Barrister Roushan
Ali passes away

] Barrister Md
| Roushan Ali, a
| senior advocate
“|of Bangladesh
Supreme Court,
passed away
| due to a cardiac
arrest in
Makkah while
performing hajj on last Friday at
theageof 76, says a pressrelease.

Born at Ullapara in Sirajganj
district, he was a follower of Islami
Sammyabad.

He left behind his wife, a son,
three daughters and a host of rela-
tives and admirers to mourn his
death.

He was laid to rest in Zannatul
Moalla in Makkah. His qulkhwani
will be held at his Segunbagicha
residence in the city after Asr
prayers [omaorrow.

His relatives and admires are
requested to attend the quikhwani
to pray for salvation of the
departed soul.

Imamul Islam Latifi
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Veteran journalist and freedom
fighter Imamul Islam Latifi passed
away due to aprolonged illness at his
village home at Mirersami in the
districtyesterday at the ageof68.

Latifi, former senior vice presi-
dent of Chittagong Press Club (CPC)
and general secretary of Chittagong
Union of Journalists (CUT), left two
sons, nine brothers, two sistersanda
hostofrelatives to mourn his death.

He was laid to eternal rest at his
family graveyard with state honour
after a namaz-e-janaza on Laitfa
Darbar Sharif prernises after Zohr
prayers.

In his 30-year career as a journal-
ist, he served different newspapers,
including Daily Gonokantha,
Bangladesh Observer, Daily
Deshbangla, Daily Janata and Weekly
Lokbarta.

CPC President Ali Abbas, its
General Secretary Ejaz Yusoofi, CUJ
President Shahid Ul Alam and
General Secretary Reaz Haider in a
joint statement condoled the death
of Latifi and prayed for the salvation
ofthe departed soul.

Nizam Uddin

Language Movement veteran and
freedom fighter Nizam Uddin
passed away at United Hospital in
the city on Monday nightat the age
of71, saysa press release.

Nizam, also a member of the
central committee of Workers Party
of Bangladesh and vice presidentof
“the: central committee of Jativa
“Sramik Federation Bangladesh,
was buried at his family graveyard
at Mandaritala village at Sitakunda
in Chittagong after Asr prayers
yesterday.

Workers Party President Rashed
Khan Menon and General
Secretary Bimol Biswas in a joint
statement yesterday expressed
deep shock at the death of Nizam
Uddin. They also consoled the

" bereaved family and prayed for the
salvation ofthe departed soul.

Jatiya Sramik Federation
Bangladesh and Bangladesh
Garment Sramik Karmachari
Federation ‘also expressed deep
shockathisdeath.

AlhnjMosuddar Ali
BSsS, Moulvibazar

Alhaj Mosuddar Ali, former teacher
of Moulvibazar Governiment High
School and district education
officer, died of old-age complica-
tions at his residence on Sunday at
theage of85.

Ali, a noted educartionist, hasleft
behind his wife, three sons, four
daughters and a host of relations
and admirersto mourn hisdeath.

He was buried at his family
graveyard at Balikandi village
under Sadar upazila after a namaz-
e-janaza at local government high
school's playground on Monday.

Death anniversary

: Today is the 2nd
death anniver-
sary of Hajl
Sahab Uddin,
says a press
release.

On this
occasion, a
milad mahfil
and a discussion will be held at his
residence at Road #8, House#16/A,
Banani in the city at 1:30pm tomor-
row.

Relatives and admirers are
requested to attend the
programme to pray for salvation of
the departed soul.

Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani of
Hosneara Khan,
wife of late
Abdul Qaiyum
Khan, former
district and
session's judge,
will be held at
j : House No 74,
Road 11/A at Dhanmondi in the
city after Maghrib prayers today,
saysa pressrelease.

Hosneara, elder daughter of
Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed,
passed away in the city on
Thursday atthe ageof85.

