant convert
torpolitics.

She wus twice prime minister of
Pakistan, from 1988 o 1990, and
from 1993 to 1996,

Stubbornness
On both occaslons she was dis-
missed from office by the president
foralleged corruption.

The dismissals typlfied her

volatile political career, which was
characterised by numerous peaks
and trouphs. At the height of her
popularity - shortly after her frse
election - she was one ol the most
high-profile women leaders in the
wotld.

Young and glamorous, she
successfully portrayed herself as a
refreshing contrast to the over-
whelmingly male-dominated
political establishment.

Bur after her second fall from
power, her name came to be seen
by some as synonymous with
corruption and bad governance,

_The determination and stub-
bomness for which Benazir was
renowned was first seen after her
father was imprisoned and
charged with murder by Gen Zia ul-
Haq in 1977, following a military
coup, Two years later he was exe-
cuted.

Corruptioncharges

During both her sonts in power, the
role of Benazir's husband, Asif
Zardari, proved highly controver-
sial.

He played a prominent role in
bath her administrations, and has
been accused by virious Paklstani
governments af stealing millions of
dollars from state coffers - charges

hedenies, as did Benazir herself.

Many commentators argued
that the downfall of Benazir's
government was accelerated by the
ulleged preed of her husband.

None of about 18 corruption
and criminal cases aguinst Zardari
has been proved in court after 10
years. But he served at least eight
yearsin jail.

Benazir left Pakistan in 199% to
live abroad, but questions about
her and her husband's wealth
continued to dogher,

She appealed against a convic-

tion in the Swiss courts for money-
laundering.
During her years outside Pakistan,
Benazir lived with her three chil-
dren in Dubai, where she was
joined by her husband after he was
freed in 2004

Army mistrust
Benazir returned to Pakismn on 18
October 2007 afrer President
Musharraf signed into law an ordi-
nance granting her and others an
amnesty from corruption charges,
Observers safd the milicary
regime saw her as a natral ally in

its efforts to isolate religious forces |,

and their surrogate militants,
Shedeclined a government offer

to let her party head the national

government after the 2002 elec-

tions, in which the party received
the largest number ofvotes.

In the months before her death,
she had emerged again as a strong
contenderfor power.

Western powers saw in her a
populir leader with liberal lean-
ings who could bring much needed
lepitimacy to Musharral's role in
the "waragainst terror”.

Unhappy family

HBenazir Bhutto was the last
remaining bearer of her late
father's paliticallegacy:

Her brothet, Murtaza - who wis
once expected to play the role of
party leader - fled w the then-
communist Afghanistan after his
father's fall.

From there, and warious Middle
Eastern: capitals, he mounted a
campaign against Pakistan's mili-
tary government with a militant
proup called al-Zulfikar.

He won elections from exile n
1993 and became a provincial
legislator, returning home soon
afterwards, only to be shor dead
under mysterious circumstances
in L9496,

Benazir's other brother,
Shahnawaz - also politically active
but in less violent ways than
Murtaza - was found dead in his
French Riviersapartmentin 1985,

her, daughter both die for politics

Chronology of Benazu' s

last months

| AFP, Llamabad

Pakistan opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto was killed Thursday in a
suicide attack at 1 campaign rally,
the interior ministry told AFE

Here is a chronology of key

| eventsin Benazir'slifein the run-up
+| tothe assassination:

March 26: First joint protests
organised by the partes of exiled

- former prime ministers Benazirand
+| Nawaz Sharif.

July 3-10: Pakistani troops

: besiege the pro-Taliban Red
i Moscque in Islamabad, then storm
:| the building n week later. More than

1 : 100 people die during the course of

EHOTC, AFR -

was assassinated by asuicide bomber after arally in Rawalpindion Thursday.

the crisis.
July 20: Benazir and Musharraf

: hold secretmeetingin Abu Dhabion
a possible power-sharing deal to
| sideline Sharif.

Oct 18: Benazir returns to

+| Karachl fram Dubai after eight years
+ in sell-exile
:attack her homecoming parade
. hourslater, killing 139 people.

Two suiclde bombers

Oct 31; Benazir says she has

 heard rumours Mushareaf will
| impose a state of emergency and
tpostpones planned trip to Dubal.
< She flies to Dubai the following day.

Nov 3: Musharraf imposes stite

Afghan Prasident Hamid Karzal (R) walks with Paldstani former prime minister - f émetgency. suspends the consti-

Benazir Bhutto afterameeting atahotelinlslamabad yesterday. Hours later Benazir :

tution and arrests key opposition
figures, citing [slamic extremism

| and judicial interference.

