Agyan Party activities

on rise in port city

DWAIPAYAN BARUA
Activities of Agyan Party, a gang
of criminals who drug people
- before mugging them, marked an
alarming rise in the port city
despite tight security measures
by the law enforcement agencies
during the last few months.

The muggers have continued
to carry out their activities under
the nose of the members of the
law enforcement agencies to
target the innocent people, par-
ticularly the passengers, in the
portcity.

With aview to bringing the law
and order situation under con-
trol, Chittagong Metropolitan
Police (CMP) beefed up security
ahead of Eid-Ul-Azha. Ten inci-
dents of mugging took place last
week by the members of Agyan
Party.

Eleven peoplefell victimto the
Agyan Party members and were
hospitalised in critical condition
in different areas of the city on

Tuesday and Wednesday when
they were going home to cele-
brate the Eid.

Six people were admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH} on Tuesday
while five others the following
day (Wednesday), the day before
Eid, CMCH sources said.

Mohammad Fazal, 35, and
Rezaul Karim, 30, two friends,
were found unconscious in an
inter-district bus from Hathazari
at around 11:30am on
Wednesday.

Chotan Rudra, 28, fell victim
to the miscreants the same day
while he was going to the GEC
area from Olankar intersection in
a city service bus and lost his
cellphone set and money in cash,
saidthe sources.

. Other passengers rushed
Chotan to the CMCH at around
3:00pminanunconscious state.

Locals recovered Khorshedul
Alam, 50, from the New Market
area at 2:30pm and took him to

CMCH. Khorshed was returning

10 his residence after shopping at
New Market. The miscreants
looted his valuables, said the
nurses at the hospital.

Locals. found an unidentified
person aged about 55 lying
unconscious on the road in the
busy Patherghata area at around
4:00pm.

Dr Faiz Ahmad Khandaker,
assistant registrar of the medi-
cine ward No 14 at CMCH, said
most of the victims took foods
like juice, coconut juice or bis-
cuits with sedatives in them
given by the unknown persons,

He said elderly persons having
different physical complaints
like diabetes can die after taking
suchdrugs.

Staffs of a Chittagong-bound
inter-city bus caught one Suman,
a member of Agyan Party, at
Nurjahan Hotel at Comilla on

‘December 15 while he was trying

to loot valuables of a passenger
named Kumaraddin after mak-

ing him unconscious. They
handed him over to Pahartali
police,

According to his confessional
statement, police arrested one
Shahajahan from a residential
hotelin the Sayedabad area of the
capital on December 19, police
said.

Iltutmish, assistant commis-
sioner (AC) of Pahartali Police,
said Shahjahan's men usually
mix one kind of sedative
imported from Pakistan, having
no taste or smell, with different
kinds of tasty foods like sandwich
orjuice to feed their targets.

Stressing the need for creating
mass awareness against taking
foods from unknown persons
while travelling, Tltumish said
police are on alert and trying best
to check such incidents in the
bus terminals.

He said several gangs of mug-
gers might be involved in such
activities asthe drugs are available
inlocalmarkets at cheaper rates.

People watch a fight between two bulls during a traditional festival at Bakalia Balir Hat on the bank of river Kamﬁphuli on
Thursday. Locals have been organising the festival for about one hundred years on the day before Eid-Ul-Azha.
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Over 14,000 attacked with malana, 2002 with anaemia in 10 months in Matiranga

ABDULLAH AL MAHMUD

The army organised a
programme titled “Mobile blood
bank programme” at Matiranga
Degree College to fight anacmia
and malaria that frequently take
lives at Matiranga upazila in
Chittagong Hill Tracts,

Owver 14,000 people were
reportedly attacked with malaria
and 2002 with anaemia in the last
10 months since January in the
upazila having a population of
1,34,000, sources said.

Of them, 576 were attacked
with cerebral malaria that killed
eight people in three months
*until October while two died due
to anaemia. Attack and death of
many due to malaria and anae-
mia in remote areas of
Matiranga, the most populated
uparzila, remain unreported or
uncounted for, they said.

The people, including tribal

and non-tribal, are getting their
names registered in eight groups

according to blood groups and
RH factors.

They launched programme at
Matiranga, a remote upazila in
the malaria-prone hilly district of
Khagrachhari, on December 15.

As against the scheduled
number of 1000 as many as 1396
people got their blood grouping
and registration done on the day
at the college, some 90km off the
porteity.

While visiting the area on the
day, a group of journalists from
Chittagong saw several thou-
sand people, including kids and
old-aged ones, who are rather
supposed to be scared of nee-
dles and hardly aware of blood
grouping, thronged the college
campus amid enthusiasm and
festivity.
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lection, grouping and registra-
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After the blood grouping,
everyone got an identity card
with blood group (along with RH
factor) to receive or donate
blood.

“The campaign helped us
become quite aware of the
importance of grouping, match-
ing and transfusion of blood to
fight anaemia and malaria,” said
Aneu Chowdhury Nayan, head-
man and commissioner of
Matiranga Sadar.

“To tackle the huge rush each
‘ofthe headmen and Karbaris was
assigned to bring only 20 to 30
people from their respective

village or Mohalla for blood

grouping,” said Md Nurul Afsar a
teacher of Matiranga Degree
College.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) Afzalur Rahman said the
campaign and the mobile blood
bank programme are phenome-
nal events.
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With anaemia and malaria
taking a huge toll on invaluable
lives here every year, the
programme has got tremendous
response and spontancous sup-
port, said Matiranga College
Principal Md Abul Hossain.

Local health officer Nurul
Karim recalled the tragic death of
Masuda Begum, 25, brought to
them from Alutila for blood

" transfusion at night few months
ago.

“With all the labs already
closed we fetched a lab assistant
only to know that thelady patient
carried blood of B group when
the Rh factor remained unidenti-
fied,” he said.

“Being a person of B positive
group | myself donated blood
that she rejected indicating her
blood group as B negative,” he
said.

“Unfortunately, no donor of
that group could be found even
at the Zone (army zone head-
quarters) at that moment and

‘Masuda died before the dawn,”

he added.

The representatives of
Matiranga army zone said they
have come up with the mobile
blood bank concepl as they have
failed to donate blood and wit-
nessed people dying for blood
many atime.

Commanding Officer (CO) of
Matiranga Army Zone said local
pharmacies, Grameen Shakti,
BDR, VDP, local administrations
and the teachers and students of
different educational institu-
tions made the programme a
success providing volunteers,

He said they are planning to
offer blood grouping free of cost
to 5000 people in several phasc
and make list on the basis of Para,
MohallaandVillage.

Local health complex or cen-
tres, ward commissioners, head-
men and Karbaris will preserve
copies ofthe lists to approach the
mobile blood bank for blond if
needed,
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