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Hunt on, yet no trace
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oftheartefacts until the stolenidols
areretrieved.

Despite protests from citizens
anc art eonnoisseurs, it was sending
the stafues along with 143 other
artefacts to the Guimet Museum in
Paris under an agreement signed
with France. Forty-two relics have
already been shipped to the French
capital.

Education and Cultural Affairs
Adviser Ayub Quadri yesterday said,
"I thinkweshould notsend the rest of
the artefacts before resolving the
theftcase.”

Talking to The Daily Star the same
day, a number of incumbent and
former government officials said it is
not possible to make off with the
relics weighing 64 kilograms without
connivance of those working in the
area.

Civil aviation officials and cargo
terminal staff said the statues,
sculpted around 1,500 years ago,
were stolen sometime between
10:00pm Friday and 12 noon
Saturday.

Staffers from Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB),
Biman Bangladesh Airlines, cus-
toms, Ansar, armed police battalion,
air force, police, and intelligence
officials were working in the area
duringthattime,

Besides, Air France, Voyager
Airlines, Homebound Courier
Services and the French embassy
personnelwere present.

“Nobody even from those agen-
cies. can get into the area beyond
airside cargo check-in without secu-
rity passes,” said Khurshed Alam
Sarkar, adeputydirector of CAAB,

An official seeking anonymity
told The Daily Star last night, “Who-
ever hasstolen the statues must have
had help from the ones working in
the area between the cargo terminal
and the aircraft.”

ASM Shahjahan, former adviser
to caretaker government and an ex-
IGP said it is not possible for an
otitsider to go there and pull off such
adaring theft. Officials presentin the

area are very likely to have a role in
theincident.

“An organised group did this
according to a plot. The investigators
should work to unmask the master-
mind behind the heist,” headded.

During a visit to the cargo village
and runway dt the ZIA yesterday, The
Daily Star correspondents found
around 100 people working there.

Most of those queried said they
did not know anything about the
incident as they were not on duty
duringthat time,

Meanwhile, sources close to the
investigation said the customs com-
pleted checking of the artefacts at
10:00pm Friday and handed those
over to Air France. They have the
video footage oftheentire checking,

The relics had been carried
beyond the airside checlk-in in trol-
leys of Homebound, the shipper
agent hired by the France govern-
ment, With the help of Voyager
Airlines, the company that conducts
loading and unloading, the Air
France completed placing the
artefacts on the pallets at around
3:30am Saturday and ferried those to
theaircraftataround 12:00pm.

"So we assume the theft took
place in between 10:00pm Friday to

12:00 noon on Saturday,” said one of
those involved in investigation of the
heist.

Police sources said an official of
the cultural affairs ministry had
requested the police forces to leave
the cargo village area at around
2:00am, saying no more security
escortwasneeded.

Meanwhile, a number of promi-
nent citizens yesterday lodged a
complaint with the Anti-
corruption Commission and with
the chairman of the National Board
of Revenue, citing major irregulari-
ties in shipping the artefacts to
France. =

Shamsul Wares, Shishir
Bhattacharjee, Prof Serajul Islam
Chowdhury, Vaskar Rasa, Prof
Rehnuma Ahmed, and Nisar
Hossain are among the signatories
to the complaint.

Xmas today
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Jesus Christ.

It is the most important festival
forall the Christians ofthe world.

On the eve of the occasion, the
¢ hristian community of the country
has urged all to lend a hand to the
victims of Cyclone Sidr and this
weir'sbacle-to-back looding.

According to Christian beliefs,
tiod entéred the world of men
through his son, Jesus Christ, on this

“ Itis also a celebration of rebirth,
new heginnings, forgiveness and
peace as a new year approaches. It is
a time for the Christians to renew
their relationship with God and with
their fellowhumanbeings.

Thedayisa publicholiday.

The celebrations of the festival
starts on the Christmas Eve with
slnging carals in public spaces like
lobbies, restaurants and lounges.

Special prayers will be held at
churches, : .

The churches and adjoining
grounds will be decked out with
colourful tiny blinking lights and
illuminated Christmas trees will be
placed with a star standing right on
top. Besides, Santa Claus will hand
out Christmas presents to the chil-
dren, family gatherings will take
place and Christmas Day feasts will
be held.

Members of police and Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) will remain on
guard at the churches across the
country. In a press release yesterday,
Rab said that stringent security
meastures have been taken up appre-
hending subversive activities on the
Christmas day by some vested quar-
ters.