She left behind two sons, six
grandchildren and a host of rela-
tives and admirers to mourn her
death,

All have been requested to
attend the quikhwani and pray for
salvationofthe departed soul,
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Presidentlajuddin Ahmed exchanges greetings with the members of the Christian community at Bangabhaban in the
city yesterday on the occasion of Christmas.
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Uncertainty looms large
over Duta election

DU CORRESPONDENT

Uncertainty looms large over the
election of Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (Duta)
scheduled for December 31, as no
teachers agreed to act as election
commissioner,

Duta has so far requested several
teachers to conduct the election,
but all of them refused. Two of them
initially agreed but later declined to
actaselectionconmumissioner.

Sources said some members of
Duta executive committee at a
meeting proposed the names of
several teachers, including Prof
Imamul Haq, Prof ABM Faruque
and Prof Anwar Hossain, but the
committee did not approach them
to conduct the election to the
executive committee for 2008,

The Duta election has never
bheen deferred in the past.
According to the constitution of the

association, election of the execu-
tive comumittee for one-year term
must be held by December 31,

The election has become an
important issue in the wake of
arrest of four teachers and a num-
berofstudents.

Several teachers said that if the
election is not held on schedule,
the efforts to release the teachers
and students would be hampered.

Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique,
former president of Duta, said
there is a deliberate attempt to
delayholdingthe elections.

On November 24, the Duta
executive committee fixed
December 30 as the date for the
election, but the general members
had not been informed, he said,
adding that the election was later
rescheduled for December 31.

If the election is not held on
schedule, the association should
convene a general meeting to

decide whether the present com-
mittee will continue after the
expiry of its tenure or any ad hoc
committee will be formed for the
period up to the next election, he
said.

But the date of the general
meeting is yet to be fixed.

Duta Acting President Prof
Tazmeri SA [slam said they are now
thinking of convening a general
meeting to discuss the issue, as the

executive committee is yet to select -

anelection commissioner.

"“The next general meeting will
select an election comimnissioner.
But we cannot convene the meet-
ing due to Eid and winter vacation.
However, the general meeting must
be held before December 31," she
added.

She also denied the allegation
that pro-BNP and -Jamaat White
Panel does not want the election to
beheld onschedule.

UNB, Bagerhar

Bikalpa Dhara President AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury yesterday
urged all politicians to come for-
ward in aid of the Sidr-affected
people as the main objective of
politicsis to serve the people.

He was talking to newsmen on
return from some of the badly
affected areas.

The former president said his
party urged the government to
declare the calamity as a 'National
Disaster'.

He called upon the government
officials and employees to properly
utilise the money allotted for reha-
bilitation of the cyclone victimsina
planned way.

B Chowdhury also urged the
government to see that corruption

Come to aid of cyclone victims

Badruddoza urges politicians

does not creep into the rehabilita-
tion work that involved huge
money.

He advised the people in
cyclone-prone areas to store under
the earth some rice, pulse and dry
foods in their respective home
yards in the event of great danger
signal to meet the emergency.

BDB Secretary General Maj
{Retd) MA Mannan was present.

AFP, Moscow

Russian arms exports were worth a
record seven billion dollars (5.5
billion euros) this year, Russian

Quake shakes

- AFPsMoscour - .- £l

An earthquake measuring 4.9 on
the Richter scale shook Russia's
Kamtchatka peninsula on the
Pacific coast overnight Monday
without causing casualties or
damage, a news agency reparted.

The quake's epicentre was 205
kilometres (123 miles) northeast of
Petropavlovsk-Kamtchatski and
about 35 kilometres under the
ocean floor, a seismology official
was quoted as saying by the Ria-
Novostiagency.

Russian east coast

-

Record Russian arms
sales in 2007: Dy PM

Deputy Prime Minister Sergei Ivanov
said Monday.

"Since 2000 our arms exports
have nearly doubled and in 2006 we
hit the record sum of 6.5 billion
dollars. This year we have a good
chance of passing the seven-
billion-dollar mark,” the Ria
Novosti news agency quoted
Ivanov as saying.

© "These Tigures "confirm Rir'js'!n','i-

dominant position among arms
exporters,” [vanov said.

According to the head of the
federal service for military technical
cooperation, Mikhail Dmitriyev, the
biggest sellers during the year were
the Sukhoi and MG fighter jets, Mi
helicoptersand’1-90C tanks,

"The companies that produce the
5-300 and Pechora anti-aircraft
missiles have orders up to 2012
which indicates their popularity,”" he
said.

