DHAKA THURSDAY DECEMBER 27, 2007

Zahidur Rahim Anjan

AHSAN HABIB

ILMMAKER and activist Zahidur Rahim
Anjan was speaking to The Daily Star at
the office of Bangladesh Short Film
Forum; he had just returned from a shoot at the
Sompur Buddhist Bihar in Paharpur, working on
a documentary on the legendary Bengali
scholar Sri-Gyan Atish Dipankar (10th century),
“Itis not a biographical film. At the age of 60,
Dipankar travelled from India to Tibet through
Nepal, across the Himalayas, to spread the word
of knowledge, peace and tranquillity -- the film
follows his footsteps. No journey can be made
twice, neither can memory be recreated, but we
wanted to tread the same path as Dipankar and
capture the resonance of past. It is both a jour-
ney within and without. As Sufis believe, ‘thisisa
journey not for the goal but for the journey
itself,'" says Anjan on his documentary.
Anjan's involvement with the audio-visual
medium is multifaceted, His passion is
filmmaking but on professionallevel, he teaches
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different courses and conducts workshops on
scriptwriting and filmmaking and is a faculty of
Stamford University. On the organisational
level, Anjan is involved with Bangladesh Short
Film Forum, From 2004 to 2006, he served as the
president of Bangladesh Short Film Forum, a
platform for independent filmmakers. The
Forum propagates cinema as a tool for free
expression.

While talking to The Daily Star, Anjan goes
over the background of the Forum, “After
decades of commercial films that had lost touch
with reality, emergence of a new wave of direc-
tors was necessary for the sake of the medium as

~“wellasareliefto the thinking audience.”

“Throughout the world, be it Hollywood,
Bollywood or Dhaliwood, films produced within
the industries, share some common character-
istics. Because of the dominance of commerce
over art, these 'formula’ films narrow the possi-
bility of free expression and do little to satisfy the
artistic needs of the people, They merely satisfy
the entertainment needs that can be an impor-
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Independent films and free
expression '

In conversation with Zahidur Rahim Anjan

tant purpose ofartbut notanend,” he adds.

Explaining the reason for the Forum's issues
with the length and format of the films, he says,
“We view time limit or format as an essential
part of the industry and an obstacle for free
expression.”

As there is little scope available for screening
and watching independent and experimental
works worldwide, the Forum arranges Interna-
tional Short and Independent Film Festival
every two years. Anjan was the director of the
2nd, 3rd and 4th festivals held in 1991, '93 and
'96 respectively.

At present, Anjan occupies the post of the
director of Film Centre created by the Forum.
The Centre is a part of a large project that
includes a library, an archive, a 50-seat audito-
rium, and provides a platform for debate and
exploringofnewideas.

Anjan's much-loved directorial venture is his
short diploma film Morning (1990), a fiction
based on Anton Chekhov's story. The film has
been screened at several international festivals.
He hasalso directed a number of short films and
documentaries. Apart from films, Anjan works
for television and his raison d'étre behind work-
ing for TV goes like this: “It is not an end for me,
but a means for my professional existence. 1
always dream ofmaking films.”

Anjanbelieves that a new generation of direc-
tors like Giasuddin Selim, Nurul Alam Atique
and Mostofa Sarwar Farooki have contributed to
bring about changes in the audience's taste.
“Some within the new crop of filmmakers not
only started expressing themselves in new ways,
they also began exploring new ground by taking
up subjects that had barely been touched
before,” says the filmmaker.

Though Anjan has enjoyed much success
with TV, he prefers working less for it. “For TV
plays and tele-films one has to work with a given
time frame and has no choice but to cast actors
according to the market value; commercial
breaks in between make it more intolerable. It
becomes challenging to depict the complex
human relationships,” he comments on the
limitations in working for TV,

Anjan has a post-graduate diploma in Film
Direction from the Institute of Film and Televi-
sion, Pune, India.
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musical soiree at Shilpakala

Art competition in Dinajpur
marking 'Victory Day'

KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur
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Recently, Enamul Karim Nirjhar's
film Aha was screened at three
international festivals -- Cairo
International Film Festival, Silk
Road Film Festival and Dubai Inter-
national Film Festival. Aha's tour
beganinlate Novemberand contin-
ued till mid December,

In late November, Aha partici-
pated atthe 31stsession of the Cairo
International Film Festival in Egypt.
Along with Bollywood blockbusters
such as Rang De Basanti and Guru,
Aha took part in the “Festival of the
Festival” session. Aha had three

showsat the festival. ;

Inthefirstweek of December Aha
attended the Silk Road Film Festival
in Bursa, Turkey, Later, Aha partici-
pated at the. prestigious Dubai
International Film Festival in the
UAE during the second week of
December.