A number of organisations, indi-
viduals and Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka
Sheratonand TheWestin Dhaka have
arranged parties featuring Christmas
carols, games and dance shows,

In sepamate messages yesterday,
President [ajuddin Ahmed and Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed greeted

Fakhruddin
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went to Madina to offer ziarat at the
holy Rawja Mubarak of Prophet
Hazrat Mohammad (SM) and
affered prayers at Masjid-e-Nabobi.
On December 20, the CA
exchanged greetings with Saudi King
Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz at a recep-
tion the king hosted for the heads of
state and government of different
countrieswho performed hajj.

Biman starts
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facing trouble in carrying out the
pilgrimage including problems in
procuring the holy water of
Zamzam well. :

Religious Affairs Secretary
Mohammad Ataur Rahman
received the returnee hajis at ZIA.

Biman will operate B4 moare
dedicated return hajj flights until
January 25, 2008 bringing 35,473
Bangladeshihajishome,

The same number of pilgrims
traveled with Biman to Saudi
Arabia to perform the hajj. Some
10,000 pilgrims availed the services
from Saudia, bringing the total
number of Bangladeshi hajj pil-
grims this year to 45,407 including
5,572 ballottee hajis, who per-
formed the hajj under the manage-
mentofBangladesh government.

The first flight of about 543
ballotee hajis is scheduled to arrive
it 1o:35am today, thesources said.

Boeing 747s and DC 10s are
flying the hajis home.

Operations of the hajj flights

_beganonNovember 12,

the Christian community on the
occasion.

The president in his message saic
the ideals of Jesus Christ of human
welfare and glory of sacrifice have
inspired people to follow the path of
truth, wellare and peace,

Appreciating the contribution of
the Christian community to educa-
tion and social development, he
hoped that concerted efforts by all
the communities will continue for

s sbailkling a-happy and prosperous

Bangladesh. ¢

In his message, the chief adviser
said the teaching and ideals of Jesus
Christ can show a bright path of
peace in today's unstable world.

"All of us would have to be careful
in maintaining the glorious history of
communal harmonyin the country. [
hope the contribution of Christian
community as well as other commu-
nities will be strengthened in future,”
hesaid.

Greeting all on the occasion,
Archbishop Poulinus Costa, head of
the Christian community in the
country, urged people to extend help
to the Sidr victims "who are passing
inhuman lives out in the winter
withoutfoodand clothes.”

"It is not that we'll only do merri-
ment during Christ's birthday cele-
bration. We've some duties too,” he
said reminding all the sufferings of
the victims of the Sidr and this year's
floods.

Bangladesh Christian
Association, Bangladesh Hindu-
Buddhist-Christian Oikya Parishad
and Bangladesh Chhatra Jubo Oikya
Parishad also greeted the country-
menon theoccasion.

Greeting the Christian commu-
nity, political parties including
Awami League, BNP and Bangladesh
Workers' Party hoped peace and
happiness will be established across
the globe following the ideals of
Jesus Christ.

Cold wave
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Rajshahi, Chapainawabganj,
Pabna, Lalmonirhat, Kurigram,
Nilphamari, Gaibandha, Joypurhat,
Bogra, Rangpur, Naogaon and
Natore are suffering badly as the
cold spell has been lashing the
region for thelast few days.

Sirajganj Deputy Commissioner
Ibrahim Khalil said they have
started distributing warm clothes
among the destitute.

Meanwhile, road and river com-
munications between Dhakaand 16
south and south-western districts
remained snapped for hours yester-
day as ferry and launch movement
on Paturia-Daulatdia channel was
suspended for seven hours due to
dense fog, reports our Manikganj
correspondent.

Hundreds of vehicles got
stranded at both Paturia and
Daulatdia ferry terminals causing
chaos among thousands of passen-
gers.

Bangladesh [nland Water
Transport Corporation (BIWTC)
Assistant General Manager Bidyut
Kiimar Saha told The Daily Star that
the service was suspended twice
from 11:30pm to 2:00 am and
3:30am to B:00am.

About 100 people suffering from
cold related diseases have been
admitted to different hospitals in
Nilphamari, reports our Nilphamari
correspondent.

Some of them are in a critical
condition, sources said.

District Relief Office sources said
apart from warm clothes about 1200
blankets would be distributed
amongthe destitute,

NRBs
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four categories, one each for local
and non-resident Bangladeshis
(NRB).

