fﬂheiﬁzﬁg SStar

Chlld cardiac
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cardiac treatment, especially
Surgery.

Those who are able to pay for
the surgery do not undergo surgery
timely as the lone specialised
cardiac centre in the capital, with
only 250 beds, does not have a
separate paediatric surgery unit.

"It takes a long time to get the
turn for surgery which forces par-
ents to go to expensive private clin-
ics. Asthereis noseparate OT [operat-
ing theatre], it sometime takes three
months for surgeries for Arterial
Septal Defects and Ventricular Septal
Defects," doctors said.

Iftherewereseparate department
for paediatric surgery and an OT, the
number of surgeries would increase,
experts said adding that 90 percentof
the paediatric cardiac patients need
to have surgeries. That is why it is
important to have a paediatric sur-
5ery department like those in the

eveloped countries.

"There are no professors or asso-
ciate professors specialised in paedi-
atric cardiac surgery despite the
posts being there in the hospital. Itis
not possible to run a separate unit
with an assistant professor. The
pgufes.saéis and associate prc?ffhs-;urs
0l natrc s ery en (= EMm-
sei&:s in paclclt[rgmr{ I:agliligc surgery
even though paediatric and geriatric
cardiac surgery are quite different,”

ertssaid.

"Surgical equipment, screening,
surgery, anaesthetic management,
ICU [intensive care unit].aﬁnst opera-
tive managementare totally different
for paediatric surgery,” said Prof
Shajal Banarjee of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
[BSMMU]. He said anatomy, physi-
ology and the volume of their body
fluid is differentfrom those ofadults.

Though a separate department
for paediatric surgery is a crying
need, lack of manpower hinders the
process. At the same time, unwilling-
ness of the geriatric surgeons is also
one ofthe main obstacles to initiate a
department for paediatric surgery,
sourcessaid.

"Giving excuses that the opera-
tion maynotbesuccessful, surgeryof
many paediatric cardiac patients is
not performed leaving the patientsin
vulnerablestate,” theysaid.

In developed countries heart
screening allows doctors to diagnose
a child's heart condition and take
steps required almost instantly. Most
cardiac patients under 12 suffer from
congenital disorder and if they are
operated on before the age of five

-

theygetbetterverywell, expertssay.

There are only four to five paedi-
arric surgeons in the country for
around eight crore children aged
under 18. The upazila health com-
plexes do not have any facility for
paediatriccardiacsurgery.

Patients from all corners of the
country throng the NICVD to get
treatment which overwhelms the
hospital and often they are forced to
send patients back as the hospital
cannotcopewith the pressure.

"Every day around 30 patients
with paediatric cardiac problems
come Lo the outdoor department of
the hospital. Half of them cannot get
admission to the hospital," hospital
sources said adding that the paediat-
ric medicine department started in
2003.

The delays in cardiac surgery
sometimes result in mental and
physical disability of children. They
often suffer from pneumonia and
other cold related diseases continu-
ously.
Paediatric Cardiology care is
virtually non-existent outside Dhaka
city and it takes a long time to diag-
nose their cardiac problems. They
are often given antibiotics for pneu-
monia repeatedly, deteriorating the
problem.

Although the number of paediat-
ric cardiac patients is increasing in
the country, facilities have not
increased much and there is no
national database in this regard. The
number of patients with congenital
heart disease is around 7-10 percent
andmostofthem need surgery.

"Heart diseases have gone down
in the country due to increased
awareness but around 8-10 per
thousand have congenital heart
diseases,” Dr NN Fatemna, paediatric
interventional cardiologist, told The
Daily Star.

"Of the congenital cardiac
patients, cardiac surgeryisa mustfor
30 percent and the rest can be cured
through medicine or interventional
therapy,” she said adding that it is
very unfortunate that 25 percent
paediatric cardiac patients cannot
have surgery due to lack of man-
pOWET.

“Alarge number of people should
be trained in this discipline and a
specialised paediatric cardiac hospi-
tal is important in this regard. At the
same time, child specialists should
be provided with training on paedi-
atric cardiology so that they diagnose
and refer the patients to experts,” she
suggested.

Artefacts returned
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-assigned to prepare a comprehen-
sive report on L[']lc theft and review
the agreement signed with France
with regard to the exhibition.

