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Warne given
mentor role

7

Women's
Div Cricket

Hayden warns India '

AFP, Melbourne. 2y e m D4 . Melbourne Test. man moved past former national
ATAEER : fro tOdaY CflCI{et °I think we've lost a few too  captainAllan Border to become the

Champion cricketer Shane Warne
will coach and develop young spin
bowlers in a new initiative
announced Wednesday by Cricket
Australia.

Warne, who revolutionised leg-
spin bowling during his 15-year
playing career, will work for Cricket
Australia (CA) encouraging young
aspiring spin bowlers, the sport's
governing body here said.

Warne, who captured a then
world record 708 wickets in 145
Tests before his retirement after
last January's home Ashes series
against England, will pass on his
skills and knowledge to a new
generation of Australianspinners.

CAsaid Warne, 38, will also spend
time at the CA Centre of Excellence
and work with the Australian
women'sandmen'ssquads.

He will be part of preparations
for the Australian Under-19 team
before they head to the ICC World
Cup in 2008, the organisation said.

Warne said he was looking
forward to giving something back
to cricket.

“The workI'm going to be doing
with young spinners and their state
captains is a really important role
and I believe I've got a lot to offer,”
Warnesaid ina CA statement,

Sourav,
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paperboard replica of a stadium,
adorning it with 100 balloons and
the same numberofcricketballs.
Another 100 flowers were used
to write "Souray', as the tri-colour
and the Australian national flag
fluttered, while a makeshift score-
board showed Ganguly and
Laxman as the batsmen in the
middle. .
Homemade pancakes wer
distributed among the people, with
youths constantly raising slogans
eulogising the talismanic player
who made a stellar comeback
scoring more than 1,000 Test runs
thisyear.

Rajshahi-Khulna
FROM PAGE 17

Stadium in Chittagong, the hosts
take on Dhaka while basement side
Sylhet are up against Barisal at the
Shaheed Chandu Stadium in the
other matches of this round after a
gap of nine days due to the Eid-ul-
Azha holidays.

Third-placed Chittagong (77
are just a point above Dhaka while
Barisal are in fifth place with 59
points. They are also struck by
departures to New Zealand as
captain Shahriar Nafees is also
missing from their team.

FIFA warns BFF
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which expired on April last year,
has been given the responsibility of
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Monwar Anis Khan, chairperson of the Women's Wing Committee of Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB), speaks at a
press conference ahead of the inaugural Women's Divisional Cricket League at the board's management office in

Gulshan yesterday.

A timely revival

\@'] Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

So jet-lagged were a few Indian
pliayers on arrival that some spent
the first few days in Melbourne
sleeping. It helped that the warm-
up match against Victoria was
rained off, allowing them a longer
rest. And if they were still strug-
gling, there was always Boxing Day,
a bank holiday. India normally
spend the firstday of anaway series
sleeping and by lunch Wednesday
they were sleepwalking. What
followed was pleasantly shocking
and not Indian cricket as we've
cometoknowit.

Nobody should have been
surprised at the opening. Once the
toss and national anthems were
done, the scorers might as well
have given Australia a head-start
before the first ball. There was a
buzz around the ground but India
were taking their time. In the tenth
over of the day, RP Singh, just
crunched past point for four, was
asking for another slip. But he
seemed the only one awake at the
time; Phil Jaques promptly edged

the next one through the vacant

fourth-slip region.
India seem to have replaced

. their poor travelers tag with one of

poor starters, Series-opening days
for [ndia on tour are full of butter-
flies. Take out Virender Sehwag's

mayhem in Multan and you havea
forgettable record for the Indian
team. West Indies began the 2002
series with 270 for 4 on the first day
in Georgetown, England managed
257 for 4 at Lord's, Australia
smacked 262 for 2 in Brisbane four
years ago, Pakistan piled up 326 for
2 in Lahore and England settled
into 268 for 4 at Lord's earlier this
year. Things aren't that different
when India bat first: 187 all out in
Galle, 161 in Wellington, 241 in St
John's, and 156 for 5 in
Johannesburg.

At lunch Wednesday, Anil
Kumble might have been wishing
he'd won the toss but there was
some comfort in the logic that it's
better to slip up on the field rather
than collapse with the bat. Also, he
could always bring himself on, peg
away and irritate. He had his goog-
lies, toppies, and legbreaks to bank
on. More importantly, he had been
in this position all his life.

India returned from lunch
revived -- fittingly, given that their
countrymen were waking up back
home. Kumble set the alarm bells
ringing with a fizzing googly past
Jaques before Zaheer Khan, slicing
through Ricky Ponting's defences,
showed he was wide awake as well.
Kumble then accounted for Mike
Hussey with another googly, prob-
ably his best ball of the day. The
ground was buzzing. Yuvraj Singh
was bouncing up and down at
point. India had finally arrived, not

“only in body but also in mind.

Australia had dealt the early blow,
India were unleashing a counter-
punch.

