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SignUp New 1

Bangladesh p!aye_rs stretch ahead of a practice session atthe Eden Park in Auckland on Tuesday.

100 Tests of character

Ganguly joins Indian elite

Did U Know?

Rafael Nadal of Spain became first man
since Swede Mats Wilander in 1982 to win
the French Open fitle on debut. Nadal
achieved the featwith a four-set victory over
Argentine Mariano Puerta in June 2005,

David Beckham
(Star England footballer)
"Fabio is one of the managers play-

ers look up to and want to manage

them. IhopeI'll be part of his plans.

I'think he is going to be great for the

playersand the England team,”
On newly appointed coach Fabio
Capello.

PHOTO. TIGERCRICKET.COM

Tigers raring to go
Zunaed to make ODI debut

Bangladesh's confidence-boosting
victory in the Twenty20 fundraiser
against a strong New Zealand XI at
Hamilton has given a totally fresh
complexion to tomorrow's opcn-
ing ODI of the three-match series.

. AstheTigers practiced at Eden Park

on an eerily quiet Christmas morn-
ing many scurried for tickets only
togetdisappointed.

The 42,000-capacity stadium is
the largest among all sports
grounds in New Zealand and with
more than a quarter of the local
populationhoused in Auckland itis
no wonder that a good number of
people would show interest in the
Boxing Day fixture. Around 4000
Bangladeshi expatriates also live in

this city and the Tigers' impressive
showingin the Twenty20 match has
added some much needed spice to
the encounter.

“Even many New Zecalanders,
who would have otherwise given
the match a miss have bought
tickets online following Sunday's
game, The team's vibrancy, fear-
lessness and youth has created an
instant fan base comprising our
children and the young Bangladeshis
here,” said a Bangladeshi business-
manbasedinAuckland.

For the first ODI the Tigers have

left out opening batsman Javed
Omer and pacers Nazmul Hossain
and Sajidul Islam. Tushar Imran is
still recovering from a sore shoul-
derand Rajin Saleh was not consid-
ered as he only arrived from
Bangladesh on Tuesday afternoon.
This means that left-handed
opencr Zunaed Siddiqui was going
to make his ODIdebut.

“I was expecting this as I have
come here determined to win a
place in the Bangladesh side and 1
have worked hard. It is my debut
match butT don't have any butter-
flies in my stomach. T just want to

CAREER BATTING AVERAGES

League one-day malches

go out there and give it my best
shot. 1 am' a positive and confi-
dence person and 1 want to do
well,” said Zunaed who had top-
scored for Bangladesh in the first
practice match in Hamilton against
the Northern Knights.

“The wickets here are good for

* batting if you are prepared to leave

M I  Runs HS Ave SR 100 50
T20Is 1 1 71 71 71.0 145 0 1
FC 14 26 714 14* 26.6 50 1 )
ListA 20 20 616 120 308 80 2 4

Note: *T20s: Twenly20 Infernafionals; *FC: First Class; *List A; Nafional Crickat

the balls, If you see it till the end
then batting can be enjoyable as
there is consistent bounce,”

Zunaed added. 3
For 107 years Eden Park has the
main sports ground in Auckland
SEE PAGE 18 COL 6

Fullname: Zunaed Siddiqui
Born: Oclober 30, 1967, Rajshahi
Age: 20years A

Major teams: Bangladesh, Rajshahi
Nickname: Imrose

Batting style: Left-hand bat

ﬁ Cricket

INTERNET, undated

If there is a man who has defied
odds and surprised admirers and
critics -alike it-has to be Sourav
Ganguly. Now, after 11 years of
international cricket, the man,
known for his fiery aggression on
the field, but radiating calm equa-
nimity offit, tells the world that the
thought that two days from now he
will be playing his 100th Test gives
hima very “satisfying feeling”.
Satisfying it has to be for any

cricketer who lasts for more than a

decade at the top, and from a
purely personal point of view, it is
something to be really proud of.
Not that it is for the first time that
someone will be achieving this
landmark and neither will it be the
last time. It's just that to have come
so far means that you have been
good enough to withstand the
ravages of time and age, And in his
case he has survived all the slurs,
slings and arrows of a world, which
has accepted him grudgingly as
someonewho belongs.