The recipients are: in Arts and
Culture, NRB artist Monirul Islam
and singer Kalim Sharafi, in
Science, Technology and
Innovation, Grameenphone co-
founder I[gbal Z Quadir and local
rice researcher and farmer

Haripada Kapali,'in Health and.

Medicine, Europe-based cancer
specialist ABM Fazlul Karim and
MR Khan and in Education and
Research NRB economist Fazle
Hussain and Chittagong University
economist Jamal Nazrul Islam.

The arts and culture award has
been named after renowned artist
Joynul Abedin, while the science
and technology award is named
after eminent architect FR Khan,
the health award after national
professor and renowned physician
M Ibrahim, and the education and
research award is named in honour
of scientist and noted educationist
Qudrat-e Khuda,

Eminent jurist and politician Dr
Kamal Hossain, a senior adviser to
the organisers, told the briefing
that there needs to be sincere
formulation of a policy for NRB
participation in Bangladesh, as
they bring in the most foreign
currency for the country.

"Better educational institutions
and improved environment for
research are required to induce
non-resident Bangladeshis to
come back to the country,” Dr
Kamal said adding that a large
number of expatriates have shown
interest in returning if the condi-
tionsimprove.

It is about time that the NRBs
are recognised and honoured for
their work abroad and their contri-
bution to Bangladesh, he added.

North South University Vice
Chancellor Hafiz GA Siddiqi told
the press that NRB scholars could
help improve the conditions by
teaching here or help Bangladeshi
students obtain scholarships in
foreign universities.

"We invite talented teachers to
come back and take some classes
here or take students over for
scholarships," he added.

Polls to 4 city
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(lifting of emergency) for holding
thelacalbodyelections.

Sakhawat said this when the
reporters asked about Adviser
Mainul Hosein's Sunday's remarks
that the caretaker government will
discuss lifting of the state of emer-
gencyifthe EC asks forit.

"We don't want to call it state of
emergency... We'll request the
government, when it deems neces-
sary, to create a suitable atmo-

sphere for - facilitating the local

bodyelections," hesaid.

About the delay in holding the
local body election he said, "We
were always determined to hold
city corporation elections in March
(2008). But due to Sidr, the SSC
examinations have been deferred
to March 27. So, our schedule has
also been delayed naturally,"
Sakhawat told thejournalists.

He was briefing the newsmen
after visiting voter-listing centres at
Kakoli High School and Dhanmondi
Govt Girls' High School.

"Election to Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) won't be possi-
ble in April. We'll hold it sepa-
rately," Sakhawat said when asked
if the EC would also hold the DCC
electioninApril.

The tenure of DCC expired on
May 14 this year, but the field- level
task of its voter listing is still going
on while the voter listing of RCC,
KCC, SCC and BCC is almost at the
finalstage.

Meanwhile, 1.74 crore voters
have been registered across the
countryasofDecember 19,

Nepal set
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be eliminated once a special assem-
bly charged with ting the con-
stitution is elected. The vote had
been delayed indefinitely by the
Maoists' withdrawal from the gov-
ernment, and officials now say they
wanttoholditin the firsthalfof2008.

"Now there is nothing else there
needs to be done," Prachanda, the
Maoist leader, who uses only one
name, told reporters. "There is no
monarchyleftin the country."

The current monarch, King
Gyanendra, heads a dynasty that
dates to 1769, when a regional ruler
led an army down from the hills and
conquered the ancient city of

Katmandu. He established a line of’

kings that have been traditionally
considered reincarnations of the
Hindu god Vishnu, to be venerated
by their subjects, over whom they
once held nearly absolute sway.

In the centuries since, that was
often the case in Nepal, a near-feudal
wonderland for hash-smoking
hippies and mountain climbers
looking to scale Himalayan peaks,
such asMount Everest.

But Gyanendra, the 12th Shah
dynasty monarch, has never enjoyed
the popularity of his predecessors
and Sunday's deal to eliminate the
throne was received largely with
indifference in Katmandu.

"Before kings were part of peo-
ple's heart,”" said Mata Pasad Risal,
60, a retired government official.
"Now people have turned against
him. The king has lost his position
and popularity; it will be best for him
tnle:welheg' ace."

Gyanendra came to the throne in
2001 aftera palace massacre inwhich
the crown prince is accused of gun-
ning down Gyanendra's older
brother, the late King Birendra, and
much of the royal family and then
killing himself. The murders helped
pierce the mystique surrounding
Nepal's royalty.