After the meeting, a highly placed
source sald the government would
send a letter to the museum authori-
ties informing them of the circum-
stances that led to cancellation of the
shipment.

Besides, measures would be
taken to brink back the 42 items that
were dispatched to France on
December 1.

Despite protests from citizens
and art connoisseurs, the govern-
ment was sending the two Guptaera
idols alongwith 143 otherartefacts to
the Guimet Museum.

Sculpted around 1500 years ago,
"Vishnu' and 'Bust of Vishnu' were
stolen from the cargo village area at
the Zia sometime between 10:00pm
Fridayand 12 noon Saturdaywhilein
the custody of Air France. The rest of
the works of art were kept at the
airport as a massive countrywide
search forthe stolen ones continued.

Meanwhile, a Dhaka court yester-
day placed the 15 peopledetained for
suspected links to the art theft each
onafive-dayremand.

Talking to The Daily Star over
phone, Bangladesh Ambassador in
Paris Mohammed Ruhul Amin
yesterday said the Guimet Museum
authorities have already opened the
boxes containing the 42 artefacts and
been preparing to install them in
threerooms.

“Asfaraslknow theyweresecured
asofMonday,” headded.

An official from Air France said
the remaining artefacts were packed
again in presence of all concerned
officials late in the afternoon. A
covered van of Homebound Courier
Services carrying the relics entered
the National Museum premises at
around 7:25pm.

A press release from Press
Information Department (PIB) said

the meeting chaired. by the chief

adviser was attended by concerned
highofficials ofthe government.

It said the government made the
declsion taking into consideration
the public sentiment arising out of
the Lﬂeft.

The heist triggered off fresh pro-
testsagainst the government move to
allow the rare artefacts to be sent
abroad.

Meanwhile, the five-member
commitiee formed by the govern-
ment to probe the incident may
submit their report tomorrow,

"We are taking statements of the
concerned officials. Hopefully, we
will submit the report in dme,” said
Mushfiq Ahmed, a member of the
committee and general manager of
Biman Bangladesh Airlines.

He however did not say anythin,
abouttheirfindsso far. ot

Contacted, the airport police said
they were yet to have any possible
leads to the missingstatues.
ARRESTEES REMANDED
Sub-Inspector Monu Sohel Imtiaz of
the Airport Police Station, who is also
the investigation officer (10) of the
case, produced the 15 detainees
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court and prayed for
each to be remanded for 10 days. But
thecourtgranted for five days'.

Those remanded are Samiul
Abedin, Masud Rana Saiful, Abu
Bakar, Shariful Islam Manik,
Mohammad Shahjahan,
Mohammad Al Shamim, Belal
Hossain, Amir Hamza, Abul Hossain,
Abdul Halim Babul, Zaki Mahbub,
Edward Roy, Debu Barua,
Mohammad Solaiman and Sankar
ChandraDey.

As employees of the Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh, Air France
and Voyager Airlines, they were on
duty at the cargo village during the
timerelicsare believed tobestolen.

Sohel Imtiaz told The Daily Star
last night that they have already
started quizzing the arrestees.

Pro-Khaleda faction
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Bhuiyan, standing committee
member of the pro-Saifur faction,
told reporters that he saw nothing
that may justify standing up
against the governmentright now.

However, the BNP's most grass-
roots level leaders, particularly the
district-level leaders, are ready to
implement the direction of the
party's central command for the
release of their detained party
chairperson.

"We will make it a success what-
ever programme the party
announces in a bid to free our
chairperson,” Waliullah Rabbani,
ﬁeneml secretary of Kishoreganj

istrictunit BNP told The Daily Star
yesterday.

When asked about their plan for
the coming year, pro-Saifur leader
Lt Gen (retd) Mafihuhur Rahman
said, "I hope the nation will get an
effective parliament in the new
yearthrough a meaningful election
according to theroadmap”.

"Unity process will get priority
in our Flmrty and [ also hope that
senior leaders of the party will
realise the necessity of unity in the
coming days," Mahbub, whoisalso

a standing committee member of
the BNP, told this newspaper.

Some leaders, however, believe
that the government is not going to
lift the emergency anytime soon
because they think in that case the
administration will have to face
backlash from people due to the
ongoingeconomiccrisis.