It is a story with so.many twists
and turns that a scriptwriter can
makealiving offit. When only 19 he
played his first One-day
International in Australia and
immediately after that was
dumped following accusations of
having the attitude of a man spoilt
by the affluence of his parents. Six
yearslater, he was picked to play for
India again and the whole journal-
istic community screamed in a

crescendo that his selection was
unjust.

Whenhemetafew of hisembar-
rassed critics a few moments after
he had scored a ton at Lord's on his
Test debut, he greeted them with a
disarming smile and calmness that
conveyed not just good manners
but also an impression that he was
notavindictive man.

That hundred spiraled him into
aninternational career of fame and
success and to Indian captaincy

SOURAV GANGULY

post the match-fixing convulsions
that shook cricket to its core. It was
again a choice that was greeted
with skepticism but the results
proved that the man had the steel
in him that did not care for reputa-
tions but did care for results.
Allinternational captains, beita
Nasser Hussain or a Steve Waugh,
found to their dismay that they

- were dealing with a man who had

the knack of getting under their

skin and inspiring his team to
perform above themselves. Not
since the days of the Nawab of
Pataudi had there been a leader
who rallied his troops behind him.
All that mattered for Ganguly was
ithe slcil]_ofihcplagcrand notwhich
region or state he belonged to. He
may not agree, but captaincy
dulled his cricketing skills and then
walked in Greg Chappell as India
coach.

Chappell humiliated him and
manipulated the press to such an
extent that the only viewpoint that
appeared in print was that of the
coach,

Ithurtthe man, it still hurts him.
“I didn't mind being dropped;
anyone can be if he is not making
runs, But the kind of things that
were said aboul me were depress-
ing,” Ganguly said.

There were not many who
believed he could make a come-
back, except the man himself. The
eight months he was out of the
team were spent in physical train-

' ing the likes of which he had never

done before ‘and in preparing
himself for a comeback. You would
tell him “give up, what is the point,
youwon't be picked again” and the
answer would be, "Twill give it a try
and if T am not there before the
World Cuplwill giveup.”

He is back now and the kind of
cricket he has played in this last
year has not only raised his stature
asabatsmanbuthas made even his
bitterest critic finally accept him as
someone who belongs. When he

steps out in Melbourne for his

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Cloud over Gayle

First SA-WI Test from today

ﬁ] Cricket

AFP, Port Elizabeth

Captain Chris Gayle remained a
doubtful starter two days ahead of
the first Test against South Africa as
he continued to struggle to over-
come a hamstring injury.

Gayle, who has yet to lead the
West Indies in a Test match,
attended the captain's pre-match
press conference in Port Elizabeth
Monday but said he was not sure
whether he would fit enough for
the start of the three-Test series at
StGeorge'sParkWednesday.

"It's improved a lot the last
couple of days," he said. "There is
still Wednesday and then the
match day and we will have to
assess it then. It's coming on pretty
good." ;

Even with Gayle in the side, the
West Indies' batting looks brittle
following the retirernent of Brian
Lara and the knee injury which
kept Ramnaresh Sarwan out of the
tour. Gayle and Shivnarine
Chanderpaul are the only experi-
enced, reliable batsmen in the
touring party.

1f Gayle cannot play, theside will
be led by Dwayne Bravo, who also
has yet to captain them in a Test

match although he is unbeaten in
international matches since taking
over from Gayle, who was injured
in the first one-dayinternational in
Zimbabwelast month,

Bravo led the West Indies to
three one-day wins against
Zimbabwe and an upset Twenty20
international victory against South
Africain Port Elizabeth,

But the West Indies' batting
frailty was exposed when they were
beaten in three days by South
Africa A in their only first-class
outing ahead of the Test, which
Gayle admitted had been a big
disappointment.

With South Africa boasting a

-strong fast bowling line-up, spear-

headed by Dale Steyn, who took 20
wickets in two Tests against New
Zealand last month, the hosts will
startstrong favourites.

Bravowas one of only three West
Indians to record a half-century in

‘two innings against South Africa A,

prompting tour manager and
former captain Clive Lloyd to com-
ment that the tourists needed to
showmore patience at the crease.