Four years later, Gyanendra
dismissed Nepal's parliament and
seized total power, saying he would
bring order to a chaotic political
scene ad quell the Maoist insur-

gency.
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Education still
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failed the projects and educational
programmes taken by the govern-
ment and around 400 NGOs, experts
say.

Moreover, international policies
including the UN convention signed
over the last 50 years by the govern-
ment have also yielded little result,
lhexubsewe.

It's true that primary education
couldn't be ensured for the disabled.
But recently we have initiated some
measures that would ensure their
education,” says MA Hye Howlader,
social welfurd secretary and vice-
president of the national coordina-
tioncommittee for thedisabled.

"I hope the scenario will change
in the next couple ol years as we have
included ministries concerned in the
latest action plan. If the next govern-
ments munitormesteEs thescenario
issturetochangesoon,” headds.

Butin manyofthe developed and
even developing countries educa-
tion programmes now include
restructured curriculum, modified
examination systems, and other
necessary facilities like free books,
uniforms, transport and technical
supports.

esides, the governments also
secure employment and rehabilita-
tion for the disabled in both private
and publicsector.

In Bangladesh, such asituation is
still a far cry. But the disabled here
havenotlosthopes oryielded tolife's
struggle,

nly this year, disabled athletes
from Bangladesh have won 15 gold
medals in the Special Olympics
World Summer Games against all
odds.

Since 1995 Bangladesh have been
gm’ﬁcipﬂﬁngiﬂ the Special Olympics

ummer Games and have bagged 37
gold, 22 silver and 19 bronze medals
inthelastthree meets.

"[f the disabled are provided with
education and necessary facilities
and technical support they can work
like a normal person and their per-
formance in service is satisfactory,”
says Hye Howlader.

He adds that they have recently
managed jobs for 70 people in
Gazipuras amove to enstire employ-
mentofthedisabled.

A study says around 1.6 million
disabled children await admission to
schools at a time, while the govern-
mentis able to teach only 1,335in 78
institutionsacross the country.

The government doesn’t even
know the actual number of the dis-
abled in the country. Censuses by
non-government organisations,
however, claim 10 percent of the
populationaredisabled.

The government provides B0
percent of the budget of SWID, an
NGO that provides education facili-
ties to around 7,500 intellectually
disabled people in 46 educational
institutions. However, the benefited

A USAID report on "assessment
of educational needs of disabled
children in Bangladesh®, however,
claims only 1,500 out of 2.6 million
disabled chﬂ(ciimn are under the

vernmenteducation programrme.
& Around 10,000 to 15?[]{10 children
are under ftl‘ua eddur:r:\;cijoon
programmes of around 400 NGOs,
thereportadds.

The government does not have a
monito system for the activities
of the Nﬂgs and the funds they are
receivinginthisregard.

Of the 78 institutions, 69 are for
children with blindness under 'Inte-
grated Education Programme' and

'Special Schoaols for Blind', seven for
hearing and speech disabled chil-
dren, one for intellectually disabled,
and only one for providing training,
employment, and for rehabilitation.

The schools for the children with
hearing and speech disability and for
the intellectually disabled students
hardly have adequate facilities
including necessary technical equip-
ment, qualified teachersand instruc-
tors,

Moreover, the government can
only ensure special facilities to
around 600 disabled children in 13
institutions.

It has a sihgle training centre (o
train up 25 teachers for the disabled,
while two other NGOs including one
in SWID also have separate training
centres.

The Tk 5,000-crore programmse
taken under the Primary Fducation
Programme-2 (PedP) in 2002 has
turned out to be unsuccessful as the
government succeeded to bring only
ahandful ofdisabled underit.

But the programme pledﬁed o
ensure children's rights including
primaryeducation.

The PedP-1 was not successful
either due ro lack of coordination
and consensus among the donors
over the focal point of the
Programime.

But in many developed and
developing countries includin
India, ?ocomuliun disabled an
mildly disabled children have access
toanintegrated educationin general
schools.

Moreover, severely disabled
children have access to special edu-
cation arrangement. And with uni-
versalised com?ulsory schooling,
general education systems have
massively expanded and special
education developedapace,

Many of these countries under
their education programmes pro-
vide part-time classes, non-formal
education, education through open
schools, universities for children
with special needs, restructured
curriculum, a modified examination
system as well as scholarship for the
benefitofthese children, counsellin,
for parents, allowances forbooks an
stationery, uniforms, transport,
readers and escorts, residence facili-
tiesand otherassistingdevices.

As aresult, about95 percentofthe
disabled students in the United
Statesattend to general schools.