"We want the release of Khaleda
Zia, lifting of the emergency and
opening up of indoor politics ... I
think the government should free
KhaledaZia and take suggestion from
heron matters relating to running the
country properly,” Moazzem Flossain
Alal, former lawmaker and general
secrem?r ofJatiyatabadi Jubo Dal, told
The DailyStar.

"But [ believe the government,
fearing popular movement, will
notlift the emergency”, Alal, whois
close to Khandaker Delwar, said.

Party leaders said Delwar, who
Khaleda appointed as secretary
general justbefore herarrestin early
September, and his few colleagues
are maintaining close contact with
disteict-level leaders so that the
party might create public opinion to
free Khaleda once political activities
are allowed.

Govt decision
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have been taken much earlier. [
now worry over getting back the
artefactsthathad beensentalready
and wonder what will happen to
the two stolen artefacts,” said
Shamsuzzaman Khan, former
director general of National
Museum.

"From the beginning, we tried to
reach the government, but the
government did not allow us time,"
headded.

"The way the acting ambassa-
dor of France reacted to the protest
against sending of the artefacts is
condemnable,” he said adding,
"We did not expect such remark
from a man of such position and
from such a country enriched with
cultureand heritage.”

Prof Rafiqun Nabi commenting
on the government's decision said,
"Acting on this decision, we should
not relax yet since more artefacts
are still in France, We will have to
getthem backassoon as possible.”

The government should take
the issue of getting back the
shipped out artefacts very seri-
ously, he added.

Prof Shah Sufi Mustafizur
Rahman, chairman of Department
of Archaeology at Jahangirnagar
University, said, "The government
should initiate an investigation to
identify the persons involved in the
process of sending the precious
relics for the exhibition abroad.
Otherwise, such incident will
continue to recur.”

Shishir Bhattacharya of
Institute of Fine Arts at Dhaka
University praised the government
for cancelling further shipments of
the artefacts to France. He strongly
said that the artefacts that had
already been sent to France must
be broughtbackimmediately.

"We are concerned about the
priceless artefacts that had already
been sent in 10 boxes to Guimet
Museum in Paris. Those boxes
must have been unwrapped by this
time and we are afraid any thing
mighthappento them.”

He also demanded investiga-
tion into the relic theft at Zia
[nternational Airport and punish-
ment to the perpetrators of the
crime.

Hasina
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High Courtorder.

Earlier on December 9, the High
Court had stayed the trial proceed-
ings of the case for three months
following a writ petition filed by

iHasina's lawyers challenging

shifting of the court for trial of a
particular case, and its operation at
two places ata time.

Hasina was arrested on July 16
in connection with the case filed
with Gulshan Police Station on
June 13 by Azam | Chowdhury,
managing director of a power
company.

Her younger sister Sheikh
Rahana, who lives in London, and
detained cousin and former health
minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim
are the two other accused in the
case.

Trial of the case began on
December 3 at the makeshift
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court after the government in a
gazette notification allowed it on
"security ground”.

On the first day of trial, defence
lawyers challenged legality of the
government order for the trial
under special arrangements.

They decided to file the writ
petition with the HC saying the
government cannot issue :\'Uch an
order to a court when the judiciary
isseparated from the executive,

AL wings asked
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the local government polls, he said
adding that they expect the govern-
ment would show its commitment
towards holding a free and fair
election.

Sources said that the AL high-
upswould observe the government
action following their demands
and will then decide about their
nextcourse ofaction.

At the moment, many senior
leaders are against any kind of
agitation to press home their
demands fearing negative conse-
quences like that of the movements
in the past.

"What have we achieved after
five years' movements during the
four-party coalition government?”
a senior AL leader said adding, "If
we have to go for agitation, then we
will have to think about it very
carefully.”

Talking to The Daily Star, a
number of AL leaders said that the
release of Hasina before parlia-
mentary elections would be at the
top oftheiragenda nextyear,

The party is divided into two
groups over the issue, party insid-
erssaid.

While one group is for boycott-
ing election before Hasina's
release, the other [action think that
they would have to contest the
polls so that they can come to
power and get the party president
released.