Sharing his experiences at the
festivals, Nirjhar said, “Aha was
appreciated at every festival. A
remarkable number of foreigners
and Bangladeshi expatriates
watched the movie. Aha helped
form a different impression of
Bangladesh to the foreigners as
most of the Bangladeshi films par-
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“Aha” screened at three

ticipating at the international festi-
vals have rural themes. Aha high-
lights the complexity inurban life.”

Earlier Aha, an Impress Telefilm -
production, participated at the
Munich Film Festival in June, in the
'New Asian Cinema' category. Three
3{:10\-:3 of Aha were held at the festi-

Humayun Faridee, Tariq Anam
Khan, Fazlur Rahman Babu, Shathi
Yasmin, Ferdaus, Khaled Khan and
others have played in the central
roles, Songs used in the film have
been written by Nirjhar and sct to
tune by Indian music director
Devjyoti Misra.

RAFIQUE SARKER, Rangpur

A solo photo exhibition by Kazi
Golam Quddus Helal celebrated
the 175th anniversary of
Rangpur Zila School recently.
Fifty of the photographer's
best works were on display at

Mizanur Rahman (C) sings at the programme
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In collaboration with Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy
(BSA), cultural organisation
'"Mridanga Shangskritik
Shangathan' arranged a musi-
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cal soiree titled Bajao Byakul
Banshi at the National Music
and Dance Centre of BSA on
December 25. The programme
featured a solo performance of
Tagore songs by Mizanur
Rahman Taslim.
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his performance with the
patriotic song O amar desher
mati. Enamul Haque Omar and
Almas Aliaccompanied him on
the tabla and violin respec-
tively. This was followed by two
romantic songs -- Bodhu

" michhey raag korona and

Mukho paney cheye dekhi.

Renowned artiste Shankar
Shawjal hosted the
programme. According to
Mizanur Rahman, it was his
father and Shankar Shawjal
who inspired him to pursue
music.

A number of popular Tagore
songs including Kandaley tumi
morey, Shey ashey dhirey, Turni
ki keboli chhobi and more were
also rendered by the artiste at

the programme.
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Drama Serial

SilviaMarch 16
On Banglavision at9:45pm

Cast: Agun, Tazin Ahmed, Ahmed Rubel

telling competition recently for the youngsters in the district on the occa-
sionofVictory Day.

The programme was held at the Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad
Complex with an aim to inspire the young generation to learn the real
history of the Liberation War. The two-day competition was inaugurated
byMd. Golam Nabi Dulal, secretary of Dinajpur Press Club.

Around 300 students from different schools of the district topk part in
the competition. ‘

Onthesecond day of the programme, the chief guest, A.M Saiful Hasan,

RIS A5 Deputy Commis-
sioner of Dinajpur,
handed over prizes to
the winners. Md.
Mostafa Kamal,
police super of
Dinajpur; Chitta
Ghosh, president of
Dinajpur Press Club
and Mosaddeque Ali
Mongolia, president
of Dinajpur
Muktijoddha Sangsad
attended the event as
o special guests. The
£ event wrapped up
(-8

with a colourful
cultural programme.
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Helal, a former student of
Rangpur Zila School, decided to
pay a tribute to the school with
his photographs. Some of the
photographs have been exhib-
ited overseas.

Born in Sayer Para, Taraganj
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The Knights of Prosperity
On StarWorld at9:00 pm

TV Series

Cast: Donal Logue, SofiaVergara

‘Helal
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Photo exhibition marking 175th
anniversary of Rangpur Zila School

in 1972 and passed S.5.C from
there in 1975. He graduated
from BUET in Electrical and
Electronics Engineering. He is
currently working for Bangla-
desh Telegraph and Telephone
Board as a divisional engincer.
Photography is Helal's pas-
sion.According to him, fNature
andpeople inspire me.” . r
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07:00am Hello Dhaka (Apu)

19:00am Amar BB.0 (Nusral)

03:00pm Dhaka Calling
(Sakib)

SR

e o

%{ 07:00pm Seven Eleven
1 (Sadi)
11:00pm Late Night Show
i (Shuvo)
“i | Radio Today 89.6 FM
. 07:15am Good Moming
! Dhaka (Biplab)
07:45 am Today's Happy
Moments
08:45am Shokaler Khabor
12:00pm Today's Adda
(Nudrat)
jio1 01:45pm Dupurer Khabor
S0 04:00pm U-tum (Kibria &
Tania)
06:45pm Shondher Khabor
08:00pm Tobe Tai Hok i

paTA At

i
i
]
@
o
i

mETe T
EL e

TSR S
A Fet e MRS TS

=

(Sayem) i

09:45pm Raaler Khabor B
11:45pm  Moddho Raater =

e Khabor ]
12:00am Today's Happy %/};.
Woments 1--‘

12:10am Raal Vor Gan