"Babuused to bite people coming
close to him or shout loudly or hurt
himself. He liked to spend times in
solitary environment. But he has
changed after we took him to a
school. He can now talk, count and
even identify friends,” says Yeasmin,
mother of Akib, a mentally disabled
child.

"Hwe don't take him to school for
one week he becomes the same
person he wasearlier,” she adds.

“For ensuring quality education a

faround Allakh S somiperent. sadesgnsitise|

policymaking body 18 required in
national level," says Sabbir Bin
Shams, executive director of
Advancing Public Interest Trust.

"The people working in national
level have hardly any idea about the
issue of disability while the govern-
ment's policies don't seem to have
been taken considering fundamen-
tal rights and needs of tﬁme people,”
Shams adds.

"Bven if education is ensured to
the disabled under the existing
currictthum, which has little applica-
tion, the disabled would hardly be
able to bring any change to their life
or make themselves self-
dependent.”

Fifty days in cave
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there on September 15 this year, said
he was never allowed to come out of
the caveduring the day, noteven togo
to the toilet. The abductors told him
in no uncertain words that he would
have to go inside the cave, even if he
died. :

Encircled by a several dozens of
enthusiastic villagers in the yard ofhis
village home in Bangladesh, Noor
Islam told The Daily Star, "I would
hear sounds of helicopters patrolling,
most probably US military helicop-
ters, butIcould neversee those.”

Afew days into the abduction, the
abductors said he would have to meet
their commander, Abdullah. They
then untied his hands and legs and
took the blindfold off, butputapoton
his head wrapped with a cloth like a
hard hat, s0 he could look only down-
ward and see only a step ahead
through the opening while walking
outofthecave.

"Two people held my hands and
took me to their commander. I shook
his hand which feltverystrong,” Noor
said addingthathe wasthenimmedi-
ately put back in the cave with his
hands and legs tied again accompa-
niedwith the dreaded blindfold.

" told them [ am a Muslim and in
Afghanistan not to fight, but to pro-
maote micro-finance for the develop-
ment of the people. When [ said my
father's name is Abdul Gafur Mollah,
they said: oh' you are a
mallah...good!

Six days into the abduction, a
commander type man informed Noor
that he could return home, but there
was no follow up on the hope the next
day Noorfellinto despairagain,

"I used to get very nervous in the
evenings. At night they used to hold
meetings, but I could never under-
stand what they were discussing. I
was very afraid. Every night [ thought
they would kill me. Sometimes [ felt
like a chicken ina coop. Whenever the
abductors would leave the cave at
night, lwould pray."

On the 12& tf;y into the abdue-
tion, Noor's abductors brought him
outside again, asking him to repeat
after them some Poshtuwords. "[was
50 afraid that [ started to pray aloud,
instead of pronouncing the Poshtu
words. They were very angry. Then [
somehow managed to pronounce
the words. They then again put me
back in the cave. Later, [ was tald that
im::ﬁes of me uttering the Poshtu
words had been broadcasted in the
media."

Heused to get large bread and suji
Ta kind of vatmeal preparation| as

meals twiceaday. "But, canamaneat
when horror is the name of the day?"
Noorasked.

During his captive days in caves,
Noor could not distinguish nights
from days as he was blindfolded all
the time, except on the occasions of
meeting the commander of the
abductors, Heused to sense the hour.
bythe prayertimes. :

After a month and 20 days, one
evening the abductors told Noor that
they would free him. It was early
Novermnber when they brought him
outofthe cave again and asked himto
getonadonkey:

"I never rode a donkey before.
Sometimes on the donkey and some-
times on feet, we traveled for nearly
four and a half hours, Rocky and
rough paths were very difficult to
raverse. It was also very cold. We
finally arrived at a mud hut, which I
assumed to be on the west of the
cave [ had been in, because I could
see the moon on the horizon
towards which we had been mov-
ing," Noor said.

In the mud hut which was fenced
by a wall all around, the abductors
gave Noor a set of clothes and the
much awaited opportunity for a
bath, for the first time since the
ahduction. Noor said in the hut his
hands and legs would stay untied
during the day and the blindfold
wmdf stay off, but whenever they
would interview him they would put
the blindfold on. His hands and legs
werealso tied atnight.

"Whenever [ asked why had they
abducted me, they would say: There
are problems. Negotiations are on.
Once the problems are solved, you
will be released. [ didn't know what
the problems were," he said adding,
"By that time, the abductors had
allowed me to talk to Brac
Afghanistan's Country Director
Gunendra Roy on their mobile
phone, but [ was not allowed to talk in
Banglaor English, They would dictate
to me words that [ would have to
repeat. [ repeatedly requested them
to allow me (o speak in Bangla, but
they didn't allow. They also had a
strongdislike for English.”