The party high-ups, however,
will maintain a moderate position
regarding the issue as well as the
movement, sources added.

"Our main demand is holding of
a free and fair election. But to make
it so, Sheikh Hasina have to be
released.” AL Orpanising Secretary
Mahmudur Rahman Manna told
The Daily Star.

Al
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Int'l smuggling

FROM PAGE 1

Rapid Action Barttalion (Rab),
which plays a vital role in the inves-
tigation, focused on the suspects
for their probe.

Additional Director General of
Rab Colonel Gulzar Uddin Ahmed
told The Daily Star last evening,
"Our prime suspects now are the
15 arrested people. [tisimpossible
for the heist to have taken place
without them not noticing.”

"We are trying to recover the
stolen artefacts besides finding
outtheculprits,” Gulzar said.

Rab sources said none of them
yet confessed to them of having
any link to the heist but investiga-
tors discovered anomalies in the
statements of a number of
arrestees and initial investigation
is going ahead based on these.

Although the investigation is
still in its initial stage, the investi-
gators have made the primary
analysis of the whole situation.

An investigator seeking ano-
nymity said artefacts are not
common commercial commodi-
ties and the thieves cannot sell
them instantly and get benefit.
There has to be a number of peo-
Elebehindthetheftnml they must

ave links with groups involved in
smuggling artefacts.

He said a number of smuggler
roups exist at the airport.
nvestigators are trying to identify

such groups and determine

Turkey hits
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Inan earlier statement, the military
said it was hard to determine pre-
cisely how many rebels died in
recent attacks but put the figure in
the hundreds.

Officials in Iraq have claimed
civilians were killed in the attacks,
but the Turkish statement said any
reports of civilian casualties were a
fabrication and Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said civilians were not targeted.

"Air operations or ground oper-
ations we will do whatever neces-
sary within the limits of what inter-
national law allows us to do,”
Erdogan told legislators from his
ruling parr{lnn Tuesday. "Civilians
have never been our targets."

The US has been providing
imelliﬁence to Turkey on the
Kurdish rebels since a Nov. 5 meet-
ing between Erdogan and
President Bush, who said the rebel
group was an enemy of the US,
Turkeyand [racq,

A coordination center has been
setup inAnkarasoTurks, [ragisand
Americans can share information.
The Dec. 16 airstrike was due to
intelligence shared byWashington.

"The Kurdish leaders .. feel

shetrayed |
Itﬁhﬂn szﬁ{P . "There are discus-
sions now with the American side
to try to halt these operations. The
Americans are the only ones who
canhaltthem," Uthmansaid.

DU teachers
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Association (Duta) President
Sadrul Amin, Duta General
Secretary Anwar Fossain, Social
Science faculty Dean Prof Harun-
or-Rashid and Chairman of applied
physics department Neem Chandra
Bhowmik.

Over 40 people have been made
prosecution witnesses. Two
detained DU students--Din Islam
alias Angel and Rafiqul Islam Sujan-
-have already confessed to having
rolein torching the armyvehicle.

Angel, astudentofjournalism, in
his statement said Jahidul Islam
Biplob, Rafiqul Islam Sujan and
Babu were involved in the incidents
while Sujan, a student of Islamic
history, named Siraj, Mizan, Noor,
and Shahid.

Administrative Corporal Kamrul
Hasan of the Army Headquarters
filed the cases.

Quoting from case documents,
police said the army vehicle was
stuck ina traffic jam in front of Aziz
Supermarket on August 21. Besides
the uniformed driver, Rifat
Chowdhury, son of Lt Gen Jahangir
Alam Chowdhury, was in the car at
thattime.

Out of nowhere, 2 marauding
group of people attacked the carand
set fire to it. They also assaulted the
driverand caused obstructionto the
lawenforcersonduty.

the Amesicans® -

whether they were involved in the
heist, They are also trying to find
out if international smuggling
groupswere involved, hesais.

A Rab official said it would have
been difficult to carry the artefacts
by hand as they weigh 64kg. He
believed vehicle or vehicles were
used to make off with the
artefacts.

Sources said Gate-8, known as
the hanger gate, of the airport was
close to the crime scene.
According to the existing system,
officials on duty at the gate are
responsible for maintaining the
register of vehicles entering and
exiting through the gate. One Rab
official said they have primary
information that the register was
not being properly maintained.