Nov +4: Police erick down on the
oppositon. The United States, a key
Musharrafally, voicesgoncern.

Nav 7: Benazir annotmces plans
for mass protests.

Nov & Hours before & planned
rtllyin the city of Rawil pindi, police
ptit Benazir under house arrest at
her [slamabad home, The order is
later lifted.

Nov L1: Mushareaf says parlia-
mentwill be dissolved on November
15 and elections should be held by
early January.

Wov 12: Benazir rules out further
power-sharing talks with
Musharraf. She i5 placed under
house arrest again to prevent her
leading amass procession,

Nov 13: Benazir for the frst time
urges Mushacral to resign and says
she will never serve under him as
prime minister,

Nov 16: Musharraf swears in the
interim government. Benazir is
freed from house amest. S Deputy
Secretary of State John Negroponte
arrives in [slamabad and speaks o
Bhutto by telephone.

Nov 26; Benazir and Sharif file
their nomination papers for the
election. Musharraf's office
announces he will resign from the
army on November 20 and ke a
newoathasacivilianleader. |

Dec 27: Benazir {5 killed in a
sulcide attiuck at a campaign rally in
Rawalpindi.

PHOTOE AFP

FROM LEFT. .. Pakistani former premier Nawaz Sharif tries to comfort supporters of Benazir Bhutto ata Rawalpindi hospitslafler she was killed in a suicide attack yesterday,; exponents of Benazir carry her coffin after her body was rareasedl‘mmthehospltal1nstnight, this file photo dated.lunezﬁ 1972in Simla, Indin

shows then Pakistani president Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, centre, later executed, $hakingihands with then Indian pnmemmlster Inclira Gandihi, who was also assassinated later, as his daughter Benazir, second from right, and then Indian foraign affalrs minister Swaran Singh, right, lock on.

Thaksin faces arrest
on return home

AP, Bangkok

Deposed prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra will be arrested if he
ieturns home from a self-imposed
exile as planned, even ifhis victori-
ous allies form a government fol-
lowing last weekend's general
election, officials said yesterday.

Thaksin ard members ofhis family
foce an amay of cormuption-related
charges from the former [eader's six
years in office. He was overthrown na
bloodless; military coup lase year and
haslived abroad since then, but he said
Tuescay hewas looldng into retuming
incomingmonths.

"The court and police had
already issued arrest warrants on
him so once he arrives back to
Thailand ‘the authorities con-
cermned are duty-bound by law 1o
arrest him," Samphian Sarathana,

senfor official in the Office of the
Arttorney General told The
Associated Press.

Samphan, a director-general in
the office, sald the results of the
election, won by the pro-Thaksin
People’s Power Party or PPE had no
bearing on the legal cases against
the former prime minister.

"The case is gone too far for a
reversal,” hesald,

Thaksin sald Tuesday in Hong
Kong that he is exploring optons (o
came back to Thailand berween
mid-February and April! Fe vowed
tostay out ofdirect politics but said
het was prepared to serve as adviser
to the PPE

The PPP won 233 of 480 seats in
the lower house of Parliament in
the Dec. 23 vote, while its top rival,
the Democrat Party, won 165.

The PPP says it has alreacdy

gathered enough support from
smiller parties to form a coalilion,
but analysts say that horse-trading
cantinues and thart it is too early
declare the pro-Thaksin grouping
asThalland’s next government,

An arrest warran was issued for
Thaksin in August after he failed to
appear n court in a case involving
conflict of interast in a land deal
while hie was in power. His wife
Pojamarn is accused of illegally
buying real estate frorm a govern-
ment agency effectively controlled
by herhushand.

The military-appointed govern-
ment that succeeded Thaksin
launched several investigations
into his alleged corruption and
have frozen millions of dollars of
his family's assets. Other cases
against him and fmily members
are pending.

US forces kill 11
Shia militants
in Iraq

AFEP, Baglidad

1S forces killed 11 Shia militants in
an early morning raid yesterday in
the town of Kur, south of Baghdad,
the military told AFR

"I can. canfirm that coalition
forceskilled anestimated 11 terror-
ists during operations targeting
special groups criminal networks
early Thursday in Al-Kut," US
military spokesman Lieutenant
Patrick Evans said.

The US military refers to Shia
extremntists who have broken away
from the main Mahdi Army militia
of nadical cleric Moqrada al-Sadr as
"special groups.”

It says these groups wage acts
of "terrorism” in Iraq with the
Anancial and militaey backing of
[ran's elite Revolutionary
Guards wnits, thouph Tehran
denies the chirge.