)

President of Zonta Club [V Dhaka Salma Masud hands over a cheque for Tk
ane lakh to Army Chief General Moeen U Ahmed for cyclone-affected people
recently. Zonta Club lll and IV also jointly gave 400 pieces of winter clothes.
Shamsey Choudhury of Zonta Club was also present.
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Dry weather likely

country during early morning

tomorrow.

Weather may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over the
country in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.
Light to moderate fog may occur over the river basins of the

slightly over the country, Met Office said.
Highest temperature 27.3 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
day at Cox's Bazar and lowest 10.0 degrees Celsius at Srimongal.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:19pm today and rises at 6:40am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
majorcities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
incelsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 25.0 13.4 92 79
Chittagong 255 15.8 42 70
Rajshahi 24.8 11,5 83 a3
Khulna 26.0 13.4 96 80
Barisal 2540 13.5 100 B9
Sylhet 26.3 14.3 76 73
Cox's Bazar 27.3 16,5 78 80

and night temperature may rise

Body of youth
burned after
murder

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An unidentified youth was mur-
dered by unknown assailants in the
cityinthe earlyhours of yesterday.

The criminals also burned the
body near Dania University College
at Jatrabari.

Police retrieved the body which
Svashanldly recognisable.

Locals informed the police of
the incident after finding the
charred hodyataround7:30am.

Police sent the body to Sir
Salimullah Medical College
morgue for autopsy.

They also seized a burnt-out bag
and some books from near the body.

Police suspect that the crimi-
nals brought the youth from other
place and slaughtered him there
sometime before5:00am.

They also burned the body so
thatnone can recognise him.

Jatrabari police filed a murder
case in thisconnection.

They could identify neither the
killers nor the victim and ascertain
the reason behind the gruesome
killingas of 6:00pim.

Uzbek hardline
leader re-elected
in landslide

AFP, Tashkent

Uzbekistan's President Islam
Karimov won another landslide
victory, election officials said
Monday, but former Soviet states
and Western observers were split
over whether the vote had been fair.

Karimov won a new seven-year
term with 88.1 percent of the vote in
Sunday's elections, the Central
Election Commission said, com-
pared with91 percentin 2000,

While Russia's President
Vliadimir Putin and the
Commonwealth of I[ndependent
States (CIS) welcomed the result,
the Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) said
it had not met democratic stan-
dards.

Karimov, who has led Uzbekistan
for 18 years, faced three opponents,
each of whom were credited with
three percent of the vote. The 69-
year-old leader had banned inde-
pendent media and political par-
ties.

Russian PresidentVladimir Putin
phoned Tashkent to congratulate
Karimov on his victory, said a state-
ment from the Kremlin,

The two men "greatly appreci-
ated the level of relations between
Russia and Uzbekistan and said
they were ready to resolve all ques-
tions inthe spiritof partnership.

The observer mission of the
Russian-dominated
Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS), which includes several
ex-Soviet countries criticised in the
West as authoritarian, offered its
ownendorsementearlier Monday.

"“The elections were a very
important factor in the further
democratisation of society in
Uzbekistan," the CIS mission head
Sergei Lebedev said, according to
Russian newsagency Interfax,

But the Vienna-based
Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
declined to give the Uzbekelection a
clean billofhealth,

PHOTO: STAR
Fifteen people detained in connection with the theft of two Vishnu statues are being produced in the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Courtin the city yesterday. (Story on Page 1)
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Anxious wife and a happy ending

FROM PAGE LG
September 15 by unidentifiedtarmed
militants. I : }

"After 81 days of my abduction, a
commander of the abductors came
totheroom, where [ waskeptcaptive,
on December 7. He hugged me and
said Iwas to be released immediately.
I couldn't believe him completely.
But when I saw that no arrangement
forcooking was made thateveningin
the mud hut, [ thought may be [
would really be released,” Noor tald
The Daily Star.