"We have information that
some vehicles managed to use the
gate without being registered. So,
we are also taking a look into the
matter and trying to identify the
people responsible," said a Rab
official.

He said, "We will also try to find
out whether the vehicles that
entered without registration at
that time did it intentionally or
unintentionally. We observed that
the cargo handling area at ZIA is
not well protected. Earlier, we
alerted the civil aviation authority
several times about the grey areas
inthe securitysystem.”

"The existing system at the area
is complicated. So, investigators
need to understand the system
first, which is time-consuming,"
the Rab official said.

Although investigators are
considering the heist as a planned
one, they are not ruling out the
possibility of someone taking
advantage of an opportunity to
make off with the artefacts.

"Had somebody opportunisti-
callystole the artefacts, the person
must have had some knowledge
aboutthe valueand demandofthe
precious relics and had links with
networks dealing with such
things," saidaninvestigator.

Those who have been opposing
the decision of sending the
artefacts for exhibition at Guimet
Museum in France mightbeinitto
foil the government's move, said a
Rab official. "We are also examin-
ing'this possibility,” he said.

Amid tight security, two 1,500-
year-old rerracotta Vishnu statues
bound for an exhibition in Paris
were stolen from the custody of Air
France at Zia International Airport
(ZIA) between late Friday night
and Saturday noon.

Named "Vishnu" and "Bust of
Vishnu", the statues are from
Gupta era of the 17th century
Since being discovered in a dig at

Maha,sthangarh,w ,
been kept at the Nationa

Museum.

Despite protest from art con-
noisseurs, the government was
sending the statues along with 143
other artefacts to the Guimet
Museum in the French capital
under a deed signed with France.
In the first phase, it sent 42 relics
onDecember 1.

Tigers
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A decent performance in the
domestic circuit and his lone
Twenty20 international in South
Africa brought Zunaed to the
national fold and he top-scored
(83) for the Tigers in the first prac-
tice match in Hamilton against the
Northern Knights toearna place in
the side for the first match ahead of
veteran Javed.

Bangladesh lost two limited-
overs practice matches while the
other one was washed out, but
their four-wicket success in the
Twenty20 charity match has defi-
nitely boosted the confidence of
Mohammad Ashraful's boys to
make animpressionin the first QDI
on the tourdown under.

Bangladesh's only other success
against the Black Caps came when
the Tigers won a World Cup build-
up game in the West Indies by two
wickets but the overall record
speaks for New Zealand who have
wonall the previous eight ODIs.

Daniel Vettori's side, a difficult
one to beat at home, will try to put
behind their recent poor showings
during tours of South Africa and
Australia.

Over 200 Bangladeshi
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both sides have different views on
the matter," he added.

The envoy said there were about
350,000 Bangladeshi workers in
Malaysia, mainly engaged in the
plantation and manufacturing
sectors.

As Christians celebrated
Christmas, a charity group pro-
vided some chicken curry with rice
for the hungry and pale-looking
Muslim migrant workers.

Many of the poor migrants paid
thousands of dollars to agents 10
find them work in Malaysia where
they hoped to maké their fortunes.

One 28-year-old Bangladeshi
who gave his name as Hossain said
he came to MalaysiainSeptember.

"[ paid the agent 12,000 ringgit
(3,600 dollars) and [ sold my
father’s land and cows to gather the
money,” he told AFP.

"My agent got me a job with a
company that manufactured
computer hard discs, According to
the contract, [ should be paid 800
ringgit a month but they only gave
me 380 ringgit.

"When [ questioned them, they
threatened me and refused to give
me back my passport. All [ want
now is my passport and to find
another job. Fearing my safety, |
came to the embassy with 300

ringgit and now I don't have any-
thingleft,” he said.

Another worker, Nazir Hossain,
32, said he had been in Malaysia for
the past six months and was being
underpaid.

"I was working in a shipping
company but [ was not satisfied
with the treatment. [ was not paid
the right amount they promised.
Instead they gave me only 400 riggit
amonth.

Siddiq Miah, 42, gave a similar
tale.