Gayle said the West Indies
would have to playwell, whether he
was fit or not. "We have to play
basic cricket and get the job done,”
hesaid.

Coach John Dyson said Monday

that the players had shown good
form in net practices. "I've been
very impressed with the profes-
sionalism and enthusiasm the
players have shown in the nets," he
said.

"If we can take that forward to
the middle we'll be very competi-
tive."

South African captain Graecme
Smith, meanwhile, said he was
fully recovered from a virus that led
to doctors ordering him to rest

« following a recent one-day serics

against New Zealand.

"I started training about a week
ago and I am feeling energised
again,"hesaid.

The St George's Park pitch is
expected to offer some help to the
fast bowlers and the West Indies
appear to have reasonable amrnu-
nition to fire at South Africa's bat-
ting.

Fidel Edwards, Jerome Taylor
and Daren Powell have the ability
to break through against a batting
line-up which has'not been wholly
convincing, although South Africa
have won three out of four Tests
this season -- one against Pakistan
and two against New Zealand.

Jacques Kallis and Hashim Amla
both scored two centuries against
New Zealand but the rest of the

SEE PAGE 18 COL 7

Rest of the Test
team after _
today's match

SPORTS REPORTER

The national selectors will decide
who will join the Bangladesh Test
team in New Zealand after today's
first one-day international of the
three-match series in Auckland is
over.

There are six players in conten-
tion out of nine standbys and the
Rafiqul Alam-led selection panel
will pick up maximum three for the
two-match Test series which starts
from January 4.

Former national skipper
Habibul Bashar and left-handed
opener Shahriar Nafees are all but
guaranteed to join the party down
under but the axe may fall on vet-
eranwicketkeeper Khaled Mashud,

It was learnt that the selectors
have seriously considered lacks of
fitness and form of Mashud, who
kept away from the first two days'
training due to fever, 1o come to a
negative conclusion although the
34-year-old stumper scored valu-
able runs in the ongoing National
Cricket League.

The selectors, however, were in
a dilemma to choose between the

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

British minister

in Dhaka

SPORTS REPORTER

British Aviation Minister Jim
Fitzpatrick, MP, arrived in Dhaka
yesterday on a six-day personal
visit to promote a youth football
development programme.

Fitzpatrick has arrived at the
invitation of Canary Wharf, UK, a
British-based group, which spon-
sors a four-year youth football
development programme.

He will visit BKSP today to look
at the coaching camp -- where 34
players are undergoing training of
thethird sessionof the second year.
He is also expected to hold discus-
sions with the country's football
bosses and BKSP officials on build-
ingaproposedfootball academy.

The British minister will then
departfor athree-day trip toSylhet,
home to the largest British-
Bangladeshi expatriate commu-
nityinBangladesh.

ICL wants 40m
rupees from
Yousuf

P11, Mumbai

Indian Cricket League (ICL)
Tuesday filed a statement of claims
before the arbiter, seeking damages
of 4 crore rupees from Pakistani
cricketer Mohammad Yousuf for
alleged breach of contract.

Yousuf had signed up for the
rebel league's T20 championship,
which concluded earlier this
month in Chandigarh, but later,
backed out. 1ICL took the dispute to
the arbiter, BP Saraf, a retired High
Courtjudge.

Yousuf was not present before
the arbiter, but his lawyers sent an
application from Pakistan seeking
time. The hearing has been
adjourned till January 28.

Bowlers ready: Ponting

mﬁid{et

'AFI’, Melbourne

Skipper Ricky Pontingis certain the
Australian bowling attack still pack
a punch in the posi-Shane Warne
and Glenn McGrath era and will

pered by rain over the past week.

With conditions likely to favour
fast bowling on the first morning,
Australia must decide between
using a four-prong pace attack for
the first time in almost 16 years, or
going in with wrist-spinner Brad
Hogg and three quicks.

Left-armer Mitchell Johnson and

"prové it againstIndia in-the Boxing-“-tearaway Shaun Tait will batlé for

DayTest.