Asked about the telephone dis-
cussion with his boss, Noor said, "I
told him that I was alive. Please try to
get me released. The adductors
would take away the mobile phone
and stop me. Later, when | spoke to
Gunendraagain fromthe mud house,
he said they were trying to get me
released, he asked me to be patient
and to pray to Allah. | regained hnpu
while prayerswere myonly respite.”

Amini
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Hossain, Khaled Mosharraf,
Shafiqur Rahman, Mizanur
Rahman and Saiful Islam.

Of the accused, Amini and six
others were granted bail by the
High Court on March 11 while
Mizan and Saiful have been
absconding.

The [0 prayed for issuing arrest
warrant against them and an order
to attach their properties. He also
dropped the names of 13 other
accused from the charge sheet, as
their involvement in the incident
was not found.

Moulavi Rashid Ahmed filed the
case against Amini and 21 others
on February 27 for looting valu-
ables worth about Tk 30 lakh from
his house at Barakatra in the capital
onjuned, 2003,

Teachers' Release
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Quadri to the Duta leaders that the
teachers and students would be
released within 15 days that
expired on December 23.

But the teachers are unlikely to
be released soon as the hearing of
a case against them was yesterday
deferred to December31.

Arefin Siddique said, "The
government has lost its credibility
and acceptability to hundreds of
thousands of teachers and stu-
dents throughout the country by
not respecting its own commit-
ment."

He said all the DU teachers and
students are now in deep frustra-
tion for such an incident. "The
outcome of frustration is never
good for the country,” Arefin said.

About the role of the DU vice
chancellor (VC), the Duta leader
said the VC has repeatedly assured
them that the government would
release the teachers soon. "But
we're not seeing reflection of the
assurances,”

Arefin said they are still hopeful
about the release of the teachers
and students. "We want a conge-
nial atmosphere at the country's
publie universities.”

Duta acting President Prof
Tajmeri S Islam said, "I and my
colleagues have become
extremely disappointed by gov-
ernment's behaviour."

She said the government had
told the Duta leaders that the
detained teachers and students
would be released through a "re-
spectful and acceptable” process.

"But nowI'm in confusion what
the government actually wants ta
say by using such words--
respectful and acceptable,”
Tajmeri said.

She said the teachers' associa-
tion will call a meeting very soon
to take further steps seeking
release of the DU teachers and
students.

Says Mainul
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and decide financial penalties
instead of sending them to jail.
the issue has already generated
public debate.

"There are differences of opin-
ion, which is not right. [t is creat-
ing confusion to some extent,”
Mainul said.

He brushed aside any uncer-
tainty regarding the formation of
the commission due to the confu-
sion.

He said at first the government
was considering forming the
commission anly for business-
men so that the complaints
against the businessmen could
be dealt with quickly and they
could go on with their businesses
and continue their economic
activities.

But many people and the
media raised question as to why
only the businessmen would
have access to commission, why
not the politicians, he said adding
that the government has decided
to allow the politicians have
access to the commission.

The government wants (o
repatriate the sum of money that
have been siphoned off abroad.
The Truth Commission is needed
to make that happen, said the
adviser.

The draft proposal for estab-
lishing the commission has yet to
reach the law ministry, he said.

Quadri accepts
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went missing while in the custody
of Air France sometime between
10:00pm Friday and 12 noon on
Saturday.

The adviser said the govern-
ment's main concern now is to
retrieve the stolen idols and detect
the persons involved in the theft.

Queried if the remainder of the
relics would still be sent to Paris for
display at Guimet Museum, he
said, "My view is that it will not be
right to send those before the
matter [missing of the Vishnu
statues] is resolved.”

He said the decision would be
taken at the government level.

Asked why the artefacts were
being sent despite protests from
eminent citizens and art connois-
seurs, Quadri said there was oppo-
sition against sending of the age-
old objects on apprehension that
those might not be returned. But
there was no fear that those might
go missing here in Bangladesh.
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Pro-Thaksin party
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The PPP'sclosest rival, the Democrat
Party, was set to win 165 seats, the
Blection Commission said, with five
smallerparties dividingup the rest.

Democrat leader Abhisit Vejjajiva
has refused to bow out, saying he was
prepared to form a coalition govern-
mentifthe PPP fails todo so.