"I paid the agent in Bangladesh
12,000 ringgit to arrange a job for
me, and he promised me a jobina
factory but when I came here they
refused to hire me on health
grounds," he said.

"My maother, wife and children
barely have enough to eat without
my salary. | want my agent to return
my passportso thatlcan go home,"
hesaid.

Malaysia, Southeast Asia's third
largest economy, has an estimated
2.6 million legal and illegal foreign
workers.

They are critical to the nation's
key manufacturing and agriculture
sectors, and many household rely
on foreign domestic workers
mainly from Indonesia,
Philippines and India.

Christmas
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Glittering stars were placed on the
roofs of many Christian houses,
symbolising the mythical star that
had guided the Magi, the three wise
men from east, to the newborn Jesus
in Bethlehem.

The Christians believe Jesus, son
of God, took birth as a man and
sacrificed his life for the salvation of
themankind.

Several sessions of special
prayers were held in the churches
on the Christmas Eve and yesterday
morning. Christmas carols, hymns
and other musical and entertain-
ment shows were also staged before
and after the prayersessions.

The Christians arranged feasts at
homes and hotels with scrumptious
Christmas cakes dominating the
courses to share the joy and happi-
ness of the holy festival with rela-
tives, friendsand neighbour.

The daywas anational holiday.

To ensure peaceful celebrationof
Christmas, security in the capital
and other places of the country was
beefed up with Rapid Action
Battalion (Rah) and police on alert
atdifferentstrategic points.

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel arranged
a Christmas bash for children at its
ballroom where the kids sang
Christmas carols with old Santa
ringing bells and doling out
Christmas gifts.

Fun activities and games like pin
the nose, chocolate writing,
Christmas maze, Christmas carol
musical chair and click with Santa
took place among merriment. An
attractive raffle drawwas held later.

The largest Mass was held at
Tejgaon Church in the capital. At
least 5,000 people joined the cere-
mony, Father Kamal Koraria of the
Christian Relations Centresaid.

Special Christmas prayers were
held at the St Mary's Cathedral in
Kakrial where verses from the holy
Bible were recited. At Ramna
Cathedral, Bishop Gomes led the
prayers withahuge congregation.

President lajuddin Ahmed
hosted a reception at Bangabhaban
for the members of the Christian
communityonthe occasion.

Suicide bombers
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scene reported that among those
killed was Haj Farhan al-
Baharzawi, the provincial head of
the Brigades of 20th Revolution, a
former Sunni insurgent group
turnedallyofthe US military.

A doctor from Baquba hospital
confirmed the casualties.

the funeral procession was mark-
ing the death of two members of
the Brigades of 20th Revolution
who were killed on Monday by the
USmilitary.

= "The two were killed by mistake
and the funeral was being held
today when the suicide bomber
attacked,” Sumaidaie said.

The latest bombings high-
lighted al-Qaeda's fight back
against the mushrooming number
ofgroups across Iraq thatoppose it.

Around 80,000 Sunni Arabs who
were former rebels and fought the
US military alongside al-Qaeda
have now turned on the Islamist
group in several volatile Sunni
regions of Iraq.

al-Qaeda in Iraq has vowed to
launch attacks against groups such
as Al-Sahwa -- or the Awakening --
in a bid to draw them back into the
anti-American insurgency.

The US military pays around
300 dollars to each member of
these Awakening councils, which
have been a key factor in reducing
violence across Iraq in the past few
months. - '

Insurgents have also stepped up
attacks in northern Iraq after being
pushed out of western and central
regions following a series of mili-
tary assaults.

US and [raqi forces are currently
involved in a massive military
sweep in the northern provinces of
Salaheddin -- which includes Baiji-
- Ninevehand Kirkuk.

Power shortfall
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Noorpur in Pabna said this season
he would have to spend Tk 12,000
to run diesel pumps for his two
hectares ofland.

Mohammed [smail, 38, son of
Mohammed Moslem Uddin of
Nazimpur under Nachal upazila of
Chapainawabganj said he would
have to spend Tk 8,250 per hectare
for irrigation with diesel run
pumps, He said if the electricity
supply was normal, he would be
abletodo the jobspending Tk 6,000
perhectare.