RP Singh wasn't to be left
behind. He had missed the previ-
ous series against Pakistan and
started shakily here but he cranked
it up a notch. "Drink, drive, bloody
idiot,” said a hoarding on the
boundary. Michael Clarke couldn't
be accused on the first countbuthe
tried to drive a wide one ata wrong
time and edged to slip.” VV§
Laxman's eyes lit up and, crouch-
ing low, he snapped up a beauty.
This was the sort of cricket India
usually play on the second day of
the series, fighting back gallantdy
after being down. Instead they had
turned their body clocks agood day
ahead. What a difference five-and-
a-halfhours makes.

[t wasn't naked aggression that
won [ndia the day (that was left to
the two streakers who interrupted
the show towards the end) but a
controlled, planned, thought-filled
approach. Puta short midwicketin
for Andrew Symonds, who was
swishing wildly, and you had a
wicket. Slip in a googly to Adam
Gilchrist and you had a wild hoick -
-ashot that was as ugly as the word
itself. [ndia will be thrilled thar
they've got rid of the first-day
blues. There's little more they
could have done to earn a wonder-
ful night's sleep.

Kumble stifles Aussies
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Hayden.

AUSTRALIA: Firstinnings

SPORTS REPORTER

The first-ever Women's Divisional
Cricket League gets underway
today with Rajshahi taking on
Khulna at the Mirpur Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium.

Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) president Maj Gen Sina [bn
Jamali will inaugurate the meet
where Dhaka and Chittagong are
the other teams to take part in the
35-over-a-sideleague.

Monwar Anis Khan, chairper-
son of BCB's Women's Wing
Committee, gave the details of the
league at apress conference yester-
day at the BCB's management
office in Gulshan.

Square Toiletries Lid is sponsor-
ing the league by providing Tk 4
lakhs out of rowl budget of Tk 23
lakh.

The champions will receive Tk
15,000 while the runners-up Tk
10,000 as prize money in addition
to trophies.

All the participating players will
get Tk 1000 each while the highest
scorer, wicket taker and best wicket
keeper will get Tk 2000 each.

The most disciplined team will
geta fair play trophy and prize of Tk
5000.

The best player of the league will
be awarded Tk 5000 while player of
the match Tk 1000.

England
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students.

"They have made significant
improvements. [ believe that they
will be competitive enough to win
places in our age-group teams,”
said Tipu who feels the need of an
academy for training purpose as all
residental camps depend on the
availability of space at the BKSE
country's lone sports institute at
Savar,

Local coordinator Fazlur
Rahman Babul, Bangladesh
Football Federation vice-
president Monir Ahmed were
present in the daylong trip to
Savar among others.

Senior Division
FROM PAGE 17
Arambagh are the only B. League
clubplayinginthe competition.
The tearns: Arambagh, Badda
Jagarani, Victoria, Wanderers,
Youngmen's, Dipali, Mohakhali,
Wari, Agrani Bank, Purbachal, City
Club, Jatrabariand Sunrise.

Mashud, Rafique
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to the condition and his last Test
performance in Sri Lanka was also
not bad. That's why we didn't find

AFP, Melbourne

First innings centurion Matthew
Hayden has warned India to expect
batting on a deteriorating MCG
wicket in a Boxing Day Test where
scoring will be hard toachieve.

The veteran Australian opener
stood outwith an authoritative [24
-- his sixth hundred in nine Tests at
the Melhourne Cricket Ground and
his 28th Test century -- as the
Australians struggled to 337 for
nineatstumpsonthe openingday.

Openers Hayden and Phil
Jaques propelled Australia toa 135-
run opening stand, but scoring
became progressively harder over
the final two sessions.

Hayden believes [ndia will have
the worst of the batting conditions
over the remaining days of the

many wickets, there's no doubt
about that, but in my mind it was a
difficult enough wicket and those
conditions will be revealed over the
next fourdays,"” Hayden said.

"The fact is we are facing quite a

" difficult wicket. It's definitely a par

effort (Australia’s score), but maybe
oneor two more wickets down.

"I think it is going to be a wicket
that will be definitely hard to score
onover the next few days.

"They are going to be slow con-
ditions, they are going to be chal-
lenging for run-scoring and I think
you will see Australia putting the
pressure with good in-out fields
and really try to constrict India.

"I definitely think the pitch is
going to deteriorate, just looking at
it, and it is definitely going to be
difficult to batonover the lastday.”

The 36-year-old opening bars-

eighth all-time player with the
most Test centuries.

The powerful left-hander con-
tinued his liking for India's bowl-
ers, bringing up his fourth century
against them rto average 65.14
compared to his career average of
53.04.

“I've buiilt this particular match up
in my mind maore than any other, it
announces the summer, it's the vibe
of the ground, the spirit of Christmas,
having your families around, I just
think it's one of those events that |
really enjoy," Hayden said.

"I really enjoy playing spin
bowling, and the majority of overs
today (Wednesday) were spinon a
first-day wicket as well."

Hayden was finally out when he
miscued to Rahul Dravid at mid-on
off Zaheer Khan, a half hour after
ted.