Lankan jets destroy
LTTE naval base

AP, Colombo

Air force jets destroyed a Tamil naval
base in Sri Lanka's north vesterday, a
day after a fierce sea bartle and a
wave of infanery attacks killed at least
6 rebels and 14 government troops,
the military sald.

There wereno immediate details
on casualties from .the afrstrike,
which came amid weeks of heavy
fighting between the military and
ethric Tamdl Tiger separatists in the
dense jungles of northern Sri Lanka.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa
said he aimed o crush the rebels,
who have been fighting for a sepa-
rate Tamil homeland for more than
rwo decades, before he will enter a
newround of peace talks.

"Weare fora political settlement,
but there is no pointin talking about

i political settlement without first
defeating . terrorism,” Rajapaksa
said Wednesday, according to a
governmentWeb site.

As partofits offensive agalnstthe
rebels, who control a de facto state
in the north, air force Oghter jets
hombed and destroved o noval
training camp in the rebel strong-
hold of Mullaitiva early Thursday,
military spokesman Brig. Udaya
Nanayukkara said,

Also Thursday, a roadside bomb
hlast blamed on the rebels killed a
police officer in the east, the site of
sporadic attacks six months after
the government routed the rebels
there, he said.

Rebel spokesman Rasiah
Nanthirayan did notanswer a phone
call seeking comment on the vio-
lence. In a statement e-mailed . to
reporters, he sald Tamil Tiger fight-

ers killed at least one soldier
Thursday when they repelled a
military offensive in the northern
Jaffna peninsula.

Manayakkara said he did not

| have detilsofthe fighting.

The two sides often give widely

| divergent death tolls, exaggerating

their enemies’ casualties while
undereounting their own.
According to the government,
the sea battle Wednesday was one of
the most intense in months, It began
when naval patrol boats attacked a

- rebel Aotilla tansporting weapons

off the coast of the northern Mannar

- district, sald Manayakkara.

| officer was found,

The navy sank nine of the 106
rebel boats, killing 40 guerrillas,
Manayakkara said. The body of one
and 11 others
were mT-ﬁ:ug and presumed dend

| hesaid,

UN establishes
size of rebel
army in Nepal

AFP, Kathmiandu

About half of a cliimed 32,250-
strang Nepal rebel army is authen-
tic, the United Natlons envoy to
Nepal said Thursday.

"The full toral verified as mem-
bers of the Mapist army is 19,602,
compristng 15576 men and 3,B46
women," lan Martin, head of the
United Nations Mission o Nepal,
told reporters in Kathmandu.

Martin said thar of the Maoist
rebels' elaims it had 32,250 person-
nel, 8,640 did not appear for yerifica-
tion [nterviews and were "amomati-
cally disqualified,” while nearly 3,000
others were not included bécause
theywereundor thenge of LH.

The UM was asked to count and
house the rebel army under peace
terms that would end a decade-
long civil war that claimed thou-
sands oflives.

N Korean N-closure
to miss deadline

'FHE KOREA HERALD/ ANN, Seotl

‘North Korea is likely to miss the

. Dec 31 deacdline to declare all of its
‘nuclear materials, since its draft
falls short of the United States'
expectations; sources here said
Wednesday.

The six nations participating in
the nuclear nl:gurlaunns agreed to
disable ‘North Korea's nuclear
facilities by the end of the year and
to endorse Pyongyang's list of all of
its nuelear programmes and fissile
mtterials, a5 per the Oct 3 accord,

"Morth ‘Korea has glven some
kil of explanation to the United
States regarding the uranfum-
enrichment programme suspicion,
but it does not meet Washington's
expectations,” a government
source explained, on condition of
anonymity.

» The disablement work on the

three facilities in Yongbyon, in the

, meantme, is likely o finish as

scheduled, except for few tachnical
touch-ups, sources said,

Itisbotha political and security-
related goal of Washington to per-
suade North Korea to come clean
on its suspected uranjum-
anrichment programme, which was
asource ofthe second nuclear crisis
in 2002, and [ed Washington o take
aharderling against the communist
regime. The Bush administrition, in
its secand term in office, was nl-

~mately campetled. to bécome more
flewihle after Morth Korea's nuclear
“tasitlast Octaber.

But the larest delay over the

declaration list is unlikely to cause
any immediate setbacks for the six-
party talks' framework, which has
been managing the nuclear crisis
since 2003, observers say,
washington has repeatedly salcl
that, while it "hopes" for the decla-
ration to be completed by the
year's end, it is more importiant to
have a"full andcomplete” list.