The result has left the shape of the
new government in the hands of the
smaller parties, who are certain to
face pressure from the royalist gener-
alswho ousted Thaksin.

Two of the minor parties -- Chart
Thai and Puea Pandin, which
together have 62 seals -- have dis-
cussed forming an alliance that
could turn them into crucial power
brokers.

The small parties contacted by
AFP were either unable to confirm
PPP's claim that they were close to
forming a government, or said they
werestill negotiating.

Analysts said it was difficult to
predict which way any of the minor
partieswereleaning.

Also hanging over the polls are a
slate of fraud 5aims filed with the
Election Commission.

Pak polls
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campaign, scheduled rallies in
their opponents' home districts
Monday in an effort to poach voters
from each other. Both candidates,
who pledged to work together
against Musharraf, were hoping to
win enough seats to loosen the for-
merarmy chief's gripon power.

Sadiq ul-Farooq, a leader of
Sharil's Pakistan Muslim League-N
party, said Musharrafwas pushing for
a ruling party victory in the Jan. 8
election to preserve hisautharity.

"Musharraf would prefer a docile
prime minister to legitimise all of the
actions he had taken after img-nsmg
emergencyrule," ul-Faroog sai

"Only people like Pervez Elahi can
serve in this job, and President
Musharraf is fully backing him," he
told The Associated Press. Elahi, the
candidate of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Q, has emerged as a potential
threattowin the premiership.

Nawaz Sharif, back from exile for
next month's parliamentary elec-
tions, yesterday blasted President
Pervez Musharraf as a failed leader
largelyunder US conitrol.

With just two weeks to go in what '

hasbeen abittercampaign, Shariftold
around 3,000 supporters that he had
ignored five phone calls from then US
president Bill Clinton after Palistan
testedan atombombin 1998,

"But Musharraf prostrates himself
after just one phone from
Washington," he said - an apparent
reference to Musharmaf's decision to
join the US "war on terror” after the
September 11 attacks on the United
States. e :

"We have become alaughingstock
all over the world,"” said Sharif, who
was ousted as prime minister by
Musharraf, his army chief at the time,
ina 1999 coup.

Sharif, who has been banned from
running for office himself, was to
address voters on behalf of his party’s
candidates Mondayata rally in south-
ern Sindh province, Benazir's home
region. Benazir travelled Monday to
fhml::fa'ﬁ'm Punjab prnv}’ncg ora

arge rally. was campaigning in
the city of Jehlum, near his home
district.

If even a handful of them are
found to have merit, authorities have
30 days to order by-elections that
could shuffle the balance among the
parties.

Despite the political jockeying,
the PPP's strong shmvinﬁ it the
election was seen as arepudiation of
the coup.

Thais "want to put the past 15
months of military rule behind them
and turn back to the democratic
path", the Bangkok Post said in an
editorial. i

A PPP-led coalition government
would set the stage for Thaksin's
political comeback, ending his self-
imposed exile in Britain, where he
has bought Manchester City football
club.

The junta dissolved Thaksin's
Thai Rak Thai (Thais Love Thais)
party and banned him from political
office, but the man who made a
fortune in telecoms has remained a
dominant and divisive figure in Thai
politics.

The PEP campaigned on prom-
ises to bring back Thaksin's populist
economic policies and to bring him
backtoThailand.

But few analysts believe the
election will resolve deep divisions
between anti-Thaksin urban dwell-
ersand the rural masses, who remain
loyaltothedeposed leader.

The PPP draws mostofits support
from farmers, the majority of
Thailand’s 64 million papulation,
who remember Thaksin's efforts to
boost the rural economy during his
five-yearrule.

e Democrat Parg is popular
among Bangkok's middle-class, who
last year spearheaded anti-Thaksin
proteststhatculminated in the coup.

Fire again
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offices including of the private
satellite TV channels ntv and Rtv,
and of the Daily Amardesh, a ver-
nacular newspaper.

All newsmen, officials and
employees of the offices rushed out
of the building aftersmoke clouded
the buildingat 10:55pm.

The fire disrupted normal tele-
castof ntvand Rtvasthe news crew,
technicians and others came out of
the building keeping recorded
cassettes on. Rtv delayed its mid-
night bulletin scheduled for
12:15am by 15 minutes.

Fire fighters with four of their
units rushed to the spot and
searched for over an hour to detect
that the fire was first caught by
papers kept inside a locked room
on the ground floor of the building.