Masudul Hossain, son of late
Mohiuddin Ashraf of Baliadangi in
Dinajpur claimed he spent Tk
9,000-10,400 per 1.5 hectare last
year under government establish-
ment "Barindra Unnayan
Kartripakkha" which uses electric
pumps only. He apprehends he
would have to spend at least Tk
9,000 more per L5 hectare this
season to run diesel pumps. He
would not get back the deposit he
made to the establishment,
according to the terms and condi-
tions of the Barindra Unnayan
Kartripakkha.

Girl dies
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at the jute-mill colony on the occa-
sion of Eid-ul-Azha, said her
maternil uncle Abdur Rahim with
whomshe lived in Fatikchhari.

.. Baguba police Lieutenant
M@&Eﬁ-ﬂmaﬂdm«a sald
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New year braces
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towards the much-hyped party
reform, although indoor politics
has been allowed in the capital for
almost four months now.

The overwhelming majority of
them did not even apply to the
government yet seeking permis-
sions to hold national councils to
amend their constitutions and to
elect newleaderships.

Leaders of both BNP and AL,
who had been seemingly moving
heaven and earth screaming party
reforms at the top of their lungs,
apparently failed to gain the
required support for their moves,
leading astray the government's
apparent blessings for their
reform calisthenics.

Only the Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) on November
15 applied to the government for
permission to hold its national
congress to elect the party’s new
leadership for ensuring the prac-
tice of democracy within the
organisation.

Bur the caretaker government
has yet to give its approval for
holding the national congress,
prompting CPB leaders to ques-
tion the government's sincerity
for democratic practices within
political parties.

Officials of the home ministry
said they forwarded copies of the
application submitted by CPB to
the Office of the Chief Adviser and
to intelligence agencies con-
cerned, secking their opinions on
the matter.

If the government allows CPB
to hold its congress, the party will
have permission to hold meetings
across the country for taking
preparations forit.

Talking to The Daily Star yes-
terday CPB General Secretary
Mujahidul Islam Selim said they
had plans to complete electing
the smaller unit committees by
this month, upazila level confer-
ences by January, the district level
ones by February, and the
national congress in March.

"We have prepared the draft
documents for the congress, but
our leaders across the country are
not being able to discuss the
drafts in party forums due to the
restrictions on political activi-
ties,” Selim said adding that the
government's sincerity for ensur-
ing democratic practices within
political parties is being ques-
tioned due to its activities in the
name of bringing political
reforms. SR

"On the one hand, the govern-
ment is speaking for democracy
within the parties, while on the
other, it is not allowing us to con-
tinue democraltic practices within
CPB," healleged.

Selim also said CPB's national
congress was due in May this year,
but the party could not hold it due
to the state of emergency. Now,

- CPB wants to hold the congress to

continue the practice of democ-
racy within itself, he asserted.

The caretaker government
itself also did notinitiate any step
to bring political reforms, ratherit
ignored the political parties’
demand for opening a national
dialogue on the matter. [t however
detained a large number of politi-
cal bigwigs including two former
premiers, Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina, on charges of corruption,
to 'clean the field of politics'.

Political analysts observe a
tense relation between the non-
partisan caretaker government
and the political parties, which is
getting tenser fast, a relationship
that cannot be considered as
conducive to holding a free, fair
and credible election, by any
stretch of the imagination, let
alone restoring a stable demo-
cratic process.

About the statements of politi-
cal leaders threatening launching
of agitations, they said it will be
difficult for the political parties to
launch any agitation against the
current regime since the parties
are suffering acutely from alack of

Autorickshaw
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Khilgaon Police Station was found
lying unconscious atalane near his
residence at 8:30am. Locals took
him to the DMCH where the doc-
tors declared him dead.

One ofthe locals named Khokan
told reporters at the DMCH that a
gang of miscreants beat up Kamal
severely and fled the scene leaving
himunconscious.

Woman
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post-mortem report suggests that
she was murdered, the case will
automatically be reckoned to be a
murder case.

Sharmin's uncle Enamul Haque
told The Daily Star that the couple
had been married for nine years
with a seven-year-old son and a
four-year-old daughter.

"Since their marriage Tajul and
his parents, particularly his father
Afsar Uddin, often tortured
Sharmin for dowry,"” he said adding
that her father gave Tajul Tk 50,000
three months back, but the hus-
band and his parents put pressure
onher for anotherTk 1 lakh, result-
ingin Sunday night's brawl.