"We don't want to see ndeclara-
tion in which everyone can imme-
diately see whit is missing. We want
to make sure this declaradon is as
complete and correct as possible,”
top US negotiator Christopher Hill
said earlierin the month.

North Korea has reportedly
given samples of imported alumi-
num tubes to the United States, in
an artempt to prove its innocence
concerning the suspicion that they
were used (o make centrifuges for
the UEE

The artempr, however, back-
fired, as US scientists reportedly
found traces of enriched uranium
in the rubes. No confirmation of
the news report was given by the
Washington or Seoul government.
Some sources suggest that the
tubes could have been contami-
nated before being exported o
North Koreaq.

A new three-day round of trilat-
eral talks among the two Koreas
and Ching opened in Pyongying
on Tuesday, but the meeting 5
mostly focusing an how to pravide
the energy assistance that has been
promised in return for the MNorth's
denuclearisation, officialssaid.—

AFP, Colambo

Sri Lanka sent a crack commando
unit to the state-run television
station yesterday [0 rescue a gov-
ernment minister seized by jour-
nalists for allegedly assaulting &
colleague, nfficials told AFE

An anti-hijucking and hostage
rescue squad of army commandos
deploved at the Rupavahini state
elevision network fo free Labotr
Minister Mervin Silva. who had
allegedly stormed the studios with
body puards and attacked journal-
ists, officials said.

Lin-edited footage broadcast

Commandos called in
to free Lanka minister

over the state television showed
army officers and police escorting
Silva out of the vsually dghtly-
guarded building located within a
high security zoneofthe capital
Police anti-riot squads were
moved to the station while heavily
armed commandos dressed inbody
armour and wearing hard hats
moved in (o the premises while
unarmed officers rescued the min-
isteramid jeering by rebellious staff.
"The minister is being held inan
“wffice by the staff," the television
.said earlier in a statement broad-
cast while interrupting regular
programiming.

"HuTEt AFP

Battered and bruised Sri Lanka's Labour Minister Mervin Silva (R) tries to close
the door of his vehicle, while a policeman puts his arm around him protectively,
outside the state-run Rupavahini television network in Colombo yesterday.

f= = s e chis RIS RS B L L AL AT R e e O

Expelled diplomats
leave Afghanistan

AFPR, Kabul

The second most senfor European
Union official in Afghanistan and a
top UN political advisor left the
country Thursday after being
expelled by the government for
pusingathreat to national security.

The governor of the southem
province of Helmand insisted
meanwhile that the EU official, a
deptty head of mission, hod macde
contact with the Taliban during a
recent visit,

The claim was dismissed by the
United Nations and by the insur-
gents themselves who accused
Kabul of creating "a dramn" and
trying to show it was independent
ofitsinternational backers.

The men -- Irish national
Michael Semple with the EU and
Briton Mervyn Patterson - flew out
of Kabul early Thursday after being
declared persona non gratd - on
Tuesday and given 4B hoursto leave.

An unknown number of their
Afghan colleagues were being ques-
toned by authorities, Afghan offi-
cials said, refusing to give details.

The United Nations sald the
affair was a "misunderstanding”
that arose after the men visited the
Helmand townt of Musa Qala two
fines ways to bring stability after it
wils taken back from Tallban occu-
piers thismonth,

"Our discussions and negptia- |
tions are ongoing with the govern- |
ment of Afghanistan so we can see |

the return of these vital members of
stath” spokesman Aleem Siddique
told AFE

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

external agencies.

related field.

Application Suite.

Please mark the position applied for, on the top of the envelope.

A large well-reputed bosiness company wishes to recruit a high caliber
MANAGER, CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS. He/she is expected to be a
self-starter and meaningfully contribute to the efforts to reach the company's goal.

The incumbent will be responsible for developing communication strategies,
implementing the plans including budget, documentation and website management.
He/she will also be responsible to manage the company's outreach film media and

Qualifieation and Experience:

o Masters in Marketing/Communications preferred. But any related subject from
any recognized university is also acceptable.

e Should have worked at least 5 - 6 years in corporate communications or a

« Excellent in English and Bangla language skills.

e Should be familiar with Windows Operating Systems and Microsoft Office

Attractive compensation packages will be offered to the really deserving candidate.

Prospective candidate may apply in strict confidence with detailed CV and two
copies of recent passport size color photographs by January 11, 2008 to "The
Advertiser" c/o, The Daily Star, Karwan Bazar, Dhaka, Box No. A-177.

* We are an equal opportunity employer.