Pleasin
Cricket

CRICINFO, undared

Groups of Australians spent the
afternoon wondering whether they
were being unpatriotic for smiling
when India started running
through the home team. Far the
first session those local supporters
who demand nothing but domi-
nance by Ricky Ponting's men were
satisfied with the direction of the

game. Their disgruntlement when

it changed in the second session
was offset by the joy felt -- and
heard -- at the ground by cricket
supporters who are desperate to
see Australia challenged. After the
first day there is hope this series
might be the fair fight fans have
been cravingsince the 2005 Ashes.

Australia's Test pattern seemed to
be continuing when Matthew
Hayden and Phil Jaques reached 135
in front of the ecstatic sardines in Bay
13. Was it too early to call the series?
Sri Lanka were suffocated after giving
up gigantic first-innings totals in
November and India looked set to
sufferthesame problem.

Fortunately Anil Kumble arrived
after lunch with a couple of precise
wrong'uns and Australia quickly
lost 3 for 30. For any other team it
would not qualify as a collapse, but
it does for a side that has such a
celebrated order. A stadium that
was two-thirds full was quickly
taking extra notice. Australia, who
have been so dominant in their 14-
match winningstreak, were experi-
encingaslice of pressureona tricky
surface and optimistic locals
started smirking behind their
hands.

The players talk about their love

all at once

of being tested and competing
under the toughest conditions,
Since England arrived in 2006 the
scendario has occurred infrequently
and usually only in one-day inter-
nationals. Nothing is better than
watching high-quality players
whentheyare being eyeballed.
Having lost three top-order
wickets in a session, Australia's
batsmen started to behave differ-
ently. Michael Clarke, who left
slashing at a wide delivery, was
particularly nervy when he arrived
in the unusual situation, looking
for a single that wasn’t there and
being sent back by Hayden, who
wias immune from the problems
while producing a steadying 124,
Hayden would later speak in depth
about the difficulty of the pitch, but
external stresses also contributed
to his teammates' discomfort.
Andrew Symonds stepped out,
started flaying from the first ball,
which he pulled into his foat, and
never gained composure. His game
is built on aggression, bur tension
had spread through the order and
he was trying unsuccessfully ro
shake it off. The policy also didn't
work for Adam Gilchrist, who batted
on the apening day of a Test for the
firsttimein more thanayear.
Indians in the stands danced
again after Sachin Tendulkar
caught Gilchrist, who tried to
thrash a Kumble offering that was
oo far outside off stump for the
shot. Gilehrist's method is similar
to Symonds' and no punishment
will be invoked, but the dismissal
added to a strangely casual perfor-
mance from players who have
grownused to pummeling.
Thousands at the MCG are
supporting the visitors, but the
noise made during the dismissals

came from more than those whose
affinity is with India. Some of the
locals who had wished for wickets
early in the day might have started
squirming as the departures
refused to stop, but the crowd
remained glued to the game.
Australia are not in trouble --
India's batting order is under-
prepared and 9 for 337 will never be
handed baclk -- but the excitement
will hang around the MCG. People
will walk to the ground on day two
not knowing what will happen. A
contestis hereandit's exciting.

A Christmas
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Portugal centre-half Carvalho was
fairly dismissed fora shocking rwo-
footed lunge on Agbonlahor with
LO minutes remaining.

Laursen [ouled midfielder Joe
Cole and Ballack blasted in the
resulting free kick from just outside
the penalty box for what seemed
likely to be astunning late winner.

But in injury time, Ashley Cole
handled the ball on the line, spark-
ing scuffles on the pitch before the
England defender was sentaoff,

Barry sent Cech the wrong wiy
with his spot kick in the 92nd min-
ute for a shock equaliser -- a fitting
gnd to a hugely entertaining-
match.

There were also goals galore and
more red cards at White Hart Lane
where Robbie Keane and Tom
Huddlestone both scored twice in
Tottenham Hotspur's 5-1 victory
over Fulham who had Moritz Volz
sentoff.

In the day's other early kickoff
West Ham United were held 1-1 at
home by Reading,
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Kumble snared another coveted

Symonds ¢ Karthik (sub) b Kumble 35
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tive committee of BFF as simplyan
eyewash to avoid clash with the
Caretaker Government, Itis specu-
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down to massive acclaim from the
68,165 Boxing Day crowd.

He struggled early in the morn-
ing but was in imperious form in

cheap dismissal.
Fielding substitute Dinesh
Karthik latched onto a sharp catch

Fall of wickets: 1-135, 2-162, 3-165,
4-225,5-241, 6-281,7-288, 8-294, 9-
312,
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Jaques, who hasreplaced retired

series win in Australia after win-
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Kumble, Harbhajan, Zaheer, RP

who got the nod because of his late
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'My best spell’
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spins it more than me, It was a bit

Lanka and bringing up his frst
century opening stand with

India at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground onWednesday:

Third umpire: Steve Davis (AUS)
Match referee: Mike Procter (RSA)

contribution as aTest batsman. On
the other hand we always believe
that Nafees is a very important

The winners of the third phase of the banglalink Pro-Am golf circuit pose for photographs with chief guest Maj Gen
Abdul Hafiz and banglalink marketing director Omer Rashid during the presentation ceremony yesterday.
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