Instructed by theabductors, Noor
shaved his moustache and took a
shower. His captors then blindfolded
him tightly again. "Held by two
armed men, | walked for about an
hour and a half. As we stopped, they
took off the shawl I was wearing and
theblindfoldtoo.”

"Oneofthecaptorssaid: Go, there
is a car waiting for you. That was the
most dangerous moment for me
during the whole period of my cap-
tivity, because I was in between two
groups. I didn't know who were the
people waiting by the car and if they
were ready to shoot me dead. 1
walked fast for about 20 yards and
saw the silhouettes of four men with
guns on the horizon. It was 7:32pm
onmywatch. TheyputmeinanSUV.
As the thing began to roll, one of the
armed guys said they were security
personnel of the Afghan state. [ was
thensureofmy release.”

The Afghan security men took
Noor to the security chief of Logar
Province.

"Once 1 arrived in Logar, | prayed
to Allah expressing my gratitude and
phoned my wife. [ asked her to
inform peaple about my release. She
wats very happy, [ could feel her joy
over the phone. She asked me to say
41 rakats of naphal [optional]
prayers, and [keptherrequest.”

The next day, the security men
took Noor Islam to the chief of
Afghan security in Kabul, 65 miles
from Logar. "The security chief asked
me, to whom [ wanted to be handed

aver, [ said to Brac Afghanistan's

Country Director Gunendra Roy.
Gunendrada came after same time
and received me. [was sent home on
December 13," Noor said with an ear
to ear grin shining like the soothing
sunofthatwintermorning.

Noor's wife Anwara also told The
Daily Star about her .harrowing
uncertain days between the abduc-
tion and the release of her husband.
On September 16, the day after
Noor's abduction, a Brac official,
Abul Kalam Azad, called her on the
mobile phone from Jessore asking
her how she was doing and saying he
wanted tovisither.

"I was at my sister's in Faridpur
that day. [ immediately called my
sister-in-lawatmy in-law’s in Jamdia
asking her to take care of the oflicer
when he would visit. [ was however
thinking, there must have been
something wrong, because the
officer had never called me before,”
Anwarasaid.

Anwara then sent an SMS to Noor
Islam in Afghanistan, but there was
no reply. "I was sad, because he had
never been late in replying before. |
sent another message, but again
didn'tgetanyreply.”

Running out of patience, she
called Abul Kalam Azad asking him if
there was anything wrong. Azad said
her husband did net return to his
residence from his office in
Afghanistan the day hefore. "I don’t
even want to remember what hap-
pened next,” she paused for a long
time.

Brought back to the reality by
anotherquestion, Anwara, mother of
a five-year old boy Arian, went on
again, "I could neither eat nor sleep
since his abduction. Whenever Lried
to eat something, | fele like throwing
up. [ had to be under constant medi-
carion.”

“Isurvived amonthonlyonsaline
solution. Slowly, [ tried to become
stronger by praying. Aftera month of
the abduction, the wife of a Brac
official informed me that my hus-

« band was still alive and thag his pig-

ture had been shown on television. [
asked a journalist if that was true, he
collected the picture and gave it
me."

Soon, Anwara dived into the
efforts 1o release her husband. "I
went to Brac in Dhaka. Theysaid they
were trying. | went to the foreign
ministry seeking their help. The
foreign adviser said he was wying
hard for my husband's release. [ said,
please try again, bring back my
husbanc.”

Once a Brac official phoned her
saying that the foreign minister of
Afghanistan asked them to assure
her that her husband would return
home soon. A cabinet minister of
that country also made a similar
assurance, Anwara said adding, "l
thenbecamehopeful ofhisreturn.”

Anwara said during the three-
month of her husband’s captivity in
the hands of unknown Afghan mili-
tants, there were always people

-around her to take care of her and her

son. "l am usually very caring of my
son, as he is a bit autistic, but during
thattime [ didn’teven feel like taking
care of him. | became completely
numb, devoid of any aspiration to
live. [ was praying to Allah for my
death before hearing anymore bad
newsaboutmyhusband,” shesaid.

Finally on December 7 when
Anwara received a phone call from
Noor Islam saying that he had been
released, she first could not even
trust her own ears and then was
swooned.

