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Burn patients groan on DMCH floor

MAHBUBA ZANNAT

When 16-month-eld Sabbirjumped
into his mother's lap, he could not
realise what was going to happen
the next moment, how much pain
and sufferings were waiting for him.

His entire inmocent face, hands
and parts of legs were bumtwith hot
oil as his mother was busy in mak-
ingcakesinafryerat that time.

"He tried tojump into mylap and
within a second he slipped down on
the pan of hot oil,” said the mother
of little Sabbir who could hardly
utter the word "'ma' and 'baba’, and
who was groaning with pain in the
hospital bed.

Hailed from Madaripur, the boy
was brought to the Burn and Plastic
Surgery Unit of Dhaka Medical
College and Hospital (DMCH) after
five hours of his burninjuries.

Like Sabbir, around 40 children
between 0-15 years were admitted
to the unit and most of them were
the victims of lame injury,

“Almost 70 percentof child patients
admitted to bum unitare the victims of
bum injury just for carclessness of
clder farmily members. If the parents
were alert, they could avoid the acci-

dents,” said Project Dircctor of Burm
and Plastic Surgery Unit of DMCH Dr
SamantalalSen.

Around 52 percent of burn inju-
ries that take place in this country is
caused

by flame. Electrocution causes

26 percent, scald 14 percent and
chemicals cause 6 percent of total
burninjuries, he added.

"Massive awarenessisimportant
to control flame burns as we have
seen that the number of acid burn

cases has reduced significantly due

10 increased awarcness," said Dr
Sen.

According to a record of the Burn
and Plastic Surgery Unit, a total of
1341 patients visited the out patient
department (OPD) from November 5
t0 22. Ofthemn 490 patients were aged
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Children with burninjuries are under treatment on the floor of overcrowded Burn UnitatDMCH.
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Qut of 170 patients admitted
during this time, 40 were children
and they could avoid their mishaps
only through precautions, said Dr
Mohammad Abdul Hannan, medi-
cal officer of the unit.

If massive counselling and
awareness programme are not
launched immediately, the number
of flame burn children will increase
during the winter,” hecautioned.

Dr Hannan said posters, leaflets,
radio programmes and TV shows
can play important role in this
regard.

"At the same time counsellingfor
parents is also very important. 1f
there are counselling corners in all
the medical college and hospitals,
parents could be more aware in this
respect," headded.

Dr Hannan said parents and
medical professionals should
know that first 48 hours is very
crucial for the treatment of burn
injuries and it increases the sur-
vival rate of the patients if proper
burn management is possible
within this period.

However, as per the special
instruction of the chief adviser a
training programme for medical
officers and nursing staffs at
district and upazila levels began
from July 17 this year. The train-
ingconducted in association with
the World Health Organisation
would make the medical profes-
sionals more adept in bum man-
‘agement.

"Medical professionals cutside the
capital should be trained up in man-
aging burn injuries. It is not possible
for 100-bed burn unit to treat around
1.50 lakh burn patients annually
though we have initiated the emer-
pency ward and providing service
roundtheclock," said DrSen.

He said the burn unit of DMCH is
now overcrowded and sometimes
patients are forced to lie in the
corridor.

Burn unit should be set up in
every medical college and hospital,
he said, adding that a 50-bed burn
unit is going to be established at
Chittagong Medical College and
Hospital thatwould beable to treata
large number of patients.

People pay last
respects to
Mahbub ul Alam

STAFP CORRESPONDENT

People from all walks of life paid
their last respects to language
movement veteran and poet
Mahbub ul Alam Chowdhury at the
Central Shaheed Minaryesterday.

Mahbub ul Alam, whowrote the
first poem on Amar Ekushey
"Kandte Asini, Fashir Dabi Niye
Eshechhi’, passed away on Sunday
atthe age of 82.

His body was kept at the
Shaheed Minar at 11:00am, Later,
the body was taken to Bangla
Academy.

Various organisations, includ-
ing Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, Bangladesh
"Smnﬂ]lanml-. Dal (BSD), Left
Democratic Alliance, Bangladesh
Chhatra Union, Bangabandhu
Sangskritik Jote, Communist Party
of Bangladesh, Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal, Bangladesh Chhatra Moitree,
Workers Party of Bangladesh and
Bangladesh Gonoshilpi Sangstha,
placed wreaths on his coffin at the
Shaheed Minar.

The language movement vet-
eran was buried at Banani grave-
yard after a namaz-e-janaza at the
Dhaka University Mosque after
Zohrprayers.

In a condolence message, CPB
President Manjurul Ahsan Khan
and General Secretary Mujahidul
Islam Selimn said the contribution
of Mahbub ul Alam Chowdhury
would inspire the younger genera-
tion to combat fanaticism and
communalisminthecountry.

In another message, JSD
President Hasanul Haque Inu and
General Secretary Syed Zafar
Sazzad said Mahbub ul Alam not
only played an important role in
the language movement in 1952
but also performed his duty as a
guardian of the nation afterwards.
CAcondoles death
BSS adds: Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed yesterday
expressed his deep shock at the
death of Mahbub ul Alam
Chowdhury.

In a message of condolence, he
said Mahbub ul Alam's poetry had
inspired the whole nation during
the Language Movement in 1952.

Fakhruddin said the nation will
remember him forever for his
emotion to mother language,
patriotism and courage. His ideals
will be asource of motivation to the
future generation, headded.

He praved for peace of the
departed soul and conveyed sym-
pathy to members of the bereaved
farnily.

Bangladesh Nationalist’ Parry
{BND) acting Chairperson M Saifur
Rahman and acting Secretary
General Hafizuddin Ahmed in a
statement yesterday also condoled
the death of Mahbub ul Alam
Chowdhury.

They prayed for salvation of
departed soul and conveyed sym-
pathy to members of the bercaved
family.

Gono Forum President Dr
Kamal Hossain and General
Secretary Saif Uddin Ahmed Manik
in a statement said the nation has
lostatruepatriotathis death.

Jativa Lekhok Shilpi Baul
Parishad also expressed shock at
hisdeath.
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People from all walks of life pay their last respects to language movement veteran and poet Mahbub ul Alam
Chowdhury atthe Central Shaheed Minar in the city yesterday.
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Airport Road, Dhaka Cantonment

Dhaka 1206, Bangladesh
Phone: 8754555, Fax: 8754554
www.radisson.com/dhakabd

The excitement of Christmas is in the alr,
as children prepare their wish lists for
Santa, carols are sung and fresh cookies
brought from in the oven! Enjoy this
and much more at Radisson as Santa
hands out goodies and poses for photos.
Our house band entertains, all while
making sure to experience one of our
many dining options.

So make this Christmas special for your
loved ones by spending it here with usat
Radisson Water Garden Hotel Dhaka.
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People send so many kinds of
things to friends and family
abroad. Why go through all this
trouble, when you can simply
send a song as a Music Gift, your
own recording as a Voice Gift, or
both together from your Citycell
One number?

Now send gifts from Gift Shop to
not only within Bangladesh, but
to 55 countries worldwide across
Asia, Europe, America, Australia
and Africa. On Eid, Christmas,
New Year, or on any special
occasion - and even for no
reason at all - send your
emotions and feelings to your
loved ones near or far.

Just dial *438 (*GFT) to select
the gift of your choice and send
your true feelings in your own
special way.
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