After searching different floors,
finally the fire fighters detected the
room where the fire had started.
They broke the lock with a lock
cutterand doused the fire. 3

"The fire could not spread as it
was confined in a closed room,”
said an official of the Fire Service
and Civil Defence. He suspects that
the fire might have originated from
aburning cigarette butt.

On February 26, three people
died and at least 50 were injured as
a devastating fire swept through
the 11-storey BSEC Bhaban,

Over a thousand people were
evacuated as a massive rescue
effort including the first-ever air-
borne rescue operation went on
throughout the day following the
February fire.

Probe complete
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Siraj, Mizan, Noor, and Shahid were
also involved in the torching of the
militaryvehicle.

Administrative Corporal Kamrul
Hasan of the Army Headquarters
filed two cases in connection with
theincident.

Quoting from the case docu-
ments police said the army vehicle
was stranded in a traffic jam in front
ofAziz Super Market on August 21, At
that time a uniformed chauffeur and
Rifat Chowdhury, son of Lt Gen
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury, were in
the car which was taking Rifat to
Bangladesh Secretariat from
Bangladesh Medical College.

All of a sudden, a mob attacked
the car and torched it staging a dem-
onstration there obstructing law
enforcers from carrying out their
duties, in violation of the emergency
power rules. The mob also assaulted
the uniformed chauffeur, according
topolice.

COURTS RECORD STATEMENTS
OF COMPLAINANTS IN 2 CASES
Two Dhaka courts yesterday com-
pleted recording statements of the
complainants of two cases filed
against four Dhaka University (DU)
teachers and 15 students for violat-
ing Emergency Power ' Rules in
August this year, reports our court
correspondent

The complainants are Sergeant
Shawkat Ahmed of Nilkhet Police
Box and Sub-Inspector (SI) Rezaul
Karim of Shahbagh Police Station.

The detained teachers are Prof
Sadril Amin, president of Dhaka
University Teachers' Association,
Prof Anwar Hossain, general secre-
tary of Duta, Prof Harun-ar-Rashid,
dean of the Science Faculty, and Prof
Neem Chandra Bhowmik, chairman
ofthedepartmentofapplied physics.

Lawyers for Prof Sadrul Amin,
Prof Anwar Hossain, Prof Harun-ar-
Rashid and a detained student
named Moniruzzaman cross-
examined Sergeant Shawkat Ahmed
for an hour and Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Golam
Rabbanirecorded his statement.

Afterrecording the statement, the
court fixed December 31 for next
hearingofthe case.

Later, the teachers and the stu-
dent were brought to the Court of
Metropolitan Magistrate Habibur
Rahman Siddiqui where the defence
lawyers cross-examined the com-

plainant Rezaul Karim. The court
fixed December 31 for next hearing
ofthe case.

Earlier on December 17 and 19,
lawyers for Prof Neem Chandra
Bhowmik cross-examined the com-
plainants,

The law enforcement agencies
arrested the four teachers and a
student in late August. Later, they
along with 14 other students were
implicated in two cases for allegedly
violating the Emergency Fower
Rules.

The cases were filed on August 22
against 4000 to 5,000 unnamed
people including Dhaka University
teachers and students. They were
accused of violating the emergency
rules, vandalising public and private
properties, preventing pelice from
doing their duties, and assaulting law
enforcers on the university campus
and initsvicinity.

On September 9, police pressed
charges against the four teachersand
15 students for instigating violence
on the campus and at Shahbagh on
August22,

Akhteruzzaman
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information about his properties
worth over Tk 1.62 crore in his
wealthstatement.

The commission gave appraval
to its Deputy Director Abul Kalam
Azad at Chittagong district office for
filinga case dgainst Babuin connec-
tion with two separate offences.

The ACC would file the case
undersections 26(2) and 27(1) of the
Anti-corruption Commission Act,
2004 as well as section 5(2) of Anti-
corruption Act, 1947 and section 15
Gha (5) of the Emergency Power
Rules, 2007,

Meanwhile, Azad filed a corrup-
tion case against Chittagong
Divisional Forest Officer Dewan
Zafrul Hasan and his wife Seheli
Begumon December 19,

The ACC official brought charges
of illegally accumulating wealth
worth over Tk 88.91 lakh and hiding
information about wealth worth
overTk 1.18 lakh againstthem.

On December 18, Azad also filed
a corruption case against Divisional
Forest Officer Tapan Kumar De in
connection with non-submission of
wealth statement despite being
served an ACC notice asking hirm te
doso.