"Nothing had ever been more
joyous than that piece of news”
Anwara said adding, "l want to start
everything anew. [ have been
reborn.”

Noor Islam said the f[oreign
adviser called him after he had
arrived home and told him, "You
have a very good person for a wile!
You are lucky! You should give her
special thanks.” Noor replied, "l
alreadyhave.”

PHOTO: 5TAR

Meritorious students of Louhajang upazila in Munshigan] pose for photograph with Indian High Commissioner Pinak
Ranjan Chakravarty ata prize giving ceremony at Louhajang College yesterday. (Story on Page 3)
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Taslima welcome
in Bengal but
Centre must

ensure security
Says Jyoti Basu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA, Kolkata

Towing a slightly different line, Marxist
patriarch Jyoti Basu on Tuesday said
controversial Bangladeshi writer
‘Taslima Nasreen can return here if she
chooses to, but the Centre will have to
ensure hersecurity.

"If she wants to return to Kolkata or
elsewhere in West Bengal, she is wel-
come. But the Centre will have 0
ensure her security,” he told reporters
after a felicitation programme at his
SaltLakeresidence,

This is the first CPI(M) leader 10
speak in sympathetic tone for the
exiled writer ever since trouble broke
out in Kolkata last month over her
writings with a number of leaders
havingadopedarmthercoldattitudeon
herremmitothecity.

Recalling that he had met Nasreen
earlier on several occasions, Basu said,
"I read in the newspapers that she is
verydisappointed abouthavingtostay
outside Kolkata, Now let us see what
theCentresays.”

Stating that he had read Nasreen's
baook Dwikhondito, which sparked off
violence in the city last month, the
formerWest Bengal chiefminister said,
"The state government has already
banned the book. Whatshe haswritten
there about the Prophet Mohammad
and the Koran cannot be accepted by
anyMuslim,”

Basu, however, was also critical of
those who indulged in the violence last
month after which she was whisked
away (o Jaipur, the Rajsthan House in
Delhi and then to an undisclosed
locationinthe national capital.

"Those who indulge in such vio-

Aencethink chat they wilk becloset o

Godliftheykill people,” he said.
Lauding External Atfairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee for his staterment in
Parliament on the Taslima Nasreen
issue, he said, "the BExternal Affairs
Minister has givenagoodspeeth.”

Afghan cuts off |
wife's nose, ear

AFP, Kandahar

An Afghan woman is in hospital
after her nose and an ear were cut
off, allegedly by her husband,
police andadoctor said yesterday.

The woman was brought to
haspital in the southern province
of Zabul last week by her brother, a
doctor at the main hospital in the
townof Qalat said.

"We received a patient with acut
nose and ear,” Mohammad Salem
told AFL.

Zabul provincial police chief
General Mohammad Yaqub Khan
said hedid notknowwhatled to the
attack.

"We don't know much about
their fight but the husband did cut
the nose and one ear of his wife.
She's in the hospital now and we're
searching for her husband, who
has escaped,” he said.

Afghan media said the woman,
reportedly aged abourt 17, was also
beaten, her head shaved and her
teeth broken by the same man.
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Scholarship

distribution

Bangladesh Scholarship Council
(BSC) arganises its 13th Scholarship
Distribution Ceramony 2007. Venue:
Nalional Museum auditorium. Time:
4:00pm.

Citizen's meeting

Gana Forum organises a cltizen's
meeting titled 'National unity in facing
national challenge’. Venue:
Engineers' Inslitute auditorium, Time:
3.00pm.

Discussion

Maticnal Democratic Party will hald a
discussion on the occasion af the
Victory Day. Venue: Mational Press
Club. Time: 3.00pm.

DAM discussion

Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) will
hald a discussion to mark the 134th
birth anniversary of Khan Bahadur
Ahsanullah. Venue: Bangladesh
Krishi Bank Training Inslitute
auditonum, Time; 3:30pm.

Exhibition

A six-day art exhibition titled ‘Paint of
rejuvenation’ by seven artists af
Space Visual will begin. Venue
Bengal Gallary of Fine Arts. Time:
5.00pm.