Enamul alleged that Tajul and
his parents hung her body from the
ceilingafter torturing her to death,

unity among themselves,

Besides, the situation is still
under control of the interim
administration, although the
people have been growing
increasingly annoyed with the
government's failure to curb the
skyrocketing prices of essentials.

So, everyvthing might not go as
smoothly as thought, with many
unexpected events poppingup in
the coming days, the analysts
observed.

The issue of party reforms has
been discussed since the declara-
tion of the state of emergency on
January 1l this year, gaining
momentum in June when now
expelled BNP secretary general
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan disclosed
to the public a set of reform pro-
posalsincluding one for removing
Khaleda Zia from the helm of the
party.

AL Presidium members Abdur
Razzak, Tofail Ahmed, and
Suranjit Sengupta also separately
made public their own reform
proposals including a proposal
for curtailing some arbitrary
powerofthe party chief.

Meanwhile, former premier
also AL President Sheikh Hasina
was detained on July 16, followed
by the arrest of another former
prime minister also BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia on
September 3.

Before their arrest, the chiefs of
BNP and AL tried hard to gather
support of respective grassroots
level leaders as the party high
commands had already been
divided over the issue of party
reforms. Moreover detentions of
Hasina and Khaleda followed by
the expulsion of Bhuiyan from
BNP changed the entire ball game
for the two most major parties of
the country.

BNP got divided over the issue
of party reforms in Octaber while
AL is still remaining united
despite rifts within itself over
running the party in absence of
Hasina.

Talking to The Daily Star yes-
terday AL Presidium Member
Suranjit Sengupta said the state of
emergency must be lifted by
January to ensure a free and fair
election. ;

About reforming the party, he
said the central committee will
decide the next course of actions
onthe matter. :

Leaders of Saifur-led BNP that
had earlier failed to bring reforms
to the party are now trying. to-
gather support from the grass-
roots level, discarding the reform
agenda for now.

"The unity of the party will get
top priority now, [ hope the party
will remain united in future too,"
Lt Gen (retd) Mahbubur Rahman,
a member of the BNP standing
committee who has been a com-
rade-in-arms of Mannan Bhuiyan
regarding party reforms, told The
Daily Star yesterday.

Jativa Party (Ershad) Presidium
Member GM Quader however
said the political scenario might
remain the same in the coming
days since none of the partiesisin
aposition to launch any agitation,
letalonerealising ademand.

"There is a lack of unity in the
parties and inter-party relations
are also not in a good shape," he
pointed out.

The political leaders however
observed that the country might
face another political crisis in the
coming days, which will be
impaossible to tackle without the
sacrificial tendencies of all quar-
ters.

Thaksin vows
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PPP leader Samak Sundaravej, who
is likely to be the next premier,
campaigned to bring Thaksin back
to Thailand and there has been
speculation a new PPP-led govern-
ment would lift the ban on his
involvementin politics.

Unofficial returns from
Sunday's election gave the PPP 232
of the 480 seats in parliament, just
short of the absolute majoricy
needed togovernalone.

Party leaders have been trying
to build a ruling coalidon with
smaller parties and bave confi-
dently predicted they will be form-
ing the next government,

"PPP needs to secure at least 280
seats to make a strong coalition
government,” said Ukrist
Pathmanand, a professor of politi-
cal science at Bangkok's
Chulalongkorn University.

Yongyut Tiyapairat, the party's
deputy leader, said Tuesday that a
PPP-led coalition would hold at
least 280 of the 480 seats in parlia-
ment, but declined to give further
details.

"Government stability is cru-
cial, and it's better that [ do not
disclose the name of parties until
the Election Commission com-
pletes its process," Yongyut told
reportersin Bangkok.

The Democrat Party, which
came in second with 165 scats, has
already refused to join a PPP-led
government. The remaining 83
seats were split among five smaller
parties.

The English-daily Bangkok Post,
quoting a PPP source, said Tuesday
the pro-Thaksin party had con-
vinced three parties -- Chart Thai,
Puea Pandin and Matchima Party -
- into helping it form a govern-
ment.