Pace spearhead Brett Lee shoul-
ders a heavy responsibility leading
aninexperienced bowling attack at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground, but
Ponting said there is more variety
in the current crop.

This will be the first major exam-
ination for Australia's bowlers
since the retirement earlier this
year of leg-spinner Warne (708
wickets) and paceman McGrath
(563), who are in Test cricket's all-
time top four.

Ponting and selectors want more
time to analyse a MCG wicket,
which has had its preparation ham-

thethird pacespotif Hoggplays. -
Regardless of which attack
Australia get as they chase a 15th
successive Test victory, Ponting
said he was confident it would be
more dangerous and boast more
variety than the ones which strug-
gled to bowl India out in the corre-
sponding home series four years
ago, when MceGrath was injured
andWarne was suspended.
Ponting said spearhead Brett
Lee was in career-best form, after a
man-of-the-series performance
against Srilankalast month, Stuart
Clark's record was among the best
inthe world and Johnson had been

impressive.

"I'mvery confidentin the attack
that we've got, that it's going to be
good enough to take 20 wickets in
every Test we play this summer, so 1
couldn't ask for anything more,”
Ponting told a match-eve press
conference onTuesday.

Ponting said even with McGrath
and -Wame and their ‘combined
1271 wickets now gone, Australia
had the bowlers to trouble India's
starbatsmen.

"(Lee) is a wicket-taking bowler
(but) for different reasons (than)
Shane was,” he said. "That's what
Taitisaswell. 4

"If Tait happens to play in this
game he's exactly like that, he's a
guywho canbreakagameopenina
coupleofovers.” '

"So the wicket-taking options we
lost with McGrath andWame, we've |
just gained other guys in different |
rolestodo thatforus," headded.

Lee (247 wickets in 61 Tests) has

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8

Tale of two captains

Lry 55

Cricket

X

CRICINFO, undated

You hear the bowling machine
clank, hear the ball thud onto bat,
and voices echo around the walls.
You see Anil Kumble calmly com-
pose himself and hear him answer
every question patienty. There's a
calm about the indoor nets at the
MCG, an air of assurance almost.
All until Ricky Ponting walks in,
rattlesanswers asifhe's atan exam-
ination, laughs, and fills the room
with an energy that was missing
carlier. And all this without a
micrephone,

Both are tremendously aggres-
sive cricketers but while Kumble
exudes a quiet sort of energy,

- Ponting is more animated. It's a
possible sign for the series:

T

Australia going all out for the kill,
India preferring the silent ambush;
one side intent on coming out
swinging, the other hoping for the
crucial, fatal, counter-punch. You
feel it in the answers: one gushing
about the quality of his side, the
othersaying, waitandwatch.

Both are colossal figures for
their respective sides -- one argu-
ably the country’s greatest bowler,
the other being mentioned in the
same breath as the Don (Bradman)
-- and it's fitling that they will walk

couttotossinagiganticarena thatis

the MCG. Kumble's priority was
predictable: "put runs on the
board”. He's spent most of his
career traveling with a batting line-
up that has unraveled abroad. He
himsell is a different bowler when
he has the comfort of runs on the
board. He thrives on applying
pressure, revels in bogging the
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opposition down. He's also clear
that he's "first a bowler and then a
caplain”, One cannot afford to
come in theway of the other.
Ponting's career has coincided
with. Australia's golden age. He
knows the conditions, knows the
pitfalls, more importantly knows
how to win. He holds forth on the
Melbourne weather, the pitch and
the conditions, Occasionally he
throws in an 'aw, look mate' but
never does he let up on the speed.
He's spent the previous two hours in
an optional net session, joined by
around ten kids frolicking around.
He mainly faced throw downs but
the Christrnas cheer was unmistak-
able -- his teammates' children
havingagointhesidenets.
Ponting is mostly dead-certain.
The pitchisn't just damp, it's "very,
very damp". He remembers Shane
SEE PAGE 18 COL 5
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GILLY SHOWS OFF HIS NEW COLOURS: Annie (R), daughter of Australia wicketkeepér Adam Gilchrist, can'ttake her
eyes off dad's new pink gloves during training at the Melbourne Cricket Ground on Tuesday.



